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Summary	book	of	ezekiel

The	book	of	Ezekiel	is	Narrative	History,	Prophetic	and	Apocalyptic	in	genre	and	even	contains	Parables.	The	prophet	Ezekiel	wrote	it	approximately	571	B.C.	(this	date	is	accurately	precise	because	this	book	contains	more	defined	dates	than	any	other	book	in	the	Bible.)	Key	personalities	include	Ezekiel,	Israel’s	leaders,	Ezekiel’s	wife,	King
Nebuchadnezzar,	and	“the	prince”.It	was	written	to	announce	judgment	upon	Judah,	to	allow	them	one	last	chance	to	repent.	It	also	foretells	of	the	coming	deliverance	of	God’s	nation	from	captivity	in	Babylon.	It	mainly	discusses	the	events	during	the	Babylonian	captivity.	Ezekiel	is	a	priest	who	is	called	by	God	to	deliver	His	messages.•				In	chapters
1-3,	God	commissions	his	servant	Ezekiel.	He	receives	visions,	and	his	message	is	to	confront	God’s	sinful	nation,	“I	am	sending	you	to	the	sons	of	Israel,	to	a	rebellious	people	who	have	rebelled	against	Me;	they	and	their	fathers	have	transgressed	against	Me	to	this	very	day	”	(2:3).•				Chapters	4-24,	Ezekiel	delivered	the	message	of	doom	to	the
captives.	He	told	several	parables,	one	that	compared	Israel	to	an	adulterous	woman	(16:1-63).	He	taught	them	that	God	was	cleansing	His	chosen	nation,	“Fou	have	borne	the	penalty	of	your	lewdness	and	abominations’,	the	LORD	declares”	(16:58).•				From	chapters	25-32,	Ezekiel	condemns	judgment	upon	seven	particular	nations	who	mocked
YHWH,	the	God	of	Israel	because	of	the	captivity;	they	too	would	soon	see	their	fate.	These	nations	are	Ammon,	Moab,	Edom,	Philistia,	Tyre,	Sidon,	and	Egypt.•				In	chapters	33-48,	a	message	of	deliverance	and	restoration	is	written.	This	includes	not	only	the	current	nation	of	Israel	but	also	the	future	of	the	coming	Messiah,	the	Temple,	and	the
Kingdom	of	God	in	the	End	age.	In	chapter	37,	he	writes	the	famous	vision	of	the	valley	of	bones,	“He	said	to	me,	“Son	of	man,	can	these	bones	live?”	And	I	answered,	“O	Lord	God,	Fou	know”	(37:3)Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	2The	genre	of	the	book	of	Daniel	is	Narrative	History,	Prophetic	Oracle,	and	it
includes	Apocalyptic	material.	The	prophet	Daniel	wrote	it	around	530	B.C.	and	his	writings	records	the	events	of	the	Babylonian	captivity	in	560-536	B.C.	to	which	Daniel	was	a	servant.	It	also	describes	the	apocalyptic	visions	given	by	God,	and	reveals	the	events	and	plans	for	everyone’s	future.	Key	personalities	of	this	book	include	Daniel,
Nebuchadnezzar,	Shadrach,	Meshach,	Abednego,	Belshazzar,	and	Darius.The	purpose	of	this	book	is	to	provide	a	historical	account	how	the	Lord	God	protected	and	provided	for	His	faithful	followers	while	in	captivity.	It	also	includes	a	vision	of	future	redemption	and	hope.•				In	chapters	1-6,	Daniel	writes	about	his	own	life	in	captivity.	He	was
selected	to	work	for	the	Babylonian	King	Nebuchadnezzar.	Daniel	(or	his	Babylonian	name	Belteshazzar),	and	his	friends	made	bold	and	tough	decisions	and	several	times	displayed	their	integrity	to	stand	for	Godliness	instead	of	culture.	They	rejecting	the	king’s	food,	prayed	when	it	was	illegal	to	do	so,	and	refused	to	bow	to	the	king’s	idol,	for	which
they	were	thrown	into	a	scorching	furnace.	Daniel	interpreted	the	king’s	dreams	twice	then	was	promoted	as	chief	over	all	the	wise	men	in	Babylon.	Yet,	through	all	the	great	things	that	Daniel	did	He	claimed	it	was	God	that	did	it	through	him	and	he	gave	all	the	glory	to	God,	“It	is	He	who	reveals	the	profound	and	hidden	things;	He	knows	what	is	in
the	darkness,	and	the	light	dwells	with	Him”	(2:22).•				Chapters	7-12	contain	the	visions	that	Daniel	received	from	God	and	the	events	that	are	involved	in	his	prophetic	ministry.	A	portion	of	these	includes	the	results	of	the	earthly	kingdoms	that	he	lived	in.	They	also	mention	the	coming	Messiah	and	the	apocalyptic	events	to	come.	“As	for	me,	I
heard	but	could	not	understand;	so	I	said,	“My	lord,	what	will	be	the	outcome	of	these	events?”	He	said,	“Go	your	way,	Daniel,	for	these	words	are	concealed	and	sealed	up	until	the	end	time”	(12:8-9).	To	be	continued...Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	3The	book	of	Hosea	is	a	Narrative	History	and	Prophetic	Oracle.
Hosea	is	the	first	book	in	the	sections	of	Minor	Prophets.	They	are	called	Minor	Prophets	not	because	their	material	is	less	important	or	insignificant,	but	because	of	the	size	of	the	book	they	wrote	was	shorter	in	length.	The	prophet	Hosea	wrote	it	at	approximately	715	B.C.	It	records	the	events	from	753-715	B.C.	including	the	fall	of	the	Northern
Kingdom	in	722.	The	key	personalities	are	Hosea,	Gomer,	and	their	children.Its	purpose	was	to	illustrate	the	spiritual	adultery	of	Israel	and	God’s	boundless	love	for	His	sinful	people.	Hosea	brings	God’s	message	to	the	wicked	Northern	Kingdom.During	this	time,	they	are	active	in	oppressing	the	poor	in	slavery	and	worshipping	idols.	God,	because	of
His	grace,	sent	another	opportunity	for	Israel	to	repent	and	turn	to	Him.	Shortly	thereafter,	the	Northern	Kingdom	went	into	permanent	captivity.•				In	chapters	1-3,	God	gives	Hosea	instructions	to	marry	an	unfaithful	woman	and	he	obeys.	His	unfaithful	wife	Gomer	leaves	him	and	finds	another	man.	Hosea	is	faithful;	he	finds	her,	redeems	her	and
brings	her	back	home	to	him.	“Then	I	said	to	her,	‘You	shall	stay	with	me	for	many	days.	You	shall	not	play	the	harlot,	nor	shall	you	have	a	man;	so	I	will	also	be	toward	you”	(3:3).•				Chapters	4-14	Hosea	describes	how	Israel	has	been	unfaithful	to	God.	God	wants	Israel	to	repent	and	turn	from	their	wickedness.	He	wants	to	restore	Israel	however,
they	continue	to	disobey	and	follow	their	own	ways,	“My	people	are	destroyed	for	lack	of	knowledge.	Because	you	have	rejected	knowledge,	I	also	will	reject	you	from	being	My	priest.	Since	you	have	forgotten	the	law	of	your	God,	I	also	will	forget	your	children”	(4:6).Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	4The	genre	of
Joel	is	Narrative	and	Prophetic	Oracle.	The	prophet	Joel	wrote	it	around	841-835	B.C.	sometime	before	the	fall	and	exiles	of	the	Northern	and	Southern	Kingdoms.	Key	personalities	are	Joel	and	the	people	of	Judah.	Its	purpose	was	to	call	the	Southern	Kingdom	to	repentance	or	prepare	for	the	coming	judgment.	Joel	describes	the	locust	that	inflicts
severe	damage	to	everything	in	their	paths,	and	warns	that	it	is	only	the	beginning	of	what	is	to	come.•				Chapter	1,	Joel	compares	the	destruction	and	judgment	of	God	like	a	plague	of	locust.	This	is	the	warning	and	penalty	for	disobedience	and	evilness,	“For	a	nation	has	invaded	my	land,	mighty	and	without	number;	its	teeth	are	the	teeth	of	a	lion,
and	it	has	the	fangs	of	a	lioness”	(1:6).•				Chapter	2-3,	God	calls	His	people	to	repent	and	return,	if	not,	they	will	all	be	judged.	The	promise	and	deliverance	of	the	Lord	is	waiting	and	He	will	restore	the	land,	Return	to	Me	with	all	your	heart,	And	with	fasting,	weeping	and	mourning;	And	rend	your	heart	and	not	your	garments.”Now	return	to	the
LORD	your	God,	For	He	is	gracious	and	compassionate,	Slow	to	anger,	abounding	in	lovingkindness	And	relenting	of	evil”	(2:12-13).Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	5The	purpose	of	the	book	of	Amos	was	to	announce	God’s	holy	judgment	on	the	Kingdom	of	Israel	(the	Northern	Kingdom),	call	them	to	repentance,
and	to	turn	from	their	self-righteous	sins	and	idolatry.	God	raised	up	the	prophet	Amos,	as	an	act	of	His	great	mercy	to	a	people	who	repeatedly	shunned	and	disobeyed	Him.•				Chapter	1-3,	Amos	came	as	the	days	of	the	wicked	Northern	Kingdom	were	winding	down.	The	people	were	religious	but	it	was	sadly	superficial.	Amos	announces	that	the
neighboring	nations	would	be	punished.	There	were	many	of	these	wicked	nations	including	Damascus,	Gaza,	Edom,	and	Tyre.•				In	chapters	4-8,	Amos	warns	that	Israel	will	be	destroyed,	and	gives	examples	of	this	judgment.	Amos	comes,	announces	God’s	coming	judgment	to	the	Northern	Kingdom	and	uses	the	phrase,	“the	day	of	the	Lord”
referring	to	God	intervening	to	punish	and	judge	the	wicked	city,	which	would	eventually	be	exile	by	the	Assyrians.“Seek	good	and	not	evil,	that	you	may	live;	and	thus	may	the	LORD	God	of	hosts	be	with	you,	just	as	you	have	said!”	(5:14).•				In	chapter	9,	Amos	tells	of	the	restoration	and	hope	of	Israel,	“In	that	day	I	will	raise	up	the	fallen	booth	of
David,	and	wall	up	its	breaches;	I	will	also	raise	up	its	ruins	And	rebuild	it	as	in	the	days	of	old”	(9:11).Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	6The	book	of	Obadiah	is	a	book	of	Prophetic	Oracles.	The	prophet	Obadiah	wrote	it.	Its	authorship	is	difficult	to	date	but	was	possibly	written	about	853-841	B.C.	or	605-586	B.C.
The	key	personalities	are	the	Edomites.	The	purpose	of	Obadiah	is	to	show	that	God	will	judge	all	those	who	are	against	His	children,	His	chosen	people;	Edom	is	used	as	the	example	of	this	truth.Obadiah	is	only	one	chapter	(the	shortest	book	in	the	Old	Testament)	yet	it	tells	of	God’s	prophet	Obadiah	as	he	announces	God’s	powerful	and	authoritative
judgment	on	the	nation	of	Edom.	This	is	the	fateful	end	of	the	nation	of	Edom.	They	had	been	in	conflict	with	Israel	since	ancient	times,	in	reality	Edom	is	the	descendants	of	Esau,	Jacobs’s	brother.•				In	verses	1-9,	Obadiah	declares	the	wickedness	of	the	Edomites	and	gives	examples	of	their	pride,	“In	the	loftiness	of	your	dwelling	place,	who	say	in
your	heart,	‘Who	will	bring	me	down	to	earth?”	He	proclaims	God’s	judgment	on	Edom,	“Will	I	not	on	that	day,”	declares	the	LORD,	“Destroy	wise	men	from	Edom	and	understanding	from	the	mountain	of	Esau?”	(vs	8).•				Verses	10-14	tell	of	the	transgressions	and	offenses	of	Edom.	Implying	that	they	should	have	acted	like	a	brother	who	would	stand
for	them,	since	they	descended	from	the	brothers;	Jacob	and	Esau.	“Because	of	violence	to	your	brother	Jacob,	You	will	be	covered	with	shame,	And	you	will	be	cut	off	forever”	(vs.	10).•				In	verses	15-21,	we	read	about	the	victory	of	Israel	in	the	end,	“Esau’s	house	will	be	as	stubble”	and	“The	house	of	Jacob	will	be	afire”	(vs.	18).	Edom	was	utterly
nonexistent	by	the	1st	century	A.D.Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	7The	book	of	Jonah	is	Narrative	History	and	a	Prophetic	Oracle.	The	prophet	Jonah	wrote	it	approximately	785-760	B.C.	before	Assyria	conquered	Israel’s	Northern	Kingdom.	Key	personalities	include	Jonah,	the	captain	and	the	ship’s	crew	and	the
people	of	Nineveh.The	purpose	of	this	book	is	to	show	that	God	is	a	merciful	and	gracious	God.	Although	the	wicked	city	of	Nineveh	deserved	to	be	crushed	immediately,	God	was	patient	towards	them.	A	reluctant	prophet,	Jonah	originally	ran	from	God	before	delivering	a	message	of	repentance	to	the	nation	of	Nineveh.•				In	chapter	1,	God	directed
Jonah	to	go	to	Nineveh	however;	Jonah	disobeyed,	boarded	a	ship	and	headed	for	Tarshish.	The	sailors	of	the	ship	became	concerned	because	of	the	great	storm	that	brewed	and	Jonah	explained	that	God	was	bringing	judgment	upon	him.	The	sailors	threw	him	into	the	sea	where	he	was	swallowed	by	an	enormous	fish.	“And	the	LORD	appointed	a
great	fish	to	swallow	Jonah,	and	Jonah	was	in	the	stomach	of	the	fish	three	days	and	three	nights”	(1:17).•				Chapter	2-3,	After	God	had	the	fish	cough	him	up,	three	days	later;	Jonah	obeyed	God	and	went	to	Nineveh	to	fulfill	his	mission.	Jonah	preached	a	message	of	repentance	and	to	his	surprise,	the	sinful	city	repented.	“Then	the	people	of	Nineveh
believed	in	God;	and	they	called	a	fast	and	put	on	sackcloth	from	the	greatest	to	the	least	of	them”	(3:5).•				In	chapter	4,	God	deals	with	Jonah	and	teaches	him	about	His	love	and	compassion.“...knew	that	You	are	a	gracious	and	compassionate	God,	slow	to	anger	and	abundant	in	lovingkindness,	and	one	who	relents	concerning	calamity”	(4:2).
Nineveh’s	repentance	must	have	been	short-lived;	it	was	destroyed	in	612	B.C.Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	8The	book	of	Micah	is	a	Prophetic	Oracle.	The	prophet	Micah	wrote	it	742-686	B.C.	shortly	before	the	Northern	Kingdom’s	fall	in	722	B.C.	Key	personalities	are	all	the	people	of	Samaria	and
Jerusalem.The	purpose	of	the	book	of	Micah	was	to	proclaim	warning	and	judgment	to	both	the	Northern	and	the	Southern	Kingdoms.	His	message	was	similar	to	that	of	Isaiah	and	was	written	at	about	the	same	time.	Micah	described	the	impending	judgment	that	would	eventually	exile	the	nation.•				Chapters	1-5	specifically	explain	the	judgment	for
the	wicked	nations,	“For	I	will	make	Samaria	a	heap	of	ruins	in	the	open	country,	planting	places	for	a	vineyard.	I	will	pour	her	stones	down	into	the	valley	and	will	lay	bare	her	foundations”	(1:6).	Then	chapter	five	Micah	miraculously	predicts	the	birthplace	of	the	Messiah	in	Bethlehem.	Also	in	verse	2,	he	teaches	that	the	Messiah	is	an	infinite	Savior,
from	everlasting,	“But	as	for	you,	Bethlehem	Ephrathah,	too	little	to	be	among	the	clans	of	Judah,	from	you	One	will	go	forth	for	Me	to	be	ruler	in	Israel.	His	goings	forth	are	from	long	ago,	from	the	days	of	eternity”	(5:2).•				In	chapters	6-7,	Micah	declares	what	God	requires	of	men,	“He	has	told	you,	O	man,	what	is	good;	and	what	does	the	LORD
require	of	you	but	to	do	justice,	to	love	kindness,	and	to	walk	humbly	with	your	God?”	(6:8).	Micah	then	proclaims	God’s	restoration	and	salvation	to	His	people,	“Who	is	a	God	like	You,	who	pardons	iniquity	and	passes	over	the	rebellious	act	of	the	remnant	of	His	possession?	He	does	not	retain	His	anger	forever,	because	He	delights	in	unchanging
love”	(7:18).Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	9The	book	of	Nahum	is	a	Prophetic	Oracle.	The	prophet	Nahum	wrote	it	approximately	663-612	B.C.	just	before	the	fall	of	Nineveh	in	612	B.C.	He	was	raised	up	to	preach	God’s	judgment	for	a	second	time	to	Nineveh.	Jonah	was	the	first	about	120	years	earlier.Its
purpose	is	to	pronounce	the	final	warning	and	judgment	upon	Nineveh,	and	he	also	addresses	the	rest	of	the	Assyrian	empire.	They	returned	to	wickedness	shortly	after	they	repented	back	in	Jonah’s	day.	They	would	neglect	Nahum	and	his	message.Within	fifty	years,	Nineveh	would	be	completely	decimated	and	utterly	wiped	from	the	face	of	the
Earth.•				In	chapter	1,	Nahum	warns	of	Judgment,	and	describes	the	awesome	power	of	God,	“Mountains	quake	because	of	Him	and	the	hills	dissolve;	indeed	the	earth	is	upheaved	by	His	presence,	the	world	and	all	the	inhabitants	in	it”	(1:5).	He	then	goes	on	to	encourage	a	hope	for	the	Southern	Kingdom	because	of	the	coming	judgment	of	Nineveh.
“Thus	says	the	LORD,	"Though	they	are	at	full	strength	and	likewise	many,	Even	so,	they	will	be	cut	off	and	pass	away.	Though	I	have	afflicted	you,	I	will	afflict	you	no	longer”	(1:12).•				Chapter	2-3,	Nahum	predicts	the	annihilation	of	Nineveh,	“And	it	will	come	about	that	all	who	see	you	will	shrink	from	you	and	say,	'Nineveh	is	devastated!	Who	will
grieve	for	her?'	Where	will	I	seek	comforters	for	you?”	(3:7).	It	was	damaged	so	severely	that	it	was	lost	in	time.	It	wouldn’t	be	until	the	19th	century	that	the	remains	of	Nineveh	would	be	identified.Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	10The	book	of	Habakkuk	is	Narrative	History	and	displays	Prophetic	Oracle.
Habakkuk	wrote	it	approximately	612-589	B.C.	just	before	the	fall	of	Judah	in	the	Southern	Kingdom.	Key	personalities	are	Habakkuk	and	the	Babylonians.	As	is	true	of	the	many	other	prophets,	Habakkuk	is	a	short	book.	The	information	in	it	was	vital	since	it	carried	God’s	message	to	His	people.	Its	purpose	was	that	Habakkuk	was	announcing	a
familiar	message	of	judgment.	He	was	identifying	the	wickedness	and	sin	of	Judah	before	them.	Habakkuk	declared	that	God	is	the	“Rock”	(1:2)	and	that	they	would	be	judged.•				In	chapters	1-2,	Habakkuk	poses	some	difficult	questions	to	God.	He	was	wondering	why	evil	was	prevailing.	God	claimed	that	He	would	do	amazing	things	that,	“you	would
not	believe	if	you	were	told”	(1:5).	All	of	the	surrounding	neighbors	who	were	super	powers	at	that	time	would	fall	in	ruin,	as	no	one	expected.	Babylon	was	a	growing	empire	that	would	rule	over	everything,	for	a	time.	In	chapter	two,	God	answers	Habakkuk’s	question.	He	urges	everyone	to	be	patient	and	ultimately	trust	in	Him.	''Behold,	as	for	the
proud	one,	His	soul	is	not	right	within	him;	but	the	righteous	will	live	by	his	faith”	(2:4).•				Chapter	3,	Habakkuk	gives	God	the	glory	and	praise	for	faithfully	responding	to	his	questions,	“LORD,	I	have	heard	the	report	about	You	and	I	fear.	O	LORD,	revive	Your	work	in	the	midst	of	the	years,	in	the	midst	of	the	years	make	it	known;	in	wrath
remember	mercy”	(3:2).Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	11The	small	book	of	Zephaniah	is	Narrative	History	and	Prophetic	Oracle.	Zephaniah	wrote	it	circa	630	B.C.	very	soon	before	the	fall	of	Judah	in	the	Southern	Kingdom.	The	purpose	of	this	book	was	to	show	that	God	raised	up	his	prophet	Zephaniah	to
proclaim	a	warning	of	coming	judgment	and	to	encourage	repentance.The	Southern	Kingdom	was	complacent	in	their	wicked	lives.	They	not	only	suffered	under	wicked	kings	they	also	would	suffer	under	the	holy	judgment	of	God.	Zephaniah	was	God’s	method	in	bringing	a	stern	warning	of	the	day	of	the	Lord	“Near	is	the	great	day	of	the	Lord...a	day
of	wrath	is	that	day”	(1:14-15).	He	also	brought	a	message	of	hope,	when	the	nation	would	be	restored.•				In	chapters	1-2,	Zephaniah,	20	years	prior	to	their	captivity,	foretells	about	the	looming	judgment	that	was	awaiting	Judah	if	they	did	not	turn	back	to	YHWH.	He	also	predicted	the	desolation	of	Nineveh	the	capital	city	of	Assyria	in	612	B.C.	“And
He	will	stretch	out	His	hand	against	the	north	And	destroy	Assyria,	And	He	will	make	Nineveh	a	desolation,	Parched	like	the	wilderness”	(2:13).•				Chapter	3,	God	demonstrates	how	He	gives	the	sinner	what	they	do	not	deserve...	Mercy.	Zephaniah	wrote	that	there	would	be	a	day	of	hope,	when	the	remnant	of	Israel	would	come	back	out	of	captivity
under	the	YHWH’s	protection,	to	fulfill	His	promise.	“The	LORD	has	taken	away	His	judgments	against	you,	He	has	cleared	away	your	enemies.	The	King	of	Israel,	the	LORD,	is	in	your	midst;	You	will	fear	disaster	no	more”	(3:15).Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	12The	book	of	Haggai	is	Narrative	History	and
Prophetic	Oracle.	The	prophet	Haggai	wrote	it	approximately	520	B.C.	Haggai	is	among	the	most	carefully	and	precisely	dated	books	in	the	entire	Bible.	It	is	a	post-exilic	book,	meaning	it	was	written	after	(post)	the	captivity	(exile)	in	Babylon.	Key	personalities	are	Haggai,	Zerubbabel,	and	Joshua.The	purpose	of	this	book	was	that	Haggai	was	called
by	God	to	encourage	the	people	to	finish	the	construction	of	the	temple	in	Jerusalem.	The	construction	had	ceased	because	of	opposition	and	because	the	neighboring	countries,	and	the	Jews	were	frightened.•				In	chapter	1,	God	called	on	Haggai	to	deliver	His	message.	The	Jews	were	living	in	their	comfortable	houses	while	the	temple,	the	house	of
God,	sat	unfinished,	“Thus	says	the	LORD	of	hosts,	'This	people	says,	"The	time	has	not	come,	even	the	time	for	the	house	of	the	LORD	to	be	rebuilt”	(1:2).	The	Jews	began	working	24	days	after	Haggai’s	message	(vs.	15).•				In	chapter	2,	Haggai	motivated	the	Jews	to	continue	building	the	temple,	and	that	God	will	bless	them,	“As	for	the	promise
which	I	made	you	when	you	came	out	of	Egypt,	My	Spirit	is	abiding	in	your	midst;	do	not	fear!”	(2:5).	The	building	of	the	temple	in	Jerusalem	was	completed	in	515	B.C.Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	13The	book	of	Zechariah	is	Narrative	History,	Prophetic	and	Apocalyptic	in	genre.	It	is	a	post-exilic	book,	meaning
it	was	written	after	(post)	the	return	from	captivity	(exile)	in	Babylon.	The	prophet	Zechariah	wrote	chapters	1-8	approximately	520-518	B.C.	(Before	the	temple	completed),	and	then	wrote	chapters	9-14	approximately	480	B.C.	(After	the	temple	is	completed).	Zechariah	is	among	the	most	precisely	dated	books	in	the	Bible.	Key	personalities	are
Zechariah,	Zerubbabel	and	Joshua.The	purpose	of	this	book	is	that	Zechariah	wrote	to	encourage	the	remnant,	who	had	recently	returned	from	exile.	Their	faith	in	God	was	weak	and	they	were	not	motivated	to	build	the	temple.	They	needed	to	learn	and	conform	to	the	law	of	God	again.•				In	chapters	1-8,	Zechariah	recorded	his	visions,	encouraged
the	people	to	reinstate	the	priesthood,	and	other	religious	laws	that	were	forgotten	during	the	70-year	exile.	Zechariah	gives	great	hope	and	encouragement	about	the	coming	Messiah	Jesus	Christ,	who	will	set	up	His	throne	and	rule	as	the	mighty	Branch,	the	High	Priest,	who	will	offer	up	the	perfect	sacrifice	for	the	sins	of	the	world.	“Then	say	to
him,	‘Thus	says	the	LORD	of	hosts,	“Behold,	a	man	whose	name	is	Branch,	for	He	will	branch	out	from	where	He	is;	and	He	will	build	the	temple	of	the	LORD.	“Yes,	it	is	He	who	will	build	the	temple	of	the	LORD,	and	He	who	will	bear	the	honor	and	sit	and	rule	on	His	throne.	Thus,	He	will	be	a	priest	on	His	throne,	and	the	counsel	of	peace	will	be
between	the	two	offices”	(6:12-13).•				Chapters	9-14	are	difficult	passages	to	understand,	many	are	prophetic	and	apocalyptic.	Zechariah	writes	judgment	against	the	neighboring	enemies.	Most	importantly	he	declared	the	first	coming	of	the	Messiah	who	would	be	mounted	on	a	donkey	(9:9),	His	betrayal	(11:12),	and	His	crucifixion	(12:10).	Finally,
he	writes	about	the	Second	Coming	of	Jesus	Christ	descending	from	heaven	the	same	way	He	had	left	in	Acts	1:11,	in	the	clouds.	“In	that	day	His	feet	will	stand	on	the	Mount	of	Olives,	which	is	in	front	of	Jerusalem	on	the	east;	and	the	Mount	of	Olives	will	be	split	in	its	middle	from	east	to	west	by	a	very	large	valley,	so	that	half	of	the	mountain	will
move	toward	the	north	and	the	other	half	toward	the	south”	(14:4).Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	14Malachi	is	the	last	book	of	the	Old	Testament	and	is	a	book	of	Prophetic	Oracle.	It	is	a	post-exilic	book,	meaning	it	was	written	after	the	return	from	captivity	in	Babylon.	The	prophet	Malachi	wrote	it
approximately	430	B.C.	Key	personalities	include	Malachi	and	the	priests.	The	purpose	of	this	book	is	that	Malachi	wrote	to	ensure	that	the	hearts	of	the	Jews	was	right	and	that	they	were	keeping	God	first	in	their	lives.•				In	chapters	1-3,	Malachi	identified	the	sins	of	the	Jews,	including	their	priests.He	prophesied	that	God	would	send	a	messenger
to	prepare	the	way	(this	is	John	the	Baptist),	“Behold,	I	am	going	to	send	My	messenger,	and	he	will	clear	the	way	before	Me.	And	the	Lord,	whom	you	seek,	will	suddenly	come	to	His	temple;	and	the	messenger	of	the	covenant,	in	whom	you	delight,	behold,	He	is	coming,"	says	the	LORD	of	hosts”	(3:1).	Finally,	he	addressed	the	topic	of	tithes	and
offering	and	that	God	is	stolen	from	when	people	disobey	it.•				In	chapter	4,	the	last	chapter	of	the	Old	Testament,	Malachi	addressed,	“the	great	and	terrible	day	of	the	Lord”	(vs.	5).	He	teaches	about	the	coming	judgment	when	God	will	set	them	ablaze	in	His	holy	anger.	He	also	gives	hope	to	the	faithful	with	the	Book	of	Remembrance.	Those	who	do
the	will	of	God	and	are	righteous	will	be	spared.Malachi,	the	last	book	of	the	Bible,	ends	very	differently	than	it	began	in	the	book	of	Genesis.	Let	us	compare	them:Genesis	1:1,	“In	the	beginning	God	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth.”	This	was	a	beautiful	and	perfect	relationship	with	God.Malachi	4:6,	“He	will	restore	the	hearts	of	the	fathers	to	their
children	and	the	hearts	of	the	children	to	their	fathers,	so	that	I	will	not	come	and	smite	the	land	with	a	curse.”Consider	the	large	contrast	between	the	very	first	verse	and	the	very	last	verse.	Afterward,	consider	that	“the	sin	of	mankind”	made	all	the	difference.	The	Old	Testament	begins	with	the	magnificent	power	of	God’s	creation	and	ends	with
fear	and	separation	from	God	and	in	need	of	a	Savior.	The	Old	Testament	closes	with	a	sad	dreary	clunk...Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	15The	book	of	Matthew	is	a	Gospel	that	contains	Narrative	History,	Genealogy,	Parables,	Sermons,	and	some	Prophetic	Oracles.	It	was	written	by	Matthew	(Levi),	the	Disciple
of	Christ	around	48-50	A.D.	The	key	word	in	Matthew	is	"Kingdom"	and	is	used	28	times.The	personalities	of	this	book	include	the	Messiah	Jesus	Christ,	His	parents	Mary	and	Joseph,	the	Twelve	Disciples,	the	prophet	John	the	Baptist,	and	other	kinds	of	leaders.	These	leaders	include	those	in	government	like	Pilate	and	religious	leaders	such	as	the
Pharisees	(who	attempt	to	hinder	the	work	of	Jesus).The	book	of	Matthew	is	the	first	of	the	synoptic	gospels	and	it	was	written	to	reveal	the	Lord	Jesus	as	the	Messiah,	the	King	of	the	Jews,	from	the	line	of	David.	It	also	was	written	to	convince	the	Jews	that	Jesus	Christ	was	indeed	their	long-awaited	Messiah.•				Chapters	1-4	in	Matthew	mainly	deal
with	the	miracle	birth	of	Jesus	and	the	events	surrounding	His	early	life.	This	primarily	involves	the	commonly	told	Christmas	story	but	also	includes	the	genealogy	of	Jesus,	which	goes	all	the	way	back	to	Abraham.	"She	will	bear	a	Son;	and	you	shall	call	His	name	Jesus,	for	He	will	save	His	people	from	their	sins"	(1:21).•				Chapters	5-25	consist	of	the
ministry	of	Jesus	from	the	interdiction	of	John	the	Baptist	up	to	the	point	of	His	death	at	Calvary.	These	chapters	are	vital	to	our	knowledge	of	Jesus	Christ	and	are	much	of	what	we	know	about	God	living	as	a	perfect	man	on	Earth.	These	passages	include	Jesus'	famous	Sermon	on	the	Mount,	numerous	miracles,	and	priceless	teachings	to	all	who
would	listen	and	follow.•				Chapters	26-28,	contain	the	death	and	resurrection	of	Jesus.	These	chapters	present	the	truth	of	the	"Good	News"	and	about	how	Jesus	took	the	sins	of	the	world	upon	Himself.	This	is	the	central	theme	of	salvation	through	faith	alone	in	the	complete	and	finished	work	of	Christ	Jesus	on	the	cross.	Salvation	is	possible	only
through	His	death,	His	burial,	and	His	resurrection	from	the	dead,	all	for	the	sake	of	sinners.	Numerous	and	amazing	Old	Testament	prophecies	are	fulfilled	frequently	in	these	final	chapters.	Some	of	these	are	His	betrayal	for	thirty	pieces	of	silver	by	Judas,	crucifixion	with	two	robbers,	and	those	wagging	their	heads	at	Jesus	while	He	was	yet	on	the
cross.Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	16The	book	of	Mark	is	a	Gospel	that	contains	Narrative	History,	Sermons,	Parables,	and	some	Prophetic	Oracles.	This	Gospel	has	somewhat	of	an	emphasis	in	miracles	(27	total)	which	is	significantly	more	than	any	of	the	other	Gospels.	The	key	word	in	Mark	is	"Immediately"
which	is	used	34	times	causing	the	reader	to	move	from	one	account	to	the	next	rapidly.	Mark	is	the	shortest	of	the	synoptic	gospels	and	was	written	about	64	A.D.	The	key	personalities	of	this	book	are	Jesus	Christ,	His	Twelve	Disciples,	Jewish	religious	leaders,	Pilate,	and	John	the	Baptist.It	was	written	by	John	Mark	who	was	one	of	the	missionaries
who	accompanied	Paul	and	Barnabas	on	their	mission	trips.	It	is	possible	that	Mark	wrote	this	Gospel	at	the	urging	of	Peter	(his	companion	in	Rome)	since	he	had	firsthand	knowledge	of	the	things	that	Mark	wrote	about.The	purpose	of	the	Gospel	of	Mark	is	to	show	that	the	Lord	Jesus	is	the	Messiah,	the	Son	of	God	who	was	sent	to	suffer	and	to	serve
in	order	to	rescue	and	restore	mankind.The	16	chapters	of	the	Gospel	of	Mark	can	be	divided	into	two	parts,	8	chapters	each.	In	the	first	8	chapters	Jesus	is	essentially	traveling	north	and	preaching	until	chapter	8.	In	Chapter	8,	Jesus	is	in	the	city	of	Caesarea	Philippi	where	He	asks	His	disciples,	“Who	do	people	say	that	I	am?”	(vs.	27).	Peter	replies,
“You	are	the	Christ”.	Throughout	the	last	8	chapters,	Jesus	is	traveling	south,	back	to	Jerusalem;	all	the	way	to	Calvary’s	Cross.•				In	chapter	1,	there	is	a	quick	introduction	of	John	the	Baptist	and	his	preparation	for	the	coming	Messiah.	It	also	includes	the	baptism	of	Jesus	in	the	river	Jordan,	and	the	temptation	in	the	desert	by	Satan.	The	focus
quickly	changes	to	the	message	and	ministry	of	Jesus.•				In	chapters	2-10,	Jesus	selects	His	Disciples,	“And	He	appointed	twelve,	so	that	they	would	be	with	Him,	and	that	He	could	send	them	out	to	preach”	(3:14).	The	rest	of	these	passages	almost	completely	refer	to	Jesus	as	a	Servant.	It	presents	Jesus	either	teaching,	healing,	helping,	performing
miracles,	blessing,	feeding,	challenging	authority,	and	feeling	compassion	(8:2).•				Chapters	11-16	are	the	final	chapters	that	declare	the	death	and	resurrection	of	Jesus	Christ	again	another	example	of	servanthood.	He	is	betrayed,	dragged	through	a	faulty	trial,	and	then	unmercifully	beaten,	humiliated	and	crucified;	all	for	the	purpose	of	serving
sinners.	The	final	chapter	is	the	miraculous	resurrection	of	His	physical	body,	numerous	appearances,	and	command	of	the	Great	Commission,	and	finally	His	ascension	to	the	right	hand	of	God.Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	17The	book	of	Luke	is	a	Gospel	that	contains	Narrative	History,	Genealogy,	Sermons,
Parables,	and	some	Prophetic	Oracles.	The	emphasis	of	Luke	is	Parables	and	contains	more	of	them	than	any	other	Gospel	(19	total).	It	is	the	third	of	the	synoptic	gospels.	Luke,	a	doctor	and	a	Greek	Christian,	wrote	it	circa	59-61	A.D.	He	accompanied	Paul	on	mission	journeys,	as	described	in	the	book	of	Acts,	which	Luke	also	wrote.	The	key	word	in
Luke	is	"Son	of	Man"	which	is	used	80	times.The	key	personalities	of	the	book	include	Jesus	Christ,	His	parents	Mary	and	Joseph,	the	Twelve	Disciples,	John	the	Baptist,	Herod	the	Great,	Jewish	religious	leaders,	and	Pilate.This	book	was	written	to	record	an	accurate	account	“so	that	you	may	know	the	exact	truth”	(1:4),	of	the	life	of	Jesus	Christ	as
the	perfect	Savior	of	the	world.	He	wrote	to	the	Greeks	to	present	Jesus	in	His	perfect	manhood	as	the	“Son	of	Man,”	the	Savior	of	all	men.•				In	chapters	1-4,	Luke	writes	a	very	detailed	account	of	the	birth	of	Jesus,	a	common	Christmas	story,	yet	always	fascinating.	He	then	explains	John	the	Baptist’s	preparation	of	the	coming	Messiah,	then	Jesus’
baptism	in	the	Jordan	River,	which	transitions	into	Jesus’	beginning	ministry	in	Galilee.•				Chapters	5-21	consist	of	the	ministry	of	Jesus.	As	Jesus	travels,	He	teaches,	preaches,	heals	the	sick,	and	brings	hope	to	the	desperate	and	discouraged.	He	was	also	seeking	those	who	were	obedient	and	faithful,	such	as	the	Roman	Centurion	who	sincerely
pleads	with	Jesus	to	heal	his	servant	from	a	far	distance,	“just	say	the	word,	and	my	servant	will	be	healed”	(7:7).	Jesus	met	many	religious	leaders	who	relentlessly	opposed	Him	and	constantly	tried	to	trick	and	kill	Him.•				In	chapters	22-24,	one	of	His	own	(Judas)	betrays	Jesus.	He	was	unlawfully	convicted	by	a	dishonest	and	hateful	court,	and
sentenced	to	an	excruciating	death.	However,	death	could	not	hold	Him	and	after	three	days	He	resurrected	and	arose	from	the	grave,	just	as	He	had	miraculously	raised	others	during	His	ministry.Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	18The	book	of	John	is	a	Gospel	that	contains	Narrative	History,	Sermons,	Parables,
and	a	few	Prophetic	Oracles.	It	was	written	by	the	Disciple/Apostle	John	around	85-95	A.D.	The	key	personalities	of	this	book	are	Jesus	Christ,	His	Twelve	Disciples,	Mary	Magdalene,	John	the	Baptist,	Lazarus,	his	sisters	Mary	and	Martha,	Jewish	religious	leaders,	and	Pilate.It	was	written	so	that	all	may	believe	in	Jesus	Christ	the	Son	of	God	who	gives
eternal	life.	John’s	gospel	uses	the	word	“Believe”	98	times	and	the	word	“Life”	36	times,	in	an	effort	to	embed	the	importance	that	one	must	believe	in	order	to	live	eternally.	John	is	not	one	of	the	three	synoptic	(common	view)	gospels,	but	instead	was	written	with	a	more	theological	substance,	yet	equally	as	inspired	and	important	as	the	first	three
gospels.•				Chapter	1	is	the	preamble	of	the	Messiah’s	coming	ministry.	John	gives	clear	evidence	that	Jesus	is	more	than	just	a	man,	“In	the	beginning	was	the	Word	and	the	Word	was	with	God,	and	the	Word	was	God”	(1:1).	John	then	describes	that	the	“Word”	is	Jesus	who	became	a	man	to	“live	among	us”	(1:14).	The	beginning	verses	in	the	first
chapter	teaches	us	that	Jesus	is	more	than	just	a	man	who	came	into	existence	but	rather,	He	is	infinite	God.•				Chapters	2-12	consist	of	Jesus’	ministry.	He	meets	with	a	religious	leader	named	Nicodemus	and	teaches	him	that	no	one	can	enter	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven	unless	they	have	are	personally	“Born-Again”	(3:3).	Several	times	throughout	the
book,	Jesus	claims	that	He	Himself	is	God,	“I	am	the	Father	are	one”	(10:30).	Jesus	also	repeats	and	applies	to	Himself,	the	Jehovaic	statement,	“I	AM”	as	found	in	Exodus	3:14,	for	example,	when	Jesus	declares,	“I	am	the	resurrection	and	the	life”	(11:25),	“I	am	the	way	the	truth	and	the	life”	(14:6),	“I	am	the	door”	(10:9),	and	“I	am	the	bread	of	life”
(6:35).•				The	events	in	Chapters	13-17	occur	less	than	24	hours	before	Jesus’	death.	They	describe	the	details	of	the	Last	Supper	with	Jesus	and	His	disciples.	Jesus	taught	many	important	topics	to	the	Disciples	during	this	time.	Some	of	these	were	topics	about	the	Kingdom,	and	about	the	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit	that	would	be	sent	to	them.	He	also
prays	for	Himself,	His	disciples,	and	for	all	the	future	believers.•	Chapters	18-21	portray	the	death,	burial,	and	resurrection	of	Jesus	Christ.	In	these	final	chapters,	He	is	on	trial	and	then	convicted	illegally.	After	which	He	is	appallingly	beaten,	humiliated,	and	then	crucified.	Jesus	resurrected	and	arose	from	the	tomb	and	appeared	to	Mary	Magdalene
and	to	His	disciples.	When	John	finishes	his	gospel	he	writes	one	of	the	most	amazing	truths	about	Jesus	Christ,“And	there	are	many	other	things	which	Jesus	did,	which	if	they	were	written	in	detail,	I	suppose	that	even	the	world	itself	would	not	contain	the	books	that	would	be	written”	(21:25).Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary
Collection	Page	19The	genre	of	the	book	of	Acts	is	Narrative	History	with	several	Sermons.	Luke,	the	author	of	the	Gospel	of	Luke,	was	a	doctor	and	Gentile.	He	wrote	this	book	circa	60-62	A.D.	It	is	Luke’s	sequel	to	the	Gospel	of	Luke.	It	is	titled	"Acts"	to	emphasize	that	this	book	records	the	"Acts	of	the	Apostles	through	the	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit".
The	key	personalities	of	Acts	are	Peter,	Paul,	John,	James,	Stephen,	Barnabas,	Timothy,	Lydia,	Silas,	and	Apollos.Luke	wrote	the	book	of	Acts	(Acts	of	the	Apostles)	to	record	how	believers	were	empowered	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	worked	to	spread	the	Gospel	of	Christ,	and	are	a	model	for	the	future	church.The	book	of	Acts	is	also	the	history	of	the	birth,
the	founding,	and	the	spread	of	the	Church	from	Jerusalem	to	Rome.	It	also	records	the	transition	of	the	Church	from	being	almost	exclusively	a	Jewish	institution	into	becoming	a	Gentile	and	an	international	institution.	Consequently,	it	records	the	transition	of	Christianity	from	a	Jewish	religion	into	an	international	faith.	The	Gospel	of	salvation	is	for
all	because	Jesus	Christ	is	Lord	of	all.•				Chapters	1-6:7,	contains	the	events	that	surround	Jerusalem	and	the	infancy	of	the	church.	The	contents	of	these	passages	surround	the	early	evangelistic	work	in	Jerusalem.	It	describes	the	events	of	Pentecost,	and	the	amazingly	bold	sermon	presented	by	the	Apostle	Peter	to	all	the	Jews	who	gathered	for	the
Feast	of	Weeks.	The	result	of	this	sermon	was	3000	new	believers	surrendering	to	Jesus	Christ.•				In	chapters	6:8-9:31,	there	is	a	shift	in	the	focus	of	evangelism	to	other	areas.	Although	the	ministry	continued	in	Jerusalem,	witnessing	the	Gospel	also	included	those	who	were	not	completely	Jewish	(Samaritans	and	Proselytes).	In	8:5,	Philip	traveled
down	to	Samaria,	“and	began	proclaiming	Christ	to	them”.	Stephen	is	falsely	accused	and	stoned	to	death	while	he	preaches	to	the	religious	leaders.	As	Stephen	was	dying,	he	prayed	to	Jesus	Christ,	“Lord	Jesus,	receive	my	spirit!”	(7:59).	Stephen’s	executioners	laid	their	robes	at	the	feet	of	a	young	persecutor	named	Saul,	who	would	soon	become
known	as	“Paul	the	Apostle”.	Saul	spent	his	early	days	oppressing	Christians	and	imprisoning	them,	until	he	had	a	life	changing	experience	with	Jesus	Christ	on	the	road	to	Damascus	in	chapter	9:3.•				From	chapters	9:32-12:24,	evangelism	of	the	gospel	among	the	gentiles	begins.	Peter	received	a	revelation	that	the	gospel	was	also	to	be	shared
among	the	Gentiles.	Cornelius,	a	Roman	Commander	and	some	of	his	men	become	followers	of	Christ.	Saul	(the	persecutor)	has	become	a	passionate	follower	of	Christ	and	immediately	begins	preaching	the	gospel.	We	also	find	that	the	term	“Christians”	is	first	used	in	Antioch.•				In	12:25-16:5	the	gospel	is	shared	geographically	to	the	Gentiles	in	a
different	region	farther	outside	Jerusalem.	Saul	changes	his	Hebrew	name	to	Paul,	a	Greek	name,	to	reach	the	Gentiles.	Paul	and	Barnabas	begin	their	first	and	second	missionary	journeys	to	the	Gentile	world	with	both	success	and	opposition.	In	chapter	15,	the	Jerusalem	Council	takes	place	to	authorize	spreading	the	gospel	message	to	the	Gentile
nations.•				From	16:6-19:20,	after	they	are	forbidden	to	enter	Asia,	Paul	receives	a	vision.	He	and	Silas	head	farther	West	to	Macedonia	to	preach	the	gospel	message	in	the	Gentile	European	regions.	Lydia,	a	woman	who	sold	purple	fabric,	became	the	first	convert	along	with	her	entire	household.	Paul	preached	to	the	Greek	philosophers	on	Mars	Hill
and	next	sets	out	on	his	third	missionary	journey.	“The	word	of	the	Lord	was	growing	mightily	and	prevailing”	(19:20).•				The	final	chapters	from	19:21-28,	describe	Paul’s	travel	to	Jerusalem	where	he	was	arrested,	and	then	his	difficult	travel	to	Rome	to	be	put	on	trial.	When	he	arrives,	he	is	imprisoned	in	house	arrest	and	the	book	of	Acts	abruptly
ends	without	describing	the	events	of	his	trial	before	Caesar.Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	20The	book	of	Romans	is	a	Pauline	Epistle	(letter	from	Paul).	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	it	roughly	about	56-57	A.D.	The	key	personalities	in	the	book	of	Romans	are	the	Apostle	Paul,	and	Phoebe	who	delivered	this	letter.	Paul
wrote	the	letter	to	the	believers	in	Rome,	hence	the	name	“Romans”.	He	wrote	it	to	give	them	a	concrete	theological	foundation	on	which	to	construct	their	faith	and	to	live	for	and	serve	God	effectively.The	book	of	Romans	reveals	the	answers	to	important	questions	and	supplies	information	on	many	topics,	such	as	salvation,	the	sovereignty	of	God,
judgment,	spiritual	growth,	and	the	righteousness	of	God.	Many	scholars	also	describe	it	as	The	Gospel	and	the	Righteousness	of	God,	which	can	be	received	only	by	faith	in	the	atoning	death	of	Jesus	Christ.The	focus	of	the	“righteousness	of	God”	is	foundational	throughout	the	book	of	Romans.	In	fact,	it	is	threaded	through	every	section	of	the	basic
outline	of	this	epistle.	Paul	reiterates	this	so	that	the	reader	may	realize	that	salvation	cannot	be	attained	through	man’s	good	deeds	but	only	through	faith	in	God’s	righteousness:	"I	am	not	ashamed	of	the	gospel,	because	it	is	the	power	of	God	for	the	salvation	of	everyone	who	believes...	For	in	the	gospel	a	righteousness	from	God	is	revealed,	a
righteousness	that	is	by	faith"	(1:16-17).	You	cannot	repair	your	relationship	with	God	through	your	good	deeds;	this	is	only	accomplished	through	faith	in	the	perfect	and	finished	work	of	Jesus	Christ.•				In	chapters	1-8,	Paul	explains	the	fundamentals	and	foundations	of	the	Christian	faith.	This	is	the	Gospel	Message,	which	all	believers	are
commanded	to	share	with	the	entire	world.	Some	of	the	most	popular	and	precious	memorization	passages	about	Salvation	can	be	found	in	the	first	several	chapters	of	Romans,	“For	the	wages	of	sin	is	death,	but	the	free	gift	of	God	is	eternal	life	in	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord”	(6:23).	Paul	teaches	about	the	sinful	nature	of	all	men	in	the	eyes	of	God,
justification	by	faith	in	Jesus	Christ,	freedom	from	sin,	and	victory	in	Christ.•				Chapters	9-11,	Paul	explains	God’s	sovereignty	over	salvation.	He	also	spells	out	how	an	individual	may	come	into	a	right	relationship	with	God:	"if	you	confess	with	your	mouth	Jesus	as	Lord,	and	believe	in	your	heart	that	God	raised	Him	from	the	dead,	you	will	be	saved;
for	with	the	heart	a	person	believes,	resulting	in	righteousness,	and	with	the	mouth	he	confesses,	resulting	in	salvation."	(10:13).	Place	your	faith	and	trust	only	in	what	Jesus	Christ	has	already	done	on	the	cross	and	make	Him	the	Master	of	your	life	and	trust	He	raised	Himself	from	the	grave	conquering	death.	His	promise	is	"You	will	be	saved''.•	In
chapters	12-16,	Paul	gives	instructions	for	all	Christians	about	how	to	live	a	holy	lifestyle.	In	the	beginning	of	chapter	12	he	writes,	“Present	your	bodies	a	living	and	holy	sacrifice”,	and	“Do	not	be	conformed	to	this	world”	(vss.	1-2).	Much	of	the	errors	and	trials	that	Paul	dealt	with	in	his	“Epistles”,	were	because	the	believers	had	conformed	their
lives	to	the	world	and	not	to	God.Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	21The	book	of	1st	Corinthians	is	a	Pauline	Epistle	(letter	from	Paul).	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	it	about	56	A.D.	The	key	personalities	of	this	book	are	the	Apostle	Paul,	Timothy	and	also	Chloe’s	household.	Paul’s	purpose	in	writing	this	letter	to	the
church	in	Corinth	was	to	address	and	correct	the	immorality	and	divisions	that	had	arisen	among	them.•				Chapters	1-4,	Paul	received	reports	of	problems	in	the	church	in	Corinth	and	therefore	addresses	their	problems	and	disorders,	“there	are	quarrels	among	you”	(1:11).	Paul	asks	believers	to	''consider	your	calling''	(1:26-30).	He	then	declares
three	times	that	God	''has	chosen''	them	and	''because	of	Him	you	are	in	Christ	Jesus''.	This	truth	is	joyful	and	relieving	to	believers	that	God	is	in	control	and	is	the	orchestrator	of	our	lives.•				In	chapters	5-11,	Paul	exposes	all	of	the	immorality	that	was	occurring	in	the	church	at	Corinth.	These	include	sexual	immorality,	issues	of	marriage,	and
lawsuits	with	other	believers.	“Do	you	not	know	that	the	unrighteous	will	not	inherit	the	kingdom	of	God?	Do	not	be	deceived;	neither	fornicators,	nor	idolaters,	nor	adulterers,	nor	effeminate,	nor	homosexuals,	nor	thieves,	nor	the	covetous,	nor	drunkards,	nor	revilers,	nor	swindlers,	will	inherit	the	kingdom	of	God”	(6:9).	Paul	warns	believers	to	be
careful	how	you	live,	"For	you	have	been	bought	with	a	price"	(vs	20),•				In	chapters	12-14,	he	clears	up	some	of	the	confusion	about	practices	of	worship.	He	corrects	difficult	doctrines	that	had	caused	divisions.	Some	of	these	differences	were	the	role	of	women	in	worship,	the	use	of	spiritual	gifts,	and	observing	the	Lord’s	Supper.	“For	God	is	not	a
God	of	confusion	but	of	peace,	as	in	all	the	churches	of	the	saints”	(14:33).•				Chapters	15-16	consist	of	Paul	dealing	with	the	topic	of	the	Resurrection	of	Jesus	Christ.	This	is	the	topic	that	is,	“offirst	importance”	to	Paul.	It	is	here	we	find	the	most	important	information	on	planet	Earth,	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	in	verses	1-4.	“Now	I	make	known	to
you,	brethren,	the	gospel	which	I	preached	to	you,	which	also	you	received,	in	which	also	you	stand,	by	which	also	you	are	saved,	if	you	hold	fast	the	word	which	I	preached	to	you,	unless	you	believed	in	vain.	For	I	delivered	to	you	as	of	first	importance	what	I	also	received,	that	Christ	died	for	our	sins	according	to	the	Scriptures,	and	that	He	was
buried,	and	that	He	was	raised	on	the	third	day	according	to	the	Scriptures”	(15:1-4).Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	22The	book	of	2nd	Corinthians	is	a	Pauline	Epistle	(letter	from	Paul).	The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	it	about	56	A.D.	The	key	personalities	of	this	book	are	the	Apostle	Paul,	Timothy,	and	Titus.	Paul	wrote
this	letter	to	the	church	in	Corinth	to	defend	and	protect	his	Apostleship,	and	to	teach	and	warn	against	false	teachers	who	were	spreading	heresy.•				In	chapters	1-7,	Paul	describes	the	characteristics	of	an	Apostle.	He	explained	that	his	ministry	was	to	preach	Jesus	Christ	alone	and	not	himself,	“For	we	do	not	preach	ourselves,	but	Christ	Jesus	as
Lord,	and	ourselves	as	bondservants	for	Jesus’	sake”	(4:5).Paul	then	explains	that	Christians	will	suffer.	"we	are	afflicted	in	every	way,	but	not	crushed;	perplexed,	but	not	despairing;	persecuted,	but	not	forsaken;	struck	down,	but	not	destroyed".	It	is	promised	to	followers	of	Christ	that	they	will	suffer.	Paul	states	that	compared	to	eternity	with	Christ
the	sufferings	of	this	world	are	temporary	and	have	a	purpose	for	us:	"For	momentary,	light	affliction	is	producing	for	us	an	eternal	weight	of	glory	far	beyond	all	comparison,	while	we	look	not	at	the	things	which	are	seen,	but	at	the	things	which	are	not	seen;	for	the	things	which	are	seen	are	temporal,	but	the	things	which	are	not	seen	are	eternal."•
			In	chapters	8-9,	He	urges	the	Corinthians	to	give	the	offering	to	the	believers	in	Judea,	as	they	had	promised.	He	taught	that	if	they	gave	generously	they	would	also	“reap	generously”	(9:6).•				Chapters	10-13	Paul	defends	his	ministry	and	responds	to	attacks	about	his	Apostleship.	They	had	been	questioning	his	authority	and	opposing	him.	Paul
declares	that	if	anyone	preaches	a	different	Gospel	or	a	different	Jesus,	other	than	what	Paul	and	the	Apostles	were	preaching,	they	are	false	teachers	and	deceitful	workers	and	should	not	be	accepted.In	chapter	12	7-10,	Paul	explains	a	theology	of	his	own	suffering.	He	asks	God	to	remove	a	suffering	from	His	life	but	God	refuses.	God	responds	to
him,	"My	grace	is	sufficient	for	you,	for	power	is	perfected	in	weakness".	Paul	understood	that	God	is	sovereign	and	in	control	over	even	his	sufferings.	Therefore,	Paul	embraces	his	suffering	because	God	allows	them	into	his	life	for	a	purpose	regardless	of	how	difficult	they	may	be.	In	times	of	calamity,	he	understood	that	these	were	times	when	he
depended	on	God's	strength	and	mercy	the	most.	Paul	responds,	"Therefore	I	am	well	content	with	weaknesses,	with	insults,	withdistresses,	with	persecutions,	with	difficulties,	for	Christ’s	sake;	for	when	I	am	weak,	then	I	am	strong”.	Paul	knew	he	was	the	strongest	when	he	felt	the	weakest	because	he	depended	on	God,	the	one	who	has	infinite
strength.The	last	thing	Apostle	Paul	teaches	in	2ndCorinthians	is	how	to	test	yourself.	If	you	want	to	know	if	you	are	a	Christian,	if	you	want	to	know	if	you	are	a	believer	and	follower	of	Jesus	Christ,	than	you	must	test	yourself,	“to	see	if	you	are	in	the	faith”;	examine	yourself	with	Scripture	(13:5).Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary
Collection	Page	23The	book	of	Galatians	is	a	Pauline	Epistle	(letter	from	Paul).	It	was	written	by	the	Apostle	Paul	about	49	A.D.	prior	to	the	Jerusalem	Council	which	had	taken	place	in	50	A.D.	This	quite	possibly	could	have	been	Paul’s	first	letter.	The	key	personalities	of	this	book	are	the	Apostle	Paul,	Peter,	Barnabas,	Abraham,	Titus,	and	false
teachers.	Paul	writes	this	book	to	deal	with	the	problem	of	circumcision	and	Jewish	legalism	toward	Gentile	believers.•				In	chapters	1-2,	Paul’s	gives	his	testimony	about	how	he	had	received	the	authentic	Gospel	message.	He	warns	that	if	anyone	presents	another	Gospel	message	other	than	the	one	he	was	preaching,	that	person	is	“As	we	have	said
before,	so	I	say	again	now,	if	any	man	is	preaching	to	you	a	gospel	contrary	to	what	you	received,	he	is	to	be	accursed!”	(1:9).	Paul	was	speaking	of	the	one	true	Gospel	that	he	had	received;	Please	read	1st	Corinthians	15:1-4.Paul	then	declares	that	Christ	now	lives	within	him,	and	directs,	and	empowers	him	to	live	as	Christ’s	ambassador	and
instrument:	"I	have	been	crucified	with	Christ;	and	it	is	no	longer	I	who	live,	but	Christ	lives	in	me;	and	the	life	which	I	now	live	in	the	flesh	I	live	by	faith	in	the	Son	of	God,	who	loved	me	and	gave	Himself	up	for	me"	(2:2o).•				Chapters	3-5:12,	Paul	begins	by	declaring	that	salvation	is	through	faith	and	trust	in	Jesus	Christ	“Alone”,	and	cannot	be
obtained	through	the	keeping	of	the	Law.	“Fou	foolish	Galatians!	Who	put	you	under	a	spell?	Was	not	Jesus	the	Messiah	clearly	portrayed	before	your	very	eyes	as	having	been	crucified?	I	want	to	learn	only	one	thing	from	you:	Did	you	receive	the	Spirit	by	doing	the	works	of	the	law	or	by	believing	what	you	heard?	Are	you	so	foolish?	Having	started
out	with	the	Spirit,	are	you	now	ending	up	with	the	flesh?	(Galatians	3:1-3).	The	Law	(10	Commandments)	is	our	tutor	to	lead	us	to	salvation	in	Jesus	Christ,	“the	Law	has	become	our	tutor	to	lead	us	to	Christ,	so	that	we	may	be	justified	by	faith”	(3:24).	No	one	can	obey	the	10	Commandments.	It	is	impossible.	Every	person	has	broken	them;	therefore,
we	can	only	attain	salvation	through	trusting	in	our	Savior	Christ	Jesus.•				Chapters	5:13-6,	He	teaches	the	Fruits	of	the	Spirit	and	tells	us	to	“walk	by	the	Spirit,	and	you	will	not	carry	out	the	desire	of	the	flesh”	(5:16).	Good	works	does	not	save,	but	a	Christian	must	have	the	desire	to	produce	good	fruit,	obey	God’s	Law	and	live	a	holy	and	righteous
life	in	the	eyes	of	God.	Christians	should	live	this	redeemed	life.Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	24The	book	of	Ephesians	is	a	Prison	Epistle	(letter	written	while	in	prison).	Paul	wrote	it	about	60-62	A.D.	The	key	personalities	of	Ephesians	are	the	Apostle	Paul	and	Tychicus.	It	was	written	to	encourage	believers	to
walk	as	fruitful	followers	of	Christ	and	to	serve	in	unity	and	love	in	the	midst	of	persecution.•				In	chapters	1-3,	Paul	begins	with	the	joyful	truth	that	every	believer	has	been	chosen	by	God	before	the	foundation	of	the	world,	"He	chose	us	in	Him	before	the	foundation	of	the	world,	that	we	would	be	holy	and	blameless	before	Him.	In	love	He
predestined	us	to	adoption	as	sons	through	Jesus	Christ	to	Himself,	according	to	the	kind	intention	of	His	will"	(1:4-5).	Paul	then	teaches	about	the	unity	of	believers.	These	are	the	truths	and	blessings	that	all	believers	have	in	common.	He	wrote	that	all	Christians	are	“adopted	as	sons	through	Jesus	Christ”	(1:5).	All	believers	are,	“redeemed	through
His	blood”	(1:7),	and	“sealed	by	the	Holy	Spirit”	(1:13).	Paul	continues	on	to	clear	up	one	of	the	most	misconceived	and/or	often	ignored	subjects	even	to	this	day,	“Salvation	by	Grace”.	He	wrote	that	salvation	is	by	the	“Grace”	of	God	and	that	it	is	through	“Faith”,	and	that	no	one	can	contribute	to	salvation,	in	any	way,	even	with	good	deeds:	"For	by
grace	you	have	been	saved	through	faith;	and	that	not	of	yourselves,	it	is	the	gift	of	God;	not	as	a	result	of	works,	so	that	no	one	may	boast''	(2:8-9).•				In	chapters	4-5,	Paul	encourages	the	believer	to	“walk	in	a	manner	worthy	of	the	calling”.	Every	believer	has	a	responsibility	to	live	as	servants	of	Jesus	Christ.	In	these	chapters,	Paul	teaches	that	it
takes	hard	work	to	be	in	unity	with	others,	and	that	we	are	to	be	“imitators	of	God”	(5:1).	He	mentions	imperative	truths	and	advice	for	well	functioning	families,	including	husbands	and	wives	who	upon	the	oath	of	marriage	become	as	“one	flesh”	(5:31).	Paul	explains	the	concept	of	a	biblical	marriage.	Marriage	is	a	picture	of	Christ	and	the	church
(body	of	believers)	and	the	way	that	Jesus	Christ	loved	the	church	is	the	way	that	the	husband	must	love	his	treasured	wife,	"Husbands,	love	your	wives,	just	as	Christ	also	loved	the	church	and	gave	Himself	up	for	her"	(5:25).	Paul	doesn’t	end	there,	he	goes	on	to	reinforce	that	husbands	are	to	love	their	wives,	"as	their	own	bodies"	and	also	to	love
their	wives,	"even	as	himself	(vss	28;33).When	a	husband	learns	to	love	his	wife	in	this	way,	his	wife	usually	has	no	issues	fulfilling	her	role	and	even	enjoys	it,	"the	wife	must	see	to	it	that	she	respects	her	husband"	(vs	33).•	In	chapter	6,	Paul	instructs	believers	how	to	prepare	for	spiritual	battle	by	dressing	in	the	“full	armor	of	God”	(6:11).	Prayer	is
the	key	weapon	of	the	Christian	soldier.	He	emphasizes	his	principle	with	the	repeated	statement	“stand	firm”.Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	25The	book	of	Philippians	is	a	Prison	Epistle	(letter	written	while	in	prison).	Paul	wrote	it	about	62	A.D.	as	he	anticipated	his	release	from	prison.	They	key	personalities
are	the	Apostle	Paul,	Timothy,	Epaphroditus,	Euodia,	and	Syntyche.	It	was	written	to	show	his	appreciation	and	love	to	the	Philippians	in	a	thank-you	letter	for	their	continued	help	and	support,	and	also	to	encourage	their	growth.•				Chapter	1,	Paul	writes	about	his	sufferings	and	that	through	his	imprisonment	the	Kingdom	was	increased.	“Now	I
want	you	to	know,	brethren,	that	my	circumstances	have	turned	out	for	the	greater	progress	of	the	gospel”	(1:12).	Christians	are	to	surrender	their	lives	in	service	to	Christ	Jesus.	And	what	should	Christians	expect	in	this	life	for	doing	this?	Suffering.	Paul	explains	that	there	are	two	things	granted	by	God	for	a	believer.	The	first	is	to	believe	in	Him
and	the	other	is	to	suffer,	“For	to	you	it	has	been	granted	for	Christ’s	sake,	not	only	to	believe	in	Him,	but	also	to	suffer	for	His	sake,	experiencing	the	same	conflict	which	you	saw	in	me,	and	now	hear	to	be	in	me”	(1:29-30).	Jesus	said,	“Count	the	cost”...	(Luke	14:25-33).•				Chapter	2,	Paul	explains	the	benefits	of	believers	in	unity	with	the	“mind	of
Christ”.	He	teaches	a	theological	lesson	about	the	humanity	of	Jesus	Christ	as	He	laid	down	His	glory	and	became	a	perfect	human	man	in	order	to	rescue	and	restore	mankind	back	to	a	relationship	with	God.•				Chapter	3,	Paul	expounds	on	the	joys	of	a	Christian	and	encourages	the	church	to	press	forward	with	the	Gospel.	He	displays	his	testimony
when	he	said,	“I	have	suffered	the	loss	of	all	things,	and	count	them	but	rubbish	so	that	I	may	gain	Christ”	(3:8).•				Chapter	4,	Paul	again	mentions	joy	in	Christ	as	he	encourages	believers	to	rejoice	in	the	Lord.	It	is	important	for	the	believer	to	be	well	grounded	in	prayer	and	thanksgiving.	To	offer	praise	and	to	give	God	thanks	for	the	many
provisions	they	are	blessed	with,	“my	God	shall	supply	all	your	needs”	(4:19).Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection	Page	26The	book	of	Colossians	is	a	Prison	Epistle	(letter	written	while	in	prison).	Paul	wrote	it	circa	60-62	A.D.	The	key	personalities	include	Paul,	Timothy,	Tychicus,	Onesimus,	Aristarchus,	Mark,	and	Epaphras.
It	was	written	to	counter	and	respond	to	heretical	teachings	and	encourage	believers	to	serve	with	fervor	and	passion.The	basic	problem	was	a	Judaic-Gnostic	heresy	that	sought	to	mix	Greek	philosophy	with	Christian	theology.	Gnostic	philosophy	taught	that	matter	was	evil.	In	order	to	avoid	having	their	pure	god	create	evil,	they	had	created	a
system	of	lesser	deities	that	overflowed	from	their	god.	These	lesser	gods	were	far	enough	removed	from	the	pure	god	that	they	were	able	to	create	the	universe	(which	was	composed	of	evil	matter).They	named	this	lesser	deity	the	Jehovah	God	of	the	Hebrews.•				In	chapters	1-2,	Paul	sends	words	of	thanks	to	the	faithful	believers	“who	are	at
Colosse”.	Paul	did	not	establish	the	Colossian	Church	and	had	never	visited	there.	He	teaches	one	of	the	most	powerful	passages	attributing	the	divinity	of	Jesus	Christ	who	is	God	in	flesh.	It	is	apparent	that	false	teachers	were	spreading	heresy	by	rejecting	the	deity	of	Jesus	Christ,	probably	teaching	that	He	was	just	a	“unique	man”.	Paul	warns	not	to
allow	anyone	to	lead	them	astray	with	Philosophy,	trickery,	or	by	traditions	of	men.	Paul	then	assured	the	church	that	Jesus	is	God,	“in	Him	all	the	fullness	of	Deity	dwells	in	bodily	form”	(2:9),	and	that	He,	“reconciled	all	things	unto	Himself’	(1:20),	and	He	did	it	by,	“having	nailed	it	to	the	cross”	(2:14)	referring	to	our	sins.	Because	Jesus	Christ	is
God,He	was	able	to	pay	the	penalty	of	sin	in	order	to	rescue	mankind.•				In	chapters	3-4,	Paul	encourages	the	church	to	focus	on	God,	and	keep	their	eyes	on	the	goal,	“set	your	mind	on	the	things	above”	(3:2).	He	teaches	believers	how	to	live	at	home,	how	to	manage	family	matters,	and	how	to	get	along	with	other	believers	in	Christ.	His	approach	is
for	believers	to	put	aside	the	petty	situations	that	become	obstacles	in	our	lives,	ultimately	slow	us	down,	and	prevent	the	spread	of	the	Gospel.	Paul	then	explains	what	it	means	to	forgive,	"just	as	the	Lord	forgave	you,	so	also	should	you"	(3:13).	Paul	declares,	"Beyond	all	these	things	put	on	love,	which	is	the	perfect	bond	of	unity.	Let	the	peace	of
Christ	rule	in	your	hearts"	(3:14-15)Summaries	Courtesy	of	the	Ultimate	Bible	Summary	Collection


