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In	the	world	of	woodworking,	a	table	saw	is	an	essential	tool	that	offers	precision	and	efficiency.	It	represents	the	beating	heart	of	any	workshop,	enabling	craftsmen	to	bring	their	creative	visions	to	life.	However,	like	any	piece	of	machinery,	a	table	saw	requires	regular	maintenance	to	ensure	optimal	performance	and	longevity.	This	complete	guide
serves	as	a	roadmap	for	maintaining	and	optimizing	your	table	saw	through	cleaning	and	lubrication	techniques.	Just	as	a	well-tuned	instrument	produces	harmonious	melodies,	a	properly	maintained	table	saw	yields	flawless	cuts	with	ease.	Within	this	comprehensive	guide,	you	will	discover	step-by-step	instructions	on	how	to	gather	the	necessary
cleaning	supplies,	remove	dust	and	debris	from	your	table	saw,	lubricate	its	moving	parts	for	smooth	operation,	check	and	adjust	blade	alignment	and	fence	positioning,	inspect	safety	features	for	potential	damage	or	wear-and-tear,	and	establish	a	regular	maintenance	routine.	By	adhering	to	these	guidelines	and	dedicating	time	to	caring	for	your
table	saw	diligently,	you	can	ensure	it	performs	at	its	peak	while	safeguarding	yourself	against	accidents	in	the	workshop.	Let	us	embark	on	this	enlightening	journey	together	towards	understanding	the	intricacies	of	table	saw	maintenance.	Key	Takeaways	Regular	cleaning	and	lubrication	are	essential	for	maintaining	the	optimal	performance	and
longevity	of	a	table	saw.	Proper	cleaning	supplies,	such	as	a	vacuum	cleaner,	compressed	air,	soft	bristle	brush,	lint-free	cloths,	mild	detergent,	and	lubricant,	should	be	used	for	effective	cleaning	and	lubrication.	Safety	precautions,	including	disconnecting	the	power	source	and	using	compressed	air	or	a	vacuum	cleaner	with	a	brush	attachment,
should	be	taken	when	cleaning	the	table	saw	to	prevent	hazards.	–	Checking	and	adjusting	blade	and	fence	alignment,	inspecting	safety	features,	and	replacing	damaged	parts	are	crucial	steps	in	maintaining	a	safe	and	accurate	table	saw.	Gather	the	Necessary	Cleaning	Supplies	To	effectively	clean	and	maintain	a	table	saw,	it	is	essential	to	gather
the	appropriate	cleaning	supplies.	Cleaning	equipment	specifically	designed	for	table	saws	ensures	thorough	removal	of	debris	and	promotes	optimal	performance.	The	following	items	are	necessary	for	this	task:	a	vacuum	cleaner	with	attachments	compressed	air	a	soft	bristle	brush	or	toothbrush	lint-free	cloths	or	rags	mild	detergent	or	cleaning
solution	lubricant	Proper	cleaning	techniques	are	crucial	in	maintaining	the	functionality	and	longevity	of	the	table	saw.	Begin	by	unplugging	the	machine	to	ensure	safety	during	the	cleaning	process.	Use	the	vacuum	cleaner	with	attachments	to	remove	large	wood	chips	and	dust	from	all	accessible	parts	of	the	saw,	including	the	tabletop	surface,
blade	guard	assembly,	motor	housing,	and	lower	cabinet	area.	Next,	utilize	compressed	air	to	blow	away	any	remaining	dust	particles	from	hard-to-reach	areas	such	as	corners	and	crevices.	A	soft	bristle	brush	or	toothbrush	can	be	employed	to	loosen	stubborn	debris	that	may	have	accumulated	on	small	components	like	gears	or	pulleys.	After
thoroughly	cleaning	all	surfaces,	wipe	them	down	using	lint-free	cloths	or	rags	dampened	with	mild	detergent	or	cleaning	solution.	This	will	eliminate	any	remaining	dirt	or	grease	residue.	Finally,	apply	an	appropriate	lubricant	to	moving	parts	such	as	bearings	and	gears	according	to	manufacturer	guidelines.	By	utilizing	proper	cleaning	equipment
and	techniques	regularly	for	table	saw	maintenance,	users	can	ensure	optimal	performance	while	prolonging	its	lifespan.	Remove	Dust	and	Debris	from	the	Table	Saw	Regular	removal	of	dust	and	debris	from	the	working	surface	of	this	essential	woodworking	tool	ensures	optimal	performance	and	extends	its	lifespan.	Keeping	a	table	saw	clean	not
only	enhances	its	functionality	but	also	prevents	potential	hazards	that	may	arise	due	to	accumulated	dust	particles.	To	effectively	remove	dust	and	debris,	follow	these	preventive	measures	and	safety	precautions:	Disconnect	the	power	source:	Before	starting	any	cleaning	process,	ensure	that	the	table	saw	is	unplugged	from	the	power	outlet	to
minimize	the	risk	of	accidental	start-ups	or	electrical	shocks.	Use	compressed	air	or	a	vacuum	cleaner:	Begin	by	using	compressed	air	or	a	vacuum	cleaner	with	a	brush	attachment	to	remove	loose	dust	from	all	accessible	parts	of	the	table	saw,	including	the	tabletop,	fence,	miter	gauge	slots,	and	blade	guard	assembly.	Employ	a	cleaning	solution:	For
stubborn	dirt	or	residue	buildup	on	metal	surfaces,	use	an	appropriate	cleaning	solution	along	with	a	soft	cloth	or	sponge	to	gently	scrub	away	grime.	Avoid	using	abrasive	cleaners	that	could	potentially	damage	the	finish.	By	regularly	removing	dust	and	debris	from	your	table	saw,	you	are	taking	important	steps	towards	maintaining	its	peak
performance	while	ensuring	your	own	safety	in	woodworking	activities.	Following	these	simple	yet	crucial	steps	will	help	keep	your	table	saw	in	optimal	condition	for	years	to	come.	Lubricate	Moving	Parts	for	Smooth	Operation	Ensuring	the	smooth	operation	of	a	table	saw	involves	applying	lubrication	to	its	moving	parts.	Preventive	measures	such	as
regular	cleaning	and	lubrication	can	significantly	extend	the	lifespan	of	a	table	saw	while	maintaining	optimal	performance.	Lubricating	the	moving	parts	not	only	reduces	friction	but	also	helps	prevent	wear	and	tear,	ensuring	that	the	saw	operates	smoothly	and	efficiently.	To	properly	lubricate	a	table	saw,	it	is	essential	to	use	the	correct	lubricant
and	apply	it	to	specific	areas.	One	commonly	used	lubricant	is	silicone-based	spray,	which	offers	excellent	protection	against	rust	and	corrosion.	When	applying	the	lubricant,	it	is	crucial	to	focus	on	key	areas	such	as	the	arbor	bearings,	elevating	screw	mechanisms,	miter	gauge	slots,	and	trunnions.	Before	applying	any	lubricant,	it	is	vital	to	clean
these	areas	thoroughly	using	a	brush	or	compressed	air	to	remove	any	debris	or	residue	that	may	hinder	proper	functioning.	Once	cleaned,	simply	spray	or	apply	a	small	amount	of	lubricant	directly	onto	each	area	requiring	maintenance.	It	is	important	not	to	over-lubricate	as	excessive	oil	or	grease	can	attract	more	dust	and	debris.	By	implementing
preventive	measures	such	as	regular	cleaning	and	appropriate	lubrication	techniques,	table	saw	owners	can	ensure	their	equipment	operates	smoothly	for	an	extended	period	while	minimizing	potential	issues	caused	by	friction	or	lack	of	maintenance.	Check	and	Adjust	the	Alignment	of	the	Blade	and	Fence	Checking	and	adjusting	the	alignment	of	the
blade	and	fence	is	crucial	for	maintaining	accurate	cuts	on	a	table	saw.	Ensuring	that	the	blade	and	fence	are	properly	aligned	is	essential	for	achieving	precise	and	consistent	results.	One	important	aspect	to	consider	when	checking	the	alignment	is	the	sharpness	of	the	blade.	A	dull	blade	can	cause	inaccuracies	in	cuts,	leading	to	rough	edges	or
uneven	surfaces.	It	is	recommended	to	regularly	inspect	the	blade	for	any	signs	of	wear	or	damage,	such	as	chipped	teeth	or	blunt	edges.	If	necessary,	sharpening	or	replacing	the	blade	may	be	required.	Another	factor	to	take	into	account	is	the	proper	height	of	the	blade.	The	correct	height	will	depend	on	various	factors,	including	the	type	of
material	being	cut	and	desired	outcome.	Adjusting	the	height	accordingly	ensures	that	each	cut	is	made	at	an	appropriate	depth,	avoiding	excessive	friction	and	potential	kickbacks.	To	check	and	adjust	the	alignment,	it	is	advisable	to	use	a	reliable	measuring	tool,	such	as	a	square	or	dial	indicator.	By	placing	these	tools	against	both	sides	of	the	blade
or	fence,	any	deviations	from	parallelism	can	be	identified	and	corrected	if	needed.	By	paying	careful	attention	to	these	aspects	during	table	saw	maintenance,	users	can	ensure	accurate	cuts	with	minimal	waste	and	reduced	safety	risks.	Inspect	the	Safety	Features	and	Replace	any	Damaged	Parts	Inspecting	the	safety	features	and	replacing	any
damaged	parts	is	essential	for	maintaining	a	safe	working	environment	when	operating	a	table	saw.	Table	saws	are	powerful	machines	that	can	cause	serious	injuries	if	not	properly	maintained.	Therefore,	it	is	crucial	to	regularly	inspect	the	safety	mechanisms	of	the	table	saw	to	ensure	their	proper	functioning.	One	important	safety	feature	to	check	is
the	blade	guard.	The	blade	guard	is	designed	to	protect	the	operator	from	accidental	contact	with	the	spinning	blade.	If	the	blade	guard	is	cracked	or	missing,	it	should	be	promptly	replaced	to	prevent	any	potential	accidents.	Additionally,	it	is	also	necessary	to	examine	other	safety	features	such	as	anti-kickback	pawls	and	splitters,	which	help
prevent	kickbacks	and	keep	wood	pieces	from	binding	during	cutting.	Regular	maintenance	of	these	safety	features	ensures	their	effectiveness	in	reducing	the	risk	of	severe	injuries	while	using	a	table	saw.	This	includes	checking	for	any	signs	of	wear	or	damage,	such	as	loose	or	broken	parts,	and	promptly	replacing	them	if	needed.	By	incorporating
regular	inspections	and	replacement	of	damaged	parts	into	your	maintenance	routine,	you	can	ensure	a	safe	working	environment	when	operating	a	table	saw.	Regularly	Maintain	and	Clean	Your	Table	Saw	for	Longevity	and	Performance	After	inspecting	the	safety	features	and	replacing	any	damaged	parts	on	your	table	saw,	it	is	crucial	to	regularly
maintain	and	clean	it	for	optimal	longevity	and	performance.	Proper	maintenance	not	only	extends	the	lifespan	of	your	table	saw	but	also	ensures	its	safe	operation.	Neglecting	regular	cleaning	and	lubrication	can	lead	to	a	decline	in	cutting	accuracy,	increased	wear	on	components,	and	potential	safety	hazards.	To	begin	with,	cleaning	your	table	saw
involves	removing	dust,	debris,	and	accumulated	residue	from	various	surfaces	such	as	the	tabletop,	fence	system,	miter	gauge	slots,	and	motor	housing.	This	can	be	done	using	a	brush	or	vacuum	cleaner	followed	by	wiping	with	a	damp	cloth.	Additionally,	lubricating	certain	parts	like	the	blade	arbor	assembly	and	elevation	mechanism	is	essential	to
prevent	frictional	wear.	It	is	important	to	note	some	common	mistakes	to	avoid	during	table	saw	maintenance.	Firstly,	using	excessive	force	when	tightening	bolts	or	adjusting	components	can	damage	delicate	parts	or	distort	alignment	settings.	Secondly,	using	improper	cleaning	agents	or	abrasive	materials	may	cause	irreversible	damage	to	the	table
surface	or	other	critical	areas.	By	adhering	to	a	regular	maintenance	routine	while	avoiding	these	common	mistakes,	you	can	ensure	that	your	table	saw	operates	at	its	best	for	years	to	come	while	maintaining	both	precision	and	safety.	Frequently	Asked	Questions	How	often	should	I	clean	and	lubricate	my	table	saw?	Cleaning	and	lubricating	a	table
saw	should	be	done	regularly	to	maintain	its	optimal	performance.	The	frequency	of	these	tasks	depends	on	various	factors,	such	as	the	intensity	of	usage	and	the	type	of	materials	being	cut.	As	a	general	guideline,	it	is	recommended	to	clean	the	blade	and	lubricate	the	moving	parts	at	least	once	every	few	months	or	whenever	you	notice	any	signs	of
build-up	or	stiffness.	Neglecting	blade	maintenance	and	lack	of	regular	cleaning	can	lead	to	common	table	saw	problems	like	decreased	cutting	efficiency	and	increased	wear	on	the	machine’s	components.	Can	I	use	any	type	of	lubricant	on	my	table	saw?	Different	types	of	lubricants	can	be	used	on	a	table	saw,	each	with	its	own	pros	and	cons.
Silicone-based	lubricants	are	commonly	used	due	to	their	resistance	to	high	temperatures	and	ability	to	repel	dust	and	debris.	However,	they	may	not	provide	long-lasting	lubrication	and	can	attract	more	dirt	over	time.	Teflon-based	lubricants	offer	excellent	lubricity	and	longevity,	but	they	tend	to	be	more	expensive.	Ultimately,	the	choice	of	lubricant
should	depend	on	the	specific	needs	and	preferences	of	the	user.	What	safety	features	should	I	inspect	on	my	table	saw?	Inspection	and	maintenance	of	table	saw	safety	features	are	crucial	to	prevent	accidents	and	ensure	the	safe	operation	of	the	equipment.	Essential	safety	accessories	for	table	saws	include	a	blade	guard,	anti-kickback	device,	and	a
riving	knife.	Regularly	inspecting	these	features	is	essential	to	ensure	they	are	in	proper	working	condition,	free	from	damage	or	wear.	Maintenance	should	involve	cleaning	debris	from	the	accessories,	checking	for	proper	alignment,	and	ensuring	smooth	operation.	Neglecting	these	safety	measures	may	result	in	serious	injuries	while	operating	a
table	saw.	How	do	I	know	if	the	blade	and	fence	are	properly	aligned?	To	determine	if	the	blade	and	fence	on	a	table	saw	are	properly	aligned,	certain	steps	can	be	taken.	Firstly,	the	blade	alignment	can	be	checked	by	using	a	combination	square	or	dial	indicator	to	ensure	it	is	parallel	to	the	miter	gauge	slots.	Additionally,	the	fence	adjustment	can	be
examined	by	verifying	its	alignment	with	the	blade	using	a	straightedge	tool.	Properly	aligning	these	components	ensures	accurate	and	safe	cuts	while	operating	the	table	saw.	Are	there	any	specific	cleaning	supplies	I	should	avoid	using	on	my	table	saw?	When	cleaning	a	table	saw,	it	is	important	to	avoid	certain	cleaning	supplies	that	may	damage
the	equipment.	Abrasive	cleaners,	harsh	solvents,	and	strong	acids	should	be	avoided	as	they	can	cause	corrosion	or	deterioration	of	the	table	saw’s	components.	Instead,	opt	for	mild	soapy	water	and	a	soft	cloth	or	sponge	to	gently	clean	the	surfaces.	Additionally,	using	compressed	air	or	a	vacuum	cleaner	with	a	brush	attachment	can	help	remove
dust	and	debris	from	hard-to-reach	areas	without	causing	any	harm	to	the	saw.	Conclusion	In	conclusion,	proper	table	saw	maintenance	is	crucial	for	ensuring	its	longevity	and	optimal	performance.	By	regularly	cleaning	the	saw	and	lubricating	its	moving	parts,	one	can	prevent	dust	buildup	and	promote	smooth	operation.	Additionally,	checking	and
aligning	the	blade	and	fence	will	ensure	accurate	cuts.	It	is	also	important	to	inspect	the	safety	features	of	the	table	saw	and	replace	any	damaged	parts	to	maintain	a	safe	working	environment.	By	following	these	steps	diligently,	users	can	enhance	the	longevity	and	performance	of	their	table	saws.	April	01,	2015If	the	table	saw	isn’t	cutting	parallel
to	the	miter	gauge	groove,	adjust	the	cutting	blade	following	the	instructions	i…Time	required	30	minutes	or	less	Maintaining	the	top	of	a	Craftsman	table	saw	is	essential	to	keep	it	in	good	working	order	and	ensure	your	personal	safety.	The	buildup	of	dust,	sap,	and	other	residue	over	time	can	affect	the	accuracy	of	your	cuts	and	the	safety	of	the
saw.	Here	are	some	tips	to	help	you	maintain	your	Craftsman	table	saw:-	Clean	all	sawdust	and	residue	from	the	saw	cabinet,	adjustment	controls,	gears,	and	motor	using	a	stiff	brush,	shop	vacuum,	or	compressed	air.-	Lubricate	the	gears	and	pivot	points	with	a	drying	spray	lubricant	for	smooth	adjustment	mechanisms.-	Clean	the	cutting	blades	with
pitch	and	gum	remover,	and	always	use	a	clean	blade	for	better	cuts	and	reduced	kickback	risk.-	Polish	the	tabletop	with	automotive	or	paste	wax	to	allow	materials	to	slide	easily	and	enable	easier	cleanup.-	Use	mild	liquid	dishwashing	detergent	and	warm	water	to	clean	plastic	parts,	avoiding	harsh	chemicals	or	solvents	that	may	damage	the	saw.-
Check	and	adjust	alignments	and	mechanisms	according	to	the	owner's	manual,	including	blade	raising,	tilt	mechanisms,	motor	mounting,	and	tilt	angle	stops.-	Inspect	the	blade	guard	and	ensure	sharp	anti-kickback	pawl	teeth,	and	align	the	kerf	splitter	with	the	saw	blade.-	Consider	using	specific	products	like	WD-40,	car	wax,	or	Boeshield	T-9	for
cleaning	and	protecting	the	tabletop.Cleaning	the	tabletop	with	light	oil	lubricant	and	fine	steel	wool	to	remove	resin	or	gum	buildup	To	clean	the	tabletop	of	your	Craftsman	table	saw,	you'll	need	light	oil	lubricant	and	fine	steel	wool.	This	method	will	help	remove	any	resin	or	gum	buildup	on	the	surface.Firstly,	apply	the	light	oil	lubricant	to	the
tabletop,	ensuring	that	you	cover	any	areas	with	resin	or	gum.	Then,	using	fine	steel	wool,	gently	scrub	the	surface	in	a	circular	motion.	This	process	will	help	to	break	down	and	remove	the	buildup	without	damaging	the	tabletop	itself.It	is	important	to	be	gentle	and	avoid	applying	too	much	pressure,	as	you	do	not	want	to	create	scratches	on	the
tabletop.	You	may	need	to	reapply	the	light	oil	lubricant	as	you	work	to	keep	the	surface	well-oiled	and	prevent	scratches.	Take	your	time	with	this	process,	as	it	may	take	a	while	to	thoroughly	remove	all	the	buildup.Once	you	have	finished	scrubbing,	use	a	clean,	dry	cloth	to	wipe	away	any	remaining	oil	and	residue.	Ensure	that	you	wipe	the	tabletop
thoroughly	and	remove	any	small	pieces	of	steel	wool	that	may	be	left	behind.Finally,	to	protect	the	tabletop	and	keep	it	in	optimal	condition,	apply	a	thin	coat	of	paste	wax,	such	as	Johnson's	paste	wax,	and	buff	it	to	a	shine.	This	will	help	to	prevent	rust	and	make	the	surface	smoother,	allowing	for	easier	cleanup	and	more	precise	fence
adjustments.Removing	the	drive	belt	and	motor	to	clean	the	saw's	interior	Removing	the	drive	belt	and	motor	from	the	back	of	the	saw	is	a	fast	and	easy	step	on	contractor-style	models,	and	it	dramatically	improves	access	to	the	saw's	interior	for	cleaning	and	lubrication.Unplug	the	table	saw	from	the	power	source.Remove	the	throat	plate,	blade
guard,	and	the	blade.Inspect	the	blade	for	any	resin	buildup	and	clean	it	if	necessary.	Ensure	that	the	washer	and	blade	stabilizer	are	clean,	smooth,	and	flat.Using	a	shop	vacuum	with	a	crevice	attachment,	remove	any	wood	chips	and	sawdust	from	the	interior	of	the	saw.Tilt	the	arbor	assembly	to	dump	out	any	remaining	dust	and	use	compressed	air
to	remove	any	stubborn	particles.	Ensure	that	you	remove	all	dust	near	the	stops	that	limit	the	tilt	control	to	ensure	full	travel.If	there	is	any	residue	on	the	worm	gears	or	the	rows	of	teeth,	scrub	them	with	a	brass	brush.	For	tough	buildup,	dip	the	brush	in	paint	thinner.	Be	careful	to	keep	the	solvent	away	from	the	arbor	bearings,	which	are	usually
sealed	and	do	not	require	lubrication.After	cleaning	the	gearing,	wipe	away	any	remaining	residue	and	ensure	that	the	components	are	dry	before	proceeding	to	the	next	step.With	a	plastic	straw	tip	attached	to	a	spray	can	of	white	lithium	grease,	lubricate	the	pivots	of	the	arbor	assembly	and	the	shafts	behind	the	worm	gears.	This	aerosol	is	available
at	auto	parts	stores	and	will	help	keep	these	components	well-lubricated	and	functioning	smoothly.Once	you	have	completed	the	lubrication,	use	a	rag	to	wipe	away	any	excess	grease	from	the	components	and	surrounding	areas.Now	you	are	ready	to	remove	the	drive	belt	and	motor.	Release	the	green	ground	wires	from	the	ground	wire	bracket	and
remove	the	On/Off	switch	cover	mounting	screws.	Pull	off	the	On/Off	switch	cover	and	cut	the	white	wire	at	the	base	of	the	wire	crimp	with	a	wire	cutter.Pull	the	black	drive	motor	wire	off	the	reset	switch	and,	using	pliers,	squeeze	the	sides	of	the	strain	relief	on	the	motor	wire	cord	attached	to	the	On/Off	switch	box	cover.	Remove	the	motor	wires
from	the	switch	box	cover	and	rotate	the	hand	wheel	to	lower	the	motor	to	its	lowest	position.Finally,	remove	the	motor	mounting	bolts	and	brackets	to	detach	the	motor	from	the	saw.By	following	these	steps,	you	will	be	able	to	successfully	remove	the	drive	belt	and	motor	from	your	Craftsman	table	saw,	allowing	you	to	access	the	interior	for
cleaning	and	maintenance.	Remember	to	consult	your	owner's	manual	for	specific	instructions	related	to	your	particular	model	of	Craftsman	table	saw.Lubricating	the	gears	and	pivot	points	with	a	drying	spray	lubricant	Lubricating	the	gears	and	pivot	points	of	your	Craftsman	table	saw	is	essential	for	keeping	the	adjustment	mechanisms	operating
smoothly.	Here's	a	detailed	guide	on	how	to	do	it:First,	ensure	you	have	the	right	lubricant.	A	drying	spray	lubricant	is	recommended.	You	can	also	use	white	lithium	grease,	which	is	available	at	auto-parts	stores.	This	type	of	grease	sprays	and	penetrates	like	a	liquid	but	then	congeals	into	grease,	providing	effective	lubrication.Before	lubricating,	it's
important	to	clean	the	saw	and	remove	any	dust,	residue,	or	buildup.	Use	a	stiff	brush	to	loosen	dust	from	the	gears	and	pivot	points,	and	then	remove	the	dust	with	a	shop	vacuum	or	compressed	air.	For	stubborn	buildup,	you	may	need	to	use	a	solvent	like	paint	thinner,	being	careful	to	keep	it	away	from	the	arbor	bearings.	Wipe	away	any	remaining
residue	to	prepare	for	lubrication.Now	it's	time	to	apply	the	lubricant.	Spray	or	apply	the	drying	lubricant	to	the	gears	and	pivot	points,	ensuring	adequate	coverage.	Follow	the	instructions	on	the	lubricant	packaging	for	proper	application.	After	lubrication,	it's	important	to	wipe	away	any	excess	lubricant	with	a	rag,	leaving	only	a	thin	film.By
regularly	cleaning	and	lubricating	your	Craftsman	table	saw's	gears	and	pivot	points,	you'll	ensure	smooth	and	efficient	operation,	maintaining	the	top	condition	of	your	tool.Cleaning	the	cutting	blades	with	pitch	and	gum	remover	Maintaining	the	top	of	a	craftsman	table	saw	is	essential	to	keep	it	in	good	working	order	and	ensure	your	personal
safety.	One	of	the	key	steps	in	this	process	is	cleaning	the	cutting	blades	with	pitch	and	gum	remover.	Here's	a	detailed	guide	on	how	to	do	this	effectively:Prepare	Your	Work	Area:	Cover	your	work	surface	with	old	newspapers	or	any	other	protective	material.	This	step	is	important	as	the	cleaning	process	involves	using	strong	chemicals.	Wear	nitrile
rubber	gloves,	safety	glasses,	and	a	respirator	or	face	mask	to	protect	yourself	from	the	caustic	cleaner.Position	the	Blade:	Place	the	blade	on	a	pizza	pan	or	a	piece	of	aluminium	foil.	This	will	catch	any	excess	cleaner	and	make	it	easier	to	dispose	of	later.Apply	the	Cleaner:	Starting	about	8	to	12	inches	above	the	surface	of	the	blade,	spray	the	pitch
and	gum	remover	evenly	across	the	blade	in	a	sweeping	motion	from	left	to	right.	Ensure	that	you	get	an	even	coat	across	the	entire	blade,	especially	if	there	is	a	heavy	build-up	of	residue.Let	it	Soak:	Allow	the	cleaner	to	sit	on	the	blade	for	approximately	5	minutes.	During	this	time,	the	cleaner	will	start	breaking	down	the	pitch	and	gum
residue.Wipe	the	Blade:	After	soaking,	use	a	shop	towel	or	paper	towel	to	wipe	away	the	cleaner	and	dissolved	residue.	For	best	results,	use	a	Fibratex	hand	pad	to	get	between	the	teeth	of	the	blade	and	remove	any	stubborn	residue.	Repeat	this	process	if	necessary,	especially	if	there	is	heavy	build-up.Flip	and	Repeat:	If	the	first	side	of	the	blade
looks	clean,	turn	it	over	and	repeat	the	process	to	clean	the	other	side.	Ensure	that	you	follow	the	same	steps	of	applying	the	cleaner,	letting	it	soak,	and	then	wiping	it	clean.Apply	a	Corrosion	Inhibitor:	After	cleaning	both	sides	of	the	blade,	use	a	corrosion	inhibitor	spray	to	prevent	rust	and	corrosion.	This	step	is	crucial	to	protect	your	blade	from
rust,	especially	if	it	won't	be	used	immediately	after	cleaning.By	following	these	steps,	you	will	effectively	remove	pitch	and	gum	residue	from	your	craftsman	table	saw	blades.	This	process	will	help	extend	the	life	of	your	blades,	improve	cutting	efficiency,	and	enhance	your	overall	woodworking	experience.	Remember	to	always	work	in	a	well-
ventilated	area	and	wear	the	appropriate	protective	gear	when	handling	strong	chemicals.Waxing	the	tabletop,	rip	fence	and	front	fence	guide	with	automotive	or	paste	wax	Step	1:	Clean	the	TabletopBefore	waxing,	it	is	essential	to	clean	the	tabletop	of	your	Craftsman	table	saw.	Use	a	stiff	brush	to	remove	any	sawdust,	dirt,	or	debris	that	has
accumulated.	You	can	also	use	compressed	air	to	blow	away	the	dust.	If	there	is	any	resin	or	gum	buildup,	clean	it	with	a	light	oil	lubricant	and	fine	steel	wool.	Ensure	that	the	tabletop	is	free	of	any	residue	before	proceeding	to	the	next	step.Step	2:	Prepare	the	WaxChoose	a	suitable	automotive	or	paste	wax	specifically	designed	for	this	purpose.	You
can	find	these	products	at	hardware	stores	or	online.	Follow	the	instructions	on	the	wax	packaging	for	proper	preparation.	Some	waxes	may	need	to	be	softened	or	melted	slightly	before	application.Step	3:	Apply	the	WaxUsing	a	clean,	soft	cloth,	apply	a	thin,	even	coat	of	the	wax	to	the	tabletop,	rip	fence,	and	front	fence	guide.	Ensure	that	you	cover
all	surfaces	thoroughly.	Pay	extra	attention	to	areas	that	come	into	frequent	contact	with	wood	or	other	materials	to	ensure	a	smooth	sliding	action.Step	4:	Allow	the	Wax	to	DryRefer	to	the	instructions	on	your	wax	product	to	determine	the	appropriate	drying	or	curing	time.	Some	waxes	may	need	to	be	left	overnight,	while	others	may	require	only	a
few	hours.	Ensure	that	you	give	the	wax	enough	time	to	dry	properly	before	proceeding	to	the	next	step.Step	5:	Buff	the	SurfaceAfter	the	wax	has	dried,	use	a	clean,	soft	cloth	to	buff	the	surfaces.	This	step	will	help	create	a	smooth,	shiny	finish	and	ensure	that	any	excess	wax	is	removed.	Buffing	also	helps	to	work	the	wax	into	the	pores	of	the	metal,
creating	a	more	durable	protective	layer.Step	6:	Reassemble	and	TestOnce	the	waxed	surfaces	are	thoroughly	buffed	and	dried,	you	can	reassemble	any	removed	components	and	test	the	functionality	of	your	Craftsman	table	saw.	Run	some	test	cuts	to	ensure	that	the	tabletop,	rip	fence,	and	front	fence	guide	are	operating	smoothly	and
accurately.Remember	to	incorporate	waxing	into	your	regular	maintenance	routine	for	your	Craftsman	table	saw.	Depending	on	usage	frequency	and	environmental	conditions,	you	may	need	to	reapply	wax	every	few	weeks	or	months.	Always	refer	to	the	wax	product's	instructions	for	specific	guidelines	and	recommendations.Frequently	asked
questions	Use	a	stiff	brush	to	loosen	dust	and	a	shop	vacuum	or	compressed	air	to	remove	it.	Clean	the	tabletop	with	a	light	oil	lubricant	and	fine	steel	wool	to	remove	resin	or	gum	buildup.	Use	WD-40	and	a	sander	to	clean	off	the	rust,	then	finish	with	car	wax.	Clean	the	blades	with	pitch	and	gum	remover	and	always	use	a	clean	blade	to	reduce	feed
pressure,	obtain	cleaner	cuts,	and	reduce	the	risk	of	kickback.	Periodic	maintenance	is	essential	to	keep	your	table	saw	in	good	working	order	and	protect	your	safety.	Along	with	routine	cleaning,	after	every	5	hours	of	operation,	make	sure	to	check	and	adjust	alignments	and	other	components	as	outlined	in	your	owner's	manual.	Avoid	using	harsh
cleaning	chemicals	or	solvents,	or	products	containing	ammonia	as	they	may	damage	the	saw.	Expert	woodworkers	and	DIYers	alike	love	the	table	saw	for	its	durability	and	reliability.	One	thing	the	pros	know	that	the	novices	may	not	however,	is	just	how	important	a	tight	maintenance	schedule	is	to	keeping	any	table	saw	running	well	for	a	long
time.	The	best	woodworkers	treasure	their	tools.	When	you	take	care	of	them,	they	reward	you.	Sticking	to	a	thorough,	consistent	maintenance	schedule	has	multiple	benefits:	First	and	foremost,	maintenance	is	critical	to	safety.	If	you	don’t	take	care	of	something	like	a	table	saw,	of	course	it	is	going	to	become	more	dangerous	to	use.	But	keeping
your	saw	well-tuned	also	increases	the	longevity	of	its	different	parts.	This	directly	results	in	money	saved	over	time.	Continue	reading	to	learn	how	to	setup	a	maintenance	schedule	that	will	help	keep	you	safe	and	save	you	money.	Up	front,	I’m	going	to	make	one	thing	clear.	Base	your	maintenance	schedule	on:	Hours	Worked,	Not	Human	Time	That
is	to	say,	schedule	maintenance	based	on	hours	of	use.	Yes,	this	will	involve	some	sort	of	record	keeping	on	your	part.	Don’t	try	to	log	the	hours	in	your	head.	It’s	much	simpler	to	jot	it	down	somewhere.	Plus,	there’s	no	telling	when	your	workshop	schedule	may	get	disrupted	entirely,	leaving	you	clueless	when	you	find	the	time	again.	Plus,	different
tasks	will	need	different	schedules.	For	example,	you	might	want	to	double	check	your	saw’s	alignment	every	time	you	approach	it.	This	is	one	of	the	reasons	our	Table	Saw	Alignment	Guide	stands	on	its	own.	But	be	sure	that	you	do	not	neglect	realignment	in	your	maintenance	timetable.	Speaking	of,	how	should	one	go	about	determining	how	many
hours	before	they	should	do	any	particular	task?	This	is	a	somewhat	difficult	question,	and	the	answer	depends	on	a	few	different	factors.	For	starters,	some	saws	simply	need	more	care	than	others.	Some	models	are	built	with	longevity	in	mind,	others	are	not.	Generally	speaking,	higher	quality	saws	are	built	to	last	for	years	but	you	can	often	keep	a
less	expensive	saw	going	just	as	long	with	enough	TLC.	Then,	the	kind	of	work	you	are	doing	should	also	factor	into	your	maintenance	schedule.	There	are	also	some	table	saw	accessories	that	help	manage	wear	and	tear	on	the	saw	as	well.	If	you	are	a	beginner	or	are	using	an	unfamiliar	saw,	be	sure	to	err	on	the	side	of	caution.	Remember,	it	is
always	better	to	over	care	for	your	saw	than	to	under	care	for	it.	On	that	note,	let’s	start	with	one	of	the	most	common	tasks	first.	Whole	Saw	Alignment	We’ve	said	this	before	but:	Depending	on	the	quality	of	table	saw	you	buy	and	average	time	at	the	saw,	you	may	want	to	recheck	the	alignment	every	time	you	go	to	work.	This	is	because	total	saw
alignment	is	imperative	to	good	workmanship	as	well	as	safety.	Misalignment	leads	to	bad	cuts,	burnt	wood,	kickback,	and	other	dangers.	This	is	why	it’s	so	vital	that	not	only	the	blade,	but	any	accessory	you	plan	to	use	on	a	particular	project,	is	aligned	properly.	First,	install	your	straightest	blade	and	make	sure	the	saw’s	0°	(vertical)	and	bevel	(-45°
and	45°)	stops	are	accurate.	While	you’re	there,	make	sure	the	throat	insert	is	flush	to	the	table	surface	and	the	splitter	or	riving	knife	is	lined	up	with	the	blade..	Next,	you	want	to	check	that	the	miter	slots	(and	tabletop)	line	up	parallel	to	the	blade.	From	there,	move	on	to	your	outfeed	setup,	ensuring	that	the	tabletop	and	outfeed	support	are	flush.
Lastly,	you	want	to	align	anything	that	stabilizes	cuts.	Rip	fences	need	to	be	parallel	with	the	blade.	Miter	gauge	stops	have	to	be	checked.	And	any	other	accessory	you	use	that	can	have	an	effect	on	the	angle	at	which	your	material	goes	through	the	blade	needs	to	lined	up	as	well.	For	details	on	how	to	perform	all	of	these	alignment	tasks,	please
take	a	look	at	my	Table	Saw	Alignment	Guide.	There	you	will	find	detailed	alignment	instructions	and	tips	to	help	you	make	sure	your	cuts	are	crisp	and	safe.	More	likely	than	not,	some	components	of	your	table	saw	may	need	realignment	more	often	than	others.	This	is	completely	natural.	As	you	get	more	familiar	with	your	equipment,	you	will	begin
to	understand	the	maintenance	rhythms	each	tool	requires.	If	you	have	a	particularly	weak	link,	it	may	be	a	good	idea	to	upgrade	that	specific	accessory.	But	there	is	one	thing	that	still	needs	to	be	made	clear:	Even	if	you	only	adjust	one	piece	of	the	puzzle,	be	sure	that	your	final	check	comes	after	the	final	adjustment.	When	you	move	a	cog	in	the
middle,	the	surrounding	gears	move	as	well.	Parts	of	your	table	saw	act	the	same	way.	Sometimes	aligning	one	part,	misaligns	another.	You	don’t	necessarily	need	to	be	wary	of	this	if	you	just	get	in	the	habit	of	checking	everything	each	time	and	wrapping	up	with	another	quick	look	after	all	the	adjustments	are	made.	It	may	not	be	that	everything	is
out	of	whack	all	the	time,	but	that	one	piece	of	the	puzzle	needs	realignment	more	than	the	rest.	Again,	if	this	is	case	for	you,	you	can	look	to	upgrade	that	particular	component.	Just	don’t	neglect	it.	Clean	and	Lube	the	Guts	Speaking	of	neglect,	let’s	get	to	area	the	average	DIYer	fails	at	most	miserably	when	it	comes	to	maintenance.	Funny	thing	is,
the	failure	comes	from	simply	not	doing	it.	Most	are	likely	just	intimidated	and	expect	that	they	will	need	a	lot	of	technical	knowledge.	Fortunately,	that	is	not	the	case.	The	main	tasks	that	need	to	be	accomplished	are	cleaning	of	operating	mechanics,	lubricating	of	same,	aligning	motor	and	arbor	pulleys,	and	ensuring	proper	belt	tension.	The	whole
thing	is	actually	a	whole	lot	simpler	than	it	sounds.	The	first	thing	you	must	do	is	unplug	the	saw	completely.	The	next	is	to	gain	access	to	the	motor	and	gears.	How	you	do	so	will	depend	on	the	type	of	saw	you	have.	Your	best	bet	is	always	to	consult	your	manual	for	the	manufacturer’s	recommendations.	Once	you	have	access,	you	want	to	start
cleaning.	The	goal	is	to	remove	as	much	saw	dust	and	other	debris	as	possible.	Stiff	bristle	brushes	and	a	shop	vac	are	the	standard	tools.	Don’t	just	target	moving	parts,	but	all	surfaces.	A	high	quality	exhaust	collection	system	can	reduce	the	hours	needed	between	cleaning	significantly.	But	it’s	something	you	never	want	to	totally	neglect.	Now	that
any	sawdust	and	debris	has	been	removed,	identify	and	lubricate	all	the	trunnions	and	gears.	You	need	a	silicone	free,	dry	lubricant.	Silicon	free	to	keep	from	damaging	your	wood.	Dry	because	wet	lubricants	can	easily	collect	debris.	The	resulting	‘gum’	is	terrible	for	your	saw’s	moving	parts.	Lastly,	you	want	to	check	the	alignment	and	tension	of	the
motor	and	arbor	pulleys.	This	is	another	place	to	check	your	manual.	But	it’s	usually	pretty	simple.	All	you	need	is	a	straightedge	and	possibly	a	wrench.	Also,	inspect	the	belts	themselves	for	wear	and	tear.	Replace	as	need	be.	Table	Top	and	Outfeed	Polishing	The	state	of	your	table	saw’s	surface	can	have	a	huge	effect	on	the	efficiency	and	ease	with
which	you	are	able	to	use	it.	I	always	make	sure	mine	is	well	polished	and	smooth.	This	way,	stock	slides	over	it	freely.	This	is	what	you	want.	Never	put	food	or	drinks	on	the	tabletop.	Residue	can	make	the	surface	sticky	in	places	and	therefore	dangerous	to	use.	It	can	also	stain	and	ruin	your	projects.	Plus	condensation	from	cold	drinks	can	easily
rust	the	cast	iron	surface.	Depending	on	your	climate,	rust	may	be	a	big	challenge.	In	this	case,	you	will	want	to	wax	the	top	frequently.	This	is	the	only	real	exception	to	the	hours	of	use	rule.	When	you	do	have	some	rust	build	up,	it	is	an	indication	that	you	need	to	do	this	more	often.	To	remove	rust,	a	piece	of	fine	sand	paper	and	wood	block	is	all	you
need.	Remove	the	residue	when	you	are	done.	This	video	does	a	good	job	explaining	how	to	do	that.	If	you	have	a	major	scratch	or	a	large	amount	of	rust,	it	will	take	a	little	more	elbow	grease.	But	it	is	vital	that	your	table	saw	surface	is	as	smooth	and	‘slick’	as	possible.	It	is	unsafe	to	have	areas	where	stock	can	get	hung	up.	Luckily,	there	are	a	few
powerful	ways	you	can	help	to	keep	your	table	saw	rust	free	and	smooth.	There	are	table	saw	specific	sealers	such	as	the	one	mentioned	in	the	video.	But	coating	the	surface	with	paste	wax	is	a	popular	way	among	woodworkers	as	well.	Finally,	silicone	free,	dry	lubricants	are	easy	to	apply	right	before	a	cut	when	you	don’t	want	to	take	the	time	to
apply	wax.	I	use	all	three.	Be	sure	that	you	treat	your	rip	fence,	rails,	and	outfeed	the	same	way.	Any	place	wood	may	contract	should	be	as	smooth	as	possible.	Your	table	saw	surface	is	the	last	area	of	your	table	saw	that	needs	regular	care.	The	only	maintenance	task	left	is	to	replace	parts	that	need	it.	Part	Replacement	Prolong	the	life	of	your	parts
with	a	rigorous	preventative	maintenance	schedule.	But	some	saw	components	will	eventually	go	bad.	That	is	one	reason	you	should	perform	checks	as	frequently	as	possible.	This	way,	you	can	catch	issues	before	they	cause	more	harm	than	necessary.	If	you	hear	a	funny	noise	or	feel	a	vibration,	turn	the	saw	off	immediately.	You	may	be	able	to	find
help	with	the	issue	in	my	Table	Saw	Troubleshooting	Guide.	But	I	have	a	reliable	power	tool	mechanic	that	I	trust.	And	you	should	too!	Anyone	that	operates	a	table	saw	should	be	able	to	replace	a	belt.	But	much	more	and	the	newbies	run	for	the	hills!	If	you	are	knowledgeable	enough,	you	may	be	able	to	diagnose	even	more	difficult	problems	and
take	care	of	it	yourself.	Owner’s	manuals	are	great	resources.	My	troubleshooting	guide	also	has	information	about	how	to	find	the	answers	to	your	questions	on	forums	for	those	brave	enough	to	learn	some	mechanical	things.	Be	careful	not	to	lump	saw	blades	in	with	the	other	saw	components.	Don’t	throw	out	your	blades.	You	can	buy	a	sharpener
or	have	them	sharpened.	If	you	take	care	of	them,	they	can	give	you	several	years	of	good	use.	Remember,	the	key	is	to	be	mindful	of	your	saw	and	check	its	parts	often	for	wear	and	tear.	Wrap-Up	As	you	come	to	know	your	particular	saw	or	saws,	make	sure	that	you	develop	an	appropriate	maintenance	schedule.	For	the	most	part,	base	your
schedule	on	hours	of	use.	Align	the	saw,	clean	and	lube	the	operating	mechanics,	keep	work	surfaces	in	proper	condition,	and	continually	check	parts	for	wear	and	tear.	The	better	you	take	care	of	your	saw,	the	longer	it	will	last	you.	But	a	proper	maintenance	schedule	does	more	than	just	increase	longevity.	It	is	a	vital	piece	of	the	table	saw	safety
puzzle.	It	also	increase	the	quality	of	your	work	in	more	ways	than	one.	Protect	your	investment,	your	fingers,	and	your	projects.	Implement	your	own	maintenance	schedule	and	don’t	skimp	on	the	details.	Make	sure	to	check	out	our	list	of	all	table	saw	guides	for	more.	If	the	table	saw	isn’t	cutting	parallel	to	the	miter	gauge	groove,	adjust	the	cutting
blade	following	the	instructions	i…Time	required	30	minutes	or	less


