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argumentative	statements	of	claim	and	counterclaim	examples	Created	by	Lindy	Gaskill	for	YourDictionary	Copyright	YourDictionary,	Owned	by	YourDictionary	Are	you	wondering,	"What	is	a	claim	in	writing?"	When	you	make	an	argument	in	writing	and	back	it	up	with	supporting	evidence,	you	are	making	a	claim.	Claims	are	very	common	in
research	papers	and	certain	types	of	essays.	Making	a	claim	in	your	writing	allows	you	to	present	the	main	idea	of	the	document	in	the	form	of	an	argument	that	you	will	support	with	evidence	throughout	the	document.	A	claim	statement	is	a	type	of	thesis	statement	in	which	you	present	the	main	idea	of	what	you	are	writing	in	the	form	of	an
argument.	Think	of	claims	like	a	thesis	statement	in	the	form	of	an	argument.	Claims	are	matters	of	opinion,	but	they	are	stated	as	if	they	are	facts	and	backed	up	with	evidence.	Any	time	you	make	a	debatable	statement	in	writing	that	is	backed	up	with	facts	and/or	other	types	of	evidence,	you	are	using	a	claim.	Argumentative	claims	don't	have	to	be
complex,	but	they	do	have	to	be	more	than	just	a	fact-based	statement	that	is	obviously	true.	Instead,	claims	should	be	statements	that	are	up	for	debate.	As	a	writer,	your	goal	is	to	effectively	argue	in	favor	of	your	claim.	Review	the	examples	below	to	develop	a	better	understanding	of	what	is	a	claim	in	an	essay.	statement	-	If	you	open	an	essay	by
stating,	"I	own	a	cell	phone,"	this	is	not	an	example	of	a	claim	in	writing.	Assuming	that	you	do,	in	fact,	own	a	cell	phone,	this	is	just	a	statement	of	fact.	It	is	not	something	that	is	arguable.	claim	-	If	you	open	by	stating,	"Every	middle	school	student	should	have	their	own	cell	phone,"	this	is	a	claim.	This	is	not	something	that	everyone	agrees	upon.
Your	paper	will	need	to	focus	on	supporting	this	claim	with	evidence.	Claims	are	common	in	different	types	of	writing,	including	documents	created	for	school	assignments	or	in	the	professional	world.	argumentative	essays	-	These	essays	focus	on	an	issue	that	is	controversial,	presenting	evidence	that	backs	up	the	writer's	claim.	research	papers	-
Academic	research	papers	are	designed	specifically	to	provide	evidence	to	confirm	or	refute	the	writer's	hypothesis,	which	is	a	type	of	claim.	literary	analysis	-	When	engaged	in	literary	analysis,	writers	make	a	claim	about	a	literary	work,	then	provide	evidence	from	it	to	support	their	claim.	persuasive	essays	-	Persuasive	essays	are	a	type	of
argumentative	essay.	They	use	fact-based	information	as	evidence	to	back	up	a	writer's	claim.	persuasive	speeches	-	Persuasive	speeches	are	presented	orally,	but	many	start	with	an	outline	focused	on	providing	evidence	for	a	primary	claim.	persuasive	memos	-	Persuasive	memos	are	often	designed	to	convince	readers	to	believe	or	act	on	a	claim
backed	up	by	evidence.	In	order	to	back	up	a	claim	in	writing,	you	will	need	to	provide	evidence.	Evidence	is	information	that	provides	proof	of	or	support	for	an	idea.	Your	claim	statement	should	be	a	logical	conclusion	that	you	reached	as	a	result	of	reviewing	and	understanding	valid,	reliable	evidence.	Rather	than	expecting	readers	to	simply	believe
that	your	claim	is	true,	you'll	need	to	provide	them	with	evidence	they	can	consider	to	reach	their	own	conclusion.	There	are	many	types	of	evidence:	direct	observation	of	a	phenomenon	or	occurrenceprimary	research,	such	as	an	experiment	or	content	analysissynthesis	of	secondary	research,	such	as	a	literature	review	information	gathered	from
investigative	interviews	facts,	statistics	or	other	data	expert	opinions	examples	of	past	behavior	It's	important	to	be	aware	that	the	fact	you	can	find	evidence	in	favor	of	your	claim	does	not	necessarily	mean	that	your	claim	is	a	factual	statement.	There	is	also	just	as	much	evidence	against	a	claim	as	there	is	evidence	for	them.	The	idea	of	making	a
claim	in	writing	is	to	present	a	logical,	fact-based	argument	for	the	claim	that	you	are	making.	Review	a	few	examples	of	argumentative	claims	to	help	clarify	what	is	a	claim	in	writing.	These	examples	can	help	you	identify	claims	when	reading	works	of	writing,	as	well	as	provide	you	with	inspiration	when	you	need	to	write	a	claim	statement.	College
students	today	should	focus	on	learning	skills	that	will	qualify	them	to	work	effectively	in	a	virtual	environment.	School	uniforms	help	promote	an	inclusive	educational	environment	for	all	students,	regardless	of	socioeconomic	status.	In	light	of	the	severity	of	recent	hurricanes,	living	near	the	coast	is	becoming	increasingly	hazardous.	Yoga	provides
both	physical	and	mental	health	benefits.	Concrete	is	the	best	building	material	for	residential	structures.	Children	under	the	age	of	12	should	not	be	allowed	to	have	social	media	profiles.	Spending	more	than	an	hour	per	day	on	housework	is	a	waste	of	time.	People	who	get	at	least	10,000	steps	per	day	are	healthier	than	those	who	don't.	Eating	too
many	carbohydrates	is	the	primary	reason	some	people	are	overweight.	Dining	in	restaurants	is	actually	more	economical	for	individuals	or	couples	than	cooking	at	home.	Note	that	the	statements	above	are	not	commonly	accepted	facts.	You	may	agree	with	some	of	these,	but	chances	are	that	you	don't	agree	with	all	of	them.	Each	example	above	is	a
matter	of	opinion.	If	you	write	about	any	of	these,	you	will	need	to	back	up	with	evidence	in	an	effort	to	prove	your	point.	Readers	will	decide	whether	or	not	they	agree	with	your	argument	base	on	how	effectively	you	make	your	point,	as	well	as	their	own	knowledge	and/or	opinion	about	the	topic.	An	argumentative	claim	will	generally	appear	in	the
first	paragraph	of	a	document.	The	claim	statement	is	usually	paired	with	a	hook	to	form	the	introductory	paragraph	of	an	essay	or	other	document.	The	hook	is	designed	to	capture	reader	interest	so	they	will	want	to	learn	more,	while	the	claim	statement	lets	them	know	what	point	will	be	argued	in	the	paper.	When	someone	presents	an	alternative
argument	to	your	claim,	that	is	a	counterclaim.	Another	word	for	a	counterclaim	is	a	rebuttal.	When	someone	presents	a	counterclaim,	they	are	making	a	claim	of	their	own.	It	will	be	up	to	them	to	state	their	counterclaim,	then	seek	to	back	it	up	with	evidence	(just	as	you	did	when	making	the	initial	claim).	claim	-	making	an	argument	and	backing	it
up	with	evidencecounterclaim	-	presenting	a	rebuttal	to	a	claim	and	backing	it	up	with	evidence	Debates	involve	claims	(arguments)	and	counterclaims	(rebuttals).	When	people	participate	in	a	debate,	they	prepare	arguments	for	their	claims	and	deliver	strong	rebuttals	to	the	claims	of	their	opponents.	Now	that	you	know	what	a	claim	is	in	writing,
consider	taking	a	deeper	dive	into	how	this	communication	strategy	can	be	used	in	writing	and	face-to-face	communication.	Start	by	exploring	key	ways	the	terms	argument	and	debate	differ.	From	there,	investigate	how	examples	of	rhetoric	can	be	used	as	a	tool	to	persuade	and	motivate.	In	order	to	continue	enjoying	our	site,	we	ask	that	you	confirm
your	identity	as	a	human.	Thank	you	very	much	for	your	cooperation.	argumentative	statements	of	claim	and	counterclaim	examples	Created	by	Lindy	Gaskill	for	YourDictionary	Copyright	YourDictionary,	Owned	by	YourDictionary	Are	you	wondering,	"What	is	a	claim	in	writing?"	When	you	make	an	argument	in	writing	and	back	it	up	with	supporting
evidence,	you	are	making	a	claim.	Claims	are	very	common	in	research	papers	and	certain	types	of	essays.	Making	a	claim	in	your	writing	allows	you	to	present	the	main	idea	of	the	document	in	the	form	of	an	argument	that	you	will	support	with	evidence	throughout	the	document.	A	claim	statement	is	a	type	of	thesis	statement	in	which	you	present
the	main	idea	of	what	you	are	writing	in	the	form	of	an	argument.	Think	of	claims	like	a	thesis	statement	in	the	form	of	an	argument.	Claims	are	matters	of	opinion,	but	they	are	stated	as	if	they	are	facts	and	backed	up	with	evidence.	Any	time	you	make	a	debatable	statement	in	writing	that	is	backed	up	with	facts	and/or	other	types	of	evidence,	you
are	using	a	claim.	Argumentative	claims	don't	have	to	be	complex,	but	they	do	have	to	be	more	than	just	a	fact-based	statement	that	is	obviously	true.	Instead,	claims	should	be	statements	that	are	up	for	debate.	As	a	writer,	your	goal	is	to	effectively	argue	in	favor	of	your	claim.	Review	the	examples	below	to	develop	a	better	understanding	of	what	is
a	claim	in	an	essay.	statement	-	If	you	open	an	essay	by	stating,	"I	own	a	cell	phone,"	this	is	not	an	example	of	a	claim	in	writing.	Assuming	that	you	do,	in	fact,	own	a	cell	phone,	this	is	just	a	statement	of	fact.	It	is	not	something	that	is	arguable.	claim	-	If	you	open	by	stating,	"Every	middle	school	student	should	have	their	own	cell	phone,"	this	is	a
claim.	This	is	not	something	that	everyone	agrees	upon.	Your	paper	will	need	to	focus	on	supporting	this	claim	with	evidence.	Claims	are	common	in	different	types	of	writing,	including	documents	created	for	school	assignments	or	in	the	professional	world.	argumentative	essays	-	These	essays	focus	on	an	issue	that	is	controversial,	presenting
evidence	that	backs	up	the	writer's	claim.	research	papers	-	Academic	research	papers	are	designed	specifically	to	provide	evidence	to	confirm	or	refute	the	writer's	hypothesis,	which	is	a	type	of	claim.	literary	analysis	-	When	engaged	in	literary	analysis,	writers	make	a	claim	about	a	literary	work,	then	provide	evidence	from	it	to	support	their	claim.
persuasive	essays	-	Persuasive	essays	are	a	type	of	argumentative	essay.	They	use	fact-based	information	as	evidence	to	back	up	a	writer's	claim.	persuasive	speeches	-	Persuasive	speeches	are	presented	orally,	but	many	start	with	an	outline	focused	on	providing	evidence	for	a	primary	claim.	persuasive	memos	-	Persuasive	memos	are	often	designed
to	convince	readers	to	believe	or	act	on	a	claim	backed	up	by	evidence.	In	order	to	back	up	a	claim	in	writing,	you	will	need	to	provide	evidence.	Evidence	is	information	that	provides	proof	of	or	support	for	an	idea.	Your	claim	statement	should	be	a	logical	conclusion	that	you	reached	as	a	result	of	reviewing	and	understanding	valid,	reliable	evidence.
Rather	than	expecting	readers	to	simply	believe	that	your	claim	is	true,	you'll	need	to	provide	them	with	evidence	they	can	consider	to	reach	their	own	conclusion.	There	are	many	types	of	evidence:	direct	observation	of	a	phenomenon	or	occurrenceprimary	research,	such	as	an	experiment	or	content	analysissynthesis	of	secondary	research,	such	as	a
literature	review	information	gathered	from	investigative	interviews	facts,	statistics	or	other	data	expert	opinions	examples	of	past	behavior	It's	important	to	be	aware	that	the	fact	you	can	find	evidence	in	favor	of	your	claim	does	not	necessarily	mean	that	your	claim	is	a	factual	statement.	There	is	also	just	as	much	evidence	against	a	claim	as	there	is
evidence	for	them.	The	idea	of	making	a	claim	in	writing	is	to	present	a	logical,	fact-based	argument	for	the	claim	that	you	are	making.	Review	a	few	examples	of	argumentative	claims	to	help	clarify	what	is	a	claim	in	writing.	These	examples	can	help	you	identify	claims	when	reading	works	of	writing,	as	well	as	provide	you	with	inspiration	when	you
need	to	write	a	claim	statement.	College	students	today	should	focus	on	learning	skills	that	will	qualify	them	to	work	effectively	in	a	virtual	environment.	School	uniforms	help	promote	an	inclusive	educational	environment	for	all	students,	regardless	of	socioeconomic	status.	In	light	of	the	severity	of	recent	hurricanes,	living	near	the	coast	is	becoming
increasingly	hazardous.	Yoga	provides	both	physical	and	mental	health	benefits.	Concrete	is	the	best	building	material	for	residential	structures.	Children	under	the	age	of	12	should	not	be	allowed	to	have	social	media	profiles.	Spending	more	than	an	hour	per	day	on	housework	is	a	waste	of	time.	People	who	get	at	least	10,000	steps	per	day	are
healthier	than	those	who	don't.	Eating	too	many	carbohydrates	is	the	primary	reason	some	people	are	overweight.	Dining	in	restaurants	is	actually	more	economical	for	individuals	or	couples	than	cooking	at	home.	Note	that	the	statements	above	are	not	commonly	accepted	facts.	You	may	agree	with	some	of	these,	but	chances	are	that	you	don't	agree
with	all	of	them.	Each	example	above	is	a	matter	of	opinion.	If	you	write	about	any	of	these,	you	will	need	to	back	up	with	evidence	in	an	effort	to	prove	your	point.	Readers	will	decide	whether	or	not	they	agree	with	your	argument	base	on	how	effectively	you	make	your	point,	as	well	as	their	own	knowledge	and/or	opinion	about	the	topic.	An
argumentative	claim	will	generally	appear	in	the	first	paragraph	of	a	document.	The	claim	statement	is	usually	paired	with	a	hook	to	form	the	introductory	paragraph	of	an	essay	or	other	document.	The	hook	is	designed	to	capture	reader	interest	so	they	will	want	to	learn	more,	while	the	claim	statement	lets	them	know	what	point	will	be	argued	in
the	paper.	When	someone	presents	an	alternative	argument	to	your	claim,	that	is	a	counterclaim.	Another	word	for	a	counterclaim	is	a	rebuttal.	When	someone	presents	a	counterclaim,	they	are	making	a	claim	of	their	own.	It	will	be	up	to	them	to	state	their	counterclaim,	then	seek	to	back	it	up	with	evidence	(just	as	you	did	when	making	the	initial
claim).	claim	-	making	an	argument	and	backing	it	up	with	evidencecounterclaim	-	presenting	a	rebuttal	to	a	claim	and	backing	it	up	with	evidence	Debates	involve	claims	(arguments)	and	counterclaims	(rebuttals).	When	people	participate	in	a	debate,	they	prepare	arguments	for	their	claims	and	deliver	strong	rebuttals	to	the	claims	of	their
opponents.	Now	that	you	know	what	a	claim	is	in	writing,	consider	taking	a	deeper	dive	into	how	this	communication	strategy	can	be	used	in	writing	and	face-to-face	communication.	Start	by	exploring	key	ways	the	terms	argument	and	debate	differ.	From	there,	investigate	how	examples	of	rhetoric	can	be	used	as	a	tool	to	persuade	and	motivate.
Essays	are	important	academic	papers	that	students	use	to	present	and	express	their	thoughts.	Basically,	a	quality	paper	revolves	around	a	central	claim	or	thesis	statement,	which	expresses	person’s	thoughts	toward	a	specific	topic,	problem,	or	research	question.	In	literature,	the	term	“claim”	refers	to	an	assertion	that	convinces,	argues,
demonstrates,	and	suggestively	implies	something	to	a	reader	who	agrees	with	or	disputes	it	using	available	evidence,	knowledge,	or	experience.	Further	on,	these	assertions	differ	from	general	statements	in	that	others	may	approve	or	disagree	with	arguments.	In	writing,	good	claims	should	be	clear,	concise,	distinct,	affirmative,	and	easy	to	prove.
As	such,	a	right	step	in	writing	a	claim	in	an	essay	includes	exploring	a	unique	topic,	asking	critical	questions,	determining	an	entire	goal	of	organizing	a	paper,	and	taking	a	unique	standpoint.	In	turn,	these	phases	must	focus	on	assertions	to	align	them	with	existing	knowledge	and	evidence	for	justification.			General	Aspects	Providing	a	claim	in	an
essay	is	a	main	argument	that	determines	its	complexity,	effectiveness,	and	quality.	Basically,	this	guideline	focuses	on	how	to	write	a	claim	in	an	essay	and	contains	concise	examples	that	people	should	follow	to	create	outstanding	academic	papers.	As	such,	anyone	reading	this	article	can	understand	a	central	role	of	an	argument	in	defining	an
essay’s	direction,	scope,	and	purpose.	In	different	types	of	essays,	authors	must	use	evidence,	quotations,	arguments,	expert	opinions,	statistics,	and	details	to	affirm	their	positions.	Further	on,	a	good	argumentative	statement	should	be	specific,	which	helps	to	focus	on	a	single	idea.	In	writing,	general	assertions	may	make	an	entire	paper	vague	and
boring	to	readers.	On	the	other	hand,	a	good	essay	should	contain	a	thesis	statement	as	a	central	claim.	Moreover,	each	body	paragraph	should	have	supporting	sentences	related	to	a	thesis	statement.	Because	all	types	of	compositions	are	important	in	communicating	useful	information	to	readers,	one	must	make	specific,	believable,	and	justifiable
assertions.	What	Is	a	Claim	in	an	Essay	and	Its	Purpose	According	to	its	definition,	a	claim	in	an	essay	is	a	well-structured	and	clear	statement	that	asserts	a	particular	viewpoint	or	argument,	serving	as	a	foundation	for	a	paper’s	thesis.	For	example,	the	main	purpose	of	writing	a	claim	is	to	establish	an	essay’s	main	point,	providing	a	clear	and
focused	argument	that	an	author	will	support	with	evidence,	reasoning,	and	examples	throughout	a	given	text	(Humble,	2024).	In	writing,	this	type	of	sentence	represents	a	person’s	position	on	a	specific	topic	and	guides	a	direction	of	a	presented	composition.	Further	on,	a	well-crafted	statement	helps	to	unify	a	whole	paper	by	tying	together	various
supporting	points,	ensuring	all	parts	of	an	entire	writing	contribute	to	an	overall	argument	(Kleemola	et	al.,	2022).	Basically,	a	strong	position	invites	readers	to	engage	with	a	composition,	encouraging	them	to	consider	an	author’s	perspective	and,	ideally,	persuade	them	to	agree	with	or	understand	an	argument	presented.	Moreover,	such	a	sentence
is	a	backbone	of	any	paper,	organizing	author’s	ideas	and	giving	a	presented	text	its	direction	and	purpose	(Mentan,	2022).	In	terms	of	pages	and	words,	the	length	of	a	claim	essay	depends	on	academic	levels	chosen,	arguments	presented,	assignment	requirements	given,	and	a	depth	of	analysis	expected,	while	general	writing	guidelines	are:	High
School	Length:	1-2	pages	Word	Count:	250-500	words	Comment:	High	school	papers	are	typically	shorter	and	more	straightforward,	focusing	on	clear	argumentation	with	basic	evidence.	In	writing,	they	usually	involve	a	single,	well-defined	statement	supported	by	a	few	examples	or	pieces	of	evidence.	College	Length:	2-4	pages	Word	Count:	500-
1,000	words	Comment:	College-level	papers	are	more	detailed,	requiring	deeper	analysis	and	more	substantial	evidence.	In	writing,	they	often	involve	multiple	statements	or	sub-statements,	with	each	supported	by	thorough	research	and	critical	analysis.	University	(Undergraduate)	Length:	3-6	pages	Word	Count:	750-1,500	words	Comment:
University	papers	are	typically	longer	and	more	complex,	requiring	comprehensive	research	and	sophisticated	argumentation.	In	writing,	they	involve	multiple	interconnected	statements	and	a	critical	engagement	with	different	scholarly	sources.	Master’s	Length:	4-8	pages	Word	Count:	1,000-2,000	words	Comment:	At	a	Master’s	level,	papers	are
expected	to	be	in-depth	and	thoroughly	researched,	often	resembling	mini-theses.	In	writing,	they	involve	advanced	analysis,	critical	thinking,	and	a	high	level	of	engagement	with	academic	literature.	Ph.D.	Length:	6-10+	pages	Word	Count:	1,500-2,500+	words	Comment:	Ph.D.	papers	are	part	of	larger	dissertations	and	involve	original	research,
extensive	literature	review,	and	complex	argumentation.	In	writing,	they	contribute	to	a	specific	field	of	study,	demonstrating	a	deep	understanding	of	a	subject	matter.	Format	Note:	Some	writing	sections	of	a	claim	essay	can	be	added,	deleted,	or	combined	with	each	other,	depending	on	academic	disciplines,	institution	requirements,	and	a	nature	of
a	specific	assignment.	For	example,	a	standard	claim	essay	format	includes	a	clear	and	specific	thesis	statement,	followed	by	well-organized	body	paragraphs	that	present	evidence	and	analysis	to	support	a	specific	position,	and	concludes	with	a	summary	that	reinforces	a	central	argument	(Humble,	2024).	In	writing,	a	claim	is	a	statement	or
assertion	that	expresses	a	main	argument	or	position	that	an	author	intends	to	support	and	prove	through	evidence	and	reasoning.	Further	on,	claims	in	persuasive	writing	should	be	stated	clearly	and	assertively,	presenting	a	specific	and	debatable	argument	that	sets	a	valid	foundation	for	the	rest	of	an	essay	(Ferretti	&	Graham,	2019).	Basically,	an
example	of	a	good	claim	in	an	essay	might	be:	“Social	media	channels	have	a	detrimental	impact	on	mental	health	states	among	teenagers	by	increasing	anxiety	and	depression	levels.”	Moreover,	a	strong	claim	is	specific,	debatable,	clearly	articulated,	and	supported	by	compelling	evidence,	making	it	both	persuasive	and	central	to	an	argument	being
made	(Kleemola	et	al.,	2022).	As	such,	to	make	a	claim	means	to	assert	a	specific	viewpoint	or	argument	that	a	person	intends	to	support	with	evidence	and	reasoning	throughout	an	entire	writing.	In	literature,	a	claim	is	a	statement	or	assertion	that	an	author	presents	as	a	main	point	or	argument,	which	is	then	supported	by	evidence	and	analysis
throughout	a	text	(Mentan,	2022).	Finally,	to	start	a	claim	in	an	essay,	people	begin	with	a	clear	and	specific	statement	that	presents	their	main	argument	or	position	on	a	specific	topic.	Defining	Features	From	its	simple	definition,	a	claim	is	an	assertion	that	convinces,	argues,	demonstrates,	and	suggests	something	to	a	reader	who	agrees	with	or
disputes	it	based	on	available	knowledge	and	understanding.	For	example,	different	types	of	claims	are	useful	in	an	essay	since	they	define	its	scope	and	direction	(Lauritzen,	2021).	In	writing	an	argumentative	essay,	students	use	their	thoughts	to	make	claims	and	support	them	using	evidence.	Further	on,	a	nature	of	a	main	assertion	determines	if	a
targeted	audience	can	read	through,	agree,	or	disagree	with	a	key	message	of	an	entire	composition	(Mentan,	2022).	Moreover,	a	claim	statement	refers	to	a	written	sentence	that	reflects	someone’s	opinion.	As	a	result,	after	choosing	their	essay	topics,	students	make	argumentative	statements	to	mean	expressing	their	thoughts	regarding	a	subject
under	discussion	(Humble,	2024).	In	turn,	an	example	of	a	claim	in	a	definition	essay	might	be:	“Courage	is	not	just	an	absence	of	fear	but	also	an	ability	to	act	in	spite	of	it,	determining	bravery	as	a	strength	to	face	and	overcome	challenges.”	Claim	vs.	Statement	The	main	difference	between	a	claim	and	a	statement	is	a	unique	level	of	agreeableness.
For	example,	a	claim	means	a	debatable	statement	regarding	a	specific	issue	(Lauritzen,	2021).	Although	readers	may	not	disagree	with	statements,	they	can	have	diverse	opinions	regarding	an	argumentative	claim.	On	the	other	hand,	a	statement	may	represent	facts	that	are	not	debatable	(Mentan,	2022).	In	writing,	an	example	of	a	general
statement	is:	“The	first	African	American	president	of	the	United	States	was	Barack	Obama.”	One	cannot	dispute	this	statement	because	it	represents	a	fact.	However,	an	example	of	a	claim	is:	“The	election	of	Barack	Obama	as	the	American	President	marked	the	end	of	racism	based	on	skin	color.”	In	summary,	some	people	may	disagree	with	this
argument	under	existing	cases	of	racial	discrimination	against	African	Americans	during	and	after	President	Obama’s	tenure.	Therefore,	a	good	claim	for	an	essay	is	a	clear,	specific,	and	debatable	statement	that	presents	a	main	argument	or	position	that	an	entire	paper	will	support	and	prove	with	evidence.	Join	our	satisfied	customers	who	have
received	perfect	papers	from	Wr1ter	Team.Order	Essay	Example	Types	Writers	can	use	various	types	of	claims	to	make	their	essays	more	convincing.	For	example,	to	write	a	claim	in	an	essay,	people	clearly	state	their	main	argument	in	a	concise	and	specific	sentence	that	sets	an	entire	direction	for	their	paper,	ensuring	it	is	debatable	and	supported
by	evidence	throughout	an	entire	text	(Humble,	2024).	As	such,	this	section	explains	different	types	of	assertions	when	writing	a	claim	in	an	essay.			Cause	and	Effect.	This	claim	contains	information	about	two	or	more	phenomena	regarding	their	origin	and	effect.	Argumentative.	Results	from	reasoning	and	reflects	people’s	opinion	toward	a	subject.
However,	people	must	use	evidence	to	support	any	argumentative	claim.	Fact.	A	factual	statement	is	useful	in	arguing	out	a	truth	or	falsity	of	some	assertions.	In	writing,	one	must	use	facts	to	justify	a	correctness	or	invalidity	of	any	statement.	Definition.	This	claim	asserts	that	something	is	a	case	without	providing	evidence.	Moreover,	assertions
accurately	describe	an	object,	event,	or	situation.	Solution.	This	assertion	provides	an	answer	to	an	existing	problem	or	question	of	interest	and	responds	directly	to	an	inquiry	or	an	existing	doubt.	Value.	A	value	argument	is	a	statement	about	what	people	should	regard	as	worthwhile.	In	writing,	such	claims	should	show	different	policies,	things,
beliefs,	and	facts	that	humans	regard	as	more	valuable	than	others.	Comparative.	A	comparative	claim	refers	to	an	assertion	that	relates	different	objects	or	things	to	reveal	their	differences	or	similarities.	Basically,	comparisons	are	necessary	to	show	a	diversity	of	objects	and	enable	readers	to	make	informed	choices	depending	on	their	needs.
Importance.	This	claim	reveals	an	actual	significance	of	a	statement,	information,	object,	or	even	opinion.	In	writing,	an	assertion	of	importance	should	convince	an	intended	audience	that	an	item	is	better	than	other	similar	things.	Steps	on	How	to	Write	a	Claim	for	an	Argumentative	Essay	Developing	a	claim	for	an	argumentative	essay	should
contend	for	a	certain	interpretation	or	understanding	debatable	topics.	For	example,	to	write	a	strong	claim	in	an	argumentative	essay,	people	clearly	state	their	position	on	a	chosen	issue	in	a	concise,	specific	sentence	that	outlines	a	central	argument	they	will	support	with	evidence	throughout	a	paper	(Lauritzen,	2021).	In	writing,	students	must
understand	a	specific	subject	and	take	a	position	to	justify	it.	However,	a	main	assertion	may	contradict	popular	opinions	regarding	a	chosen	subject.	Besides,	one	must	provide	justifiable	evidence	to	affirm	any	position	taken.	Hence,	the	following	recomendations	are	necessary	steps	students	should	take	to	write	a	suitable	claim	for	an	argumentative
essay.	Step	1:	Exploring	a	Specific	Topic	A	first	step	in	writing	a	claim	for	an	argumentative	essay	is	to	explore	sensitive	or	controversial	debate	topics.	For	example,	one	must	do	preliminary	research	on	a	selected	or	assigned	topic	to	develop	concrete	ideas	for	possible	arguments	(Mentan,	2022).	In	writing,	the	information	gathered	should	allow
people	to	support	and	justify	a	specific	position.	As	such,	if	a	topic	concerns	global	warming,	one	may	gather	evidence	to	justify	why	cutting	down	trees	is	a	major	cause	of	heat	waves	experienced	in	different	parts	of	the	world.	Step	2:	Asking	Questions	A	second	step	of	making	a	claim	in	an	essay	should	involve	narrowing	it	down	to	a	specific	subject
by	asking	critical	questions	regarding	the	evidence	gathered.	For	example,	this	stage	is	necessary	to	enable	authors	to	determine	an	overall	quality	of	the	information	obtained	on	a	given	subject	(Humble,	2024).	In	writing,	interrogating	the	evidence	allows	one	to	determine	if	a	selected	side	of	an	argument	is	valid	and	convincing.	As	a	result,
examining	a	study	topic	may	lead	to	identifying	possible	counterclaims	and	valid	opposite	arguments.	Step	3:	Determining	an	Essay’s	Goal	Reviewing	an	assignment	briefing	to	understand	a	primary	goal	of	an	argument	is	an	important	step	in	developing	a	strong	claim.	For	example,	students	should	develop	a	deeper	understanding	of	a	primary	goal	of
making	a	good	argument	when	writing	(Lauritzen,	2021).	Basically,	the	resulting	insights	are	necessary	to	focus	an	essay’s	writing	scope	and	develop	a	position	that	challenges	target	readers’	opinions.	Besides,	reviewing	key	goals	is	essential	in	refuting	what	one	assumes	to	be	true	(Mentan,	2022).	On	the	other	hand,	reviewing	essay’s	goals	is
important	in	combining	related	and	relevant	ideas.	Even	if	argumentative	essays	focus	on	multiple	issues,	quality	papers	should	address	a	central	theme	guided	by	a	clear	thesis	statement	(Humble,	2024).	In	writing,	students	must	connect	related	ideas	to	make	a	refutable	position	demonstrating	a	clear	stand	on	a	main	subject.	Step	4:	Taking	a
Unique	Standpoint	A	fourth	step	should	involve	a	unique	standpoint	to	make	a	refutable	argument.	For	example,	most	students	need	to	start	stating	arguable	facts	followed	by	straightforward	claims	(Lauritzen,	2021).	In	writing,	a	quality	essay	should	contain	a	unique	argument	that	convinces	an	intended	audience	to	develop	an	alternative	thought	on
a	presented	subject.	Moreover,	students	should	critically	evaluate	the	obtained	evidence	and	deduce	a	unique	position	to	argue	about	(Mentan,	2022).	As	a	result,	all	sides	taken	should	rebut	popular	beliefs	and	truths	and	affirm	a	distinctive	position.	In	turn,	some	examples	of	sentence	starters	for	beginning	a	claim	in	an	essay	are:	Based	on	an	entire
analysis	of	the	evidence	presented,	it	is	clear	…	.	Taking	into	account	various	factors	involved,	this	essay	argues	…	.	In	light	of	the	data	and	research	discussed,	it	becomes	apparent	…	.	Considering	key	perspectives	and	arguments	explored,	one	can	reasonably	conclude	…	.	Given	a	historical	context	and	current	trends,	this	composition	asserts	that	…
.	After	examining	a	relevant	literature	and	theoretical	frameworks,	it	is	evident	…	.	Taking	into	consideration	key	points	discussed,	this	paper	contends	…	.	Upon	reviewing	the	available	evidence	and	arguments,	it	is	reasonable	to	claim	…	.	In	view	of	the	arguments	and	evidence	presented,	it	is	logical	to	conclude	…	.	Given	a	current	depth	of	analysis
and	the	supporting	evidence,	this	paper	strongly	argues	…	.	Types	of	Essays,	Use	of	Claims,	and	Difference	Different	academic	articles	should	have	unique	claims,	and	students	should	identify	a	specific	type	of	essay	to	make	a	suitable	assertion,	including	a	hook.	For	example,	the	most	common	types	of	academic	work	encountered	during	academic
studies	include	a	research	paper,	an	argumentative	essay,	a	persuasive	speech,	a	literary	analysis,	a	persuasive	essay,	a	rhetorical	analysis,	and	a	memo	(Humble,	2024).	Therefore,	this	section	contains	information	on	key	types	of	assertions	one	should	make	when	writing	these	papers.			Research	Paper.	Sentences	used	in	this	work	should	provide
insights	into	specific	research	topics	by	informing	readers	more	about	a	main	idea	or	argument.	Assertions	used	in	writing	research	papers	should	lead	to	a	greater	understanding	of	a	subject	instead	of	presenting	different	viewpoints.	Argumentative	Essay.	A	central	sentence	used	in	this	paper	should	take	a	clearly	defined	stance	on	a	subject	to	allow
authors	to	build	an	evidence-based	case	to	support	all	positions.	The	most	unique	feature	of	argumentative	claims	is	that	they	should	be	questionable.			Persuasive	Speech.	Students	should	present	convincing	opinions,	ideas,	or	assertions	in	their	writing.	Such	sentences	are	useful	in	swaying	or	influencing	people’s	beliefs,	attitudes,	values,	or
behaviors.			Literary	Analysis.	Possible	assertions	used	in	literary	analysis	papers	should	affirm	a	certain	position	as	truthful.	In	writing,	people	can	make	factual	or	judgmental	sentences	to	express	their	point	of	view,	interpretation,	evaluation,	or	critical	assessment	of	a	literary	work.	Persuasive	Essay.	Sentences	used	in	this	type	of	paper	should
convince	a	target	audience	to	accept	a	certain	point	of	view.	A	persuasive	assertion	should	openly	communicate	a	central	writing	theme	or	idea	presented	in	an	essay	and	affirm	its	credibility.	Rhetorical	Analysis.	A	main	sentence	used	in	rhetorical	analysis	should	reflect	the	evidence	or	appeals	used	in	a	piece	of	work	to	convince	readers.	In	writing,
one	should	mention	some	rhetorical	devices	and	appeals	used	in	a	specific	work	under	evaluation.	Memo.	The	primary	purpose	of	writing	a	memorandum	is	to	inform	a	group	of	professionals	about	a	specific	problem,	solution,	event,	or	situation	relevant	to	their	institution.	As	such,	a	central	sentence	used	in	a	memo	should	state	a	proposed	solution	to
a	problem	and	important	points	on	an	identified	course	of	action.	Types	of	Evidence	Expert	Opinions.	Professionals	in	various	areas	of	specialists	give	opinions	regarding	issues	that	contain	credible	information.	Such	views	are	important	in	shaping	any	position	for	an	essay	focusing	on	current	issues.			Interviews.	Scholars	gather	first-hand	evidence
by	interviewing	participants	affected	by	a	problem	under	investigation.	Analysis	of	obtained	views	and	opinions	of	participants	should	inform	an	entire	formation	of	a	central	position	in	an	essay.	Direct	Observation.	People	may	observe	how	humans	behave	in	their	natural	settings	without	informing	them.	The	findings	may	lead	to	a	development	of
convincing	sentences	regarding	social	behaviors	and	writing	about	them.			Examples	of	Past	Experience.	Examples	from	past	incidents	allow	people	to	gain	unique	insights	regarding	real-life	issues.	In	writing,	one	may	use	the	information	to	develop	an	argumentative	claim	for	an	essay.			Primary	Research.	Through	primary	research,	students	obtain
first-hand	evidence	and	knowledge,	contributing	to	understanding	real-life	issues.	A	conclusion	drawn	from	such	studies	is	good	for	developing	credible	assertions	for	research	papers.			Synthesis	of	Secondary	Research.	Scholars	present	their	research	findings	in	journal	articles	and	reports.	In	writing,	one	can	draw	evidence	from	secondary	sources
to	develop	a	strong	position	for	argumentative	or	persuasive	essays	on	specific	issues	or	topics	of	interest.				Facts,	Statistics,	or	Other	Data.	Historical	facts,	statistics	obtained	from	primary	research,	and	other	forms	of	credible	sources	are	crucial	in	justifying	an	assumption,	a	hypothesis,	or	a	theory	under	analysis.	Critical	evaluation	of	these	reliable
sources	of	information	can	lead	to	strong	positions	for	memos,	persuasive	speeches,	and	various	writing	types	of	essays.	Experience	a	seamless	writing	process	with	Wr1ter	Team,	where	plagiarism	is	never	a	concern.Get	New	Example	Examples	of	Claims	for	Essays	Abortion	is	a	fundamental	right	for	women	–	Although	some	scholars	argue	that
abortion	is	unethical	because	it	terminates	the	life	of	an	innocent	fetus,	women	have	a	fundamental	right	to	make	decisions	regarding	their	bodies,	especially	when	they	face	terminal	health	risks.	Children	from	divorced	families	demonstrate	greater	psychological	resilience	–	Because	kids	experience	social	and	economic	challenges,	they	develop
greater	psychological	resilience	as	a	coping	mechanism.			Doctors	should	embrace	art	and	music	therapy	to	enhance	the	healing	process	–	Doctors	should	include	a	method	as	an	intervention	to	lower	stress	among	admitted	patients	and	enhance	recovery	because	art	and	music	create	a	soothing	effect	and	enhance	psychological	well-being.	Gender
roles	in	“The	Great	Gatsby”	–	The	novel	“The	Great	Gatsby”	reflects	on	opposing	values	of	social	models	through	different	female	characters	who	become	objectified	by	men.			Poverty	lowers	academic	achievement	–	Because	parents	from	low-income	families	cannot	afford	quality	education,	academic	achievement	among	their	children	remains	lower
than	those	from	middle-	or	high-income	backgrounds.	Evaluating	the	rhetorical	devices	in	Harry	Porter	–	J.	K.	Rowling	used	literary	devices,	such	as	irony,	symbolism,	contrasting	characters,	pathos,	and	ethos,	to	present	the	theme	of	death.	Explaining	human	resource	policy	change	–	The	board	of	directors	agreed	that	employees	must	take	their
scheduled	annual	leave	without	fail	to	promote	psychological	resilience.	Structure	Hook	A	claim	paragraph	should	contain	adequate	information	to	explain	a	primary	focus	of	an	essay	or	research	paper.	For	example,	one	should	include	an	attention-getter	or	start	with	a	quote	to	attract	readers’	attention	to	go	through	the	information	provided
(Lauritzen,	2021).	In	writing,	such	a	passage	should	contain	background	information	about	a	topic	presented	in	a	paper	to	provide	a	target	audience	with	a	glimpse	of	the	main	ideas.	Other	important	writing	details	include	a	main	argument	of	an	essay’s	thesis	statement.	Thesis	Statement	as	a	Claim	in	an	Essay	A	central	claim	may	serve	as	a	thesis
statement	in	an	essay.	For	example,	a	claim	in	an	argument	is	a	statement	that	asserts	a	specific	viewpoint	or	position,	serving	as	a	main	point	that	an	author	intends	to	prove	or	defend	with	evidence	and	reasoning	(Mentan,	2022).	In	writing,	academic	papers	should	have	an	introduction	with	an	argumentative	thesis	statement,	which	serves	as	a
central	position.	Moreover,	main	assertions	should	be	last	sentences	of	any	college	essay	introduction,	which	provide	a	paper’s	overview	and	focus	when	used	as	a	thesis	statement.			Hypothesis	A	hypothesis	in	a	research	paper	represents	a	statement	that	requires	testing	for	validation.	For	example,	such	a	claim	represents	an	unvalidated	relationship
between	independent	and	dependent	variables	(Humble,	2024).	In	writing,	scholars	state	their	assumptions	or	predictions	about	what	their	research	results	will	confirm.	Moreover,	this	statement	represents	a	tentative	answer	to	a	research	question.	As	such,	hypotheses	do	not	represent	claims	in	writing	because	they	indicate	unjustified	answers	that
may	be	correct	or	wrong.	Results	The	results	from	a	research	paper	refer	to	the	confirmed	and	justified	findings.	For	example,	to	support	a	specific	claim	with	evidence,	people	provide	relevant	facts,	data,	examples,	or	expert	opinions	that	directly	back	up	their	argument	and	help	to	convince	their	audience	of	its	validity	(Lauritzen,	2021).	Basically,
scholars	use	available	evidence,	theories,	and	results	to	test	and	affirm	hypotheses.	In	turn,	conclusions	are	made	into	findings	in	specific	research	work.	Besides,	these	results	may	take	a	form	of	evidence	in	writing	since	they	represent	a	justifiable	or	debatable	position	on	a	topic	of	interest.			Body	Paragraphs	A	typical	paragraph	should	have	a	topic
sentence	or	claim,	supporting	evidence,	and	explanations.	For	example,	to	start	a	claim	in	a	paragraph,	people	begin	with	a	clear	and	concise	statement	that	directly	presents	a	main	argument	or	point	they	intend	to	support	in	an	entire	passage	(Mentan,	2022).	In	writing,	any	assertion	in	an	essay	should	begin	with	a	statement	followed	by	supporting
evidence.	Besides,	one	must	provide	a	clear	explanation	linking	the	evidence	to	a	central	assertion.	Finally,	key	justifications	provided	should	link	all	assertions	to	a	central	thesis	statement.	What	Is	a	Counter	Claim	and	Its	Meaning	for	an	Essay	A	counterclaim	refers	to	a	statement	that	refutes	a	central	argument	in	an	essay.	Basically,	different
scholars	have	unique	views	regarding	a	specific	topic.	For	example,	such	opposing	thoughts	reveal	an	alternative	way	of	understanding	a	subject	(Crossley	et	al.,	2022).	Further	on,	opposers	in	a	debate	make	counterclaims	to	contest	a	motion,	while	proposers	make	assertions	and	rebuttals	to	counter	opposing	statements.	In	writing,	rebuttals	are
unique	counterclaims	that	allow	debaters	to	justify	their	arguments.			What	to	Include	Tips	Claims	used	in	essays	should	be	clear	and	easy	to	prove.	For	example,	to	write	a	claim	for	a	definition	essay,	people	clearly	state	their	interpretation	or	specific	understanding	of	a	term	or	concept	being	defined	and	establish	how	this	description	will	be
supported	throughout	a	paper	(Humble,	2024).	Moreover,	an	argumentative	essay	should	include	strong	evidence	and	reasoning,	which	are	statements	that	support	a	writer’s	claim.	As	such,	one	should	choose	a	statement	that	is	easy	to	justify	using	available	evidence.	Because	assertions	convey	main	points	in	a	paper	or	paragraph,	students	should
include	a	strong	supporting	statement.	Besides,	any	claim	should	have	a	definitive	and	affirmative	tone.	10	Things	to	Do:	Choose	a	justifiable	claim	for	writing.	Use	simple	terms.	Cover	a	decisive	tone.	Maintain	a	positive	tone.	Take	a	single-issue	stand.	Define	a	narrow	and	clear	scope	in	logical	order.	Create	a	unique	approach	to	a	topic.	Describe	an
issue	clearly.	Follow	active	voice.	Include	a	short	statement.	10	Things	Not	to	Do:	Selecting	a	broad	scope.	Implementing	negative	language.	Including	complex	vocabulary.	Writing	first-person	statements.	Basing	positions	on	emotional	appeal.	Cluttering	arguments	with	multiple	ideas.	Presenting	wordy	sentences	with	multiple	fill-up	words.	Using
passive	voice.	Placing	claims	in	illogical	order.	Covering	ambiguous	statements	that	are	hard	to	prove.	Common	Mistakes	Vague	Language:	Using	unclear	or	ambiguous	terms	can	make	a	claim	difficult	to	understand	and	weaken	an	argument.	Lack	of	Specificity:	A	position	that	is	too	broad	or	general	fails	to	provide	a	clear	direction	for	writing.	Overly
Complex	Sentences:	Complicating	a	sentence	with	too	many	ideas	or	convoluted	wording	can	confuse	readers.	No	Evidence:	Presenting	a	statement	without	hinting	at	or	supporting	it	with	evidence	weakens	an	argument’s	credibility.	Subjectivity:	Relying	on	personal	opinions	or	beliefs	rather	than	objective	reasoning	can	make	an	entire	position	less
persuasive.	Ignoring	Counterarguments:	Failing	to	consider	opposing	views	in	writing	can	make	an	assertion	seem	one-sided	or	poorly	researched.	Overstating	a	Claim:	Making	exaggerated	or	unsubstantiated	propositions	can	result	in	a	loss	of	trust	from	readers.	Repetition:	Repeating	a	central	statement	without	adding	new	insight	or	evidence	can
make	an	entire	paper	redundant.	Contradictory	Statements:	Making	an	assertion	that	contradicts	other	parts	of	an	essay	can	confuse	readers	and	undermine	an	argument.	Weak	Language:	Using	hedging	words,	like	“might”	or	“could,”	in	writing	can	make	a	position	appear	tentative	or	unsure,	reducing	its	impact.	Summing	Up	A	claim	in	an	essay	is	a
statement	that	expresses	a	main	argument	or	position	an	author	intends	to	prove.	In	writing,	such	a	sentence	guides	a	paper’s	structure	and	provides	a	clear	stance	on	a	presented	topic,	distinguishing	it	from	mere	statements	of	fact.	Further	on,	a	strong	assertion	should	be	specific,	debatable,	and	supported	by	evidence.	In	principle,	a	clear
statement	helps	people	to	direct	a	text’s	content	and	makes	an	argument	persuasive	and	engaging.	Finally,	various	types	of	claims	include	argumentative,	factual,	and	value-based	statements,	each	serving	different	purposes	in	essay	writing.	As	a	result,	key	takeaways	to	remember	are:	Claims	are	important	in	an	essay	since	they	reflect	a	person’s
perspective.	All	arguments	should	be	clear	and	justifiable	statements	about	a	topic.	A	central	assertion	must	provide	an	accurate	scope	of	writing	for	an	essay.	Some	types	of	claims	include	cause	and	effect,	argumentative,	fact,	definition,	solution,	value,	comparative,	and	importance	assertions.	Clear	paragraphs	are	important	in	outlining	an	entire
scope	of	a	paper.	Good	positions	should	be	clear,	specific,	justifiable,	and	presented	in	a	simple,	assertive,	and	distinctive	tone.	References	Crossley,	S.	A.,	Baffour,	P.,	Tian,	Y.,	Picou,	A.,	Benner,	M.,	&	Boser,	U.	(2022).	The	persuasive	essays	for	rating,	selecting,	and	understanding	argumentative	and	discourse	elements	(persuade)	corpus	1.0.
Assessing	Writing,	54,	1–6.	Ferretti,	R.	P.,	&	Graham,	S.	(2019).	Argumentative	writing:	Theory,	assessment,	and	instruction.	Reading	and	Writing,	32(6),	1345–1357.	Humble,	R.	K.	(2024).	The	humble	argument:	A	readable	introduction	to	argument	and	the	college	essay.	Chemeketa	Press.	Kleemola,	K.,	Hyytinen,	H.,	&	Toom,	A.	(2022).	The	challenge
of	position-taking	in	novice	higher	education	students’	argumentative	writing.	Frontiers	in	Education,	7,	1–14.	Lauritzen,	J.	(2021).	Read,	write,	and	cite.	Kendall	Hunt	Publishing	Company.	Mentan,	E.T.	(2022).	English	essay	writing	handbook.	Authors’	Tranquility	Press.	argumentative	statements	of	claim	and	counterclaim	examples	Created	by	Lindy
Gaskill	for	YourDictionary	Copyright	YourDictionary,	Owned	by	YourDictionary	Are	you	wondering,	"What	is	a	claim	in	writing?"	When	you	make	an	argument	in	writing	and	back	it	up	with	supporting	evidence,	you	are	making	a	claim.	Claims	are	very	common	in	research	papers	and	certain	types	of	essays.	Making	a	claim	in	your	writing	allows	you	to
present	the	main	idea	of	the	document	in	the	form	of	an	argument	that	you	will	support	with	evidence	throughout	the	document.	A	claim	statement	is	a	type	of	thesis	statement	in	which	you	present	the	main	idea	of	what	you	are	writing	in	the	form	of	an	argument.	Think	of	claims	like	a	thesis	statement	in	the	form	of	an	argument.	Claims	are	matters
of	opinion,	but	they	are	stated	as	if	they	are	facts	and	backed	up	with	evidence.	Any	time	you	make	a	debatable	statement	in	writing	that	is	backed	up	with	facts	and/or	other	types	of	evidence,	you	are	using	a	claim.	Argumentative	claims	don't	have	to	be	complex,	but	they	do	have	to	be	more	than	just	a	fact-based	statement	that	is	obviously	true.
Instead,	claims	should	be	statements	that	are	up	for	debate.	As	a	writer,	your	goal	is	to	effectively	argue	in	favor	of	your	claim.	Review	the	examples	below	to	develop	a	better	understanding	of	what	is	a	claim	in	an	essay.	statement	-	If	you	open	an	essay	by	stating,	"I	own	a	cell	phone,"	this	is	not	an	example	of	a	claim	in	writing.	Assuming	that	you	do,
in	fact,	own	a	cell	phone,	this	is	just	a	statement	of	fact.	It	is	not	something	that	is	arguable.	claim	-	If	you	open	by	stating,	"Every	middle	school	student	should	have	their	own	cell	phone,"	this	is	a	claim.	This	is	not	something	that	everyone	agrees	upon.	Your	paper	will	need	to	focus	on	supporting	this	claim	with	evidence.	Claims	are	common	in
different	types	of	writing,	including	documents	created	for	school	assignments	or	in	the	professional	world.	argumentative	essays	-	These	essays	focus	on	an	issue	that	is	controversial,	presenting	evidence	that	backs	up	the	writer's	claim.	research	papers	-	Academic	research	papers	are	designed	specifically	to	provide	evidence	to	confirm	or	refute	the
writer's	hypothesis,	which	is	a	type	of	claim.	literary	analysis	-	When	engaged	in	literary	analysis,	writers	make	a	claim	about	a	literary	work,	then	provide	evidence	from	it	to	support	their	claim.	persuasive	essays	-	Persuasive	essays	are	a	type	of	argumentative	essay.	They	use	fact-based	information	as	evidence	to	back	up	a	writer's	claim.	persuasive
speeches	-	Persuasive	speeches	are	presented	orally,	but	many	start	with	an	outline	focused	on	providing	evidence	for	a	primary	claim.	persuasive	memos	-	Persuasive	memos	are	often	designed	to	convince	readers	to	believe	or	act	on	a	claim	backed	up	by	evidence.	In	order	to	back	up	a	claim	in	writing,	you	will	need	to	provide	evidence.	Evidence	is
information	that	provides	proof	of	or	support	for	an	idea.	Your	claim	statement	should	be	a	logical	conclusion	that	you	reached	as	a	result	of	reviewing	and	understanding	valid,	reliable	evidence.	Rather	than	expecting	readers	to	simply	believe	that	your	claim	is	true,	you'll	need	to	provide	them	with	evidence	they	can	consider	to	reach	their	own
conclusion.	There	are	many	types	of	evidence:	direct	observation	of	a	phenomenon	or	occurrenceprimary	research,	such	as	an	experiment	or	content	analysissynthesis	of	secondary	research,	such	as	a	literature	review	information	gathered	from	investigative	interviews	facts,	statistics	or	other	data	expert	opinions	examples	of	past	behavior	It's
important	to	be	aware	that	the	fact	you	can	find	evidence	in	favor	of	your	claim	does	not	necessarily	mean	that	your	claim	is	a	factual	statement.	There	is	also	just	as	much	evidence	against	a	claim	as	there	is	evidence	for	them.	The	idea	of	making	a	claim	in	writing	is	to	present	a	logical,	fact-based	argument	for	the	claim	that	you	are	making.	Review
a	few	examples	of	argumentative	claims	to	help	clarify	what	is	a	claim	in	writing.	These	examples	can	help	you	identify	claims	when	reading	works	of	writing,	as	well	as	provide	you	with	inspiration	when	you	need	to	write	a	claim	statement.	College	students	today	should	focus	on	learning	skills	that	will	qualify	them	to	work	effectively	in	a	virtual
environment.	School	uniforms	help	promote	an	inclusive	educational	environment	for	all	students,	regardless	of	socioeconomic	status.	In	light	of	the	severity	of	recent	hurricanes,	living	near	the	coast	is	becoming	increasingly	hazardous.	Yoga	provides	both	physical	and	mental	health	benefits.	Concrete	is	the	best	building	material	for	residential
structures.	Children	under	the	age	of	12	should	not	be	allowed	to	have	social	media	profiles.	Spending	more	than	an	hour	per	day	on	housework	is	a	waste	of	time.	People	who	get	at	least	10,000	steps	per	day	are	healthier	than	those	who	don't.	Eating	too	many	carbohydrates	is	the	primary	reason	some	people	are	overweight.	Dining	in	restaurants	is
actually	more	economical	for	individuals	or	couples	than	cooking	at	home.	Note	that	the	statements	above	are	not	commonly	accepted	facts.	You	may	agree	with	some	of	these,	but	chances	are	that	you	don't	agree	with	all	of	them.	Each	example	above	is	a	matter	of	opinion.	If	you	write	about	any	of	these,	you	will	need	to	back	up	with	evidence	in	an
effort	to	prove	your	point.	Readers	will	decide	whether	or	not	they	agree	with	your	argument	base	on	how	effectively	you	make	your	point,	as	well	as	their	own	knowledge	and/or	opinion	about	the	topic.	An	argumentative	claim	will	generally	appear	in	the	first	paragraph	of	a	document.	The	claim	statement	is	usually	paired	with	a	hook	to	form	the
introductory	paragraph	of	an	essay	or	other	document.	The	hook	is	designed	to	capture	reader	interest	so	they	will	want	to	learn	more,	while	the	claim	statement	lets	them	know	what	point	will	be	argued	in	the	paper.	When	someone	presents	an	alternative	argument	to	your	claim,	that	is	a	counterclaim.	Another	word	for	a	counterclaim	is	a	rebuttal.
When	someone	presents	a	counterclaim,	they	are	making	a	claim	of	their	own.	It	will	be	up	to	them	to	state	their	counterclaim,	then	seek	to	back	it	up	with	evidence	(just	as	you	did	when	making	the	initial	claim).	claim	-	making	an	argument	and	backing	it	up	with	evidencecounterclaim	-	presenting	a	rebuttal	to	a	claim	and	backing	it	up	with	evidence
Debates	involve	claims	(arguments)	and	counterclaims	(rebuttals).	When	people	participate	in	a	debate,	they	prepare	arguments	for	their	claims	and	deliver	strong	rebuttals	to	the	claims	of	their	opponents.	Now	that	you	know	what	a	claim	is	in	writing,	consider	taking	a	deeper	dive	into	how	this	communication	strategy	can	be	used	in	writing	and
face-to-face	communication.	Start	by	exploring	key	ways	the	terms	argument	and	debate	differ.	From	there,	investigate	how	examples	of	rhetoric	can	be	used	as	a	tool	to	persuade	and	motivate.	Ever	wondered	what	gives	a	piece	of	writing	its	backbone?	It’s	the	claim!	A	claim	is	what	sets	the	stage	for	your	argument,	providing	a	clear	and	compelling
statement	that	you’ll	back	up	with	evidence.	This	guide	will	walk	you	through	everything	you	need	to	know	about	claims	in	writing,	from	the	different	types	to	how	to	create	them	step-by-step.	But	first,	let’s	fully	answer	the	main	question,	What	is	a	claim	in	writing?	A	claim	is	a	debatable	statement	that	forms	the	core	of	your	argument.	Unlike	a	fact,
which	is	indisputable,	a	claim	requires	evidence	and	justification.	It’s	the	statement	around	which	the	rest	of	the	essay	or	piece	revolves.	In	essence,	a	claim	is	what	you’re	trying	to	prove	to	your	reader.	(This	post	may	have	affiliate	links.	Please	see	my	full	disclosure)	I	made	this	image	with	AI	–	What	Is	a	Claim	in	Writing?	There	are	many	different
types	of	claims	you	need	to	know:	Fact	Claims:	Assert	that	something	is	true	or	false.	Example:	“Climate	change	is	caused	by	human	activities.”	Support:	Temperature	records,	scientific	studies.	Value	Claims:	Argue	that	something	is	good	or	bad,	right	or	wrong.	Example:	“Social	media	negatively	impacts	mental	health.”	Support:	Psychological
studies,	expert	opinions.	Policy	Claims:	Advocate	for	a	specific	course	of	action	or	change	in	policy.	Example:	“The	government	should	implement	stricter	gun	control	laws.”	Support:	Crime	statistics,	case	studies	of	other	countries.	Cause	and	Effect	Claims:	Explain	a	cause-and-effect	relationship.	Example:	“Regular	exercise	improves	mental	health.”
Support:	Health	studies,	testimonials.	Definition	Claims:	Define	a	term	or	concept	in	a	specific	way.	Example:	“Freedom	of	speech	includes	the	right	to	criticize	the	government.”	Support:	Legal	precedents,	philosophical	arguments.	Comparison	Claims:	Compare	two	or	more	items	to	assert	that	one	is	superior.	Example:	“Electric	cars	are	more
efficient	than	gasoline	cars.”	Support:	Efficiency	studies,	environmental	impact	reports.	To	write	effective	claims,	start	with	a	clear	statement,	support	that	statement,	and	apply	the	best	practices	below.	An	effective	claim	is	clear	and	precise.	It	should	be	specific	enough	to	be	arguable	and	focused	enough	to	be	manageable	within	the	scope	of	your
essay.	Ambiguous	or	overly	broad	claims	can	confuse	readers	and	weaken	your	argument.	Example	of	a	weak	claim:	“Technology	is	bad.”	Example	of	a	strong	claim:	“The	overuse	of	technology	in	classrooms	can	hinder	students’	social	skills	and	critical	thinking	abilities.”	A	good	claim	is	debatable,	meaning	that	it	presents	a	point	that	some	people
might	disagree	with.	If	everyone	agrees	with	your	claim,	there’s	no	argument	to	be	made.	Additionally,	your	claim	must	be	supportable	with	evidence.	You	should	be	able	to	back	up	your	claim	with	facts,	statistics,	expert	opinions,	and	real-life	examples.	Example:	“Lowering	the	voting	age	to	16	would	lead	to	more	informed	and	engaged	citizens.”	Be
Specific:	Avoid	vague	language.	Clearly	state	what	you	are	arguing.	Example:	Instead	of	“Pollution	is	bad,”	say	“Air	pollution	in	urban	areas	increases	respiratory	health	issues.”	Use	Strong,	Confident	Language:	Avoid	using	words	like	“might”	or	“could.”	Example:	“Implementing	renewable	energy	sources	will	reduce	carbon	emissions.”	Make	It
Relevant:	Ensure	your	claim	is	pertinent	to	your	audience.	Example:	For	a	local	audience,	“Banning	plastic	bags	in	our	city	will	reduce	local	waterway	pollution.”	Ensure	It’s	Arguable:	Your	claim	should	invite	discussion.	Example:	“School	uniforms	improve	student	discipline	and	focus.”	Focus	on	One	Main	Idea:	Each	claim	should	concentrate	on	one
central	point.	Example:	“Universal	healthcare	will	decrease	overall	healthcare	costs.”	One	of	the	most	important	parts	of	how	to	write	a	claim	is	to	come	up	with	good	support.	You’ll	want	to	explore	the	evidence,	counterclaims,	and	rebuttals.	Supporting	a	claim	involves	providing	evidence	and	analyzing	how	that	evidence	backs	up	your	claim.
Different	types	of	evidence	include:	Statistical	Evidence:	Data	and	statistics	that	support	your	claim.	Example:	“According	to	the	CDC,	smoking	is	responsible	for	over	480,000	deaths	per	year	in	the	U.S.”	Testimonial	Evidence:	Quotes	or	opinions	from	experts.	Example:	“Dr.	Smith,	a	renowned	cardiologist,	states	that	regular	exercise	can	reduce	the
risk	of	heart	disease.”	Anecdotal	Evidence:	Personal	stories	or	examples.	Example:	“My	friend	quit	smoking	and	noticed	significant	improvements	in	his	health	within	months.”	Analogical	Evidence:	Comparisons	to	similar	situations.	Example:	“Just	as	a	balanced	diet	is	essential	for	physical	health,	a	balanced	curriculum	is	vital	for	educational
success.”	Addressing	counterclaims	is	crucial	in	strengthening	your	argument.	Acknowledging	opposing	viewpoints	and	then	refuting	them	shows	that	you	have	considered	different	perspectives	and	have	a	well-rounded	understanding	of	the	issue.	Example:	“While	some	argue	that	16-year-olds	lack	the	maturity	to	vote	responsibly,	studies	indicate
that	younger	voters	are	just	as	capable	of	making	informed	decisions	as	older	voters,	especially	when	given	the	appropriate	civic	education.”	Each	body	paragraph	should	focus	on	a	single	supporting	point	for	your	claim.	Start	with	a	topic	sentence	that	introduces	the	point,	followed	by	evidence	and	analysis	that	supports	it.	Include	a	counterclaim	and
rebuttal	to	demonstrate	critical	thinking	and	thorough	understanding.	Example:	Topic	Sentence:	“Mental	health	education	helps	reduce	stigma	and	promotes	awareness.”	Evidence:	Studies	showing	decreased	stigma	in	schools	with	mental	health	programs.	Analysis:	Explain	how	awareness	leads	to	early	intervention	and	better	outcomes.
Counterclaim:	“Some	argue	that	discussing	mental	health	in	schools	could	lead	to	increased	anxiety	among	students.”	Rebuttal:	“However,	research	indicates	that	education	reduces	anxiety	by	providing	students	with	coping	strategies	and	support.”	People	often	overlook	the	power	of	structure	—	yet,	a	good	structure	can	make	or	break	your	claim.	As
a	quick	overview,	the	structure	is:	Introduction	Development	Conclusion	In	the	introduction,	present	your	claim	clearly	and	concisely.	It	should	be	part	of	your	thesis	statement,	which	outlines	the	main	argument	of	your	essay.	Example:	“To	address	the	growing	mental	health	crisis	among	adolescents,	schools	should	implement	mandatory	mental
health	education,	which	has	been	shown	to	improve	students’	well-being	and	academic	performance.”	Each	body	paragraph	should	focus	on	a	single	supporting	point	for	your	claim.	Start	with	a	topic	sentence	that	introduces	the	point,	followed	by	evidence	and	analysis	that	supports	it.	Include	a	counterclaim	and	rebuttal	to	demonstrate	critical
thinking	and	thorough	understanding.	Example:	Topic	Sentence:	“Mental	health	education	helps	reduce	stigma	and	promotes	awareness.”	Evidence:	Studies	showing	decreased	stigma	in	schools	with	mental	health	programs.	Analysis:	Explain	how	awareness	leads	to	early	intervention	and	better	outcomes.	Counterclaim:	“Some	argue	that	discussing
mental	health	in	schools	could	lead	to	increased	anxiety	among	students.”	Rebuttal:	“However,	research	indicates	that	education	reduces	anxiety	by	providing	students	with	coping	strategies	and	support.”	Summarize	your	main	points	and	restate	your	claim	in	a	way	that	underscores	its	importance.	Highlight	the	broader	implications	of	your	argument
and	suggest	areas	for	further	research	or	action.	Example:	“In	conclusion,	mandatory	mental	health	education	in	schools	is	a	crucial	step	towards	addressing	the	mental	health	crisis	among	adolescents.	By	reducing	stigma	and	providing	essential	support,	these	programs	can	lead	to	a	healthier,	more	informed	student	population.”	Over	the	years,	I’ve
noticed	patterns	of	mistakes	when	it	comes	to	writing	claims.	Avoid	these	common	claim	writing	mistakes	to	level	up	your	persuasive	prowess.	Claims	that	are	too	broad	can	be	difficult	to	support	with	evidence.	Narrow	your	focus	to	a	specific	aspect	of	the	issue.	Example	of	a	broad	claim:	“Technology	affects	education.”	Revised	claim:	“The
integration	of	artificial	intelligence	in	education	can	enhance	personalized	learning	experiences.”	Claims	without	evidence	are	simply	opinions.	Ensure	that	every	claim	is	backed	up	with	solid	evidence.	Example	of	an	unsupported	claim:	“Social	media	is	bad	for	teenagers.”	Supported	claim:	“Social	media	usage	among	teenagers	is	linked	to	higher
rates	of	anxiety	and	depression,	according	to	multiple	studies.”	Avoid	vague	language	that	can	confuse	readers.	Be	specific	and	clear	in	your	assertions.	Example	of	vague	language:	“People	should	be	healthier.”	Revised	language:	“Regular	exercise	and	a	balanced	diet	are	essential	for	maintaining	physical	health	and	preventing	chronic	diseases.”
Ignoring	counterarguments	can	weaken	your	position.	Addressing	and	refuting	counterclaims	shows	that	you	have	considered	multiple	perspectives.	Example:	“While	some	argue	that	electric	cars	are	too	expensive,	government	incentives	and	falling	battery	costs	are	making	them	more	affordable.”	Check	out	this	popular	and	helpful	video	about
claims	in	writing:	YouTube	Video	by	K20	—	What	Is	a	Claim	in	Writing?	In	this	section,	I’ve	put	together	100	examples	of	claims	in	writing.	Read	through	them	and	see	if	you	can	spot	the	different	tips	and	techniques	that	we’ve	covered	throughout	his	guide.	“The	global	population	has	surpassed	8	billion	people.”	“Renewable	energy	sources	are	now
cheaper	than	fossil	fuels.”	“Honey	never	spoils	and	can	last	indefinitely.”	“The	Amazon	rainforest	produces	20%	of	the	world’s	oxygen.”	“Venus	is	the	hottest	planet	in	our	solar	system.”	“Human	brains	continue	to	develop	until	the	age	of	25.”	“Eating	too	much	sugar	can	lead	to	type	2	diabetes.”	“The	Great	Wall	of	China	is	visible	from	space.”
“Smoking	is	the	leading	cause	of	lung	cancer.”	“More	people	die	from	car	accidents	than	plane	crashes.”	“A	vegetarian	diet	is	healthier	than	a	meat-based	diet.”	“Classical	literature	is	more	enriching	than	modern	fiction.”	“Handwritten	letters	are	more	personal	than	emails.”	“Watching	too	much	television	is	bad	for	children’s	development.”
“Recycling	is	the	best	way	to	combat	waste.”	“Public	libraries	are	essential	to	community	development.”	“High	school	should	start	later	in	the	morning.”	“Art	is	a	vital	part	of	human	culture.”	“Learning	a	second	language	is	crucial	in	today’s	global	society.”	“Exercise	is	the	best	way	to	maintain	mental	health.”	“Governments	should	invest	more	in
renewable	energy	sources.”	“The	legal	drinking	age	should	be	raised	to	21.”	“Schools	should	require	students	to	wear	uniforms.”	“The	use	of	plastic	bags	should	be	banned	worldwide.”	“Healthcare	should	be	free	for	all	citizens.”	“Public	transportation	should	be	expanded	in	urban	areas.”	“Corporations	should	be	held	accountable	for	their	carbon
emissions.”	“Voting	should	be	mandatory	for	all	eligible	citizens.”	“There	should	be	stricter	regulations	on	data	privacy.”	“The	minimum	wage	should	be	increased	to	reflect	the	cost	of	living.”	“Success	is	defined	by	personal	happiness,	not	wealth.”	“Freedom	of	speech	includes	the	right	to	offend.”	“Art	encompasses	all	forms	of	creative	expression.”
“Patriotism	means	supporting	your	country	but	also	criticizing	it.”	“Leadership	is	about	inspiring	others,	not	commanding	them.”	“Intelligence	includes	emotional	awareness	and	interpersonal	skills.”	“Justice	means	equality	for	all,	regardless	of	background.”	“Democracy	requires	active	participation	from	its	citizens.”	“Innovation	is	the	process	of
creating	new	and	useful	ideas.”	“Beauty	is	subjective	and	varies	across	cultures.”	“Deforestation	leads	to	loss	of	biodiversity.”	“Excessive	screen	time	can	cause	eye	strain	and	headaches.”	“A	lack	of	exercise	can	lead	to	obesity.”	“Poor	nutrition	can	affect	cognitive	development	in	children.”	“Climate	change	causes	more	frequent	and	severe	weather
events.”	“Social	isolation	can	lead	to	mental	health	issues.”	“Pollution	contributes	to	respiratory	problems.”	“Lack	of	sleep	negatively	impacts	academic	performance.”	“Economic	inequality	leads	to	social	unrest.”	“Regular	physical	activity	reduces	the	risk	of	chronic	diseases.”	“Antibiotic	resistance	is	a	growing	global	health	threat.”	“Sharks	have
existed	for	over	400	million	years.”	“The	Pacific	Ocean	is	the	largest	and	deepest	ocean	on	Earth.”	“The	human	genome	contains	approximately	20,000-25,000	genes.”	“Electric	cars	have	lower	lifetime	carbon	emissions	than	gasoline	cars.”	“Mount	Everest	is	the	tallest	mountain	above	sea	level.”	“The	Earth’s	atmosphere	is	composed	of	78%
nitrogen.”	“The	average	human	body	temperature	is	approximately	98.6°F	(37°C).”	“Water	is	a	universal	solvent.”	“Venus	spins	in	the	opposite	direction	to	most	other	planets.”	“Music	education	should	be	a	part	of	every	school	curriculum.”	“Reading	daily	improves	cognitive	function.”	“Volunteering	is	a	rewarding	and	valuable	experience.”	“Traveling
broadens	one’s	perspective	and	understanding	of	the	world.”	“Meditation	is	beneficial	for	mental	and	emotional	well-being.”	“Healthy	relationships	are	key	to	a	fulfilling	life.”	“Supporting	local	businesses	strengthens	communities.”	“Sustainable	living	is	crucial	for	future	generations.”	“Outdoor	activities	are	essential	for	a	healthy	lifestyle.”	“Creativity
is	an	important	skill	in	any	profession.”	“The	government	should	subsidize	renewable	energy	projects.”	“Education	reform	is	necessary	to	improve	public	schools.”	“There	should	be	stricter	gun	control	laws.”	“Mental	health	services	should	be	more	accessible.”	“The	use	of	fossil	fuels	should	be	heavily	taxed.”	“Public	parks	should	be	preserved	and
maintained.”	“There	should	be	incentives	for	companies	to	reduce	their	carbon	footprint.”	“Urban	planning	should	prioritize	green	spaces.”	“Sex	education	should	be	mandatory	in	schools.”	“The	criminal	justice	system	needs	significant	reform.”	“Work-life	balance	means	prioritizing	personal	time	as	much	as	work.”	“Friendship	is	based	on	mutual
respect	and	understanding.”	“Success	in	life	is	achieving	one’s	personal	goals	and	happiness.”	“Innovation	is	the	application	of	better	solutions	to	meet	new	requirements.”	“Equality	means	providing	the	same	opportunities	for	all	individuals.”	“A	hero	is	someone	who	acts	selflessly	for	the	benefit	of	others.”	“Integrity	is	adhering	to	moral	and	ethical
principles.”	“Creativity	is	the	ability	to	generate	original	ideas.”	“Education	is	the	process	of	facilitating	learning	and	acquisition	of	knowledge.”	“Respect	means	acknowledging	the	worth	and	dignity	of	others.”	“Excessive	alcohol	consumption	can	lead	to	liver	disease.”	“Lack	of	parental	involvement	can	affect	a	child’s	academic	performance.”	“Air
pollution	contributes	to	global	warming.”	“Regular	exercise	improves	mental	health.”	“Stress	can	lead	to	high	blood	pressure.”	“Deforestation	can	cause	soil	erosion.”	“Smoking	during	pregnancy	can	harm	fetal	development.”	“High	sugar	intake	can	lead	to	cavities.”	“Prolonged	exposure	to	loud	noise	can	cause	hearing	loss.”	“Inadequate	sleep	can
impair	immune	function.”	Writing	a	strong	claim	is	like	laying	the	foundation	for	a	great	argument.	It’s	the	starting	point	that	guides	your	entire	piece.	Remember,	a	good	claim	is	clear,	specific,	and	backed	by	solid	evidence.	Don’t	be	afraid	to	take	a	stance	and	make	your	argument	compelling.	Happy	writing,	and	may	your	claims	always	be	strong
and	persuasive!	Read	This	Next	Photo	by	Santiago	Lacarta	on	Unsplash	A	claim	is	a	statement	that	presents	an	idea	or	series	of	ideas	as	arguments.	Arguments	therefore	consist	of	claims,	or	another	way	to	put	it	is,	to	say	that	claims	are	the	building	blocks	of	a	good	argument.	In	research	writing,	claims	will	be	the	backbone	that	form	a	thesis	or	a
hypothesis	(here	the	term	‘hypothesis’	refers	to	the	argument	that	is	evidenced	within	the	scope	of	the	work).	According	to	Heady	(2013)	“Claims	are	the	points	you	want	to	prove,	interpretations	you	want	to	offer,	and	assertions	you	want	to	make”	(p.	74).	Importantly,	in	academia	claims	are	statements	that	can	be	supported	by	evidence.	‘Traditional
classroom	teaching	is	boring’	For	example,	claiming	that	traditional	classroom	teaching	is	boring	is	not	a	good	claim	because	it	lacks	definition	(what	does	‘traditional	classroom	teaching’	actually	mean?	and	how	do	we	measure	‘boring’)?	It	may	also	be	a	‘sweeping	statement’	(meaning	it’s	far	too	general	in	scope).	However,	claiming	that	“traditional
teaching	methods,	like	didactic	instruction,	do	not	provide	sufficient	interaction	with	students	and	lead	to	poor	learning	outcomes”	is	a	good	argumentative	claim,	because	it	can	be	investigated	and	measured.	In	order	to	make	effective	claims	it	is	important	to	understand	the	difference	between	statements	and	sentences.	While	a	statement	is	also	a
sentence	(in	that	it	is	a	grammatical	unit	with	subject,	verb,	object	clause),	not	all	sentences	are	statements	(in	other	words,	not	all	sentences	consist	of	a	stance	or	a	position).	The	following	provides	examples	of	the	difference	between	sentences	and	statements.	The	statements	present	a	stance	or	position	about	the	topic	under	discussion.	This	is
important	to	understand	as	all	claims	must	consist	of	a	stance	towards	the	topic.	sentences	statements	Bulldogs	are	a	common	breed	of	dog.	They	originated	in	the	British	isles.	Bulldogs	are	a	dangerous	breed	and	should	be	regulated.	Fat	is	one	of	three	macronutrients.	The	others	being	carbohydrate	and	protein.	Fat	has	been	misrepresented	as	a
leading	cause	of	heart	disease.	New	research	challenges	this	finding.	The	function	of	claims	in	academic	writing	is	to	provoke,	analyse,	or	interpret	rather	than	merely	describe	or	present	facts.	They	can	do	this	by	affirming,	acknowledging,	confirming,	or	refuting	the	proposition	being	made.	In	this	way,	claims	do	the	job	of	building	an	overall
argument	or	thesis	in	a	piece	of	work	(i.e.	each	claim	progresses	the	key	argument).	It	is	for	this	reason	that	claims	will	appear	in	topic	sentences,	thesis	statements,	introductory	and	concluding	sentences/paragraphs.	argumentative	statements	of	claim	and	counterclaim	examples	Created	by	Lindy	Gaskill	for	YourDictionary	Copyright	YourDictionary,
Owned	by	YourDictionary	Are	you	wondering,	"What	is	a	claim	in	writing?"	When	you	make	an	argument	in	writing	and	back	it	up	with	supporting	evidence,	you	are	making	a	claim.	Claims	are	very	common	in	research	papers	and	certain	types	of	essays.	Making	a	claim	in	your	writing	allows	you	to	present	the	main	idea	of	the	document	in	the	form	of
an	argument	that	you	will	support	with	evidence	throughout	the	document.	A	claim	statement	is	a	type	of	thesis	statement	in	which	you	present	the	main	idea	of	what	you	are	writing	in	the	form	of	an	argument.	Think	of	claims	like	a	thesis	statement	in	the	form	of	an	argument.	Claims	are	matters	of	opinion,	but	they	are	stated	as	if	they	are	facts	and
backed	up	with	evidence.	Any	time	you	make	a	debatable	statement	in	writing	that	is	backed	up	with	facts	and/or	other	types	of	evidence,	you	are	using	a	claim.	Argumentative	claims	don't	have	to	be	complex,	but	they	do	have	to	be	more	than	just	a	fact-based	statement	that	is	obviously	true.	Instead,	claims	should	be	statements	that	are	up	for
debate.	As	a	writer,	your	goal	is	to	effectively	argue	in	favor	of	your	claim.	Review	the	examples	below	to	develop	a	better	understanding	of	what	is	a	claim	in	an	essay.	statement	-	If	you	open	an	essay	by	stating,	"I	own	a	cell	phone,"	this	is	not	an	example	of	a	claim	in	writing.	Assuming	that	you	do,	in	fact,	own	a	cell	phone,	this	is	just	a	statement	of
fact.	It	is	not	something	that	is	arguable.	claim	-	If	you	open	by	stating,	"Every	middle	school	student	should	have	their	own	cell	phone,"	this	is	a	claim.	This	is	not	something	that	everyone	agrees	upon.	Your	paper	will	need	to	focus	on	supporting	this	claim	with	evidence.	Claims	are	common	in	different	types	of	writing,	including	documents	created
for	school	assignments	or	in	the	professional	world.	argumentative	essays	-	These	essays	focus	on	an	issue	that	is	controversial,	presenting	evidence	that	backs	up	the	writer's	claim.	research	papers	-	Academic	research	papers	are	designed	specifically	to	provide	evidence	to	confirm	or	refute	the	writer's	hypothesis,	which	is	a	type	of	claim.	literary
analysis	-	When	engaged	in	literary	analysis,	writers	make	a	claim	about	a	literary	work,	then	provide	evidence	from	it	to	support	their	claim.	persuasive	essays	-	Persuasive	essays	are	a	type	of	argumentative	essay.	They	use	fact-based	information	as	evidence	to	back	up	a	writer's	claim.	persuasive	speeches	-	Persuasive	speeches	are	presented	orally,
but	many	start	with	an	outline	focused	on	providing	evidence	for	a	primary	claim.	persuasive	memos	-	Persuasive	memos	are	often	designed	to	convince	readers	to	believe	or	act	on	a	claim	backed	up	by	evidence.	In	order	to	back	up	a	claim	in	writing,	you	will	need	to	provide	evidence.	Evidence	is	information	that	provides	proof	of	or	support	for	an
idea.	Your	claim	statement	should	be	a	logical	conclusion	that	you	reached	as	a	result	of	reviewing	and	understanding	valid,	reliable	evidence.	Rather	than	expecting	readers	to	simply	believe	that	your	claim	is	true,	you'll	need	to	provide	them	with	evidence	they	can	consider	to	reach	their	own	conclusion.	There	are	many	types	of	evidence:	direct
observation	of	a	phenomenon	or	occurrenceprimary	research,	such	as	an	experiment	or	content	analysissynthesis	of	secondary	research,	such	as	a	literature	review	information	gathered	from	investigative	interviews	facts,	statistics	or	other	data	expert	opinions	examples	of	past	behavior	It's	important	to	be	aware	that	the	fact	you	can	find	evidence	in
favor	of	your	claim	does	not	necessarily	mean	that	your	claim	is	a	factual	statement.	There	is	also	just	as	much	evidence	against	a	claim	as	there	is	evidence	for	them.	The	idea	of	making	a	claim	in	writing	is	to	present	a	logical,	fact-based	argument	for	the	claim	that	you	are	making.	Review	a	few	examples	of	argumentative	claims	to	help	clarify	what
is	a	claim	in	writing.	These	examples	can	help	you	identify	claims	when	reading	works	of	writing,	as	well	as	provide	you	with	inspiration	when	you	need	to	write	a	claim	statement.	College	students	today	should	focus	on	learning	skills	that	will	qualify	them	to	work	effectively	in	a	virtual	environment.	School	uniforms	help	promote	an	inclusive
educational	environment	for	all	students,	regardless	of	socioeconomic	status.	In	light	of	the	severity	of	recent	hurricanes,	living	near	the	coast	is	becoming	increasingly	hazardous.	Yoga	provides	both	physical	and	mental	health	benefits.	Concrete	is	the	best	building	material	for	residential	structures.	Children	under	the	age	of	12	should	not	be
allowed	to	have	social	media	profiles.	Spending	more	than	an	hour	per	day	on	housework	is	a	waste	of	time.	People	who	get	at	least	10,000	steps	per	day	are	healthier	than	those	who	don't.	Eating	too	many	carbohydrates	is	the	primary	reason	some	people	are	overweight.	Dining	in	restaurants	is	actually	more	economical	for	individuals	or	couples
than	cooking	at	home.	Note	that	the	statements	above	are	not	commonly	accepted	facts.	You	may	agree	with	some	of	these,	but	chances	are	that	you	don't	agree	with	all	of	them.	Each	example	above	is	a	matter	of	opinion.	If	you	write	about	any	of	these,	you	will	need	to	back	up	with	evidence	in	an	effort	to	prove	your	point.	Readers	will	decide
whether	or	not	they	agree	with	your	argument	base	on	how	effectively	you	make	your	point,	as	well	as	their	own	knowledge	and/or	opinion	about	the	topic.	An	argumentative	claim	will	generally	appear	in	the	first	paragraph	of	a	document.	The	claim	statement	is	usually	paired	with	a	hook	to	form	the	introductory	paragraph	of	an	essay	or	other



document.	The	hook	is	designed	to	capture	reader	interest	so	they	will	want	to	learn	more,	while	the	claim	statement	lets	them	know	what	point	will	be	argued	in	the	paper.	When	someone	presents	an	alternative	argument	to	your	claim,	that	is	a	counterclaim.	Another	word	for	a	counterclaim	is	a	rebuttal.	When	someone	presents	a	counterclaim,	they
are	making	a	claim	of	their	own.	It	will	be	up	to	them	to	state	their	counterclaim,	then	seek	to	back	it	up	with	evidence	(just	as	you	did	when	making	the	initial	claim).	claim	-	making	an	argument	and	backing	it	up	with	evidencecounterclaim	-	presenting	a	rebuttal	to	a	claim	and	backing	it	up	with	evidence	Debates	involve	claims	(arguments)	and
counterclaims	(rebuttals).	When	people	participate	in	a	debate,	they	prepare	arguments	for	their	claims	and	deliver	strong	rebuttals	to	the	claims	of	their	opponents.	Now	that	you	know	what	a	claim	is	in	writing,	consider	taking	a	deeper	dive	into	how	this	communication	strategy	can	be	used	in	writing	and	face-to-face	communication.	Start	by
exploring	key	ways	the	terms	argument	and	debate	differ.	From	there,	investigate	how	examples	of	rhetoric	can	be	used	as	a	tool	to	persuade	and	motivate.	Formulating	a	claim	for	your	essay	can	be	difficult	even	if	you	are	already	a	masterful	debater	—	especially	if	you	are	not	quite	sure	what	a	claim	is,	and	how	it	may	differ	from	a	counterclaim	or
thesis	statement.	This	guide	will	make	it	easy	to	decide	on	your	claim!	Essay	Claim	Basics	In	essay	writing,	a	claim	can	most	succinctly	be	defined	as	"a	debatable	statement"	—	which	the	writer	then	defends	with	supporting	evidence	and	rhetoric.	It	is	easy	to	confuse	a	claim	and	a	thesis	statement,	because	the	thesis	is	indeed	a	type	of	claim	as	well.
Essays	can	contain	further	claims	that	orbit	the	topic	of	the	thesis	statement,	however.	Claims	straddle	the	line	between	opinion	and	fact.	If	you're	hoping	to	make	a	strong	claim	that	seamlessly	fits	into	a	powerful	essay,	you	will	need	to	make	sure	that	your	claim	ticks	the	right	boxes:	Your	claim	can	debated	—	solid	arguments	can	be	made	both	in
favor	and	against.	Therefore,	statements	such	as	"I	live	in	Queens"	or	"Joe	Biden	is	the	President"	are	not	claims.	In	an	argumentative	essay,	"the	death	penalty	should	be	abolished"	is	an	example	of	a	claim.	Even	scientific	papers	make	claims,	such	as	"Keyboards	contain	more	germs	than	toilet	seats",	which	can	be	tested.	These	are	called	hypotheses.
You	will	state	your	claim	as	a	matter	of	fact.	"Many	people	oppose	the	death	penalty,	and	with	good	reason"	is	not	a	good	claim,	but	"the	death	penalty	is	no	longer	an	appropriate	punishment	in	modern	America"	can	be.	Your	claim	is	sufficiently	specific	to	allow	you	to	explore	all	aspects	that	you	intend	to	tackle.	"The	Victorian	era	was	Britain's
darkest	era"	give	you	more	bite	than	you	can	comfortably	chew.	"Fast	food	should	be	taxed	to	reduce	obesity	rates"	is	more	specific.	Types	of	Claim	(With	Examples!)	Claims	are	debatable	statements,	but	there	are	numerous	different	types.	If	you	have	specifically	been	asked	to	present	a	claim	in	an	essay,	you	may	be	able	to	choose	what	kind	of	claim
you	would	like	to	work	with.	1.	Claim	of	Fact	or	Definition	In	research	essays,	a	claim	of	fact	or	definition	is	one	that	defines	a	fact,	as	you	see	it,	and	proceeds	to	lay	out	the	evidence	in	favor	of	the	claim.	Here	are	some	examples	to	show	you	how	it	works:	Plant	species	are	becoming	extinct	at	a	faster	rate	than	animal	species,	yet	the	plight	of	plants
has	been	overlooked.	Amazon's	Alexa	has	revolutionized	many	people's	daily	lives	—	but	this	appliance	also	makes	us	vulnerable	to	new	forms	of	hacking.	Commercial	air	travel	transformed	the	way	in	which	we	do	business.	2.	Claim	of	Cause	&	Effect	In	a	claim	of	cause	and	effect,	you	argue	that	one	thing	causes	another,	such	as:	Internet	gaming	has
a	widespread	negative	effect	on	students'	grades.	Lax	enforcement	of	preventative	measures	against	Covid	has	enabled	the	pandemic	to	continue	for	much	longer	than	it	need	have.	Playing	jigsaw	puzzles	leads	to	novel	cognitive	connections	that	help	senior	citizens	stay	sharp.	3.	Claim	of	Value	Claims	of	value	are	more	heavily	opinion-based	than
other	types	of	claims.	If	you	are	making	a	claim	of	value,	you	will	usually	want	to	compare	two	things.	For	example:	George	W	Bush	was	a	better	President	than	George	W	H	Bush.	Emotional	health	is	just	as	important	as	physical	health.	Stephen	King	is	the	best	horror	writer	of	al	time.	4.	Claim	of	Solution	or	Policy	Claims	of	solution	or	policy	state	a
position	on	a	proposed	course	of	action.	In	high	school	and	college	essays,	they	typically	focus	on	something	that	should	be	done,	or	something	that	should	no	longer	be	done.	Examples	might	include:	Depressed	patients	should	always	be	offered	talk	therapy	before	they	receive	a	prescription	for	antidepressants.	The	United	States	should	not	accept
refugees	from	Afghanistan.	First-time	offenders	should	be	given	lighter	sentences.	Claim	vs.	Counterclaim	vs.	Thesis	Statement	If	you've	been	told	to	make	an	essay	claim,	you	may	be	confused	about	the	differences	between	a	claim,	counterclaim,	and	thesis	statement.	That's	understandable,	because	some	people	believe	that	there's	no	difference
between	a	claim	and	a	thesis	statement.	There	are	important	distinctions	between	these	three	concepts,	however,	and	if	you	want	to	write	a	killer	essay,	it's	important	to	be	aware	of	them:	A	thesis	statement	is	the	very	foundation	of	your	essay	—	everything	else	rests	on	it.	The	thesis	statement	should	contain	no	more	than	one	or	two	sentences,	and
summarize	the	heart	of	your	argument.	"Regular	exercise	has	consistently	been	shown	to	increase	productivity	in	the	workplace.	Therefore,	employers	should	offer	office	workers,	who	would	otherwise	be	largely	sedentary,	opportunities	to	work	out."	A	claim	is	a	statement	you	can	defend	with	arguments	and	evidence.	A	thesis	statement	is	a	type	of
claim,	but	you'll	want	to	include	other	claims	that	fit	neatly	into	the	subject	matter	as	well.	For	instance,	"Employers	should	establish	gyms	for	employees."	A	counterclaim	is	a	statement	that	contradicts,	refutes,	or	opposes	a	claim.	Why	would	you	want	to	argue	against	yourself?	You	can	do	so	to	show	that	arguments	that	oppose	the	claim	are	weak.
For	instance,	"Many	employers	would	balk	at	the	idea	of	facilitating	costly	exercise	classes	or	providing	a	gym	space	—	employees	can	work	out	in	their	own	time,	after	all.	Why	should	the	boss	pay	for	workers	to	engage	in	recreational	activities	at	work?	Recent	studies	have	shown,	however,	that	workplaces	that	have	incorporated	aerobics	classes
enjoy	120%	increase	in	productivity,	showing	that	this	step	serves	the	bottom	line."	Together,	a	thesis	statement,	claims,	and	some	well-placed	counterclaims	make	up	the	threads	of	your	story,	leading	to	a	coherent	essay	that	is	interesting	to	read.	How	to	Write	an	Effective	Claim	Now	that	you've	seen	some	examples,	you	are	well	on	your	way	to
writing	an	effective	claim	for	your	essay.	Need	some	extra	tips?	We've	got	you	covered.	First	things	first	—	how	do	you	start	a	claim	in	an	essay?	Your	claim	sentence	or	sentences	should	be	written	in	the	active	voice,	starting	with	the	subject,	so	that	your	readers	can	immediately	understand	what	you	are	talking	about.	They'll	be	formulated	as	an	"
[Subject]	should	be	[proposed	action],	because	[argument].	You	can	stay	with	this	general	structure	while	making	different	word	choices,	however,	such	as:	Must	It	is	about	time	that	We	have	an	obligation	to	Is	the	only	logical	choice	It	is	imperative	that	Once	you	have	formulated	a	claim,	you	will	want	to	see	if	you	can	hook	your	readers	with	an
interesting	or	provocative	statement	that	can	really	get	them	thinking.	You	will	want	to	break	your	argument	down	into	sections.	This	will	lead	you	to	sub-claims.	If	your	claim	is	your	main	argument,	your	sub-claims	are	smaller	arguments	that	work	to	support	it.	They	will	typically	appear	naturally	once	you	contemplate	the	subject	deeply	—	just
brainstorm,	and	as	you	research,	keep	considering	why	your	claim	is	true.	The	reasons	you	come	up	with	will	sprout	sub-claims.	Still	not	sure	what	to	write?	Take	a	look	at	these	examples	of	strong	claim	statements:	A	lack	of	work	experience	has	proven	to	be	the	main	barrier	to	finding	satisfying	employment,	so	businesses	should	be	incentivized	to
hire	recent	graduates.	The	rise	in	uncertified	"emotional	support	animals"	directly	causes	suffering	for	people	suffering	from	severe	pet	dander	allergies.	Such	pets	must	be	outlawed	in	public	places	to	alleviate	the	very	real	harm	allergy	patients	now	experience	on	a	daily	basis.	Emerging	private	space	exploration	ventures	may	be	exciting,	but	they
greatly	increase	CO2	emissions.	At	a	time	when	the	planet	is	in	crisis,	private	space	exploration	should	be	banned.	Additional	Tips	in	Writing	a	Claim	the	Right	Way	You	now	know	what	you	need	to	include	in	a	claim	paragraph	to	leave	a	strong	impression.	Understanding	what	not	to	do	is	equally	important,	however.	Do:	Take	a	stand	—	if	you're
writing	an	argumentative	essay,	it	is	perfectly	OK	to	take	a	controversial	opinion,	and	no	matter	what	you	write,	it	is	bound	to	have	the	potential	to	offend	someone.	Don't	sit	on	the	fence.	Even	when	you're	defending	a	position	you	disagree	with,	embrace	it	wholeheartedly.	Narrow	your	claim	down.	The	more	specific	you	can	get,	the	more	compelling
your	argument	can	be,	and	the	more	depth	you	can	add	to	each	aspect	of	your	argument.	Have	fun!	You	want	your	essay	to	be	interesting	to	read,	and	any	genuine	passion	you	have	will	be	apparent.	Choose	the	right	subject	—	one	about	which	you	can	find	a	lot	of	data	and	facts.	What	should	you	avoid	in	writing	a	claim,	you	wonder?	Don't:	Use	any
first-person	statements.	The	claim	is	about	your	ideas,	not	about	you.	Base	your	claim	on	emotional	appeal.	You	can	work	some	pathos	in,	but	don't	make	feelings	your	center.	Clutter	your	claim	with	too	many	separate	ideas,	which	will	make	the	rest	of	your	essay	harder	to	read,	less	powerful,	and	unwieldy	for	you	to	develop.	FAQs	How	do	you	use	a
claim?	When	you're	writing	your	essay,	you	can	think	of	the	thesis	statement	as	the	spine.	The	claims	you	make	are,	then,	your	"ribs",	so	to	speak.	If	you	prefer	a	different	analogy,	the	thesis	is	your	trunk,	and	the	claims	branches.	You	use	them	to	build	a	strong	final	product	that	shows	you	have	considered	all	aspects	of	your	argument,	and	can	back
them	up	with	evidence	and	logic.	What	is	a	good	way	to	start	a	claim?	You	can	start	with	a	shocking	fact,	objective	data	from	a	reliable	source,	or	even	an	anecdote	—	or,	if	you	prefer,	you	can	simply	offer	your	argument	without	bells	and	whistles.	Can	a	claim	be	in	a	paragraph	or	is	it	a	single	sentence	only?	Claims	are	almost	always	limited	to	a
single	sentence.	It	can	be	a	long	compound	sentence,	though!	The	claim	does	not	have	to	remain	all	alone	in	the	paragraph.	You	can	immediately	surround	it	with	rhetorical	punches	or	further	facts.	What	are	some	examples	of	argumentative	claims?	So,	you	want	to	learn	to	argue	like	a	pro?	Watching	speeches	politicians	make	is	a	great	way	to	look
out	for	claims,	and	court	transcripts	and	academic	debates	are	two	other	places	you	can	look	for	great	argumentative	claims.	Is	there	a	claim	generator	you	can	use?	Yes!	Some	claim	generators	are	free	to	use,	while	others	require	a	subscription.	These	tools	can	be	interesting	to	play	with,	and	can	serve	as	inspiration.	However,	it's	always	best	to
tweak	your	final	claim	to	fit	your	needs.	In	writing	an	argumentative	essay,	an	arguable	claim/argument,	refers	to	a	statement	or	proposition	that	is	open	to	debate,	discussion,	or	interpretation.	It	is	a	claim	that	invites	different	viewpoints,	opinions,	and	evidence,	allowing	for	differing	perspectives	and	the	potential	for	disagreement	among	individuals
or	groups.	These	arguments	are	factual,	interpretive,	or	evaluative	in	nature.	They	are	typically	presented	in	the	thesis	statement	and	throughout	the	body	paragraphs	of	an	argumentative	essay.	The	3	basic	components	of	an	argument	(arguable	claim)	are:	claim,	evidence,	and	logical	reasoning.	Here	is	a	detailed	explanation	of	each:	Claim:	A	claim	is
a	statement	or	proposition	that	expresses	a	viewpoint,	assertion,	or	belief.	It	is	an	assertion	that	can	be	supported,	challenged,	or	debated	with	evidence	and	reasoning.	Claims	are	used	to	present	arguments,	make	judgments,	or	convey	opinions	on	various	topics.	They	serve	as	the	foundation	for	discussions,	debates,	and	critical	thinking,	as	they	can
be	analyzed,	evaluated,	and	either	accepted	or	refuted.	Evidence:	Evidence	refers	to	the	factual	information,	data,	examples,	research	findings,	or	expert	opinions	that	support	your	claim.	It	provides	concrete	support	and	validity	to	your	argument.	When	making	a	claim,	you	will	need	to	present	evidence	throughout	your	essay	to	convince	your	readers
of	the	credibility	and	reliability	of	your	position.	Logical	Reasoning:	Reasoning	refers	to	the	logical	and	rational	connections	between	your	claim	and	the	evidence	you	present.	It	explains	how	the	evidence	supports	and	substantiates	your	claim.	Reasoning	helps	readers	understand	the	logical	progression	of	your	argument	and	how	the	evidence
reinforces	your	stance.	Arguable	claims	are	not	self-evident	or	universally	accepted	truths.	They	often	involve	complex	issues,	controversial	topics,	or	subjective	matters	where	reasonable	people	can	hold	different	opinions.	The	key	characteristic	of	an	arguable	claim	is	that	it	can	be	supported	or	refuted	with	evidence,	reasoning,	and	logical
argumentation.	Developing	an	arguable	claim,	also	known	as	a	thesis	statement,	is	a	crucial	step	in	crafting	a	persuasive	and	well-structured	argument.	An	arguable	claim	should	be	specific,	debatable,	and	supported	by	evidence.	Here’s	a	step-by-step	guide	to	help	you	create	an	effective	arguable	claim:	Identify	your	topic:	Choose	a	specific	topic	that
you	want	to	write	or	argue	about.	The	more	focused	your	topic	is,	the	easier	it	will	be	to	develop	a	clear	and	arguable	claim.	Research	your	topic:	Gather	information	and	evidence	related	to	your	topic.	This	can	include	books,	articles,	data,	statistics,	expert	opinions,	and	personal	experiences.	Analyze	your	topic:	Consider	the	different	perspectives	and
viewpoints	on	the	topic.	Are	there	varying	opinions,	theories,	or	interpretations	related	to	the	subject	matter?	Determine	your	stance:	Based	on	your	research	and	analysis,	decide	where	you	stand	on	the	issue.	What	is	your	main	argument	or	position?	Are	you	in	favor	of	something,	against	it,	or	proposing	a	new	solution?	Make	it	specific:	Your	claim
should	be	clear	and	specific.	Avoid	vague,	broad,	or	general	statements.	Instead,	focus	on	a	narrow	aspect	of	the	topic	that	can	be	effectively	discussed	in	your	essay	or	argument.	Make	it	debatable:	An	arguable	claim	is	one	that	invites	debate	or	discussion.	It	should	not	be	an	obvious	fact	or	something	that	everyone	agrees	with.	Consider
counterarguments	and	differing	viewpoints	on	the	topic.	Craft	a	concise	and	clear	statement:	Write	a	one	or	two-sentence	statement	that	encapsulates	your	argument.	This	is	your	thesis	statement,	which	should	appear	in	the	introduction	of	your	essay.	Use	strong	and	precise	language:	Ensure	your	claim	is	expressed	in	clear,	direct	language	that
conveys	your	position	with	conviction.	Avoid	vague	terms	or	weak	qualifiers.	Support	with	evidence:	A	strong	arguable	claim	is	only	as	good	as	the	evidence	supporting	it.	Ensure	you	have	credible	and	relevant	evidence	to	back	up	your	position.	This	might	include	data,	examples,	quotes,	or	research	findings.	Revise	and	refine:	Review	and	refine	your
claim	as	you	work	on	your	argument.	It’s	okay	to	make	adjustments	based	on	new	information	or	insights	that	arise	during	your	writing	process.	Here’s	an	example	of	a	non-arguable	claim	and	its	transformation	into	an	arguable	one:	Non-Arguable	Claim:	“Climate	change	is	real.”	Arguable	Claim:	“Human	activities,	such	as	the	burning	of	fossil	fuels
and	deforestation,	are	the	primary	drivers	of	climate	change,	and	addressing	these	issues	is	crucial	for	mitigating	its	impacts.”	The	arguable	claim	is	specific,	debatable,	and	supported	by	the	assertion	that	human	activities	are	the	primary	cause	of	climate	change,	which	can	be	debated	with	counterarguments	and	evidence.	Remember	that	the
strength	of	your	argument	depends	on	the	quality	of	your	claim	and	the	evidence	you	provide	to	support	it.	An	effective	thesis	statement	will	guide	your	readers	and	help	them	understand	the	core	of	your	argument.	There	are	3	main	types	of	arguable	claims	typically	applied	in	writing	an	argumentative	essay:	factual,	interpretive,	or	evaluative.
Factual/Existence	Claims:	These	claims	are	based	on	objective	evidence	and	can	be	verified	by	facts,	statistics,	or	research.	Examples	of	factual	claims	might	include	“smoking	causes	lung	cancer”	or	“climate	change	is	caused	by	human	activity.”	Interpretive	Claims:	These	claims	involve	an	interpretation	or	analysis	of	evidence,	rather	than	just
presenting	objective	facts.	Examples	of	interpretive	claims	might	include	“the	protagonist	in	the	novel	is	a	symbol	of	society’s	struggle	for	justice”	or	“the	painting	is	a	critique	of	capitalism.”	Evaluative	Claims:	These	claims	involve	a	value	judgment	or	evaluation	of	something,	such	as	an	idea,	object,	or	action.	Examples	of	evaluative	claims	might
include	“capital	punishment	is	immoral”	or	“online	education	is	more	effective	than	traditional	classroom	instruction.”	Overall,	claims	are	a	crucial	component	of	argumentative	essays	as	they	provide	the	foundation	for	the	writer’s	argument	and	persuade	the	reader	to	accept	the	writer’s	point	of	view.	Here	are	some	examples	of	arguable	claims	of
fact	that	can	be	applied	in	argumentative	essays	with	each	component	identified:	Arguable	Claim	of	Fact	Example	on	Vaccinations	vs.	Diseases:	Claim:	Vaccinations	are	safe	and	effective.	Evidence:	Studies	have	shown	that	vaccines	significantly	reduce	the	incidence	of	diseases	such	as	measles,	mumps,	and	rubella.	The	World	Health	Organization	and
the	Centers	for	Disease	Control	and	Prevention	also	recommend	vaccinations	for	individuals	of	all	ages.	Reasoning:	Vaccinations	work	by	stimulating	the	immune	system	to	produce	antibodies	that	can	fight	off	specific	diseases.	By	vaccinating	individuals,	the	spread	of	diseases	can	be	prevented,	thus	promoting	public	health.	Factual	Claim	Example
on	Climate	Change:	Claim:	Climate	change	is	real	and	is	caused	by	human	activity.	Evidence:	The	Earth’s	temperature	has	increased	by	approximately	1	degree	Celsius	since	the	Industrial	Revolution,	and	there	is	evidence	of	melting	glaciers,	rising	sea	levels,	and	extreme	weather	events.	Research	has	also	shown	that	greenhouse	gas	emissions	from
human	activity,	such	as	burning	fossil	fuels	and	deforestation,	contribute	significantly	to	climate	change.	Reasoning:	The	burning	of	fossil	fuels	and	deforestation	release	large	amounts	of	carbon	dioxide	and	other	greenhouse	gases	into	the	atmosphere,	trapping	heat	and	contributing	to	the	Earth’s	warming.	The	impacts	of	climate	change,	such	as
rising	sea	levels	and	extreme	weather	events,	have	significant	consequences	for	human	health	and	the	environment.	Factual	Claim	Example	on	the	Death	Penalty:	Claim:	The	death	penalty	does	not	effectively	deter	crime	and	is	applied	disproportionately	to	marginalized	groups.	Evidence:	Studies	have	shown	that	the	death	penalty	does	not	effectively
deter	crime	and	that	the	risk	of	being	sentenced	to	death	is	often	determined	by	factors	such	as	race,	socioeconomic	status,	and	location.	In	addition,	there	have	been	cases	of	innocent	individuals	being	sentenced	to	death.	Reasoning:	The	use	of	the	death	penalty	as	a	form	of	punishment	is	controversial	and	raises	questions	about	its	effectiveness	as	a
deterrent	to	crime.	The	disproportionate	application	of	the	death	penalty	to	marginalized	groups	also	raises	concerns	about	its	fairness	and	equity	in	the	criminal	justice	system.	Factual	Claim	Example	on	Environmental	Pollution:	Claim:	The	use	of	plastic	bags	and	straws	contributes	to	environmental	pollution	and	harm	to	marine	life.	Evidence:
Single-use	plastics	such	as	bags	and	straws	are	major	sources	of	plastic	pollution	in	the	environment.	They	are	not	biodegradable	and	can	persist	in	the	environment	for	hundreds	of	years,	causing	harm	to	wildlife	and	ecosystems.	In	addition,	plastic	pollution	has	been	found	in	the	food	chain,	with	potential	impacts	on	human	health.	Reasoning:	The
use	of	plastic	bags	and	straws	is	a	significant	contributor	to	environmental	pollution	and	has	significant	consequences	for	the	health	of	the	planet	and	its	inhabitants.	Alternatives	such	as	reusable	bags	and	biodegradable	straws	can	help	reduce	the	impact	of	plastic	pollution	on	the	environment.	Examples	of	Arguable	Interpretive	Claims	Here	are
some	examples	of	arguable	interpretive	claims	that	can	be	applied	in	argumentative	essays	with	each	component	identified:	Interpretive	Claim	Example	on	Shakespeare’s	Play	“Hamlet”:	Claim:	Shakespeare’s	play	“Hamlet”	explores	the	theme	of	revenge	and	its	destructive	consequences	on	both	the	individual	and	society.	Evidence:	Throughout	the
play,	Hamlet	seeks	revenge	for	his	father’s	murder,	which	ultimately	leads	to	the	deaths	of	multiple	characters	and	the	destabilization	of	the	Danish	kingdom.	Additionally,	the	character	of	Fortinbras,	who	seeks	revenge	for	his	father’s	death,	is	presented	as	a	foil	to	Hamlet,	highlighting	the	destructive	nature	of	revenge.	Reasoning:	Shakespeare’s
exploration	of	revenge	in	“Hamlet”	critiques	the	idea	of	vengeance	as	a	means	of	justice	and	highlights	its	negative	impact	on	individuals	and	society	as	a	whole.	Interpretive	Claim	Example	on	the	Character	of	Lady	Macbeth	in	Shakespeare’s	Play	“Macbeth”	Claim:	The	character	of	Lady	Macbeth	in	Shakespeare’s	play	“Macbeth”	embodies	the	theme
of	ambition	and	the	corrupting	influence	of	power.	Evidence:	Lady	Macbeth	encourages	Macbeth	to	murder	King	Duncan	in	order	to	fulfill	their	ambition	of	becoming	king	and	queen.	As	Macbeth	becomes	increasingly	ruthless	and	paranoid,	Lady	Macbeth	also	suffers	from	guilt	and	madness,	ultimately	leading	to	her	suicide.	Reasoning:	Through	the
character	of	Lady	Macbeth,	Shakespeare	explores	the	theme	of	ambition	and	the	corrupting	influence	of	power,	highlighting	the	dangerous	consequences	of	unchecked	ambition.	Interpretive	Claim	Example	on	George	Orwell’s	Novel	“1984”	Claim:	In	George	Orwell’s	novel	“1984,”	the	theme	of	government	control	and	manipulation	of	language	is	a
commentary	on	totalitarianism	and	its	dangers	to	individual	freedom.	Evidence:	In	the	novel,	the	government	of	Oceania	uses	Newspeak,	a	language	designed	to	limit	free	thought	and	expression,	and	manipulates	historical	records	to	control	the	population.	The	protagonist,	Winston,	rebels	against	the	government’s	control	of	language	and
information,	ultimately	facing	severe	consequences	for	his	dissent.	Reasoning:	Through	its	exploration	of	government	control	and	manipulation	of	language,	“1984”	serves	as	a	warning	against	the	dangers	of	totalitarianism	and	the	importance	of	individual	freedom	and	autonomy.	Interpretive	Claim	Example	on	Harper	Lee’s	Novel	“To	Kill	a
Mockingbird”	Claim:	The	novel	“To	Kill	a	Mockingbird”	by	Harper	Lee	critiques	racism	and	prejudice	in	the	American	South	during	the	1930s.	Evidence:	The	novel	depicts	the	trial	of	Tom	Robinson,	a	Black	man	falsely	accused	of	rape,	and	the	racism	and	prejudice	he	faces	in	the	criminal	justice	system.	The	character	of	Atticus	Finch,	a	white	lawyer
who	defends	Tom,	is	presented	as	a	moral	exemplar	and	an	ally	in	the	fight	against	racism	and	injustice.	Reasoning:	Through	its	critique	of	racism	and	prejudice	in	the	American	South,	“To	Kill	a	Mockingbird”	highlights	the	need	for	empathy,	understanding,	and	social	justice.	Interpretive	Claim	Example	on	the	Film	“Get	Out”:	Claim:	The	film	“Get
Out”	directed	by	Jordan	Peele	uses	the	horror	genre	to	comment	on	racism	and	the	appropriation	of	Black	culture	in	contemporary	society.	Evidence:	The	plot	revolves	around	a	Black	protagonist	who	visits	his	white	girlfriend’s	family,	only	to	discover	a	sinister	conspiracy	involving	the	exploitation	and	commodification	of	Black	individuals.	This
storyline	allows	the	film	to	explore	themes	of	racism,	cultural	appropriation,	and	the	dynamics	of	power	between	races.	Reasoning:	The	claim	that	“Get	Out”	uses	the	horror	genre	to	comment	on	racism	and	the	appropriation	of	Black	culture	can	be	supported	by	examining	the	evidence	mentioned	above.	The	film’s	intentional	use	of	symbolism,	the
storyline	that	revolves	around	racial	themes,	and	the	portrayal	of	characters	all	contribute	to	the	interpretation	of	its	underlying	message.	Examples	of	Arguable	Evaluative	Claims	Below	are	some	examples	of	evaluative	claims	that	can	be	applied	in	argumentative	essays	with	each	component	identified:	Evaluative	Claim	Example	on	the	Use	of	Social
Media:	Claim:	The	use	of	social	media	has	had	a	negative	impact	on	interpersonal	communication	and	relationships.	Evidence:	Studies	have	shown	that	excessive	use	of	social	media	can	lead	to	feelings	of	isolation	and	loneliness,	and	can	also	contribute	to	a	decline	in	face-to-face	communication	skills.	Reasoning:	The	negative	impact	of	social	media
on	interpersonal	communication	and	relationships	can	be	attributed	to	the	fact	that	it	often	promotes	a	superficial,	curated	version	of	oneself	that	is	not	reflective	of	one’s	true	self.	This	can	lead	to	a	lack	of	authenticity	and	meaningful	connection	in	relationships.	Evaluative	Claim	Example	on	Online	Learning:	Claim:	Online	learning	is	a	more	effective
and	efficient	method	of	education	than	traditional	classroom	learning.	Evidence:	Online	learning	has	been	shown	to	increase	accessibility	to	education,	improve	flexibility	for	students,	and	provide	more	opportunities	for	individualized	learning.	Reasoning:	Online	learning	is	more	effective	and	efficient	than	traditional	classroom	learning	because	it
allows	students	to	learn	at	their	own	pace,	provides	access	to	a	wider	range	of	resources,	and	encourages	more	active	engagement	in	the	learning	process.	Evaluative	Claim	Example	on	the	Legalization	of	Marijuana:	Claim:	The	legalization	of	marijuana	would	have	significant	economic	and	social	benefits	for	society.	Evidence:	Legalization	of
marijuana	would	generate	revenue	from	taxes,	reduce	the	burden	on	law	enforcement	and	the	criminal	justice	system,	and	create	jobs	in	the	legal	marijuana	industry.	Reasoning:	The	legalization	of	marijuana	would	have	significant	economic	and	social	benefits	for	society	because	it	would	remove	the	stigma	associated	with	its	use	and	reduce	the
harm	caused	by	its	criminalization.	It	would	also	provide	a	safer,	regulated	market	for	marijuana	and	reduce	the	risks	associated	with	purchasing	from	unregulated	sources.	Evaluative	Claim	Example	on	the	Use	of	Performance-enhancing	Drugs	in	Sports:	Claim:	The	use	of	performance-enhancing	drugs	in	sports	is	unethical	and	undermines	the
integrity	of	athletic	competition.	Evidence:	The	use	of	performance-enhancing	drugs	can	give	athletes	an	unfair	advantage	over	others,	and	can	also	have	harmful	health	effects	on	the	user.	Reasoning:	The	use	of	performance-enhancing	drugs	in	sports	is	unethical	and	undermines	the	integrity	of	athletic	competition	because	it	is	a	form	of	cheating
that	undermines	the	principles	of	fair	play	and	equal	opportunity.	It	also	sends	a	negative	message	to	young	athletes	and	fans,	and	can	lead	to	a	culture	of	drug	use	in	sports.	Evaluative	Claim	Example	on	the	Death	Penalty:	Claim:	The	death	penalty	is	an	ineffective	and	unjust	form	of	punishment	that	should	be	abolished.	Evidence:	Studies	have
shown	that	the	death	penalty	does	not	effectively	deter	crime,	and	that	it	is	often	applied	in	a	racially	biased	manner.	Additionally,	there	is	a	risk	of	executing	innocent	people.	Reasoning:	The	death	penalty	is	an	ineffective	and	unjust	form	of	punishment	that	should	be	abolished	because	it	violates	human	rights,	fails	to	effectively	deter	crime,	and	is
often	applied	unfairly.	Additionally,	the	risk	of	executing	innocent	people	is	too	high	to	justify	its	use	as	a	form	of	punishment.	There	are	several	techniques	that	can	be	applied	in	developing	claims	based	on	purpose:	Prescriptive/Proposal	Claims:	Proposal	claims	propose	a	course	of	action	or	make	recommendations	for	a	specific	problem	or	situation.
i.e.:	Implementing	stricter	gun	control	laws	will	reduce	gun-related	violence.	Implementing	a	four-day	workweek	will	increase	employee	productivity.	Introducing	stricter	penalties	for	texting	while	driving	would	decrease	the	number	of	accidents	caused	by	distracted	driving	Implementing	a	universal	basic	income	would	reduce	income	inequality.
Legalizing	recreational	marijuana	would	generate	tax	revenue	and	reduce	drug-related	crime.	Causal	Claims:	Causal	claims	assert	a	cause-and-effect	relationship	between	two	or	more	factors	or	events.	i.e.:	Excessive	sugar	consumption	leads	to	an	increased	risk	of	developing	diabetes.	Regular	exercise	decreases	the	risk	of	developing	heart	disease.
Higher	education	is	correlated	with	higher	lifetime	earnings.	Excessive	screen	time	is	linked	to	decreased	attention	span	in	children.	Comparative	Claims:	Comparative	claims	involve	comparing	two	or	more	things	or	ideas	and	asserting	their	similarities,	differences,	or	relative	merits.	i.e.:	Electric	cars	are	more	environmentally	friendly	than	gasoline-
powered	cars.	Public	transportation	is	a	more	sustainable	option	than	individual	car	ownership.	Online	shopping	offers	greater	convenience	compared	to	traditional	retail	stores.	Feasibility	Claims:	Feasibility	claims	argue	for	the	practicality	or	possibility	of	implementing	a	certain	idea,	plan,	or	solution.	i.e.:	Implementing	universal	healthcare	in	the
United	States	is	financially	viable.	Implementing	a	colony	on	Mars	is	a	feasible	long-term	goal	for	human	exploration.	Introducing	high-speed	rail	networks	across	the	country	is	economically	viable.	Transitioning	to	a	completely	renewable	energy	grid	by	2050	is	feasible.	Definitive	Claims:	Definitive	claims	provide	a	clear	and	specific	definition	or
understanding	of	a	concept,	term,	or	phenomenon.	i.e.:	Water	boils	at	100	degrees	Celsius	at	sea	level	under	standard	atmospheric	conditions.	The	Earth	revolves	around	the	sun.	Triangles	have	three	sides.	Counterclaims	(Rebuttals):	Counterclaims	challenge	or	oppose	the	main	argument	or	thesis,	presenting	an	alternative	perspective	or
interpretation.	i.e.:	Vegan	diets	are	not	nutritionally	adequate	for	human	health.	Vaccines	can	have	adverse	side	effects	in	a	small	percentage	of	individuals.	Gun	ownership	can	enhance	personal	safety	and	protection	against	potential	threats.	Raising	the	minimum	wage	could	lead	to	job	losses	and	reduced	employment	opportunities.	Consequence
Claims:	Consequence	claims	assert	the	potential	outcomes	or	effects	of	a	certain	action,	event,	or	decision.	i.e.:	Failure	to	address	climate	change	will	result	in	severe	environmental	degradation.	Increased	automation	in	industries	may	lead	to	significant	job	displacement.	Failure	to	invest	in	early	childhood	education	can	lead	to	long-term	societal
consequences.	By	recognizing	and	understanding	these	various	techniques	used	in	developing	arguable	claims,	writers	can	effectively	structure	their	arguments	to	suite	a	particular	purpose	in	different	sections	of	their	argumentative	essays.	Remember	to	support	each	arguable	claim/argument	with	sufficient,	relevant,	and	credible	evidence	and
logical	reasoning	to	illustrate	validity	and	persuade	the	reader	to	agree	with	your	position.	Have	you	searched	for	a	guide	on	how	to	write	a	claim	for	an	argumentative	essay	but	came	out	empty?You’ve	come	to	the	right	place.Whether	you’re	looking	forward	to	working	on	a	difficult	argumentative	essay	topic	or	you	already	have	easy	subject	to	work
on,	this	guide	will	show	you	how	to	write	a	claim	that	you	can	defend	using	evidence	and	reason.		Key	TakeawaysA	claim	is	a	declaration	sentence	subject	to	debate.Claims	are	different	from	topic	sentences	in	that	they	appear	only	in	the	thesis	statement	of	the	essay.	A	topic	sentence	appears	in	every	paragraph	of	an	essay.For	a	sentence	to	be	a
claim,	it	should	communicate	a	message	that	engages	an	audience	to	do	something	or	act	in	a	certain	way.What	is	a	Claim	in	an	Argumentative	Essay?A	claim	in	an	essay	is	a	debatable	statement	and	a	part	of	an	argument’s	declaration	sentence.	In	respect	to	academic	writing	standards,	a	claim	must	exclude	personal	feelings	and	already	known	facts
and	it	must	leave	room	for	debate.Just	as	personal	opinions	are	unacceptable	in	argumentative	writing,	a	claim	must	not	have	a	link	to	how	you	feel	about	a	subject.	Rather	making	a	bold	statement	that	potentially	demonstrate	that	you’re	right	about	an	issue,	you	must	bind	your	claim	up	for	inquiry	within	the	specific	subject.The	purpose	of	a	claim	in
an	argument	is	to	convince,	persuade,	or	give	proof	to	move	your	audience	to	agree	with	your	point	of	view.	You	can	focus	on	communicating	a	message,	but	it’s	best	to	double	down	on	moving	an	audience	to	think	in	a	certain	way.		Types	of	Claims	in	Argumentative	EssayA	claim	is	one	of	the	elements	that	drive	an	argument.	For	the	best	outcome,
you	need	to	use	the	right	type	of	claim	depending	on	the	topic	presented	in	the	prompt.You	can	make	a:Claim	of	factClaim	of	definitionClaim	of	cause	and	effectClaim	of	valueClaim	of	policyLet’s	look	at	each	of	these	types	of	claims	to	help	you	understand	what	they	mean.Claim	of	FactHow	valid	is	the	statement	you’re	about	to	give?	Is	there	an
element	of	truth	in	the	statement	you	intend	to	present?Should	such	be	the	statement	you	want	to	present,	you’re	looking	at	making	a	claim	of	fact.A	claim	of	fact	mainly	presents	an	argument	that	demonstrates	whether	something	is	true	or	false.	It	holds	that	if	you’re	going	to	challenge	what	we	consider	as	facts,	you	must	have	concrete	research	to
back	it	up.	Claim	of	DefinitionA	claim	of	definition	argues	about	definitions	of	things	or	phenomena.	Ideally,	you	may	argue	that	something	means	another	thing	altogether,	even	if	some	people	don’t	consider	your	definition	sounding.Rather	than	offering	a	discount	explanation	of	your	claim,	you	shouldn’t	hesitate	to	give	your	personal	explanation.
However,	you	must	ensure	that	you	sound	neither	emotional	nor	biased.Pay	attention	to	the	information	that	you	provide	when	dealing	with	a	claim	of	definition.	Remember	that	when	writing	an	argumentative	essay,	even	a	claim	of	definition	must	be	debatable.Claim	of	Cause	and	EffectThe	claim	of	cause	and	effect	requires	you	to	do	two
things:First,	you	should	describe	the	cause	of	an	event.	Second,	you	should	explain	the	implication	or	impact	the	issue	has.By	doing	so,	your	essay	will	be	so	comprehensive	and	valuable	that	you	earn	top	grades.Claim	of	ValueIf	you’re	going	to	base	your	argument	on	the	significance	of	the	topic	in	question,	you	will	have	to	make	a	claim	of
value.	Claim	of	PolicyYou	can	also	make	a	claim	of	policy	in	your	argumentative	essay.This	type	of	claim	seeks	to	give	readers	the	reasons	why	they	should	care	about	what	you	have	to	say.	It	also	should	suggest	what	they	should	do	after	reading	your	essay.How	to	Write	a	Claim	for	an	Argumentative	EssayYou’ve	learned	three	important	things	so	far.
You	know	what	claim	is	in	an	essay,	why	the	claim	is	important,	and	the	types	of	claims	you	can	write	in	your	argument.But	how	do	you	write	a	claim	for	an	argumentative	essay?1.	Explore	the	Essay’s	TopicExploring	your	focus	topic	is	a	good	way	to	determine	what	claim	can	best	fit	in	your	argumentative	essay.Whether	you’ve	selected	your	own	idea
or	received	a	focus	topic	from	your	teacher,	you	should	do	preliminary	research	and	develop	concrete	ideas	that	you	can	easily	argue.Let’s	say	you’re	working	on	a	topic	about	global	warning.	Deforestation	would	make	a	good	focus	topic	here.	From	this,	you	can	present	evidence	and	give	reasons	why	cutting	down	trees	is	the	major	cause	of	global
warming.2.	Ask	a	QuestionNarrowing	down	to	a	specific	subject	has	two	benefits.It’s	easy	to	come	up	with	tons	of	useful	ideas	for	your	central	argument.You	can	develop	reasonable	questions	to	help	you	develop	a	relevant	claim	for	the	essay.The	most	relevant	question	for	the	project	is	one	that	summarizes	your	thoughts.	For	the	claim	to	be	bold,
you	must	follow	the	question	with	a	short,	clear,	and	direct	response	to	summarize	your	positon.3.	Determine	the	Goal	of	the	EssayAnother	way	to	come	up	with	a	strong	claim	for	an	argumentative	essay	is	to	look	at	the	assignment	brief	once	more	to	understand	the	primary	goal	of	the	argument.Determining	the	goal	of	the	assignment	can	help	you	to
develop	a	claim	that	can	easily	challenge	the	opinion	of	your	readers	regardless	of	what	they	assume	to	be	true.From	a	writing	standpoint,	your	essay	will	focus	on	multiple	issues.	However,	you’ll	need	to	ensure	that	they	all	tie	together	to	address	the	central	theme	in	the	thesis	statement.	In	this	respect,	your	claim	should	demonstrate	a	clear	stand
on	the	main	issue.	4.	Take	a	Unique	ApproachWe’ve	looked	at	hundreds	of	argumentative	essay	samples	in	the	last	few	months.	What	we	discovered	is	a	similarity	in	the	way	students	approach	the	assignment.Either	they	state	arguable	facts	followed	by	blunt	claims.There’s	nothing	with	this.	The	problem,	though,	is	that	it	becomes	difficult	to	grab	the
attention	of	a	reader.So	we	recommend	that	you	take	a	different	approach.	By	doing	so,	you	can	write	a	claim	that’s	not	only	interesting	but	also	sustainable.	What	Is	A	Claim	In	Writing?:	Each	argumentative	thesis	will	include	a	thesis	statement	that	clarifies	the	thesis’s	position	by	presenting	the	central	notion	or	argument;	this	is	referred	to	as	a
claim.	This	might	be	seen	as	a	fundamental	definition	of	a	claim	or	the	answer	to	what	is	a	claim	in	English.It	serves	as	the	thesis’s	beginning	point	and	is	vital	since	it	provides	readers	with	a	reason	to	think	critically	about	it.	An	argumentative	thesis	assertion	should,	in	general,	be	contested.One	must	be	aware	of	what	is	evidence	in	writing	as	well	as
study	a	few	claim	and	counterclaim	examples.	Only	then	will	your	viewers	develop	an	interest	in	your	topic	and	a	cause	to	read	it.If	something	is	easy	accepted	or	pleasant,	there	is	no	value	in	pursuing	it.	It	will	be	unassailable.Although	your	essay	may	have	several	sub-arguments	or	claims,	your	stance	may	be	powerfully	established	with	the	primary
claim.What	Is	A	Claim	In	Writing?What	is	a	Claim?A	claim	is	a	contested	argument	that	typically	asserts	a	reality	that	is	not	just	subjective.	It	is	concentrated	on	a	single	argument	that	defines	your	objective	and	the	extent	of	your	thesis.Its	primary	objective	is	to	bolster	and	substantiate	your	central	point.	It’s	similar	to	someone	arguing	to	establish
his	stance,	which	implies	that	he	is	making	a	claim.A	well-written	claim	statement	will	pique	your	readers’	curiosity.	It	will	raise	questions	in	their	heads,	which	they	may	discover	in	your	article.	The	central	premise	is	backed	by	a	multitude	of	arguments,	and	as	a	result,	readers	will	find	some	of	them	acceptable	while	others	will	find	them
objectionable.However,	each	of	them	will	undoubtedly	meet	the	expectations	of	certain	readers.A	claim	statement	can	take	on	a	variety	of	forms.	If	you	are	not	familiar	with	the	distinctions	between	the	categories,	you	may	wind	up	creating	a	perplexing	statement.	Additionally,	establishing	the	kind	is	perplexing	and	complex.	To	assist	you	with	this
issue,	we’ve	examined	many	common	sorts	of	claim	statements.Function	of	ClaimClaims	are	critical	while	crafting	any	storey	or	script.	When	utilised	properly,	they	may	bolster	your	case.	The	distinction	between	various	forms	of	claims	may	be	quite	perplexing	and,	at	times,	convoluted.For	example,	a	composition	asserting	that	Vogel’s	play	sends	an
unfriendly	social	and	ethical	message	concerning	abuse	may	simultaneously	contend	that	the	play	is	visually	defective.A	composition	that	continues	to	develop	and	advocate	for	an	interpretative	claim	regarding	another	script	demonstrates	that	it	merits	philosophical	or	aesthetic	interpretation	at	the	very	least.On	the	other	hand,	constructing	an
evaluative	claim	about	composition	will	always	need	some	degree	of	interpretation.As	a	result,	the	dissimilarities	are	subtle	and	can	only	be	discovered	via	attentive	and	thorough	investigation;	nonetheless,	they	are	significant	in	the	grand	scheme	of	things.	Thus,	lest	it	is	implied	that	you	should	do	otherwise,	you	must	always	save	evaluative
statements	for	the	conclusion	and	write	an	article	that	makes	an	interpretative	claim.What	Is	a	Written	Claim?The	simplest	method	to	clarify	a	claim	is	to	state	that	you	are	making	a	point	(which	is,	after	all,	the	purpose	of	your	work).	It’s	a	technique	for	presenting	the	key	concept	of	your	first	point	and	structuring	it	in	such	a	manner	that	it	sounds
like	an	argument.	A	claim	is	always	an	opinionated	statement,	regardless	of	the	genre	of	writing;	it	is	not	necessarily	backed	up	by	facts.Example	of	a	Statement	vs	a	ClaimWithout	any	assistance,	it	might	be	difficult	to	distinguish	between	a	statement	and	a	claim.	We’ve	given	an	example	of	each	to	assist	you.“The	price	of	gold	has	increased
recently.”	This	is	a	statement,	as	you	are	stating	a	fact	regarding	the	price	of	gold.“Once	the	economy	recovers,	the	price	of	gold	will	climb.”	This	is	a	claim	since	it	is	based	on	an	opinion	(even	if	the	view	is	well-informed).	There	is	no	path	to	tell	for	certain	whether	this	allegation	is	true	until	it	occurs.Claim-Based	Writing	StylesWhen	determining
what	constitutes	a	claim	in	writing,	it	helps	to	understand	which	styles	of	writing	need	the	use	of	claims	at	all.	Most	frequently,	you’ll	discover	that	most	assertions	are	utilised	in	academic	writing	and	almost	always	when	the	writer	has	to	convey	a	message	to	the	reader.Claim-based	writing	styles	include	essays	with	a	clear	objective	or	thesis,
dissertations	that	seek	to	prove	something,	and	scientific	articles	that	demand	a	strong	claim	as	a	foundation.Almost	always,	you’ll	discover	that	the	majority	of	assignments	assigned	at	schools	and	universities	require	some	sort	of	claim	to	be	made	fairly	early	on	in	order	for	them	to	be	scored	appropriately.What	is	a	Evidence	In	Writing?Evidence	is
another	form	of	a	statement	that	is	similar	to	the	previous	ones	but	is	much	more	grounded	in	fact.	Whereas	a	claim	is	very	subjective	and	a	statement	simply	states	that	something	is	true,	the	proof	is	utilised	to	demonstrate	that	a	statement	is	true	(or	a	claim	is	true).Successfully	presenting	evidence	needs	some	study	since	you’ll	frequently	need	to
get	the	information	from	a	website	to	verify	their	accuracy.It	is	rather	simple	to	convert	a	claim	to	proof,	provided	you	have	the	necessary	facts	to	support	it.	Assume	you	update	the	above	statement	on	the	gold	price	to	the	following:“According	to	this	website,	the	price	of	gold	has	grown	by	$30	in	the	previous	seven	days.”	By	quoting	the	webpage
and	the	specific	data,	you’ve	added	proof	to	your	initial	remark,	transforming	it	into	a	more	factual	one.Types	of	claimsTo	develop	an	effective	claim	statement,	it	is	critical	to	understand	the	many	sorts	of	claims.	There	are	various	other	sorts	of	claims,	such	as	definitive	claims,	value	claims,	and	opposing	claims,	but	we	will	address	the	most	common
and	pertinent	ones	here.You	can	select	the	most	appropriate	kind	based	on	the	subject	and	central	concept	of	your	thesis.	The	most	often	encountered	claim	types	are	as	follows:Cause	and	effectThis	form	of	assertion	is	used	to	describe	an	impact	in	conjunction	with	the	arguments	detailing	the	underlying	cause	of	a	problem.	You	must	write	the
primary	and	most	powerful	cause	that	resulted	in	a	certain	outcome.For	instance,	you	may	describe	legislation	or	a	decision	that	has	had	a	substantial	impact	on	the	behaviour	of	individuals	or	a	certain	segment	of	society.An	excellent	example	of	this	sort	of	assertion	is	“The	implementation	of	GST	has	contributed	significantly	to	India’s	economic
growth.”The	claim	of	solutions	or	policiesThis	is	a	form	of	assertion	in	which	you	express	your	support	or	opposition	to	a	certain	solution	or	policy.	This	is	frequently	used	in	writings	discussing	policies	or	large-scale	solutions.Your	policy	or	remedy	should	make	a	compelling	case	for	opposition	and	should	not	be	personal	or	prejudiced.	However,	not
every	reader	will	concur	with	your	points.An	excellent	example	of	this	sort	of	assertion	is,	“Instead	of	exploring	for	further	oil	resources,	we	should	boost	our	usage	of	renewable	energy	and	decrease	our	reliance	on	oil.”Factual	or	conclusive	claimsWhen	you	give	a	fact	or	a	definition	in	conjunction	with	a	compelling	argument	in	a	claim	statement,	this
is	referred	to	be	a	factual	claim.	This	is	utilised	for	research	essays	in	where	you	establish	or	uncover	a	fact	and	make	a	compelling	case	for	your	audience.	This	form	of	claim	statement	debates	a	well-established	fact	or	a	definition.“Greenhouse	gases	are	necessary	for	life	on	earth,	but	their	excessive	emission	has	increased	the	temperature	of	the
planet’s	surface,	resulting	in	global	warming”	is	an	example	of	a	factual	assertion.Claim	of	valueA	claim	of	value	is	one	that	debates	the	value	of	something	or	how	something	should	be	valued.	This	is	advantageous	when	writing	essays	about	subjects	that	are	frequently	overlooked.	It	might	range	from	a	general	policy	to	particular	worries	about	a
society	or	a	class.“We	should	be	more	worried	about	the	forest	areas	that	are	being	lost	rather	than	focusing	only	on	industrialisation”	is	an	example	of	a	value	assertion.Elements	of	a	Compelling	Claim	StatementYour	claim	statement	will	determine	whether	or	not	your	reader	will	continue	reading.	It’s	deceptively	difficult,	and	certain	guidelines	must
be	observed.	We	mentioned	these	principles	below,	and	if	you	follow	them,	you	can	be	quite	certain	that	your	claim	statement	will	be	strong	and	successful.	Therefore,	let	us	examine	them.Select	and	explore	a	subject	of	concern:This	is	the	initial	and	most	critical	topic	to	consider.	If	you	are	not	assigned	a	topic,	you	should	select	one	on	your	own,	and
it	should	be	one	that	interests	you.	If	you	are	quite	passionate	about	the	subject,	your	efforts	in	crafting	your	claim	and	reasons	will	be	more	productive.When	you’ve	chosen	a	topic,	you	should	reduce	it	down	to	a	single	point	on	which	you	may	make	an	argument.	You	can	discover	several	facets	of	a	subject	and	write	about	one	that	can	assist	you	in
proving	your	point.For	instance,	if	your	topic	is	global	warming,	you	may	use	oil	as	a	justification	and	demonstrate	that	it	is	the	primary	source	of	the	problem	being	addressed.Establish	a	question	and	respond	to	it	with	your	thesis:In	its	simplest	form,	a	thesis	is	a	problem	or	a	question.	Therefore,	regardless	of	the	subject,	your	thesis	might	be
written	as	an	answer	to	a	question	or	a	problem.	Consider	the	question	and	write	the	best	and	shortest	response	possible.That	will	be	an	argument,	a	fact,	or	a	definition	that	will	serve	as	the	thesis’s	focal	point.For	instance,	you	may	inquire,	“Why	should	we	purchase	online	for	our	everyday	needs?”	To	answer	this	topic,	your	thesis	or	claim	statement
may	be,	“Online	shopping	sites	make	shopping	easier	and	more	convenient,	allowing	us	to	focus	on	other	productive	duties.”Establish	a	purpose	for	your	paper:Which	form	of	claim	statement	you	will	create	is	determined	by	the	purpose	of	your	paper.	If	your	work	is	argumentative,	you	will	be	attempting	to	persuade	your	audience.	For	instance,	you
may	state	that	“without	the	president’s	deliberate	and	well-calculated	actions,	the	United	States	would	never	have	emerged	from	the	economic	crisis	that	began	in	the	early	2000s.”In	this	manner,	you	may	establish	an	opinion,	such	as	conquering	severe	economic	difficulties,	and	back	it	with	evidence,	such	as	the	president	of	the	United	States’
resolute	and	well-calculated	actions.Make	a	commitment	to	a	single	cause:When	writing	an	argumentative	thesis	or	definition	literature,	you	should	advocate	for	a	single	central	topic	or	problem.	Though	you	will	be	covering	numerous	topics	or	facets	of	a	single	argument,	you	should	devote	greater	focus	to	a	single	subject.That	is	the	main	focal	point
around	which	the	remainder	of	your	article	will	develop.	Throughout	the	report,	you	will	be	focusing	only	on	that	one	subject.To	illustrate,	we	may	create	a	claim	statement	along	the	lines	of	“The	global	war	was	fought	between	two	factions	of	the	globe,	namely	the	axis	and	allies,	but	the	allies	battled	to	preserve	humanity	and	freedom,	while	the	axis
powers	sought	to	govern	the	world.”In	this	case,	you	will	either	be	defending	the	allies’	position	or	proving	the	axis	powers	guilty	for	the	century’s	most	devastating	conflict.Consider	an	alternative	angle	on	the	subject:To	make	your	assertion	credible	and	engaging,	you	should	approach	your	reasons	differently.	Utilise	a	novel	method	of
communicating	our	thoughts,	facts,	and	definitions.A	thesis	that	is	well-written	and	contains	a	compelling	argument	will	be	able	to	captivate	readers	and	keep	them	engaged	throughout	your	essay.For	instance,	“While	nuclear	weapons	have	indirectly	kept	international	powers	out	of	conflict,	they	must	be	abolished	to	preserve	global	peace.”Write
your	claim	correctly:Understanding	what	a	claim	is	in	an	essay,	the	many	sorts	of	claims,	and	what	to	include	in	it	is	insufficient.	To	make	an	effective	claim,	you	must	consider	many	critical	aspects,	which	are	listed	below.Choose	what	you	are	capable	of	proving:Rather	than	drafting	an	unclear	assertion	that	will	be	difficult	to	establish	afterwards,	you
should	select	the	one	that	is	easily	substantiated.	It	is	preferable	to	prepare	before	filing	a	claim	than	to	file	one	first	and	then	prepare	for	it	afterwards.Your	thesis	statement	is	a	concluding	statement.	As	a	result,	you	should	write	your	claim	with	a	focus	on	compelling	evidence	and	reasoning.	They	should	be	credible	and	capable	of	substantiating
your	essay’s	thesis.	Therefore,	be	prepared	and	create	just	a	claim	statement	that	you	can	substantiate.You	should	avoid	asserting	who	is	correct	and	who	is	incorrect.	You	should	not	pass	judgement	on	someone	without	first	meeting	him	or	her.	Another	way	of	putting	it	is	to	proclaim,	but	with	a	good	justification.Therefore,	write	just	those	claims
that	you	can	substantiate.	Additionally,	avoid	writing	about	a	difficult	theory	about	which	you	are	unfamiliar	or	have	limited	expertise.While	reading	your	claim	and	argument,	readers	may	have	certain	questions,	which	you	must	address	in	your	essay.	This	is	only	achievable	if	you	are	crystal	clear	about	your	claim	and	are	prepared	to	prove
it.Correctly	format	your	claim:Your	claim	statement	will	communicate	your	topic	with	the	utmost	conviction	that	you	wish	to	demonstrate	throughout	your	essay.	The	readers	will	definitely	understand	what	your	essay	is	about	and	whether	or	not	they	should	read	ahead,	based	on	how	you	have	constructed	your	assertion.Ideally,	your	claim	should
inform	the	reader	about	the	subject	of	your	essay	and	the	method	by	which	you	intend	to	support	it.	Bear	in	mind	that	your	remark	is	not	definitive.	Indeed,	you	will	argue	in	the	essay	to	substantiate	your	factual	point.You	only	need	to	take	a	firm	stance	in	favour	of	the	central	issue	that	you	will	defend	with	persuasive	arguments.Employ	a	resolute	yet
forceful	tone:When	a	reader	reads	a	claim	statement,	it	should	immediately	recognise	it	as	the	author’s	claim.	To	do	this,	you	must	be	attentive	to	the	tone,	words,	and	phrases	you	use	when	writing	it.	By	using	words	such	as	“Though”	or	“Because,”	you	may	make	your	assertion	conclusive	and	forceful.An	excellent	example	of	this	is	“Because	of
India’s	diverse	yet	cohesive	culture,	and	the	country	has	been	able	to	withstand	invasions	for	thousands	of	years	and	maintain	a	stable	development	rate	despite	enormous	difficulties	following	independence.”Structure	your	claim	appropriately:A	claim	statement	is	critical,	and	as	such,	it	should	be	put	where	your	readers	expect	to	see	it,	at	the
beginning.	However,	this	does	not	imply	you	must	begin	with	it.	Ideally,	you	should	include	it	towards	the	conclusion	of	the	first	paragraph.	Additionally,	it	might	be	included	in	the	introduction.The	placement	of	a	claim	inside	an	essay	or	research	paper	may	also	be	determined	by	the	length	of	the	essay	or	research	paper.	However,	it	is	wise	to	post
information	in	a	location	where	your	readers	may	obtain	it	without	having	to	read	too	much.	As	a	result,	including	it	near	the	conclusion	of	the	first	paragraph	is	more	natural.Bear	in	mind	that	your	claim	statement	should	be	brief,	ideally	no	more	than	two	lines.	Your	readers	should	understand	your	idea	without	difficulty.	As	a	result,	it	is	advised	that
you	avoid	overly	lengthy	and	complicated	statements.	Make	it	simple	and	enjoyable	for	your	reader.	Your	remark	is	only	successful	if	the	reader	continues	reading	after	reading	it.A	claim	statement	enables	you	to	defend	your	position,	and	as	such,	it	is	an	integral	aspect	of	an	essay	or	thesis.	We	have	reviewed	all	feasible	strategies	and	stages	in	this
post,	along	with	some	examples,	in	order	to	assist	you	in	writing	an	effective	and	compelling	claim	statement.	I	hope	it	proves	beneficial	to	you.How	Should	a	Claim	Paragraph	Be	Written?Begin	with	a	HookThis	is	a	paragraph’s	opening	sentence.	Its	primary	objective	is	to	pique	the	reader’s	interest	and	compel	them	to	continue	reading.The	hook	must
be	relevant	to	the	paper’s	general	subject.	A	hook	might	take	the	form	of	a	question,	statistic,	or	quote.Introduce	the	SubjectDeclaring	the	paragraph’s	topic	assists	the	reader	in	following	your	argument.	Additionally,	it	assists	you	in	maintaining	your	concentrate	on	your	work.	Declaring	the	paragraph’s	subject	clarifies	for	both	you	and	your	reader
what	the	paragraph	is	about.Create	a	ClaimIntroduce	the	assertion.	This	is	the	purpose	of	the	paragraph	or	essay.	It	is	your	viewpoint	or	opinion	on	a	certain	subject.	It	informs	the	reader	about	the	primary	matter	of	the	subject	of	the	subsequent	arguments.The	assertion	is	not	your	conclusive	fact.	You	only	need	to	take	a	firm	stance	in	favour	of	the
central	topic	that	you	will	support	with	persuasive	arguments.	When	drafting	your	assertion,	you	must	use	an	assertive	tone.	This	identifies	it.The	words	“though”	and	“because”	contribute	to	the	firmness	and	certainty	of	your	statements.	The	assertion	should	be	placed	at	the	beginning	of	your	essay.	The	reader	should	not	be	required	to	read	much
before	reaching	the	assertion.State	Your	CaseClaims	should	be	based	on	verifiable	facts.	It	is	pointless	to	make	a	claim	without	good	facts	and	arguments	to	back	it	up.The	arguments	should	be	plausible	and	capable	of	substantiating	your	assertion.	Statistics	may	help	you	build	a	case	in	support	of	your	assertion.	They	communicate	information	in
numerical	form	and	are	most	persuasive	when	used	sparingly	in	conjunction	with	an	explanation	of	the	significance	of	the	numbers.Regardless	of	whether	statistics	are	regarded	as	real,	they	may	be	presented	in	a	variety	of	ways	to	indicate	a	variety	of	conclusions.	Statistical	data	may	be	used	to	display	even	contradictory	facts.Additionally,
arguments	can	be	made	utilising	expert	viewpoints.	While	expert	views	differ	from	facts	in	that	they	are	interpretations,	they	are	founded	on	real	evidence.	Different	specialists	can	get	wildly	divergent	conclusions	based	on	the	same	data.This	demonstrates	that	the	opinions	expressed	may	not	be	correct.	This	has	no	bearing	on	the	viewpoints’
effectiveness	or	usefulness	to	support	an	argument.	The	judgement	of	specialists	in	your	industry	is	critical	in	choosing	the	best	strategy	for	defending	your	claim	from	your	perspective.Incorporate	VisualsChats,	tables,	and	figures	can	be	utilised	to	visually	convey	critical	information	and	improve	readability.They	assist	in	presenting	data	that	is	too
large	to	be	conveyed	properly	in	text	form.	The	aim	of	your	document	and	the	requirements	of	your	readers	should	influence	whether	you	use	text,	tables,	or	figures.Look	for	an	ExampleExamples	can	bolster	your	case	for	or	against	a	statement’s	truthfulness.	The	particular	and	information	they	supply	assist	in	substantiating	the	allegation.	They
feature	vivid	descriptions	that	aid	in	capturing	the	reader’s	attention.	Conclusions	may	be	formed	simply	from	examples.Examples	might	be	general	or	personal	in	nature.Be	preciseBear	in	mind	that	your	paragraph	should	not	be	too	lengthy.	Briefly	summarise	the	most	critical	points	and	go	on	to	the	next	paragraph.ConclusionA	claim	is	a	kind	of	an
argumentative	thesis;	it	is	commonly	referred	to	as	a	claim	when	employed	in	a	persuasive	essay.	You	must	defend	your	claims	with	a	logical,	compelling	argument.	Additionally,	claims	can	be	contested.Regardless	of	the	sort	of	claim,	you	will	often	combine	many	pieces	of	evidence	with	supporting	it	in	order	to	produce	a	logical	argument,	including
facts,	case	studies,	justifications,	and	personal	interviews,	as	necessary.	argumentative	statements	of	claim	and	counterclaim	examples	Created	by	Lindy	Gaskill	for	YourDictionary	Copyright	YourDictionary,	Owned	by	YourDictionary	Are	you	wondering,	"What	is	a	claim	in	writing?"	When	you	make	an	argument	in	writing	and	back	it	up	with
supporting	evidence,	you	are	making	a	claim.	Claims	are	very	common	in	research	papers	and	certain	types	of	essays.	Making	a	claim	in	your	writing	allows	you	to	present	the	main	idea	of	the	document	in	the	form	of	an	argument	that	you	will	support	with	evidence	throughout	the	document.	A	claim	statement	is	a	type	of	thesis	statement	in	which
you	present	the	main	idea	of	what	you	are	writing	in	the	form	of	an	argument.	Think	of	claims	like	a	thesis	statement	in	the	form	of	an	argument.	Claims	are	matters	of	opinion,	but	they	are	stated	as	if	they	are	facts	and	backed	up	with	evidence.	Any	time	you	make	a	debatable	statement	in	writing	that	is	backed	up	with	facts	and/or	other	types	of
evidence,	you	are	using	a	claim.	Argumentative	claims	don't	have	to	be	complex,	but	they	do	have	to	be	more	than	just	a	fact-based	statement	that	is	obviously	true.	Instead,	claims	should	be	statements	that	are	up	for	debate.	As	a	writer,	your	goal	is	to	effectively	argue	in	favor	of	your	claim.	Review	the	examples	below	to	develop	a	better
understanding	of	what	is	a	claim	in	an	essay.	statement	-	If	you	open	an	essay	by	stating,	"I	own	a	cell	phone,"	this	is	not	an	example	of	a	claim	in	writing.	Assuming	that	you	do,	in	fact,	own	a	cell	phone,	this	is	just	a	statement	of	fact.	It	is	not	something	that	is	arguable.	claim	-	If	you	open	by	stating,	"Every	middle	school	student	should	have	their	own
cell	phone,"	this	is	a	claim.	This	is	not	something	that	everyone	agrees	upon.	Your	paper	will	need	to	focus	on	supporting	this	claim	with	evidence.	Claims	are	common	in	different	types	of	writing,	including	documents	created	for	school	assignments	or	in	the	professional	world.	argumentative	essays	-	These	essays	focus	on	an	issue	that	is
controversial,	presenting	evidence	that	backs	up	the	writer's	claim.	research	papers	-	Academic	research	papers	are	designed	specifically	to	provide	evidence	to	confirm	or	refute	the	writer's	hypothesis,	which	is	a	type	of	claim.	literary	analysis	-	When	engaged	in	literary	analysis,	writers	make	a	claim	about	a	literary	work,	then	provide	evidence	from
it	to	support	their	claim.	persuasive	essays	-	Persuasive	essays	are	a	type	of	argumentative	essay.	They	use	fact-based	information	as	evidence	to	back	up	a	writer's	claim.	persuasive	speeches	-	Persuasive	speeches	are	presented	orally,	but	many	start	with	an	outline	focused	on	providing	evidence	for	a	primary	claim.	persuasive	memos	-	Persuasive
memos	are	often	designed	to	convince	readers	to	believe	or	act	on	a	claim	backed	up	by	evidence.	In	order	to	back	up	a	claim	in	writing,	you	will	need	to	provide	evidence.	Evidence	is	information	that	provides	proof	of	or	support	for	an	idea.	Your	claim	statement	should	be	a	logical	conclusion	that	you	reached	as	a	result	of	reviewing	and
understanding	valid,	reliable	evidence.	Rather	than	expecting	readers	to	simply	believe	that	your	claim	is	true,	you'll	need	to	provide	them	with	evidence	they	can	consider	to	reach	their	own	conclusion.	There	are	many	types	of	evidence:	direct	observation	of	a	phenomenon	or	occurrenceprimary	research,	such	as	an	experiment	or	content
analysissynthesis	of	secondary	research,	such	as	a	literature	review	information	gathered	from	investigative	interviews	facts,	statistics	or	other	data	expert	opinions	examples	of	past	behavior	It's	important	to	be	aware	that	the	fact	you	can	find	evidence	in	favor	of	your	claim	does	not	necessarily	mean	that	your	claim	is	a	factual	statement.	There	is
also	just	as	much	evidence	against	a	claim	as	there	is	evidence	for	them.	The	idea	of	making	a	claim	in	writing	is	to	present	a	logical,	fact-based	argument	for	the	claim	that	you	are	making.	Review	a	few	examples	of	argumentative	claims	to	help	clarify	what	is	a	claim	in	writing.	These	examples	can	help	you	identify	claims	when	reading	works	of
writing,	as	well	as	provide	you	with	inspiration	when	you	need	to	write	a	claim	statement.	College	students	today	should	focus	on	learning	skills	that	will	qualify	them	to	work	effectively	in	a	virtual	environment.	School	uniforms	help	promote	an	inclusive	educational	environment	for	all	students,	regardless	of	socioeconomic	status.	In	light	of	the
severity	of	recent	hurricanes,	living	near	the	coast	is	becoming	increasingly	hazardous.	Yoga	provides	both	physical	and	mental	health	benefits.	Concrete	is	the	best	building	material	for	residential	structures.	Children	under	the	age	of	12	should	not	be	allowed	to	have	social	media	profiles.	Spending	more	than	an	hour	per	day	on	housework	is	a
waste	of	time.	People	who	get	at	least	10,000	steps	per	day	are	healthier	than	those	who	don't.	Eating	too	many	carbohydrates	is	the	primary	reason	some	people	are	overweight.	Dining	in	restaurants	is	actually	more	economical	for	individuals	or	couples	than	cooking	at	home.	Note	that	the	statements	above	are	not	commonly	accepted	facts.	You
may	agree	with	some	of	these,	but	chances	are	that	you	don't	agree	with	all	of	them.	Each	example	above	is	a	matter	of	opinion.	If	you	write	about	any	of	these,	you	will	need	to	back	up	with	evidence	in	an	effort	to	prove	your	point.	Readers	will	decide	whether	or	not	they	agree	with	your	argument	base	on	how	effectively	you	make	your	point,	as	well
as	their	own	knowledge	and/or	opinion	about	the	topic.	An	argumentative	claim	will	generally	appear	in	the	first	paragraph	of	a	document.	The	claim	statement	is	usually	paired	with	a	hook	to	form	the	introductory	paragraph	of	an	essay	or	other	document.	The	hook	is	designed	to	capture	reader	interest	so	they	will	want	to	learn	more,	while	the
claim	statement	lets	them	know	what	point	will	be	argued	in	the	paper.	When	someone	presents	an	alternative	argument	to	your	claim,	that	is	a	counterclaim.	Another	word	for	a	counterclaim	is	a	rebuttal.	When	someone	presents	a	counterclaim,	they	are	making	a	claim	of	their	own.	It	will	be	up	to	them	to	state	their	counterclaim,	then	seek	to	back
it	up	with	evidence	(just	as	you	did	when	making	the	initial	claim).	claim	-	making	an	argument	and	backing	it	up	with	evidencecounterclaim	-	presenting	a	rebuttal	to	a	claim	and	backing	it	up	with	evidence	Debates	involve	claims	(arguments)	and	counterclaims	(rebuttals).	When	people	participate	in	a	debate,	they	prepare	arguments	for	their	claims
and	deliver	strong	rebuttals	to	the	claims	of	their	opponents.	Now	that	you	know	what	a	claim	is	in	writing,	consider	taking	a	deeper	dive	into	how	this	communication	strategy	can	be	used	in	writing	and	face-to-face	communication.	Start	by	exploring	key	ways	the	terms	argument	and	debate	differ.	From	there,	investigate	how	examples	of	rhetoric
can	be	used	as	a	tool	to	persuade	and	motivate.	Making	a	claim	in	an	argument	means	presenting	an	arguable	idea	you	want	the	audience	to	accept.Claims	in	arguments	can	be	about	facts,	values,	causes,	and	policies	needing	evidence	and	reasoning.Claims	must	be	debatable,	not	just	opinions,	and	need	evidence	like	studies	to	be	convincing.	Claims
backed	by	reasons	that	are	supported	by	evidence	are	called	arguments.	To	win	an	argument,	you	first	have	to	make	a	claim	that	is	more	than	just	an	assertion.	You	use	critical	thinking	skills	and	argue	your	case	using	claims,	reason,	and	evidence.	In	rhetoric	and	argumentation,	a	claim	is	an	arguable	statement—an	idea	that	a	rhetor	(a	speaker	or
writer)	asks	an	audience	to	accept.	Generally,	there	are	three	primary	types	of	claims	in	an	argument,	also	called	persuasive	claims:	Claims	of	fact	assert	that	something	is	true	or	not	true.Claims	of	value	assert	that	something	is	good	or	bad,	or	more	or	less	desirable.Claims	of	policy	assert	that	one	course	of	action	is	superior	to	another.	A	persuasive
claim	is	an	opinion,	idea,	or	assertion.	In	rational	arguments,	all	three	types	of	claims	must	be	supported	by	evidence.	Jason	Del	Gandio,	in	the	book,	"Rhetoric	for	Radicals,"	gives	these	examples	of	persuasive	claims	in	an	argument:	"I	think	we	should	have	universal	health	care.	"I	believe	the	government	is	corrupt.	"We	need	a	revolution."	Gandio
explains	that	these	claims	make	sense,	but	they	need	to	be	backed	up	with	evidence	and	reasoning.	The	University	of	Washington	says	a	claim	"persuades,	argues,	convinces,	proves,	or	provocatively	suggests	something	to	a	reader	who	may	or	may	not	initially	agree	with	you."	A	claim	is	more	than	an	opinion	but	it	is	less	than	a	universally	agreed
upon	truth,	such	as	"The	sky	is	blue"	or	"Birds	fly	in	the	sky."	An	academic	claim—a	claim	you	make	in	an	argument—is	considered	debatable	or	up	for	inquiry.	James	Jasinski	explains	in	"Argument:	Sourcebook	on	Rhetoric"	that	a	claim	"expresses	a	specific	position	on	some	doubtful	or	controversial	issue	that	the	arguer	wants	the	audience	to	accept."
A	claim	is	not,	then,	an	opinion,	such	as	"I	think	Twinkies	are	delicious."	But	if	you	took	that	same	sentence	and	recrafted	it	into	an	arguable	statement,	you	could	create	a	claim,	such	as	"Twinkies	and	other	sugary,	processed	foods	can	make	you	fat."	Not	everyone	might	agree	with	your	claim,	but	you	would	be	able	to	use	scientific	and	medical
evidence	(such	as	studies	showing	that	sugary	processed	foods	lead	to	weight	gain	and	other	health	problems)	to	support	your	claim.	You	can	further	break	claims	in	an	argument	into	four	basic	types,	says	Mesa	Community	College:	Claims	of	fact	or	definition:	Particularly	in	this	day	and	age,	people	disagree	on	hitherto	commonly	accepted	facts.	A
claim	of	fact	or	definition	might	be	that	grades	do	not	accurately	measure	student	progress	or	lie	detector	tests	are	inaccurate.	Traditionally,	grades	have	been	the	common	measure	of	student	success,	but	you	could	argue	that	they	do	not	really	represent	a	student's	true	abilities.	And	lie	detector	tests	were	at	one	point	thought	to	provide	clear	and
accurate	evidence,	but	you	could	use	facts	to	argue	that	they	can	be	unreliable.	Claims	About	Cause	and	Effect:	This	type	of	claim	argues	that	given	causes	lead	to	specific	effects,	such	as	watching	too	much	television	when	young	leads	to	obesity	or	poor	school	performance.	To	make	this	claim,	you	would	have	to	present	evidence	(scientific	studies,
for	example)	that	show	television	leads	to	these	outcomes.	Another	debatable	cause-and-effect	claim	would	be	that	video	games	that	depict	violence	lead	to	real	violence.	Claims	About	Solutions	or	Policies:	This	kind	of	claim	might	argue	that	because	the	health	care	system	does	not	adequately	assist	Americans	(you	would	argue	that	this	is	a	fact),	it
should	be	reformed	(you	argue	for	the	solution/policy),	says	Mesa	Community	College.	Claims	About	Value:	This	type	of	claim	might	be	the	trickiest	to	argue	because	you	are	trying	to	prove	that	one	thing	is	better	or	superior	to	another.	For	example,	you	might	claim	that	people	who	are	blind	or	deaf	have	a	unique	culture	of	blindness	or	deafness.	You
could	support	either	argument	by	researching	and	presenting	facts	that	these	two	areas	of	disability	do	indeed	have	unique	cultures	and	communities.	Surrounded	by	mountains	of	research	to	find	“what	is	a	claim	in	an	argumentative	essay”?	We	know	that	it’s	not	easier	to	write	and	present	a	strong	claim	in	this	type	of	essay	type.	Are	you	the	one
who	can	decide	the	best	topic	for	an	argumentative	essay?	Do	you	want	to	have	an	expert	guide	to	present	strong	claim	against	your	audience?	Well!	Keep	reading	this	for	such	purpose.	In	argumentative	writing,	the	writer	clear	his	stance	by	convincing	the	audience	through	genuine	reasoning,	facts,	evidences,	and	figures.	Hence,	it	is	very	important
in	such	type	of	writing	the	representation	of	a	strong	claim	or	claims	to	convince	the	readers	of	the	views	that	the	writer	carry.	The	representation	of	such	claim	should	take	into	account	some	major	requirements	and	considerations	which	we	are	here	to	present.	So	let’s	move	to	it	without	wasting	any	second	further.		A	claim	is	a	representation	in
writing	that	allows	the	writer	to	present	the	main	idea(s)	of	the	entire	essay	or	piece	of	writing.	It	has	to	perform	the	function	of	an	argument	and	be	supported	with	enough	evidence,	facts,	and	figures	throughout	the	essay.	It	can	also	say	that	a	claim	is	a	type	of	thesis	statement.	As	we	represent	the	thesis	and	then	support	it	throughout
the	argumentative	essay	outline,	so	does	the	claim.	Following	points	should	be	kept	in	mind	while	presenting	a	claim:	Claims	are	your	opinions	that	is	held	by	you,	but	it	is	represented	in	the	writing	as	if	they	are	strong	facts	and	are	backed	up	by	evidence	throughout.		Whenever	the	writer	make	a	statement	that	he	supports	with	evidences,	facts	and
figures,	he	is	representing	a	claim,	irrespective	of	him	knowing.	A	statement	should	not	be	called	claim	if	there	is	insufficient	evidences,	famous	quotations	or	facts	that	supports	it.		Whenever	the	writer	uses	a	claim,	he	must	not	be	confused	or	firing	in	the	air,	rather	he	should	be	confident	of	what	he	is	supporting,	even	if	sufficient	evidence	is	not
present.		A	claim	should	never	be	confused	with	general	paragraphs	starter	in	an	argumentative	essay,	just	because	they	might	be	similar	or	is	factual,	doesn’t	mean	all	paragraphs	can	be	a	claim	statement.	A	claim	should	be	a	debatable	statement	not	just	a	fact.		Example	of	a	statement	and	a	claim	A	statement:	“I	own	a	car	even	I’m	under	age”.	A
claim:	“People	should	own	a	car	even	if	they	are	under	age”.	It	is	clearly	seen	that	in	a	simple	statement,	it	is	only	a	fact	that	you	are	under	age	but	own	a	car	while	in	the	claim	or	argument,	you	present	a	statement	that	you	can	defend	by	evidences	but	not	everyone	will	agree	with	the	view	that	even	if	people	are	under	age,	they	should	own	a	car.
Hence,	the	first	statement	is	not	debatable,	however,	the	second	is	clearly	a	debatable	statement.	Clear	on	a	simple	statement	and	an	argument	or	claim?	Let’s	move	ahead.	50%	Discount	Get	Your	Custom	Essay	Written	with	50%	Discount	Act	Now!	A	claim	statement	is	usually	represented	in	the	introduction	of	an	essay	or	any	piece	of	writing.	It	is
generally	paired	with	a	hook	statement,	which	is	the	starting	sentence	of	the	entire	writing	and	is	designed	to	select	word	choice	in	argumentative	essay	for	writing.	A	hook	statement	holds	the	reader’s	interest,	while	a	claim	will	tell	the	readers	the	points	represented	or	argued	in	the	essay	or	piece	of	writing.	A	counterclaim	is	defined	as	an
alternative	argument	to,	what	the	writer	have	represented	as	a	claim.	When	someone	represents	an	alternative	point	or	statement/claim	to	what	the	writer	have	argued,	he	is	counterclaiming	the	writers’	argument.	Counterclaim	in	an	essay	writing	is	also	called	rebuttal.	Counterclaim	mean	the	views	of	other	person	to	which	the	writer	has
represented	his	claim.	Remember!	If	someone	is	making	a	counterclaim,	he	must	also	backed	it	up	with	evidences	to	prove	his	point.	However,	in	such	type	of	essay	writing	that	we	are	talking	about,	the	writer	himself	comprehend	from	the	topic,	his	counterclaims	and	then	state	it	in	his	essay	to	take	his	audience	in	confidence	and	then	rebuttal	to
prove	his	own	claim.	A	claim	and	counter	claim	acts	just	like	a	debate.	In	debate	we	represent	claim,	the	opposite	party	counterclaim,	and	we	again	present	strong	evidences/rebuttals	to	overcome	their	claims.	Let’s	see	the	difference:	Claim:	Forming	an	argument	and	supporting	it	with	evidence.	Example	“laziness	is	the	main	factor	contributing	to
obesity	and	ultimately	other	diseases”.	Counterclaim:	Presenting	a	rebuttal	to	claim	and	then	backing	it	up	with	sufficient	evidences.	Example	“Although	lazy	lifestyle	being	the	major	contributory	factor	in	obesity,	there	are	other	factors	such	as	unhealthy	eating	habits,	insufficient	physical	activities	and	many	more	leading	to	it”.	But	what	is	the
purpose	of	representing	the	counterclaim?	It	is	represented	by	the	writer	for	the	purpose	of	supporting	and	making	his	claim	and,	as	a	result,	the	entire	essay	even	stronger	because	the	views	of	the	audience	are	already	included	and	cleared	keeping	them	into	consideration	and	without	them	raising	criticism.	Perfect	essay	writers	knows	that	it	is	very
hard	to	digest	bundle	of	information	represented	above.	However,	some	example	can	make	our	life	easier.	We	can	review	some	good	examples	of	argumentative	claims	to	clarify	more	about	it	in	the	writing.	You	can	easily	identify	these	claim	when	reading	any	other	piece	of	writing,	as	well	as,	write	a	top-notch	essay	when	writing	yourself.	Let’s
review	it	then:	Overweight	is	the	major	cause	of	diabetes.		Regular	exercise	provide	better	health	benefits	both	physically	and	mentally.	Aluminum	is	the	best	material	to	build	an	aircraft	as	compare	to	other	materials	for	a	civilian	aircraft.	Working	as	an	employee	(doing	a	job)	is	better	option	than	doing	your	own	business.	Household	chores	should
not	be	given	much	time	when	working	on	professional	platform.	Personal	life	doesn’t	matter	for	doctors	when	it	comes	to	serving	others.	Children	of	schools	should	never	be	allowed	to	drive	a	car	to	their	schools.		It	is	not	dangerous	to	carry	magnetic	materials	in	an	aircraft.		It	should	not	be	illegal	to	drive	car	without	license.		A	runway	built	from
concrete	is	better	than	that	made	from	a	bitumen	material.		Children	under	18	years	of	age	should	not	be	allowed	to	use	social	media	platforms.	Working	mothers	never	give	attention	to	the	brought	up	of	their	child.		Neglected	children	are	the	one	involved	in	crimes	when	they	grow	up.	Tattooing	the	entire	body	is	a	taboo,	as	it	is	fashion	of	the



modern	society.		Notwithstanding	the	rules	of	the	institute,	a	child	should	be	rusticated	from	the	institute.	It	should	not	be	the	function	of	Civil	Aviation	to	have	both	roles	of	a	regulator	and	a	service	provider.		Virtual	classes	have	done	more	damage	to	the	studies	in	the	situation	of	covid	than	the	closure	of	institutes	could	have	done.		There	should	be
no	substitute	to	respect.		Supervision	will	do	more	good	to	the	children	than	a	good	brought	up.		Animated	movies	are	more	advantageous	than	that	of	songs	and	films.	A	teacher	play	more	important	role	than	does	the	parents	of	the	students.		A	friend	in	need	is	a	friend	in	need-the	statement	might	not	be	true	under	many	conditions.		Lack	of
communication	in	an	organization	is	the	major	cause	of	it	being	in	loss.		Time	management	is	a	skill	that	comes	naturally	in	a	person	and	cannot	be	taught.	External	motivation	works	more	effectively	than	does	internal	motivation.		It	should	be	noted	that	the	statements	stated	above	are	not	hard	and	fast	rules	and	facts.	Rather,	they	are	an	opinion
based	statements	to	which	you	can	either	agree	or	disagree.	They	can	further	be	supported	with	evidences	by	the	writer	to	prove	his	stance	over	any	of	the	above	claim.	The	audience	are	then	going	to	decide	whether	they	agree	or	disagree	with	the	argument	based	on	the	fact	that	how	strongly	the	writer	make	his	point,	as	well	as,	the	audience
opinion	and	knowing	about	the	topic	under	discussion.	Limited	Time	Offer:	Secure	Your	Custom	Essay	Writing	Solution	So,	a	claim	is	going	to	make	up	the	entire	conclusion	for	an	argumentative	essay	and	require	considerations	that	has	to	be	given	to	it	while	planning	and	designing	for	an	argumentative	essay	topic.	The	outline	stage	of	the	essay	is
also	important	and	one	can	plan	such	claim	there	as	well.	Now	that	we	have	had	enough	discussion,	perfect	essay	writers	are	high-spirited	to	assume	that	they	have	cleared	enough	for	a	claim	in	an	argumentative	essay.	However,	if	there’s	still	a	need	to	cater	to	such	issues	more,	our	college	essay	writing	service	is	always	here	to	help.	FAQs	Some
examples	of	a	claim	are	as	follows:		Household	chores	should	not	be	given	much	time	when	working	on	professional	platform.	Personal	life	doesn’t	matter	for	doctors	when	it	comes	to	serving	others.	Children	of	schools	should	never	be	allowed	to	drive	a	car	to	their	schools.		It	is	not	dangerous	to	carry	magnetic	materials	in	an	aircraft.		It	should	not
be	illegal	to	drive	car	without	license.		To	write	a	claim	for	an	argumentative	essay,	paired	it	with	a	hook	statement	and	place	it	in	the	introductory	paragraph	of	the	piece	of	writing.	A	claim	is	going	to	tell	the	readers	the	points	that	will	be	represented	or	argued	in	the	essay	or	piece	of	writing.	A	claim	is	the	representation	in	writing	that	allows	the
writer	to	present	the	main	idea(s)	of	the	entire	essay	or	piece	of	writing	that	performs	the	function	of	an	argument	and	has	to	be	supported	with	sufficient	evidences,	facts	and	figures	throughout	the	entire	essay.	It	can	also	be	said	that	a	claim	is	type	of	a	thesis	statement;	as	we	represent	the	thesis	and	then	support	it	throughout	the	essay	(which	is
an	argument),	so	do	the	claim.	Our	Free	Features	Unlimited	Revisions	$08FREE	Referencing	&	Bibliography	$10FREE	24/7	Order	Tracking	$05FREE	argumentative	statements	of	claim	and	counterclaim	examples	Created	by	Lindy	Gaskill	for	YourDictionary	Copyright	YourDictionary,	Owned	by	YourDictionary	Are	you	wondering,	"What	is	a	claim	in
writing?"	When	you	make	an	argument	in	writing	and	back	it	up	with	supporting	evidence,	you	are	making	a	claim.	Claims	are	very	common	in	research	papers	and	certain	types	of	essays.	Making	a	claim	in	your	writing	allows	you	to	present	the	main	idea	of	the	document	in	the	form	of	an	argument	that	you	will	support	with	evidence	throughout	the
document.	A	claim	statement	is	a	type	of	thesis	statement	in	which	you	present	the	main	idea	of	what	you	are	writing	in	the	form	of	an	argument.	Think	of	claims	like	a	thesis	statement	in	the	form	of	an	argument.	Claims	are	matters	of	opinion,	but	they	are	stated	as	if	they	are	facts	and	backed	up	with	evidence.	Any	time	you	make	a	debatable
statement	in	writing	that	is	backed	up	with	facts	and/or	other	types	of	evidence,	you	are	using	a	claim.	Argumentative	claims	don't	have	to	be	complex,	but	they	do	have	to	be	more	than	just	a	fact-based	statement	that	is	obviously	true.	Instead,	claims	should	be	statements	that	are	up	for	debate.	As	a	writer,	your	goal	is	to	effectively	argue	in	favor	of
your	claim.	Review	the	examples	below	to	develop	a	better	understanding	of	what	is	a	claim	in	an	essay.	statement	-	If	you	open	an	essay	by	stating,	"I	own	a	cell	phone,"	this	is	not	an	example	of	a	claim	in	writing.	Assuming	that	you	do,	in	fact,	own	a	cell	phone,	this	is	just	a	statement	of	fact.	It	is	not	something	that	is	arguable.	claim	-	If	you	open	by
stating,	"Every	middle	school	student	should	have	their	own	cell	phone,"	this	is	a	claim.	This	is	not	something	that	everyone	agrees	upon.	Your	paper	will	need	to	focus	on	supporting	this	claim	with	evidence.	Claims	are	common	in	different	types	of	writing,	including	documents	created	for	school	assignments	or	in	the	professional	world.
argumentative	essays	-	These	essays	focus	on	an	issue	that	is	controversial,	presenting	evidence	that	backs	up	the	writer's	claim.	research	papers	-	Academic	research	papers	are	designed	specifically	to	provide	evidence	to	confirm	or	refute	the	writer's	hypothesis,	which	is	a	type	of	claim.	literary	analysis	-	When	engaged	in	literary	analysis,	writers
make	a	claim	about	a	literary	work,	then	provide	evidence	from	it	to	support	their	claim.	persuasive	essays	-	Persuasive	essays	are	a	type	of	argumentative	essay.	They	use	fact-based	information	as	evidence	to	back	up	a	writer's	claim.	persuasive	speeches	-	Persuasive	speeches	are	presented	orally,	but	many	start	with	an	outline	focused	on	providing
evidence	for	a	primary	claim.	persuasive	memos	-	Persuasive	memos	are	often	designed	to	convince	readers	to	believe	or	act	on	a	claim	backed	up	by	evidence.	In	order	to	back	up	a	claim	in	writing,	you	will	need	to	provide	evidence.	Evidence	is	information	that	provides	proof	of	or	support	for	an	idea.	Your	claim	statement	should	be	a	logical
conclusion	that	you	reached	as	a	result	of	reviewing	and	understanding	valid,	reliable	evidence.	Rather	than	expecting	readers	to	simply	believe	that	your	claim	is	true,	you'll	need	to	provide	them	with	evidence	they	can	consider	to	reach	their	own	conclusion.	There	are	many	types	of	evidence:	direct	observation	of	a	phenomenon	or
occurrenceprimary	research,	such	as	an	experiment	or	content	analysissynthesis	of	secondary	research,	such	as	a	literature	review	information	gathered	from	investigative	interviews	facts,	statistics	or	other	data	expert	opinions	examples	of	past	behavior	It's	important	to	be	aware	that	the	fact	you	can	find	evidence	in	favor	of	your	claim	does	not
necessarily	mean	that	your	claim	is	a	factual	statement.	There	is	also	just	as	much	evidence	against	a	claim	as	there	is	evidence	for	them.	The	idea	of	making	a	claim	in	writing	is	to	present	a	logical,	fact-based	argument	for	the	claim	that	you	are	making.	Review	a	few	examples	of	argumentative	claims	to	help	clarify	what	is	a	claim	in	writing.	These
examples	can	help	you	identify	claims	when	reading	works	of	writing,	as	well	as	provide	you	with	inspiration	when	you	need	to	write	a	claim	statement.	College	students	today	should	focus	on	learning	skills	that	will	qualify	them	to	work	effectively	in	a	virtual	environment.	School	uniforms	help	promote	an	inclusive	educational	environment	for	all
students,	regardless	of	socioeconomic	status.	In	light	of	the	severity	of	recent	hurricanes,	living	near	the	coast	is	becoming	increasingly	hazardous.	Yoga	provides	both	physical	and	mental	health	benefits.	Concrete	is	the	best	building	material	for	residential	structures.	Children	under	the	age	of	12	should	not	be	allowed	to	have	social	media	profiles.
Spending	more	than	an	hour	per	day	on	housework	is	a	waste	of	time.	People	who	get	at	least	10,000	steps	per	day	are	healthier	than	those	who	don't.	Eating	too	many	carbohydrates	is	the	primary	reason	some	people	are	overweight.	Dining	in	restaurants	is	actually	more	economical	for	individuals	or	couples	than	cooking	at	home.	Note	that	the
statements	above	are	not	commonly	accepted	facts.	You	may	agree	with	some	of	these,	but	chances	are	that	you	don't	agree	with	all	of	them.	Each	example	above	is	a	matter	of	opinion.	If	you	write	about	any	of	these,	you	will	need	to	back	up	with	evidence	in	an	effort	to	prove	your	point.	Readers	will	decide	whether	or	not	they	agree	with	your
argument	base	on	how	effectively	you	make	your	point,	as	well	as	their	own	knowledge	and/or	opinion	about	the	topic.	An	argumentative	claim	will	generally	appear	in	the	first	paragraph	of	a	document.	The	claim	statement	is	usually	paired	with	a	hook	to	form	the	introductory	paragraph	of	an	essay	or	other	document.	The	hook	is	designed	to	capture
reader	interest	so	they	will	want	to	learn	more,	while	the	claim	statement	lets	them	know	what	point	will	be	argued	in	the	paper.	When	someone	presents	an	alternative	argument	to	your	claim,	that	is	a	counterclaim.	Another	word	for	a	counterclaim	is	a	rebuttal.	When	someone	presents	a	counterclaim,	they	are	making	a	claim	of	their	own.	It	will	be
up	to	them	to	state	their	counterclaim,	then	seek	to	back	it	up	with	evidence	(just	as	you	did	when	making	the	initial	claim).	claim	-	making	an	argument	and	backing	it	up	with	evidencecounterclaim	-	presenting	a	rebuttal	to	a	claim	and	backing	it	up	with	evidence	Debates	involve	claims	(arguments)	and	counterclaims	(rebuttals).	When	people
participate	in	a	debate,	they	prepare	arguments	for	their	claims	and	deliver	strong	rebuttals	to	the	claims	of	their	opponents.	Now	that	you	know	what	a	claim	is	in	writing,	consider	taking	a	deeper	dive	into	how	this	communication	strategy	can	be	used	in	writing	and	face-to-face	communication.	Start	by	exploring	key	ways	the	terms	argument	and
debate	differ.	From	there,	investigate	how	examples	of	rhetoric	can	be	used	as	a	tool	to	persuade	and	motivate.
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