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Statement	of	purpose	analysis	by	CEG	Grad	School	coaches	Christine	Rose,	Kathy	Liu,	Kristin	Joys,	&	Carlos	A.	In	this	guide,	we’ll	discuss	what	a	statement	of	purpose	is	and	the	content	and	structural	options	that	go	into	crafting	a	strong	statement	of	purpose	(often	referred	to	as	an	SoP).	Then,	we’ll	offer	7	statement	of	purpose	examples	with	in-
depth	analysis	from	our	grad	school	admission	coaches,	so	you	can	understand	how	to	create	your	own	statement	of	purpose	for	your	grad	school	applications.		A	statement	of	purpose	is	a	core	component	of	an	application	for	graduate	school.	Its	primary	job	is	to	convince	the	admissions	committee	that	you	should	be	admitted	to	their	specific
program.	As	you’ll	see	in	the	examples	and	analysis	below,	demonstrating	that	you’ve	done	your	homework	on	the	program	you’re	applying	to	and	that	you	and	the	grad	program	fit	each	other	well	is	essential.A	grad	school	statement	of	purpose	is	first	and	foremost	an	academic	statement.	That	is,	it	is	not	a	personal	essay	like	your	undergrad
application	essay	was	(although	it	should	include	carefully	selected	details	from	your	personal	life	insofar	as	they	support	your	candidacy).	Neither	is	it	a	creative	writing	piece	(although	the	more	well-crafted	the	sentences	and	the	more	uncommon	the	vocabulary,	the	better).	Before	you	start	to	write	a	statement	of	purpose,	you’ll	need	to	spend	time
thoroughly	researching	the	programs	and	schools	you	plan	to	apply	to:	You	should	have	a	clear	understanding	of	their	mission	statements,	and	be	able	to	show	how	your	values	align	with	theirs.Take	detailed	notes	of	faculty	whose	research	or	academic	interests	align	with	yours.	Below,	you’ll	see	examples	of	how	you	can	directly	weave	them	into	your
SoP	to	demonstrate	fit,	and	we’ll	offer	further	guidance	on	what	and	how	to	research	in	our	analysis,	so	you	can	understand	it	in	the	context	of	concrete	examples.Depending	on	your	circumstances,	we’d	recommend	possibly	reaching	out	to	faculty	who	could	serve	as	potential	mentors	and	with	whom	you’d	like	to	collaborate.Because	requirements
vary	from	school	to	school,	be	sure	to	closely	adhere	to	any	guidelines	the	school	offers.	Follow	prompts	and	word	counts	carefully.With	that	preliminary	work	in	mind…	While	the	first	statement	of	purpose	example	below	has	five	paragraphs,	you’ll	notice	that	the	other	examples	that	follow	it	range	from	four	paragraphs	to	seven.	We	point	this	out	so
you	understand	that	there	isn’t	a	single	“correct”	structure	to	follow.	Instead,	you	should	feel	free	to	divvy	up	your	statement	as	you	see	fit,	so	long	as	you	follow	the	schools	requirements	and	cover	your	required	subject	matter	of	the	following:WHATYour	accomplishments	(The	scholarly	past	that	brings	you	to	the	current	moment	(classes,	studies,
majors,	ideas,	research,	jobs,	internships,	publications,	etc.)Your	goals	(scholarly,	professional,	and	humanistic),	both	for	your	time	in	grad	school	and	afterward.	What	your	research	questions	are.	What	issues,	challenges,	or	problems	do	you	hope	to	solve	(or	at	least	contribute	to	solving)?What’s	driving	you?	What	are	your	stakes?	Who	or	what	else
stands	to	benefit	from	your	work?WHYYour	motivations:	The	“why”	of	it	all.	(Why	this?	Why	now?)Why	this	program	and	why	these	professors?	(The	more	precise,	the	better)HOWHow	do	you	plan	on	going	about	finding	answers	to	your	questions?How	will	you	spend	your	time	in	graduate	school?How	will	you	take	advantage	of	what	this	program	and
university	offer	(professors,	classes,	institutes,	training,	colloquia,	conferences,	labs,	etc.)?That	said,	you’ll	notice	that	the	statement	of	purpose	examples	below	generally	all	follow	a	standard	pattern	of:For	example,	the	first	statement	of	purpose	example	below	uses	this	structure:Paragraph	one:	IntroductionParagraph	two:	Background
preparationParagraph	three:	Areas	of	study	+	naming	professorsParagraph	four:	Relevant	experienceParagraph	five:	ConclusionTo	address	the	WHAT,	WHY,	and	HOW.	(See	detailed	analysis	below)The	intro	section	of	your	SoP	should	clearly	set	up	why	you	are	applying	to	this	program	(whether	setting	up	the	origins	of	your	academic	focus,	or
directly	stating	your	intentions).	It’s	helpful	to	grab	your	reader’s	attention,	but	if,	for	example,	you	open	with	a	brief	anecdote,	be	sure	it	clearly	thematically	ties	to	your	academic	interests.Keep	in	mind	that	it	can	actually	be	easier	to	write	a	placeholder	intro	until	you’ve	written	the	body	and	conclusion.	Once	you’ve	drafted	those,	it	can	be	easier	to
craft	an	intro	section	that	leads	into	them,	since	you’ll	actually	know	where	you’re	heading.In	the	main	body,	you’ll	offer	clear,	direct	evidence	of	the	WHAT,	WHY,	and	HOW	above	by	including	details	regardingyour	academic	and/or	professional	preparation	for	the	programyour	fit	with	the	program’s	mission/values/academic	focus	(and	show	that
you’ve	thoroughly	done	your	homework)your	strengths	and	weaknessesyour	goals	and/or	(possibly)	your	career	plansSpecificity	is	key	here:	A	significant	chunk	of	any	SofP	must	address	the	candidate’s	academic	qualifications	and	preparedness	for	graduate	studies.A	“must”	for	any	SofP	regardless	of	field	is	to	address	both	what	the	applicant
proposes	to	study	and	with	whom.	The	length	and	depth	of	the	“what”	can	range	widely,	from	a	sentence	or	two,	to	a	lengthy	proposal	that	delves	into	the	intricacies	of	topic,	time	period,	sources,	methodologies,	theories,	and	approaches.	For	master’s	degrees,	it’s	fine	to	remain	somewhat	general;	for	doctoral	programs,	you	will	want	to	dig	more
deeply	into	current	scholarship	to	demonstrate	that	you’ve	done	your	research	and	are	capable	of	contributing	original	work	to	the	field.Naming	the	professor/s	whose	work	aligns	with	your	own	is	critical.	Think	of	this	step	as	a	way	to	situate	yourself	within	a	conversation	that	is	currently	taking	place	in	your	field,	whether	in	person	at	academic
conferences	or	in	writing	through	journal	articles,	book	reviews,	and	other	publications.	This	is	the	single	most	important	way	to	show	that	you	take	that	particular	program	seriously	and	that	you	are	not	simply	copy/pasting	your	statement	and	sending	it	out	to	as	many	programs	as	you	can	think	of,	crossing	your	fingers	that	one	will	say	yes.	This	is
just	like	the	“Why	Us?”	(note:	there’s	a	research	chart	at	that	link	that	you	can	use)	and	“Why	X	Major?”	supplemental	essays	you	likely	wrote	when	applying	to	college.	The	more	research	you	do,	the	better.	You’ll	want	to	search	until	you	find	something	to	discuss	that	isn’t	on	the	department’s	home	page	…	something	that	demonstrates	Applicant-
Program	Fit	(APF).Once	you	learn	about	the	research	interests	of	the	professors	in	the	department,	keep	going!	Do	a	Google	Scholar	search	and	read	their	recent	publications.	Read	their	own	websites.	Find	out	what	scholars	they	frequently	cite,	what	kinds	of	questions	they	are	asking,	what	inspires	or	troubles	them,	and	what	methods	they	use	to
answer	their	questions.	Follow	the	links	wherever	they	lead.	You’ll	want	to	learn	enough	about	the	debates	and	discussions	in	your	proposed	area	to	feel	confident	that	your	SofP	meets	the	following	criteria:It’s	relevant	to	the	professors	in	the	department	you’d	be	joining;It’s	up-to-date	regarding	the	state	of	knowledge	in	the	field;It	asks	the	same	or
similar	kinds	of	“big”	questions	that	the	professor/s	ask	so	that	even	if	your	specific	topic	isn’t	a	match,	your	questions,	goals,	perspectives,	methods,	and/or	stakes	complement	theirs;	Your	qualifications	and	career	goals	are	comparable	to	current	students	or	recent	graduates.Each	university	sets	its	own	length	limitations	for	the	SofP,	ranging	from
one	page	to	unlimited	pages.	Keep	in	mind	that	they	will	have	your	transcript,	resume,	and	letters	of	recommendation,	so	there’s	no	need	to	waste	space	by	merely	repeating	that	information.	Instead,	address	how	your	background	shaped	the	trajectory	of	your	ideas	and	goals.	You	might	ballpark	about	25%	of	your	statement	dedicated	to	background
preparation	and	qualifications	and	adjust	as	needed.The	conclusion	of	your	statement	of	purpose	should	bring	a	sense	of	closure	to	your	writing.	You	can	recap	a	bit,	but	in	general,	you	don’t	need	to	summarize	all	that	you’ve	just	said.	Unless	your	SoP	is	several	pages	long,	your	reader	will	remember—they	just	read	it.But	it	can	be	very	useful	to	leave
your	reader	with	a	final	insight,	and	to	perhaps	frame	your	path	and	exploration	heading	forward	(whether	career	plans	after	your	degree	program,	or	questions	you	hope	to	continue	to	explore	and	issues	you	hope	to	help	resolve).	Help	your	readers	to	see	that	you	are	ready	for	this	next	step,	and	that	their	program	is	where	you	belong.	Length	of	a
statement	of	purpose	depends	on	the	specific	program’s	requirements:	Each	school	will	have	different	limits.	As	such	(and	we’re	repeating	this	because	it’s	essential),	be	sure	to	thoroughly	read	through	the	program’s	website	and	adhere	to	any	and	all	guidelines	they	offer.	Below,	we’ll	offer	7	successful	statement	of	purpose	examples,	with	in-depth
analysis.Statement	of	purpose	example	1The	following	example	statement	of	purpose	was	written	as	part	of	a	successful	application	for	Yale	Divinity	School.Overview	and	analysis	written	by	Christine	Rose.	Want	to	work	with	Christine	through	your	grad	school	admissions	process?	Schedule	a	call	with	our	team	to	learn	more	here.Overview:During
the	years	that	I	served	on	the	Ph.D.	admissions	committee	for	a	highly	selective	graduate	program,	what	I	looked	forward	to	the	most	was	studying	how	each	candidate	crafted	their	statement	of	purpose	(SofP).	No	two	were	exactly	alike.	Even	if	they	covered	all	of	their	bases,	which	every	strong	SofP	must,	the	thinkers	and	scholarship	that	were
foundational	for	their	respective	graduate	school	goals	differed,	as	did	their	proposed	focus,	their	personal	and	theoretical	investments,	their	rhetorical	flourishes,	their	nuanced	insights,	and	the	life	experiences	that	lead	them	to	seek	this	particular	degree	from	this	particular	institution.		The	SofP	that	I	analyze	below	was	used	to	apply	to	Mat	Yale
Divinity	School	(YDS).	For	readers	unfamiliar	with	MARs,	they	are	generally	two-year	programs	consisting	of	the	academic	study	of	religious	histories,	texts,	art,	belief	systems,	and	institutions	alongside	practical,	real-world	chances	to	serve	within	a	community	such	as	a	hospital,	shelter,	assisted	living	facility,	synagogue,	mosque,	or	church.	It	is	a
degree	open	to	anyone	of	any	faith—or	lack	thereof.	Yes,	agnostics,	“spiritual-but-not-religious,”	and	even	some	atheists	who	are	drawn	to	careers	in	service,	activism,	justice,	and	community	organizing	have	opted	to	go	to	divinity	school.This	SofP	gained	the	author	admission	to	many	of	America’s	most	competitive	programs:	Yale	Divinity	School,
Harvard	Divinity	School,	Princeton	Theological	Seminary,	Boston	College	School	of	Theology	&	Ministry,	Boston	University	School	of	Theology,	and	Union	Theological	Seminary.	Read	it	in	full	first,	or	scroll	down	for	a	paragraph-by-paragraph	analysis.I	Will	Remember	JuniaIn	the	introduction	to	her	literary-feminist	exegesis,	Texts	of	Terror,	Phyllis
Trible	writes	that	stories	are	the	“style	and	substance”	of	our	existence,	that	they	“fashion	and	fill”	our	lives.	Trible’s	assertion	is	certainly	true	of	my	own	life:	I	consumed	stories	ravenously	as	a	child,	and	they	have	defined	my	personal	and	academic	life	thus	far.	My	life	has	also	been	defined	by	the	Christian	faith.	Ironically,	I	never	engaged	with	the
stories	most	Christians	hold	dearest	until	I	enrolled	in	my	first	religious	studies	course,	Christian	history,	as	a	first-year	at	Grinnell	College.	In	this	course,	I	was	rattled	by	the	realization	that	the	Bible	had	“fashioned	and	filled”	the	world	around	me,	my	church,	the	underpinnings	of	ideas	and	systems	I	came	in	contact	with	daily,	and,	perhaps	most
alarming,	the	morals	and	values	I	had	inherited	and	chosen,	without	my	slightest	awareness.	As	the	course	continued	on,	I	learned	about	the	first	female	apostle	and	was	deeply	struck	by	the	ease	with	which	a	14th-century	translation	erased	female	leadership	from	the	Bible.	On	the	final	exam	to	this	course,	I	was	asked	“what	will	you	be	taking
away?”	My	answer	was	immediate:	I	will	remember	Junia.I	spent	much	of	my	undergraduate	career	after	this	studying	literature	and	learning	to	write	my	own	narratives	as	an	English	major—a	pursuit	which,	continually,	drew	me	back	to	the	themes	I	studied	in	courses	for	a	Religious	Studies	minor.	This	range	of	academic	focus	allowed	me	to	enter
my	first	Biblical	Studies	course	with	an	eye	not	only	for	theology,	but	with	the	skills	to	study	literary	elements	such	as	narrative	structure,	genre	tropes,	and	source	study.	Further,	the	tension	that	arose	when	I	began	to	grapple	with	the	Bible	as	a	piece	of	literature	alongside	its	value	as	my	Holy	book,	was,	and	continues	to	be,	unexplainably	thrilling.
Consideration	of	the	text’s	discontinuities	and	human	errors	in	academic	discourse	has	enhanced	and	complicated	my	personal	reading	of	scripture;	likewise,	I	believe	my	identity	as	a	woman	of	faith	has	enhanced	and	complicated	what	I	contribute	to	an	academic	discourse.	I	cannot	analyze	a	story	like	the	rape	of	Tamar	in	2	Samuel	rhetorically	or
historically	without	also	considering	modern,	female	readership.	The	challenge	of	considering	these	texts	and	stories	holistically	is	precisely	what	I	want	to	lean	into	in	my	graduate	studies.		My	academic	interests	are	primarily	in	studying	New	Testament	and	Biblical	Greek,	as	well	as	early	Christian	history,	through	the	lens	of	women,	gender,	and
sexuality.	My	curiosity	also	extends	to	the	extracanonical	and	gnostic	texts.	In	pursuing	Yale	Divinity’s	M.A.	in	Religion	with	a	New	Testament	concentration,	I	believe	I	will	most	fully	be	able	to	delve	into	the	intersections	of	these	ideas.	I	am	particularly	intrigued	by	Professor	Michal	Beth	Dinkler’s	research	in	applying	contemporary	literary	theory	to
New	Testament	scholarship,	as	her	work	resonates	closely	with	the	questions	I	have	asked	most	often	as	a	student.	In	addition	to	my	intellectual	curiosities,	I	prepare	this	application	while	simultaneously	engaging	in	vocational	discernment	through	a	2020-21	service	year	with	the	New	York	Service	&	Justice	Collaborative,	an	affiliate	of	the	Episcopal
Service	Corps.	Here,	I	am	able	to	serve	35	hours	each	week	with	a	nonprofit	which	works	to	create	communities	of	belonging	for	people	with	and	without	intellectual	and	developmental	disabilities.	I	am	serving	alongside	our	executive	director	as	the	second	employee.	This	work	has	given	me	an	education	in	disability	advocacy,	theology,	and	the
injustices	caused	by	ableism,	and	has	also	granted	me	the	experience	of	witnessing	nonprofit	work	from	the	ground	level.	With	the	Service	Corps,	I	am	also	spending	one	day	each	week	in	servant	leadership	and	social	justice	focused	“faith	formation”.	As	someone	who	has	continually	been	drawn	to	leadership	roles	in	the	past,	I	have	valued	the
chance	to	think	about	leadership	intentionally	and	critically.	Yale	Divinity’s	Transformational	Leadership	program	appeals	to	me	as	an	outstanding	support	for	my	vocational	discernment	process,	and	as	continuing	the	leadership	training	I	have	just	started.It	would	be	negligent	of	what	I	hope	to	experience	in	a	program	such	as	Yale	Divinity	School’s
M.A.R.	to	state	with	certainty	my	current	inclination	that	I	will	use	this	degree	to	pursue	a	career	in	education	or	public	service.	I	wholeheartedly	expect	that	my	time	in	this	degree	program	would	radically	reshape	my	approach	to	Biblical	studies,	as	well	as	my	current	understanding	of	how	I	want	to	contribute	to	the	world.	Although	I	did	not	take
New	Testament	courses	during	my	time	as	an	undergraduate,	I	believe	that	my	academic	background	and	my	interest	in	studying	Biblical	Greek	will	allow	me	to	succeed	in	this	track.	I	am	confident	that	the	programming	at	Yale	Divinity	School	would	both	challenge	and	encourage	me	in	vocational	discernment,	and	grant	me	the	opportunity	to	learn
and	contribute	my	ideas	to	the	field	of	Biblical	studies.—	—	—IN-DEPTH	ANALYSISPARAGRAPH	ONE:	INTRODUCTIONIn	the	introduction	to	her	literary-feminist	exegesis,	Texts	of	Terror,	Phyllis	Trible	writes	that	stories	are	the	“style	and	substance”	of	our	existence,	that	they	“fashion	and	fill”	our	lives.	Trible’s	assertion	is	certainly	true	of	my	own
life:	I	consumed	stories	ravenously	as	a	child,	and	they	have	defined	my	personal	and	academic	life	thus	far.	My	life	has	also	been	defined	by	the	Christian	faith.	Ironically,	I	never	engaged	with	the	stories	most	Christians	hold	dearest	until	I	enrolled	in	my	first	religious	studies	course,	Christian	history,	as	a	first-year	at	Grinnell	College.	In	this	course,
I	was	rattled	by	the	realization	that	the	Bible	had	“fashioned	and	filled”	the	world	around	me,	my	church,	the	underpinnings	of	ideas	and	systems	I	came	in	contact	with	daily,	and,	perhaps	most	alarming,	the	morals	and	values	I	had	inherited	and	chosen,	without	my	slightest	awareness.	As	the	course	continued	on,	I	learned	about	the	first	female
apostle	and	was	deeply	struck	by	the	ease	with	which	a	14th-century	translation	erased	female	leadership	from	the	Bible.	On	the	final	exam	to	this	course,	I	was	asked	“what	will	you	be	taking	away?”	My	answer	was	immediate:	I	will	remember	Junia.—	—	—ANALYSISI’m	assuming	most	of	you	are	wondering	who	Junia	is.	One	might	expect	the	author
to	offer	her	background	in	the	rest	of	the	SofP,	but	in	this	case,	our	expectation	would	be	disappointed,	so	here’s	some	background.	Junia	is	mentioned	only	once	in	the	Christian	Bible,	in	the	Old	Testament	(Paul’s	epistle	to	the	Romans,	chapter	16	verse	7).	From	biblical	scholarship,	we	know	that	Junia	was	a	woman	who	worked	alongside	Paul,	the
Greek-speaking	Jewish	guy	from	Asia	Minor	who	spread	the	message	of	Christianity	in	the	first	century.	As	they	went	from	town	to	town	shaking	things	up	and	announcing	that	Jesus	was	the	son	of	God,	they	became	a	threat	to	local	authorities	and	both	were	imprisoned.	The	significance	is	not	that	she’s	supposed	to	have	done	or	said	anything	highly
memorable	(scandalous,	miraculous,	radical,	deplorable,	etc.).	Her	historical	noteworthiness	is	that	in	the	14th	century,	some	scribe	somewhere	added	an	‘s’	to	her	name,	which	effectively	turned	her	into	a	man.	Similar	to	how	if	one	changed	the	final	‘a’	to	an	‘o’	in	names	like	Claudia,	Maria,	or	Julia,	readers	would	no	longer	assume	a	female	referent
but	would	rather	assume	the	person	in	question	was	a	guy.	Thus	by	centering	the	first	paragraph	around	Junia,	the	author	is	further	situating	herself	within	the	history	of	feminist	scholarship	that	she	had	already	laid	the	groundwork	for	in	the	opening	sentence	by	referring	to	“literary-feminist	exegesis”	(exegesis	=	critical	interpretation	of
scripture).	Now	let’s	look	at	the	opening	sentence:	“In	the	introduction	to	her	literary-feminist	exegesis,	Texts	of	Terror,	Phyllis	Trible	writes	that	stories	are	the	“style	and	substance”	of	our	existence,	that	they	“fashion	and	fill”	our	lives.”	—	—	—What	I	like	about	this	opener	is	that:It	shares	some	of	the	author’s	values	(feminism,	the	power	of
narrative	and	storytelling	to	create	meaning).	It	engages	with	a	specific	scholar,	text,	and	concept	and	thereby	avoids	generalities.It’s	exceedingly	unlikely	that	other	candidates	that	year	wrote	a	similar	first	sentence,	which	means	that	it	wasNot	predictable	and	not	formulaicThe	book	she	refers	to,	Texts	of	Terror:	Literary-Feminist	Readings	of
Biblical	Narratives,	was	written	by	a	renowned	feminist	biblical	scholar	and	based	on	a	series	of	lectures	she	delivered	at	Yale.	The	admissions	committee	reading	this	SofP	would	be	familiar	with	the	text	and	that	lecture	series,	and	so	it	additionally	demonstrates	that	this	applicant	has	done	her	homework	and	knows	the	specificities	of	what	kinds	of
scholarship	Yale’s	Divinity	School	has	supported	in	the	past.	If	I	were	to	point	to	any	weaknesses,	I	would	note	that	the	idea	she	summarizes	is	not	original.	That	said,	the	many	strengths	far	outweigh	the	one	weakness.	One	final	note	about	the	hook:	I	like	it	in	part	because	of	its	simplicity.	Oftentimes,	we	paralyze	ourselves	with	fear	by	telling
ourselves	that	our	first	sentence	has	to	be	mind-bogglingly	brilliant,	when	the	truth	is	that	it	simply	must	be	thoroughly	designed	to	inform	the	reader	of	something	critical	we	hope	to	accomplish	in	our	graduate	studies.	Again,	a	grad	school	statement	of	purpose	is	first	and	foremost	an	academic	statement.	In	this	case,	by	placing	herself	in
conversation	with	an	influential	scholar	in	the	field,	the	author	demonstrates	from	the	get-go	that	she	brings	knowledge	of	the	field	that	she	feels	she	is	ready	to	embark	upon	at	Yale.Moving	on,	the	rest	of	the	paragraph	builds	upon	the	power	of	stories,	specifically	within	the	Christian	faith,	and	the	author	situates	herself	both	personally	(as	a
Christian)	and	academically	(as	a	student	of	Christian	history).	By	far	the	best	sentence	in	this	paragraph	is	where	the	author	admits	to	being	“rattled”	by	the	realization	that	so	much	of	her	life	had	been	“fashioned	and	filled”	by	the	Bible	unbeknownst	to	her.	I	like	this	for	two	reasons.	First:	rattled.	It’s	a	cool	word!	Uncommon,	yet	familiar.	It
precisely	names	an	emotion	we’ve	all	felt	upon	occasion,	an	experience	that	is	akin	to	the	“Aha”	or	Eureka	moment	of	sudden	realization	or	insight	that	psychologists	have	long	studied.	But	there	is	an	added	connotation	of	dread	or	fear.	Psychologically,	it	takes	courage	to	probe	deeply	into	what	we’ve	been	rattled	by,	so	…The	second	reason	this
stands	out	is	that	this	sentence	shows	something	about	the	author’s	maturity,	ability	for	self-reflection,	and	character.	In	the	remainder	of	the	paragraph,	the	author	ties	the	feminist,	literary,	Biblical,	and	historical	strands	together	by	sharing	her	discovery	of	the	14th-century	erasure	of	a	female	character	from	Biblical	stories.	PARAGRAPH	TWO:
BACKGROUND	PREPARATIONI	spent	much	of	my	undergraduate	career	after	this	studying	literature	and	learning	to	write	my	own	narratives	as	an	English	major—a	pursuit	which,	continually,	drew	me	back	to	the	themes	I	studied	in	courses	for	a	Religious	Studies	minor.	This	range	of	academic	focus	allowed	me	to	enter	my	first	Biblical	Studies
course	with	an	eye	not	only	for	theology,	but	with	the	skills	to	study	literary	elements	such	as	narrative	structure,	genre	tropes,	and	source	study.	Further,	the	tension	that	arose	when	I	began	to	grapple	with	the	Bible	as	a	piece	of	literature	alongside	its	value	as	my	Holy	book,	was,	and	continues	to	be,	unexplainably	thrilling.	Consideration	of	the
text’s	discontinuities	and	human	errors	in	academic	discourse	has	enhanced	and	complicated	my	personal	reading	of	scripture;	likewise,	I	believe	my	identity	as	a	woman	of	faith	has	enhanced	and	complicated	what	I	contribute	to	an	academic	discourse.	I	cannot	analyze	a	story	like	the	rape	of	Tamar	in	2	Samuel	rhetorically	or	historically	without
also	considering	modern,	female	readership.	The	challenge	of	considering	these	texts	and	stories	holistically	is	precisely	what	I	want	to	lean	into	in	my	graduate	studies.	—	—	—ANALYSISA	significant	chunk	of	any	SofP	must	address	the	candidate’s	academic	qualifications	and	preparedness	for	graduate	studies.	While	the	author	doesn’t	go	into	depth,
she	briefly	explains	how	her	undergraduate	major	(English)	and	minor	(Religious	Studies)	prepared	her	to	wrestle	with	hermeneutic	challenges	that	could	easily	present	themselves	to	a	feminist	scholar	of	a	religious	text	that	contains	repeated	references	to	sexual	assault	and	the	subordination	of	women.Sidebar:	It’s	often—but	not	always—
appropriate	to	share	relevant	personal	identificatory	information	(here,	the	applicant’s	religion	because	she’s	applying	to	divinity	school;	in	other	cases,	insofar	as	the	information	strengthens	the	overall	application	or	helps	tell	the	story	that	prepared	the	person	to	apply	for	X	degree,	it	might	be	worthwhile	to	share	nationality,	age,	disability,
sexuality,	gender	identity,	geographic	origin,	race,	class,	and/or	ethnicity).		My	academic	interests	are	primarily	in	studying	New	Testament	and	Biblical	Greek,	as	well	as	early	Christian	history,	through	the	lens	of	women,	gender,	and	sexuality.	My	curiosity	also	extends	to	the	extracanonical	and	gnostic	texts.	In	pursuing	Yale	Divinity’s	M.A.	in
Religion	with	a	New	Testament	concentration,	I	believe	I	will	most	fully	be	able	to	delve	into	the	intersections	of	these	ideas.	I	am	particularly	intrigued	by	Professor	Michal	Beth	Dinkler’s	research	in	applying	contemporary	literary	theory	to	New	Testament	scholarship,	as	her	work	resonates	closely	with	the	questions	I	have	asked	most	often	as	a
student.—	—	—As	discussed	in	the	intro,	a	“must”	for	any	SoP	is	to	address	what	the	applicant	proposes	to	study	and	with	whom.	The	paragraph	above	does	so	clearly	and	directly,	in	particular	citing	a	professor	(Dinkler)	whose	work	aligns	with	the	writer’s	interests,	demonstrating	both	that	she’s	done	her	homework	on	the	program	(one	vital	element
of	an	SoP)	and	that	she	and	the	program/faculty	align	well	regarding	values	and	focus.To	be	sure	your	SoP	demonstrates	Applicant-Program	Fit,	plan	on	spending	a	good	amount	of	time	researching	the	professors	and	their	interests	in	the	departments	you’re	applying	to.	Explore	their	publications	and	websites,	the	questions	they’re	asking	and	how
they	answer	them.	Build	a	doc	containing	this	research,	so	that	once	you	dive	into	writing	and	revising	your	SoP,	you	can	weave	in	details	that	show	how	you	and	the	department	fit	together.	As	always,	the	depth	of	research,	level	of	scholarship,	and	degree	of	originality	differs	significantly,	depending	on	whether	you	are	seeking	a	master’s	or	doctoral
degree.	If	you	are	applying	for	a	master’s	degree,	you	don’t	need	to	do	as	much	research	on	the	specific	professors,	although	mentioning	a	few	is	always	in	order.	You	also	don’t	need	to	know	what	that	professor	is	currently	working	on	or	plans	to	work	on	next,	because	master’s	degrees	offer	a	general	mastery	of	a	field	and	are	less	dependent	on	the
student’s	original	contributions.PARAGRAPH	FOUR:	RELEVANT	EXPERIENCEIn	addition	to	my	intellectual	curiosities,	I	prepare	this	application	while	simultaneously	engaging	in	vocational	discernment	through	a	2020-21	service	year	with	the	New	York	Service	&	Justice	Collaborative,	an	affiliate	of	the	Episcopal	Service	Corps.	Here,	I	am	able	to
serve	35	hours	each	week	with	a	nonprofit	which	works	to	create	communities	of	belonging	for	people	with	and	without	intellectual	and	developmental	disabilities.	I	am	serving	alongside	our	executive	director	as	the	second	employee.	This	work	has	given	me	an	education	in	disability	advocacy,	theology,	and	the	injustices	caused	by	ableism,	and	has
also	granted	me	the	experience	of	witnessing	nonprofit	work	from	the	ground	level.	With	the	Service	Corps,	I	am	also	spending	one	day	each	week	in	servant	leadership	and	social	justice	focused	“faith	formation”.	As	someone	who	has	continually	been	drawn	to	leadership	roles	in	the	past,	I	have	valued	the	chance	to	think	about	leadership
intentionally	and	critically.	Yale	Divinity’s	Transformational	Leadership	program	appeals	to	me	as	an	outstanding	support	for	my	vocational	discernment	process,	and	as	continuing	the	leadership	training	I	have	just	started.ANALYSISThis	paragraph	addresses	the	author’s	current	position	insofar	as	it	dovetails	with	Yale	Divinity’s	mission.	Read	this
from	the	YDS	website:“We	stand	between	the	more	strictly	academic	approach	of	a	department	of	religion	and	the	more	practical,	parochial	orientation	of	the	seminaries.	We	educate	and	prepare	the	scholars,	ministers,	and	leaders	of	the	future.”YDS	values	service	and	leadership,	so	by	combining	her	commitment	to	inclusive	communities,	social
justice,	conscientious	leadership,	and	disability	advocacy,	she	places	herself	firmly	within	Yale’s	reputation	for	valuing	diversity,	serving	local	communities	both	secular	and	religious,	and	leaning	left-of-center.	Finally,	she	“talks	the	talk”:	in	the	Christian	tradition,	discernment	means	more	than	its	common	denotation	of	the	ability	to	judge	right	from
wrong	(truth	from	falsehood,	etc.)	wisely.	It’s	a	term	that	refers	to	the	ability	to	approach	all	aspects	of	life	biblically.	In	some	denominations,	it’s	a	formal	step	on	the	way	to	becoming	a	priest.	Used	in	this	SofP,	it	means	that	the	author	isn’t	100%	certain	of	her	exact	career	goals,	but	that	she	is	committed	to	approaching	her	process	of	inquiry
through	prayer	and	conversations	with	those	at	YDS.	FINAL	PARAGRAPH:	CONCLUSIONIt	would	be	negligent	of	what	I	hope	to	experience	in	a	program	such	as	Yale	Divinity	School’s	M.A.R.	to	state	with	certainty	my	current	inclination	that	I	will	use	this	degree	to	pursue	a	career	in	education	or	public	service.	I	wholeheartedly	expect	that	my	time
in	this	degree	program	would	radically	reshape	my	approach	to	Biblical	studies,	as	well	as	my	current	understanding	of	how	I	want	to	contribute	to	the	world.	Although	I	did	not	take	New	Testament	courses	during	my	time	as	an	undergraduate,	I	believe	that	my	academic	background	and	my	interest	in	studying	Biblical	Greek	will	allow	me	to	succeed
in	this	track.	I	am	confident	that	the	programming	at	Yale	Divinity	School	would	both	challenge	and	encourage	me	in	vocational	discernment,	and	grant	me	the	opportunity	to	learn	and	contribute	my	ideas	to	the	field	of	Biblical	studies.ANALYSISThe	conclusion	in	this	sample	Statement	of	Purpose	turns	toward	the	future	by	addressing	potential
careers.	The	author	comes	across	as	open	to	being	shaped	by	her	experiences,	should	she	attend	YDS.	She	strikes	a	nice	balance	of	being	focused	in	her	academic	interests	yet	malleable	in	her	professional	goals.	This	is	important	to	keep	in	mind	when	writing	your	own	SofP.	If	you	come	across	as	overly	rigid	and	not	open	to	the	guidance	that
professors	have	to	offer,	they	might	question	the	necessity	of	you	studying	in	their	program.	You	want	to	sound	eager	to	take	part	in	dialogue,	take	advantage	of	the	program’s	offerings,	and	learn	through	and	contribute	to	conversations	with	peers	and	mentors.	Statement	of	purpose	grad	school	example	2Overview	and	analysis	by	Carlos	A.Want	to
work	with	Carlos	through	your	grad	school	admissions	process?	Schedule	a	call	with	our	team	to	learn	more	here.Overview:The	statement	of	purpose	example	below	is	geared	towards	application	for	the	Masters	in	Sociology	and	Education	at	the	Teachers	College,	Columbia	University,	one	of	the	oldest	and	top-ranked	education	programs	in	the
nation.	This	applied	degree	program	is	designed	to	give	educators	cross-disciplinary	skills	needed	to	apply	sociological	concepts	to	their	approach	as	educators,	specifically	focusing	on	developing	“sociological	imagination”	to	understand	inequality	discrepancies	in	education	and	how	to	use	this	understanding	to	guide	their	“micro-level	day-to-day
experiences”	as	educators.	As	such,	this	degree	program	seeks	educators	that	would	like	to	continue	their	education	with	an	emphasis	on	how	to	integrate	sociological	understanding	of	macro-level	inequality	in	their	teaching	and	mentorship	pedagogy.	Using	the	Teacher’s	College’s	strong	commitment	to	social	justice	as	a	starting	point,	this	degree
program	provides	students	with	the	tools	needed	to	conduct	both	qualitative	and	quantitative	social	analysis	of	education	to	foster	a	better	understanding	of	the	social,	political,	and	economic	causes	of	inequality	in	the	field	of	education.In	the	forthcoming	statement	of	purpose	analysis,	we	assess	a	solid	statement	of	purpose	(the	applicant	was
accepted	to	the	program)	that	can	also	be	improved	towards	providing	a	competitive	application	for	this	degree	program.	After	all,	a	statement	of	purpose	is	an	academic	statement	designed	to	build	a	thesis	as	to	why	the	academic	interest	of	the	student	is	a	“good	fit”	for	the	academic	program	considered	and	to	signal	ultimate	success	if	selected	for
admission	to	the	department.Specifically,	we	focus	on:Whether	the	applicant	emphasizes	intellectual	interests	congruent	with	the	mission	of	the	education	department’s	degree	programWhether	past	professional	and	personal	experiences	help	shape	these	intellectual	interests,	and	How	completion	of	the	applied	degree	program	will	provide	the
applicant	with	the	skillsets	they	need	to	advance	their	career	objectives	in	the	education	field.Overall,	this	statement	of	purpose,	while	requiring	some	editing,	establishes	a	strong	foundation,	anchoring	a	successful	application	to	a	highly	ranked	applied	education	degree	program.	As	the	specific	analysis	will	show,	the	applicant	draws	on	their	wide-
ranging	professional	experience	in	public	educating	systems	serving	diverse	populations	to	articulate	both	their	intellectual	interests	in	assessing	the	social	causes	of	inequality	in	education	and	identifying	faculty	mentors	to	guide	the	development	of	these	interests	while	in	the	program	towards	their	professional	development	as	educators.Read	it	in
full	first,	or	scroll	down	for	a	paragraph-by-paragraph	analysis.One	of	the	most	prominent	instances	that	made	me	realize	the	deep-seated	educational	disparities	for	minority	and	lower-income	students	occurred	when	I	tested	a	5th	grade	Philadelphia	public	school	student	named	Jenna.	Her	results	revealed	that	Jenna	was	barely	capable	of	reading	on
a	1st	grade	level.	Despite	the	fact	that	my	interaction	with	Jenna	left	me	upset	and	frustrated,	it	catalyzed	my	desire	to	work	towards	narrowing	the	achievement	and	opportunity	gaps	that	students	and	school	systems	encounter	in	our	country.	Pursuing	a	Master’s	degree	in	Sociology	and	Education	at	Teachers	College	will	empower	me	to	better
support	underserved	students	by	gaining	a	comprehensive	understanding	of	the	U.S.	education	system,	engaging	with	professors	who	are	leaders	in	the	field	of	urban	education,	and	acquiring	research	skills	that	will	enable	me	to	critically	analyze	school	systems	from	a	sociological	perspective.	I	am	determined	to	attend	Teachers	College	because	my
goal	is	to	translate	theory	into	practice	while	studying	in	the	heart	of	one	of	the	largest	and	most	diverse	school	districts	in	the	country.	My	experience	as	a	Posse	Scholar	at	Bryn	Mawr	College	and	working	in	the	education	nonprofit	sphere	in	Philadelphia	has	allowed	me	to	interpret	the	education	system	from	a	number	of	diverse	viewpoints.
However,	I	strive	to	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	education	policy,	strategies,	and	theories	in	order	to	further	inform	my	career	in	education,	specifically	within	K-12	reform	and	college	access.After	graduating	Bryn	Mawr	College	as	a	Posse	Foundation	Scholar,	I	recognized	the	transformative	potential	that	a	quality	education	has	on	the	lives	of
students	who	are	products	of	under-resourced	school	districts.	During	my	time	at	Bryn	Mawr	I	took	classes	such	as	Race,	Gender	and	Culture	and	The	Black	Self:	Identity	and	Consciousness	which	dissected	race	and	social	identity	from	a	perspective	that	allowed	me	to	better	understand	systemic	racism	and	how	communities	of	color	shape	and	mold
their	consciousness.	These	courses,	coupled	with	complex	conversations	about	race	and	social	justice,	stimulated	my	passion	to	combat	the	forces	and	mindsets	that	continue	to	disadvantage	minority	youths.	My	involvement	as	a	Posse	Scholar	fueled	my	determination	to	empower	students	and	led	me	to	become	a	freshman	peer	mentor	to	first-
generation	and	international	students	during	my	senior	year.	While	pursuing	my	undergraduate	degree,	I	had	the	opportunity	to	produce	an	independent	qualitative	thesis	entitled,	The	Role	of	Communication	in	Developing	Bryn	Mawr	College	Students’	Religious	Identity.	I	obtained	invaluable	analytical	skills,	utilized	various	methods	of	collecting
qualitative	and	quantitative	data,	and	became	inspired	to	eventually	refine	my	research	skills	at	the	graduate	level.	My	multifaceted	experience	as	a	student	motivated	me	to	pursue	a	career	in	education	nonprofits	and	work	at	organizations	that	focus	on	youth	development,	race,	and	social	justice.My	entry	into	professional	education	began	at
Leading	Educators,	a	nonprofit	dedicated	to	identifying	high	quality	teachers	in	the	D.C.	public	school	system	for	their	Teacher	Leadership	Fellowship.	This	organization	exposed	me	to	the	opportunity	gaps	that	lower-income	students	face	within	the	D.C.	public	school	system	and	fueled	my	passion	to	advocate	for	educational	equity.	While	I	learned
many	technical	skills,	such	as	grant	writing	and	event	planning,	the	most	beneficial	aspect	of	the	role	came	from	engaging	with	principals,	teachers,	and	policy	makers	from	the	Department	of	Education.	These	interactions	compelled	me	to	explore	educational	issues	first-hand,	stimulated	my	desire	to	work	with	students	directly,	and	galvanized	me	to
dissect	the	complex	connections	between	K-12	reform	and	college	access.	My	current	position	at	For	Love	of	Children	(FLOC)	involves	supporting	students	like	Jenna	who	are	severely	below	grade	level	and	have	limited	access	to	quality	educational	resources.	As	a	Scholars	Program	Coordinator,	I	facilitate	free	after-school	workshops	on	grade-based
curriculum	as	well	as	postsecondary	preparation	for	8th	and	11th	grade	students	from	the	D.C.	community.	During	my	time	at	FLOC,	I	have	refined	our	11th	grade	SAT	program,	which	is	now	more	individualized	to	each	student’s	skill	level	in	math	and	reading.	Each	week,	I	collaborate	with	their	tutors	by	receiving	feedback	on	student	progress	and
adjusting	the	difficulty	of	their	practice	tests	to	ensure	they	are	strengthening	areas	of	improvement.	As	I	work	with	students	to	achieve	their	postsecondary	goals,	they	begin	to	see	their	own	potential	and	build	confidence.	However,	there	are	still	many	faults	in	our	K-12	public	education	system	that	continue	to	prevent	students	of	all	racial	and	socio-
economic	backgrounds	from	receiving	an	equitable	education.	Although	I	have	expanded	my	knowledge	of	urban	education	and	college	access	while	working	in	the	nonprofit	sector,	acquiring	a	Master’s	degree	at	Teachers	College	will	provide	me	with	the	fundamental	skills	and	resources	needed	to	effectively	support	a	diversity	of	students.Having
the	opportunity	to	attend	and	take	courses	at	Teachers	College	with	innovators	such	as	Amy	Stuart	Wells	truly	excites	me	because	of	my	admiration	for	her	research	on	race	and	school	desegregation.	In	April	2016,	I	had	the	opportunity	to	hear	Professor	Wells	speak	at	a	seminar	titled,	Taking	Action	on	School	Diversity.	Her	speech	inspired	me	to
explore	the	policies	and	practices	being	implemented	in	order	to	attain	racial	diversity	in	schools	around	the	country.	I	am	also	eager	to	explore	Professor	Jeffrey	Henig’s	work	on	reforming	urban	schools	and	analyzing	the	intersections	of	race,	politics,	and	education	in	urban	environments.	The	unique	perspectives	of	these	and	other	educators	will
provide	me	with	the	tools	necessary	to	build	upon	my	own	experiences	in	the	field	of	education.	Additionally,	after	speaking	with	several	students	currently	in	the	Sociology	&	Education	program	and	attending	an	open	house,	I	can	think	of	no	institution	more	perfectly	suited	to	my	interests	and	ambitions.	I	am	confident	in	my	abilities	to	excel	as	a
graduate	student	and	apply	the	newfound	research	methods,	theories,	and	strategies	to	all	my	future	professional	endeavors	in	education.—	—	—IN-DEPTH	ANALYSISOne	of	the	most	prominent	instances	that	made	me	realize	the	deep-seated	educational	disparities	for	minority	and	lower-income	students	occurred	when	I	tested	a	5th	grade
Philadelphia	public	school	student	named	Jenna.	Her	results	revealed	that	Jenna	was	barely	capable	of	reading	on	a	1st	grade	level.	Despite	the	fact	that	my	interaction	with	Jenna	left	me	upset	and	frustrated,	it	catalyzed	my	desire	to	work	towards	narrowing	the	achievement	and	opportunity	gaps	that	students	and	school	systems	encounter	in	our
country.	Pursuing	a	Master’s	degree	in	Sociology	and	Education	at	Teachers	College	will	empower	me	to	better	support	underserved	students	by	gaining	a	comprehensive	understanding	of	the	U.S.	education	system,	engaging	with	professors	who	are	leaders	in	the	field	of	urban	education,	and	acquiring	research	skills	that	will	enable	me	to	critically
analyze	school	systems	from	a	sociological	perspective.	I	am	determined	to	attend	Teachers	College	because	my	goal	is	to	translate	theory	into	practice	while	studying	in	the	heart	of	one	of	the	largest	and	most	diverse	school	districts	in	the	country.	My	experience	as	a	Posse	Scholar	at	Bryn	Mawr	College	and	working	in	the	education	nonprofit
sphere	in	Philadelphia	has	allowed	me	to	interpret	the	education	system	from	a	number	of	diverse	viewpoints.	However,	I	strive	to	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	education	policy,	strategies,	and	theories	in	order	to	further	inform	my	career	in	education,	specifically	within	K-12	reform	and	college	access.Analysis:The	first	two	paragraphs	of	this
academic	statement	help	lay	the	foundation	for	point	(1)	above	by	establishing	the	applicant’s	intellectual	interest	in	sociology	and	education.	First,	the	applicant	draws	on	personal	experience	as	a	public-school	educator	in	Philadelphia	to	motivate	the	desire	to	both	assess	inequity	in	achievement	and	opportunity	gaps	among	public	education
students.	By	establishing	this	personal	narrative,	the	applicant	is	conveying	practitioner	experience	in	one	of	the	core	areas	of	the	degree	program	which	focuses	on	the	determinants	of	inequality	in	educational	outcomes.	One	editing	suggestion	moving	forward	would	be	to	more	explicitly	state	how	these	experiences	help	inform	the	academic	mission
of	the	degree	program.	The	applicant	hints	how	the	experience	as	a	public-school	educator	in	underserved	communities	helps	inform	interest	in	the	Teacher’s	college	degree	program,	but	this	can	be	tied	in	a	more	explicit	way	by	further	highlighting	other	cases	in	which	inequity	in	learning	outcomes	was	observed	firsthand.Taken	together,	this	first
section	helps	address	the	first	key	component	of	this	statement	of	purpose	(1)	by	emphasizing	how	personal	experience	informed	an	interest	in	studying	the	causes	of	educational	inequities	and	how	this	interest	is	congruent	with	the	sociological	perspective	of	the	department:	demonstrating	how	you	align	with	the	mission,	vision,	and	values	of	the
program	and	institution	is	keyNow	onto	the	next	pargraph:After	graduating	Bryn	Mawr	College	as	a	Posse	Foundation	Scholar,	I	recognized	the	transformative	potential	that	a	quality	education	has	on	the	lives	of	students	who	are	products	of	under-resourced	school	districts.	During	my	time	at	Bryn	Mawr	I	took	classes	such	as	Race,	Gender	and
Culture	and	The	Black	Self:	Identity	and	Consciousness	which	dissected	race	and	social	identity	from	a	perspective	that	allowed	me	to	better	understand	systemic	racism	and	how	communities	of	color	shape	and	mold	their	consciousness.	These	courses,	coupled	with	complex	conversations	about	race	and	social	justice,	stimulated	my	passion	to
combat	the	forces	and	mindsets	that	continue	to	disadvantage	minority	youths.	My	involvement	as	a	Posse	Scholar	fueled	my	determination	to	empower	students	and	led	me	to	become	a	freshman	peer	mentor	to	first-generation	and	international	students	during	my	senior	year.	While	pursuing	my	undergraduate	degree,	I	had	the	opportunity	to
produce	an	independent	qualitative	thesis	entitled,	The	Role	of	Communication	in	Developing	Bryn	Mawr	College	Students’	Religious	Identity.	I	obtained	invaluable	analytical	skills,	utilized	various	methods	of	collecting	qualitative	and	quantitative	data,	and	became	inspired	to	eventually	refine	my	research	skills	at	the	graduate	level.	My	multifaceted
experience	as	a	student	motivated	me	to	pursue	a	career	in	education	nonprofits	and	work	at	organizations	that	focus	on	youth	development,	race,	and	social	justice.My	entry	into	professional	education	began	at	Leading	Educators,	a	nonprofit	dedicated	to	identifying	high	quality	teachers	in	the	D.C.	public	school	system	for	their	Teacher	Leadership
Fellowship.	This	organization	exposed	me	to	the	opportunity	gaps	that	lower-income	students	face	within	the	D.C.	public	school	system	and	fueled	my	passion	to	advocate	for	educational	equity.	While	I	learned	many	technical	skills,	such	as	grant	writing	and	event	planning,	the	most	beneficial	aspect	of	the	role	came	from	engaging	with	principals,
teachers,	and	policy	makers	from	the	Department	of	Education.	These	interactions	compelled	me	to	explore	educational	issues	first-hand,	stimulated	my	desire	to	work	with	students	directly,	and	galvanized	me	to	dissect	the	complex	connections	between	K-12	reform	and	college	access.	My	current	position	at	For	Love	of	Children	(FLOC)	involves
supporting	students	like	Jenna	who	are	severely	below	grade	level	and	have	limited	access	to	quality	educational	resources.	As	a	Scholars	Program	Coordinator,	I	facilitate	free	after-school	workshops	on	grade-based	curriculum	as	well	as	postsecondary	preparation	for	8th	and	11th	grade	students	from	the	D.C.	community.	During	my	time	at	FLOC,	I
have	refined	our	11th	grade	SAT	program,	which	is	now	more	individualized	to	each	student’s	skill	level	in	math	and	reading.	Each	week,	I	collaborate	with	their	tutors	by	receiving	feedback	on	student	progress	and	adjusting	the	difficulty	of	their	practice	tests	to	ensure	they	are	strengthening	areas	of	improvement.	As	I	work	with	students	to	achieve
their	postsecondary	goals,	they	begin	to	see	their	own	potential	and	build	confidence.	However,	there	are	still	many	faults	in	our	K-12	public	education	system	that	continue	to	prevent	students	of	all	racial	and	socio-economic	backgrounds	from	receiving	an	equitable	education.	Although	I	have	expanded	my	knowledge	of	urban	education	and	college
access	while	working	in	the	nonprofit	sector,	acquiring	a	Master’s	degree	at	Teachers	College	will	provide	me	with	the	fundamental	skills	and	resources	needed	to	effectively	support	a	diversity	of	students.Analysis:The	preceding	paragraphs	offer	an	excellent	description	of	how	past	professional	experience	helps	shape	the	applicant’s	interest	in
assessing	the	macro-level	dynamics	of	inequality	in	public	education.	First,	the	applicant	begins	with	a	discussion	of	their	rich	undergraduate	experience,	particularly	as	a	Posse	scholar	studying	systemic	racism.	This	section	would	be	strengthened	by	clearer	discussion	of	what	this	scholar	program	entails,	particularly	in	emphasis	of	racial	justice
highlighted.	Second,	the	highlighting	of	professional	experience	in	serving	underserved	and	challenged	students	in	Washington,	DC,	effectively	signals	practitioner	experience	in	one	of	the	key	components	of	the	academic	program	of	interest,	that	of	assessing	and	addressing	the	causes	of	educational	outcome	inequities.	This	section	is	rich	in
practitioner	experience,	such	as	collaborating	with	tutors	refining	the	SAT	preparation	program	in	reading	and	math.	This	practitioner	experience	signals	rich	qualitative	experience	that	demonstrates	to	the	admissions	committee	that	the	applicant	can	bring	a	“real-world”	perspective	to	the	graduate	program.	Indeed,	this	section	speaks	to	(2)	how
past	professional	and	personal	experiences	help	shape	the	intellectual	interests	emphasized	by	the	prospective	degree	program,	indicating	a	seamless	fit	between	the	applicant’s	academic	interests	and	the	mission	of	the	degree	program.Let’s	see	how	the	student	closed	this	personal	statement:Having	the	opportunity	to	attend	and	take	courses	at
Teachers	College	with	innovators	such	as	Amy	Stuart	Wells	truly	excites	me	because	of	my	admiration	for	her	research	on	race	and	school	desegregation.	In	April	2016,	I	had	the	opportunity	to	hear	Professor	Wells	speak	at	a	seminar	titled,	Taking	Action	on	School	Diversity.	Her	speech	inspired	me	to	explore	the	policies	and	practices	being
implemented	in	order	to	attain	racial	diversity	in	schools	around	the	country.	I	am	also	eager	to	explore	Professor	Jeffrey	Henig’s	work	on	reforming	urban	schools	and	analyzing	the	intersections	of	race,	politics,	and	education	in	urban	environments.	The	unique	perspectives	of	these	and	other	educators	will	provide	me	with	the	tools	necessary	to
build	upon	my	own	experiences	in	the	field	of	education.	Additionally,	after	speaking	with	several	students	currently	in	the	Sociology	&	Education	program	and	attending	an	open	house,	I	can	think	of	no	institution	more	perfectly	suited	to	my	interests	and	ambitions.	I	am	confident	in	my	abilities	to	excel	as	a	graduate	student	and	apply	the	newfound
research	methods,	theories,	and	strategies	to	all	my	future	professional	endeavors	in	education.Analysis:The	concluding	paragraph	helps	address	two	key	components	of	this	statement	of	purpose:	First,	this	paragraph	explicitly	states	which	faculty	member	the	applicant	would	like	to	work	with	during	their	degree	program	based	on	the	research
agenda	of	the	faculty	member.	This	is	critically	important	in	signaling	that	the	applicant	could	immediately	begin	pursuing	their	intellectual	interests	at	the	beginning	of	their	degree	program.	Secondly,	this	paragraph	hints	at	how	the	sociology	&	education	program	could	provide	“newfound	research	methods,	theories,	and	strategies”	that	will	serve
the	applicant	well	in	“future	professional	endeavors	in	education.”	One	suggestion	to	strengthen	even	further	is	to	build	out	this	thesis	by	explicitly	stating	what	research	methods	and	theoretical	frameworks	could	be	gained	in	the	degree	program	that	will	help	shape	future	career	objectives.	This	paragraph	lays	a	strong	foundation	in	addressing	the
third	component	(3)	of	how	completion	of	the	applied	program	can	inform	future	endeavors.	In	conjunction	with	highlighting	the	desired	faculty	mentor,	building	this	thesis	can	further	catalyze	the	“perfect	fit”	between	the	applicant’s	academic	interests	and	the	intellectual	mission	of	the	sociology	&	education	program.Statement	of	purpose	for
graduate	school	example	3The	following	statement	of	purpose	example	was	written	for	the	INSEAD	MBA	program.The	explanation	and	analysis	below	was	written	by	Kristin	Joys.Want	to	work	with	Kristin	through	your	grad	school	admissions	process?	Schedule	a	call	with	our	team	to	learn	more	here.Overview:Having	worked	in	academia	for	more
than	two	decades,	I’ve	had	the	opportunity	to	serve	on	graduate	admissions	committees,	and	I’ve	also	been	asked	to	write	hundreds	of	letters	of	recommendations	for	students	applying	to	graduate	school	(most	often	MBA	programs,	Law	School,	and	advanced	degrees	in	the	social	sciences—as	much	of	my	academic	work	is	focused	on	social	impact	&
sustainable	business	related	issues).	One	of	the	things	I	love	most	about	this	work	is	reading	(and	helping	students	to	craft)	a	strong	Statement	of	Purpose—when	done	well,	they	give	the	admissions	committee	a	clear	and	concise	picture	of	students’	experience,	accomplishments,	aspirations,	and	how	they	will	be	an	asset	to	the	program	they	seek	to
attend.	Some	schools,	like	the	example	below	from	INSEAD,	require	applicants	to	complete	a	series	of	short-answer	essays	rather	than	a	singular	SoP.	In	some	ways,	the	series	of	individual	short-answer	essays	required	by	INSEAD	makes	the	process	easier	for	the	student	to	demonstrate	that	they	are	a	strong	candidate.	When	a	student	is	tasked	with
responding	to	individual	short-answer	essays,	there	is	no	risk	that	the	student	might	omit	key	information	from	a	SoP	and	thus	risk	being	perceived	as	a	less	well-qualified	or	less	appealing	candidate.	Whether	on	a	singular	SoP	or	in	a	series	of	short-answers,	it	is	essential	that	students’	narratives	articulate	their	interests	in	specific	programs	to	which
they	are	applying,	their	prior	academic	performance	and	professional	experience,	self-awareness	and	clarity	around	their	strengths	and	weaknesses,	as	well	as	their	future	aspirations—leveraging	the	experience	and	skills	they	will	gain	as	a	MBA	student	to	acquire	positions	and	roles	as	a	leader	and	changemaker.	INSEAD	is	one	of	the	world’s	leading
business	schools.	The	main	campus	is	located	in	Fontainebleau,	France	(just	45	minutes	from	Paris	by	train),	with	additional	campuses	in	Singapore,	Abu	Dhabi,	and	San	Francisco.	For	many	years,	INSEAD	has	been	considered	“the	Harvard	of	Europe”	(in	fact,	it	was	founded	in	1957	by	a	Harvard	Business	School	graduate)	and	attracts	students	and
expert	faculty	from	around	the	world.	A	MBA	degree	from	INSEAD	is	a	respected	credential	that	opens	doors	and	advances	careers.	Reviewing	this	applicant’s	essays	was	nostalgic	for	me	as,	after	earning	my	Ph.D.	in	Sociology	(in	2003)	and	a	Post	Doc	in	Management	&	Marketing	(in	2012),	I	had	the	opportunity	to	study	at	INSEAD’s	Fontainebleau
campus	in	Fall	2012	when	I	participated	in	INSEAD’s	International	Social	Entrepreneurship	Programme	and	earned	a	Certificate	of	Executive	Education	in	Social	Entrepreneurship.	I	was	among	50	students	hailing	from	24	countries	around	the	world,	and	I	was	the	only	person	attending	from	the	U.S.	A	number	of	my	classmates	and	colleagues	were
enrolled	in	(or	applying	to)	the	INSEAD	MBA	program	and	all	of	our	faculty	were	respected	INSEAD	MBA	instructors	as	well.	I	enjoyed	reading	the	applicant’s	mention	of	the	various	programs	and	activities	he	looked	forward	to	participating	in	as	a	future	INSEAD	student	(as	they	rang	familiar	from	my	time	on	campus	there).This	applicant	gained
admission	to	and	excelled	in	INSEAD’s	MBA	program.	Below,	I’ve	provided	an	analysis	of	each	of	the	applicant’s	short-answer	essays—there	are	a	total	of	eight,	with	word	limits	ranging	from	100	to	500	words.	Together,	the	applicant’s	responses	make	a	strong	case	to	the	admissions	committee	that	the	applicant	is	not	only	an	excellent	fit	for	their
MBA	program	and	will	perform	well	as	a	student,	he	will	be	an	asset	to	his	classmates—and	also	that	his	future	successes	will	reflect	positively	on	the	program	and	university.	Short	Answer	Response	Analysis1.	Give	a	candid	description	of	yourself	(who	are	you	as	a	person),	stressing	the	personal	characteristics	you	feel	to	be	your	strengths	and
weaknesses	and	the	main	factors	which	have	influenced	your	personal	development,	giving	examples	when	necessary	(maximum	500	words).*I	didn’t	realize	how	much	my	first	interview	would	impact	my	future.	It	wasn’t	a	meeting	with	a	recruiter	or	Fortune	500	CEO.	I	was	6	years	old,	sitting	across	from	the	international	baccalaureate	(IB)	school’s
admissions	counselor.	“Would	you	like	to	proceed	in	English	or	Spanish?”	she	asked.	“English!”	I	said,	surprising	my	mother.	We	had	arrived	in	the	US	from	Chile	less	than	a	year	earlier	when	my	father	was	transferred	to	lead	his	firm’s	new	telecommunications	subsidiary.	I	was	new	to	English	but	eager	to	dive	in.	Mama	initiated	my	interest	in
languages	as	she	had	been	educated	at	Universidad	de	Chile,	and	understood	the	value	of	global	education.	Together,	these	interests	motivated	me	to	enroll	in	IB’s	French	immersion	program,	to	be	surrounded	by	classmates	from	many	cultures	and	nationalities,	which	enriched	my	learning	dramatically.As	an	immigrant,	I	also	understood	the	value	of
hard	work	from	an	early	age.	In	high	school	that	meant	balancing	my	long	study	hours	with	working	up	to	20	hours/week	at	the	Mexican	restaurant	my	family	started	in	Tampa	Bay	following	Papa	leaving	the	corporate	world	(after	building	the	subsidiary	to	600+	employees	prior	to	its	sale).	Resilience	has	become	another	cherished	value.	For
example,	when	I	failed	to	gain	preadmission	to	UNC’s	Kenan-Flagler	business	school,	I	committed	to	putting	in	the	work	to	make	this	happen	during	regular	admissions,	and	succeeded,	completing	my	last	two	years	of	college	at	the	b-school.Throughout	life,	I’ve	sought	growth	from	enriching	global	experiences.	Immediately	after	college,	I	backpacked
across	five	Latin	American	countries,	ending	with	a	two-month	internship	in	Chile.	I	was	elated	to	practice	my	Portuguese	in	Brazil	and	connect	with	new	people,	whether	sharing	a	meal	with	a	stranger	at	a	train	station	in	Boa	Vista	or	couch-surfing	through	Uruguayan	beach	towns.	My	travels	have	pushed	me	out	of	my	comfort	zone,	boosted	my
resourcefulness,	reminded	me	of	my	privilege,	and	highlighted	how	much	more	I	have	to	learn.	My	experience	has	also	motivated	me	to	make	a	difference	for	others.	At	UNC,	I	joined	EASE	(Easing	Abroad	Students	Entry)	to	mentor	incoming	study-abroad	students.	For	instance,	I	helped	Andres	from	Spain	navigate	campus	and	Chapel	Hill,	and
brought	him	into	my	friend	group	to	enjoy	outings	at	restaurants	and	events	like	the	UNC-Duke	game.Now,	having	worked	in	Canada,	China,	Mexico,	and	countless	U.S.	states,	I	am	eager	to	make	a	global	impact	while	working	closely	with	ambitious	colleagues	(see	Career	Vision	essay).	To	do	that	I’ll	harness	my	ambition	but	also	continue
ameliorating	my	shortcomings,	like	how	I	learned	to	manage	my	past	tendency	to	rely	on	“brute	force.”	As	a	Senior	Analyst,	I	failed	to	leverage	the	available	knowledge	at	my	firm	for	some	challenging	client	work-streams,	forcing	me	to	restart	from	scratch	to	succeed.	I’ve	come	a	long	way	from	that	IB	interview	at	age	6,	learning	and	growing	from
each	new	experience.	Now	I’m	excited	to	share	and	build	on	all	of	my	values	at	INSEAD.—	—	—Analysis:	The	student	does	an	outstanding	job	of	offering	a	candid	description	of	themselves,	using	vivid	examples	to	emphasize	the	main	factors	that	influenced	their	personal	development.	By	framing	the	essay	around	their	experience	immigrating	to	the
U.S.	from	Chile	at	age	6,	their	IB	education,	their	fluency	in	multiple	languages	(Spanish,	English,	French,	and	Portuguese)	and	their	ability	to	navigate	various	cultural	settings	(having	worked	&	traveled	in	the	U.S.,	Canada,	China,	Mexico,	and	five	additional	Latin	American	countries),	they	both	explicitly	and	implicitly	communicate	to	the	admissions
committee	not	only	that	they	are	a	competent	and	experienced	business	professional	but	also	that	they	are	aligned	with	INSEAD’s	“business	school	for	the	world”	mission.	By	using	language	like	“Mama”	and	“Papa”	rather	than	Mother	and	Father,	the	student’s	essay	feels	relatable	and	authentic.	The	essay	prompt	requests	that	applicants	mention	the
personal	characteristics	they	feel	to	be	their	strengths	and	weaknesses.	The	student	weaves	mentions	of	their	strengths	throughout,	both	implicitly	and	explicitly.	In	this	single	sentence	the	student	does	a	remarkable	job	of	clearly,	concisely,	and	cleverly	leveraging	their	self-awareness	to	coherently	detail	some	of	the	strengths	they	have	gained
through	their	experiences:	“My	travels	have	pushed	me	out	of	my	comfort	zone,	boosted	my	resourcefulness,	reminded	me	of	my	privilege,	and	highlighted	how	much	more	I	have	to	learn.”Only	in	the	last	paragraph	do	they	mention	two	weaknesses—their	tendency	to	rely	on	“brute	force,”	as	well	as	their	failure	to	leverage	available	knowledge	at	firm
—forcing	them	to	have	to	start	from	scratch.	It	goes	without	saying	that	when	presented	with	a	prompt	like	this,	it’s	in	students’	best	interests	to	emphasize	their	strengths	(as	this	student	did,	by	mentioning	many	strengths	and	just	two	weaknesses).	I	would	have	liked	to	have	seen	a	bit	more	in	that	last	paragraph,	as	the	student	seemed	to	attempt	to
wrap	the	entire	essay	up	with	one	sentence	following	his	mention	of	weaknesses.	When	possible,	I	find	it	to	be	a	more	effective	tactic	to	mention	“weaknesses”	that	can	also	be	perceived	to	be	strengths	(for	example,	being	“detail-oriented”	is	a	strength	in	many	context,	but	it	can	be	a	weakness	if	one’s	concern	for	details	causes	them	to	miss



deadlines	or	lose	sight	of	the	big	picture).	Overall,	this	student	aptly	leverages	the	prompt	in	this	essay	to	demonstrate	how	they	are	very	much	aligned	with	the	mission,	vision,	and	values	of	the	program	to	which	they	are	applying.	2.	Describe	the	achievement	of	which	you	are	most	proud	and	explain	why.	In	addition,	describe	a	situation	where	you
failed.	How	did	these	experiences	impact	your	relationships	with	others?	Comment	on	what	you	learned	(maximum	400	words).	*Growing	at	Andersen“Salud!”	In	February	2019,	we	clinked	glasses	with	our	Mexico-based	client	director	to	celebrate	implementation	of	the	second	global	shared-services	center	I’d	worked	on.	That	engagement,	and	the
client’s	previous	service-center	in	Japan,	represented	1.5	years	of	work	for	me.	My	role	had	spanned	nearly	every	domain:	gathering	requirements	for	their	proposed	HR-self-service	portal,	holding	workshops	with	global	client	representatives	from	30+	countries	to	customize	design;	meeting	with	local	SMEs	to	draft	desktop	and	system	procedures.	I
became	skilled	at	navigating	localized	issues—such	as	an	SME’s	preferred	way	of	working—and	finding	the	right	balance	between	high	customer	usability/satisfaction	and	keeping	processes	and	systems	efficient,	streamlined,	and	accessible.	I	also	managed	a	5-person	offshore	team	supporting	the	launch,	and	became	a	go-to	team	member	based	on
the	agile-development	knowledge	I	picked	up	as	scrum	master.	Andersen	partners	and	client	executives	were	thrilled	with	the	results,	and	I	was	entrusted	to	represent	our	team	in	Japan	and	Mexico	as	a	rising	leader	and	thought	partner.—	—	—Family	ChallengesLast	year,	when	we	learned	Dad’s	cancer	had	returned,	we	wept.	He	had	been	our	role
model,	our	glue,	an	ambitious	man	who	worked	hard	to	rise	from	a	Chilean	farm	town	to	a	high-level	executive,	taking	us	to	exciting	new	lands	and	opportunities.	“I	can	beat	this,”	he	assured	us	as	the	disease	progressed.	However	as	he	struggled	to	survive,	so	did	our	family	bonds.	Dad	had	always	been	our	mediator	and,	while	I	tried	to	take	on	that
role	as	the	middle	sibling	of	three,	it	wasn’t	easy.	The	night	he	lost	his	final	battle,	our	collective	stress	boiled	over,	with	a	flashpoint	between	my	siblings	who	held	longtime	resentment.	My	mother	and	I	tried	to	step	in,	without	luck.	Over	the	weeks	that	followed,	our	once-harmonious	family	became	fractured,	pushed	to	the	limit	by	Dad’s	passing,	the
pandemic,	and	a	national	political	divide	reflected	in	our	own	home.	After	backing	off	initially,	I	worked	quietly	to	address	the	gap,	planning	a	familybarbecue,	meeting	with	attorneys	to	ensure	legal	matters	didn’t	compound	the	issue.	We	miss	Papa	deeply,	and	there	are	no	easy	answers,	but	we	are	healing	now,	slowly.	My	highs	and	lows	demonstrate
that	relationships	are	about	earning	trust	by	being	there	for	others—whether	a	client,	teammate,	or	sibling—and	giving	people	space	and	time	as	needed,	all	as	part	of	mutual	support	and	growth.—	—	—Analysis:	In	both	of	the	short-answer	responses	above,	the	student	does	a	great	job	of	directly	responding	to	the	prompts	while	continuing	to	offer
details	that	position	themselves	as	being	very	much	aligned	with	the	global	emphasis	of	the	program	to	which	they	are	applying.	The	first	paragraph,	describing	their	achievement	helping	a	SME	(in	Mexico)	to	implement	a	global	shared-services	center	(in	Japan),	does	a	great	job	of	both	colorfully	and	concisely	explaining	the	key	role	they	played	in
helping	their	company	to	become	a	success.	I	would	recommend	very	small	edits	of	spelling	out	SME	the	first	time	the	abbreviation	is	used:	while	the	professionals	working	on	a	business	school	admissions	committee	will	typically	know	they	meant	“Small	Medium	Business,”	SME	also	has	other	common	meanings	like	“Subject	Matter	Expert,”	and
given	the	global	audience,	it’s	best	to	err	on	the	side	of	clarity.	I’d	also	recommend	they	omit	the	slash	mark	in,	“high	customer	usability/satisfaction”	replacing	it	with	the	word	“and”	or	even	“and/or,”	rather	than	a	more	informal	slash	mark.The	student’s	second	paragraph	responds	to	the	prompt,	“describe	a	situation	where	you	failed.”	The	student
chose	to	write	about	dealing	with	and	working	to	overcome	a	challenging	situation,	helping	the	reader	to	understand	their	personal	strengths	of	commitment,	persistence,	and	compassion	when	navigating	the	loss	of	their	father.	However,	I’d	assert	that	this	challenging	situation	was	not	a	“failure.”	They	mention	that	they	“tried	to	step	in,	without
luck”—so	one	can	see	that	perhaps	they	feel	like	they	“failed”	in	that	way,	but	it’s	clear	that	the	situation	is	more	complicated	than	what	one	person’s	action	might	remedy.	If	I	were	advising	this	student,	I’d	suggest	they	choose	a	different	approach	to	this	prompt,	one	that	shows	their	self-awareness,	maturity,	and	growth	by	highlighting	a	failure,	the
lessons	learned,	and	how	their	relationships	(or	skills	and	abilities)	have	been	impacted	and	improved	by	their	experience	(Failure	is	a	part	of	life.	Your	readers	know	this.	They	want	to	see	that	you	also	know	it,	and	know	how	to	learn	from	it,	rather	than	fearing	failure	or	fearing	people	knowing	about	your	failures	).	3.	Describe	all	types	of	extra-
professional	activities	in	which	you	have	been	or	are	still	involved	for	a	significant	amount	of	time	(clubs,	sports,	music,	arts,	etc).	How	are	you	enriched	by	these	activities?	(maximum	300	words)	*Having	multiple	life	activities	enriches	me	and	brings	me	joy.Music:	I	started	playing	drums	at	age	10	and	was	instantly	hooked.	Music	became	my	main
outside-of-school/work	pursuit,	whether	playing	in	a	band	or	enjoying	the	local	music	scene	with	friends	wherever	I	lived.	Today	I’m	still	passionate	about	playing	and	listening,	but	have	shifted	much	of	my	attention	to	music	production.	I	blend	samples	and	recordings	to	create	house	music,	and	last	year	completed	an	online	music	production	program
with	top	label	Toolroom	Records.	I’m	increasingly	part	of	the	house	music	production	scene,	having	released	two	songs	already,	with	growing	listenership.	Music	invigorates	and	relaxes	me,	while	providing	a	sense	of	community	and	a	creative	cohort,	each	of	us	learning	from	the	others.Sports:	Growing	up	I	played	on	a	travel	soccer	team	and	learned
the	power	of	teamwork	and	competitive	spirit.	Today	I	play	in	weekly	pickup	games,	and	am	eager	to	continue	with	INSEAD’s	football	club.	Beyond	soccer	I’m	a	half-marathoner	and	love	getting	muddy	in	Spartan	Races.	As	a	former	skateboarder	and	now-avid	snowboarder,	I	planned	several	trips	for	my	ski	group,	including	one	to	Verbier	and	Val-
d'Isère.	I’d	love	to	take	classmates	on	a	similar	trip,	or	to	beautiful	dive	spots	around	Singapore	(I’m	a	PADI-certified	diver),	enhancing	our	skills	and	experience.	Service:	In	college,	I	loved	giving	back,	such	as	working	with	EASE	(Essay	1),	tutoring	immigrants	via	LINC,	and	mentoring	small-business	owners	with	the	Carolina	Microfinance	Initiative
(CMI).	For	example,	I	helped	a	woman	implement	her	idea	of	bringing	affordable	eyeglasses	to	her	Nicaraguan	town	by	teaching	her	to	write	a	business	plan	and	create	a	supply	chain.	She	paid	off	her	micro-loan	in	two	months!	At	INSEAD,	I	plan	to	join	INDEVOR	to	continue	paying	it	forward.—	—	—Analysis:	This	is	an	excellent	response	to	the
prompt.	It	would	have	been	ideal	for	the	opening	to	be	longer	than	one	line,	but	given	the	word	limit,	the	student	provided	a	concise	introduction.	The	student	positions	themselves	positively	by	offering	examples	of	extracurriculars	they	enjoy	including	the	arts	(music),	sports	(football/soccer,	running,		skateboarding,	skiing,	diving),	and	service
providing	specific	examples	of	each.	Their	response	really	shines	when	mentioning	by	name	similar	endeavors	offered	by	INSEAD	they	look	forward	to	joining.	This	shows	the	admissions	committee	that	the	student	has	“done	their	homework”	and	is	genuinely	interested	in	attending	INSEAD	and	taking	advantage	of	the	opportunities	they	offer	(rather
than	submitting	a	generic	application	to	a	number	of	schools).		4.	Is	there	anything	else	that	was	not	covered	in	your	application	that	you	would	like	to	share	with	the	Admissions	Committee?	(maximum	300	words)INSEAD	is	the	best	way	to	pursue	my	vision	of	growing	as	a	strategy	consultant	and	rising	leader	(see	Career	Vision	essay).	By	leveraging
the	school’s	wide	array	of	courses,	clubs,	and	global	alumni	network,	I’ll	be	poised	to	develop	into	a	leader	at	my	future	firm	and	beyond.	For	example,	participating	in	the	Personal	Leadership	Development	Programme	will	enable	me	to	craft	a	leadership	development	plan	best-suited	to	my	needs.	I’ll	gain	further	leadership	and	management	insights
from	classes	like	Leadership	Communications	Foundations	and	events	within	the	Global	Leadership	Club.	I’m	especially	interested	in	learning	to	motivate	and	guide	larger	teams	and	to	help	clients	tackle	their	most	challenging	executive-level	issues.	Moreover,	by	completing	the	Blue	Ocean	Strategy	certificate	classes	I’ll	be	better	prepared	to	make
strategic	project	decisions	at	client	sites	and	bring	value	to	any	business	implementation.	Lessons	learned	from	classes	like	“Realising	Entrepreneurial	Potential”	and	INSEAD	LaunchPad	aligns	directly	with	my	long-term	goal	of	developing	an	entrepreneurial	venture	to	connect	Latin	America	to	US	and	European	innovation	hubs—whether	within	the
consulting	sphere	or	in	an	emerging	industry	like	smart	grid	development.	As	a	longtime	global	explorer,	I’m	particularly	looking	forward	to	splitting	time	between	Singapore	and	France	via	the	Campus	Exchange	program.	Multiple	students	and	alumni	have	told	me	how	much	they’ve	gained	from	INSEAD.	For	example,	Julien	Antovici	(’16)	said,	“I
loved	doing	an	MBA	outside	the	US	for	the	change	of	perspective.	My	section	included	people	from	all	nationalities	and	professional	backgrounds.”	That’s	exactly	the	kind	of	learning	and	growth	experience	I	seek,	with	diverse	people,	experiences,	and	viewpoints.	In	short,	I	can	think	of	no	better	place	to	pursue	my	educational	and	professional	goals
than	INSEAD.—	—	—Analysis:	This	is	an	optimal	response	to	a	prompt	of	this	sort.	Often,	questions	like,	“Is	there	anything	else	you’d	like	to	share?”	are	used	an	opportunity	for	students	to	explain	any	shortcomings	in	their	academic	record	(low	grades	on	their	transcript,	low	scores	on	standardized	tests,	etc.)	and/or	extenuating	circumstances.	While
that	can	be	useful	context	for	your	readers,	here	the	student	instead	uses	the	prompt	to	offer	greater	“why	us”	detail:	As	in	the	prior	response,	the	student	does	a	stellar	job	of	showing	genuine	interest	in	the	school	by	mentioning	a	number	of	programs,	clubs,	activities,	courses,	and	other	offerings	and	opportunities	unique	to	INSEAD	in	which	they
plan	to	participate.	They	also	use	this	prompt	as	an	opportunity	to	share	positive	things	they’ve	heard	about	the	school	from	students	and	alumni.	Yet	again	their	affiliation	with	INSEAD	students	and	alumni		helps	to	demonstrate	to	the	admissions	committee	that	not	only	are	they	qualified,	their	networks	help	to	establish	that	they	are	the	type	of
student	who	will	succeed	in	INSEAD’s	MBA	program.	INSEAD	-	Job	Description	Section5.	Briefly	summarise	your	current	(or	most	recent)	job,	including	the	nature	of	work,	major	responsibilities,	and	where	relevant,	employees	under	your	supervision,	size	of	budget,	clients/products	and	results	achieved.	(200	words	maximum)	*At	LEK	Consulting	I
am	part	of	consulting	teams	working	across	multiple	projects,	completing	analyses,	presentation	of	recommendations,	and	other	supporting	tasks	toward	project	goals.	My	responsibilities	vary.	Currently,	for	example,	I’m	engaging	with	regional	leads	across	9	countries	to	integrate	processes	and	configure	systems	for	a	global	human-capital-
management	(HCM)	project;	earlier	I	evaluated	the	ROI	of	establishing	a	foreign	trade	zone	(FTZ)	at	a	major	electronics	distribution	client.	Overall,	I’ve	worked	with	10+	clients	in	my	career,	ranging	from	smaller	local	companies	(


