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Classroom	library	ideas

Classroom	libraries	are	vital	resources	that	can	significantly	improve	literacy	skills	in	students.	By	providing	easy	access	to	age-appropriate	books,	classroom	libraries	can	foster	a	love	of	reading	and	enhance	language	skills.	Research	indicates	that	students	who	have	access	to	a	class	library	read	more	than	those	without	such	access,	with	some
studies	showing	a	50-60%	increase	in	reading	levels	across	various	age	groups.	Be	gentle	with	library	books	-	some	can	be	handled	roughly,	while	others	need	care.	Remind	students	to	turn	pages	slowly	and	model	good	behavior.	Clear	rules	for	book	handling	will	help	next	year's	students	respect	the	resources.	Consider	flexible	seating	in	your
classroom	library.	This	could	include	cozy	reading	areas	with	pillows,	rugs,	or	cushioned	crates.	Make	sure	there's	a	clear	path	through	the	room,	though	-	you	want	students	to	focus	on	their	books.	Think	about	the	flow	of	your	classroom	and	how	much	space	you	have	for	a	reading	nook.	You	might	use	bookshelves	or	book	bins	to	keep	things
organized.	For	younger	students,	categorizing	by	topic	or	reading	level	can	be	helpful.	Add	a	variety	of	books	to	your	library	-	fiction	and	nonfiction	on	different	topics	will	make	it	more	appealing	to	students.	Ask	them	what	they'd	like	to	see	in	the	library	so	they're	invested	in	using	it.	Research	shows	that	kids	who	enjoy	reading	tend	to	do	better	in
school,	and	showcasing	diverse	people	in	books	is	also	important.	You	should	stock	up	your	classroom	with	books	about	people	from	all	kinds	of	backgrounds,	with	different	abilities.	It's	recommended	by	literacy	experts	to	get	teachers	to	make	a	library	that	helps	students	see	themselves	in	the	books	they	read.	You	can	even	include	subjects	like
math,	so	every	student	finds	something	exciting	to	read.	The	more	topics	you	cover,	the	better	it	is	for	everyone.	Next,	have	books	at	all	reading	levels	so	your	advanced	and	struggling	readers	are	both	challenged	and	learning.	If	you	need	a	special	reader's	book,	think	about	borrowing	from	another	classroom	or	school	library.	This	will	keep	them
engaged	and	included.	You	should	also	change	up	which	books	are	featured	to	match	what	you're	teaching	in	class	-	kids	like	pretty	displays!	Lastly,	start	an	Amazon	wishlist	with	all	the	new	books	you	want	for	your	classroom	library.	If	you	have	a	specific	book,	ask	someone	to	sponsor	a	child's	reading	materials.	There	are	also	second-hand	stores
online	that	are	more	affordable.	You	can	even	find	great	deals	at	thrift	stores	or	garage	sales	-	just	keep	looking!	Some	libraries	sell	their	old	books	too,	so	check	those	out	as	well.	Many	people	in	the	Washington	D.C.	area	can	get	free	books	from	The	Library	of	Congress,	which	donates	them	to	educational	institutions	and	non-profits.	Books	that	are
no	longer	needed	are	also	available	on	Facebook	Marketplace	or	at	online	garage	sales	for	a	great	deal.	Some	teachers	use	Prodigy	English,	a	free	tool	with	an	adaptive	game-based	learning	approach,	to	help	students	practice	reading	and	language	skills	in	1st	to	5th	grades.	This	platform	is	fun	and	engaging,	differentiates	content	automatically,	and
grades	the	work	for	you.	Setting	up	a	classroom	library	can	be	challenging,	but	there	are	several	ideas	to	make	it	functional	and	appealing	to	kids.	First,	find	an	ideal	flow	through	your	library	space	so	students	can	easily	choose	books	without	bottlenecks.	Use	bookshelves	that	can	be	accessed	from	both	sides,	like	the	ones	shown	on
@my_teaching_adventures.	Display	featured	titles	prominently	to	grab	kids'	attention.	Unify	fiction	and	nonfiction	collections	with	matching	bins	or	labels	to	make	it	easy	for	them	to	see	the	difference.	Categorize	books	by	genre	or	topic	to	support	student	choice,	as	suggested	by	I	Want	to	Be	a	Superteacher.	Some	teachers	choose	not	to	level	books
in	their	classroom	library	because	it's	not	ideal.	Instead,	they	use	a	hybrid	approach	that	limits	leveling	to	certain	books.	By	combining	these	ideas	and	finding	what	works	best	for	you,	you	can	create	a	functional	and	engaging	classroom	library	that	encourages	kids	to	read	and	talk	about	books.	1.	Utilize	specific	sections	for	various	purposes,	such	as
fluency	practice	or	take-home	books.	2.	Employ	sticker	cues	to	facilitate	returning	books	to	their	bins,	especially	useful	when	categorizing	books	by	bin	labels	with	younger	students	in	mind	(e.g.,	picture	stickers	matching	pigeon	ones).	3.	Implement	a	numbering	system,	similar	to	Colby	Sharp's	method	of	labeling	each	book	bin	and	its	corresponding
number,	for	easy	identification.	4.	Color-code	book	spines	for	chapter	books,	either	as	an	alternative	to	storing	them	spine	out	or	alongside	other	categorized	books.	5.	Label	shelves	or	sections	directly	on	the	classroom	library,	providing	clear	categorization	without	bins.	6.	Designate	a	specific	area	for	read-alouds,	making	it	easier	for	students	and
teachers	to	revisit	these	stories	which	were	chosen	due	to	their	exceptional	value.	7.	Create	separate	areas	within	the	library	that	support	different	curriculum	components,	such	as	partner	reading,	mentor	texts,	or	content-area	research	books.	8.	Gradually	introduce	books	throughout	the	school	year,	beginning	with	some	empty	space	on	shelves,
allowing	for	a	phased	rollout	and	giving	time	to	teach	students	about	different	book	types	as	well	as	letting	the	library	evolve.	9.	Reduce	your	collection	by	removing	titles	that	are	misleading,	ugly,	superseded,	trivial,	irrelevant,	or	easily	found	elsewhere	(MUSTIE	criteria).	10.	Regularly	check	your	library's	diversity	and	aim	to	fill	gaps	over	time,
starting	with	a	few	critical	titles	each	year.	11.	Invest	in	personalized	book	stamps	for	added	fun	and	security	in	tracking	books	within	the	classroom	library.	12.	Involving	students	in	sorting	books	at	the	beginning	of	the	year	and	as	new	titles	are	added	can	foster	a	sense	of	ownership	and	responsibility	towards	maintaining	an	organized	and	engaging
library	space.	1.	Organize	kids	to	make	their	own	book	labels	for	an	engaging	ownership	experience.	2.	Teach	kids	about	your	label	descriptions	that	serve	as	guidance	on	choosing	books	from	different	genres.	3.	Rotate	the	book	bins	all	year	round	to	keep	the	library	fresh	with	clear	pockets	for	easy	swapping	of	labels.	4.	Host	a	grand	opening	or
reopening	event	to	generate	buzz	around	the	classroom	library	and	make	it	kid-friendly.	5.	Feature	students'	favorite	books	and	authors	in	your	library,	starting	with	a	reading	interest	survey	at	the	beginning	of	the	year.	6.	Send	kids	on	a	classroom	library	scavenger	hunt	to	familiarize	them	with	available	books	and	build	excitement.	7.	Curate	unique
text	collections	such	as	genre-specific	lists	that	cater	to	readers'	interests	and	support	curriculum	goals.	8.	Display	trending	book	recommendations	to	help	students	easily	move	between	great	books,	using	platforms	like	Bookflix	for	inspiration.	9.	Highlight	"staff"	picks	by	featuring	student	recommendations	on	rotating	shelves	to	recreate	a	sense	of
community	and	encouragement.	10.	Add	audiobook	options	to	expand	reading	choices	and	provide	benefits	such	as	access	for	different	reading	levels	or	language	backgrounds.	11.	Develop	a	system	for	intercepting	misplaced	or	damaged	books	with	clear	labels	and	return	bins	for	easy	management.	1.	Properly	organize	your	bins	or	shelves	daily	to
maintain	a	clutter-free	library.	2.	Utilize	a	classroom	library	app	to	streamline	book	tracking	and	create	a	welcoming	atmosphere	for	students.	3.	Create	a	wish	list	by	identifying	gaps	in	your	collection	and	prioritizing	new	titles	that	align	with	student	interests,	including	nonfiction	books	on	specific	subjects	like	sharks	or	samurai.	4.	Be	patient	and
flexible	as	you	build	and	curate	your	classroom	library,	recognizing	that	it	takes	time	and	trial-and-error	to	develop	an	ideal	setup.	5.	Establish	a	functional	and	inviting	library	space	by	finding	the	optimal	flow,	displaying	featured	titles	prominently,	making	clear	distinctions	between	fiction	and	nonfiction,	categorizing	books	by	genre	or	topic,	and
adopting	a	hybrid	approach	to	book	leveling	if	needed.	1.	Some	books	might	be	better	suited	for	a	specific	purpose,	like	fluency	practice	or	take-home	books.	2.	Using	stickers	can	help	put	books	back	in	their	bins,	especially	if	they're	stored	in	labeled	categories.	3.	Colby	Sharp	suggests	using	a	numbering	system	to	keep	track	of	book	bins	and	labels;
he	uses	duct	tape	for	a	simple	look.	4.	Color-coding	book	spines	can	be	practical,	making	it	easy	to	find	chapter	books	spine	out.	5.	Adding	descriptive	labels	to	shelves	or	sections	can	help	with	organization	even	if	you	don't	use	bins.	6.	Set	aside	space	on	the	shelves	initially	and	gradually	add	more	books	as	the	school	year	progresses.	7.	Regularly
review	your	collection	to	identify	books	that	are	misleading,	ugly,	superseded,	trivial,	irrelevant,	or	easily	found	elsewhere	(MUSTIE).	8.	Work	towards	adding	diverse	titles	over	time;	consider	using	a	questionnaire	to	find	gaps	in	representation.	Create	an	inviting	atmosphere	in	your	classroom	library	by	following	these	steps:	1.	Allow	kids	to	make
labels	for	book	bins.	This	encourages	ownership	and	makes	them	more	interested	in	exploring	the	books.	2.	Teach	students	what	the	labels	mean	and	use	genre	descriptions	that	also	serve	as	guidance	on	choosing	books.	3.	Update	your	book	bins	regularly	throughout	the	year,	keeping	the	library	fresh	and	interesting.	Consider	using	clear	pockets
with	labels	for	easy	swapping.	4.	Organize	a	grand	opening	or	reopening	event	to	generate	excitement	about	the	library	space.	5.	Showcase	students'	favorite	books	by	featuring	them	prominently	in	the	library.	6.	Give	a	reading	interest	survey	at	the	start	of	the	year	to	gather	information	on	kids'	interests	and	use	it	to	place	appealing	books	and
topics	in	prominent	locations.	7.	Plan	a	classroom	library	scavenger	hunt	to	familiarize	kids	with	what's	available	and	build	excitement.	8.	Curate	unique	text	collections	based	on	interesting	book	categories,	such	as	Tear	Jerkers	or	You	Won't	Believe	It,	to	entice	readers	and	support	your	curriculum.	9.	Display	trending	recommendations	to	help	kids
easily	discover	new	books.	10.	Highlight	"staff"	picks	by	having	rotating	student	recommendations,	which	can	include	contributions	from	other	classes	or	school	administrators.	11.	Add	audiobook	options	to	provide	more	choices	for	students	and	expand	accessibility	for	those	with	different	reading	levels	or	language	backgrounds.	12.	Implement	a
system	for	handling	misplaced	or	damaged	books,	such	as	a	return	bin	and	book	hospital.	13.	Consider	assigning	a	student	librarian	to	take	care	of	the	library	space,	facing	books,	and	maintaining	organization.	Creating	a	thriving	classroom	library	involves	several	key	strategies.	Firstly,	organizing	books	by	genre	or	author	can	help	students	navigate
the	collection	more	easily.	This	includes	returning	books	to	their	designated	bins	or	shelves	at	the	end	of	each	day.	Utilizing	a	classroom	library	app	can	also	streamline	book	management,	making	it	feel	like	a	real	library	experience	for	kids	while	saving	time	and	resources.	Moreover,	maintaining	a	wish	list	based	on	inventory	gaps	allows	teachers	to
identify	missing	titles	in	popular	series	or	specific	subject	areas,	such	as	nonfiction	books	about	sharks	or	samurai.	This	approach	ensures	that	the	classroom	library	remains	up-to-date	and	relevant	to	students'	interests.


