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From	Middle	English	mening,	menyng,	equivalent	to	mean	+"	-ing.	Cognate	with	Scots	mening	(intent,	purpose,	sense,	meaning"),	West	Frisian	miening	(opinion,	mind"),	Dutch	mening	(view,	opinion,	judgement"),	German	Meinung	(opinion,	view,	mind,	idea"),	Danish	and	Swedish	mening	(meaning,	sense,	sentence,	opinion"),	Icelandic	meining
(meaning").	From	Wiktionary	Seemean.	From	WiktionaryMeaningnounEtymology:	from	mean.1.	Purpose;	intention.I	am	no	honest	man,	if	there	be	any	good	meaning	toward	you.William	Shakespeare,	King	Lear.2.	Habitual	intention.Some	whose	meaning	hath	at	first	been	fair,Grow	knaves	by	use,	and	rebels	by	despair.Wentworth	Dillon.3.	The	sense;
the	thing	understood.The	meaning,	not	the	name,	I	call:	for	thou,Not	of	the	Muses	nine.John	Milton,	Par.	Lost,	b.	vii.These	lost	the	sense	their	learning	to	display,And	those	explaind	the	meaning	quite	away.Alexander	Pope.No	word	more	frequently	in	the	mouths	of	men	than	conscience;	and	the	meaning	of	it	is,	in	some	measure,	understood:	however,
it	is	a	word	extremely	abused	by	many,	who	apply	other	meanings	to	it	which	God	Almighty	never	intended.Jonathan	Swift,	Miscel.	A	B	C	D	E	F	G	H	I	J	K	L	M	N	O	P	Q	R	S	T	U	V	W	X	Y	Z	Englishedit	English	Wikipedia	has	an	article	on:meaningWikipedia	Pronunciationedit	(UK)	IPA(key):	/min/(US)	IPA(key):	/min/Rhymes:	-inEtymology	1edit	From
Middle	English	mening,	menyng,	equivalent	to	mean	+	-ing.	Cognate	with	Scots	mening	(intent,	purpose,	sense,	meaning),	West	Frisian	miening	(opinion,	mind),	Dutch	mening	(view,	opinion,	judgement),	German	Meinung	(opinion,	view,	mind,	idea),	Danish	and	Swedish	mening	(meaning,	sense,	sentence,	opinion),	Icelandic	meining
(meaning).Nounedit	meaning	(countable	and	uncountable,	plural	meanings)(of	words,	expressions	or	symbols)The	denotation,	referent,	or	idea	connected	with	a	word,	expression,	or	symbol.1907	August,	Robert	W[illiam]	Chambers,	chapter	VIII,	in	The	Younger	Set,	New	York,	N.Y.:	D.	Appleton	&	Company,	OCLC:Elbows	almost	touching	they	leaned
at	ease,	idly	reading	the	almost	obliterated	lines	engraved	there.	"I	never	understood	it,"	she	observed,	lightly	scornful.	"What	occult	meaning	has	a	sun-dial	for	the	spooney?	I'm	sure	I	don't	want	to	read	riddles	in	a	strange	gentleman's	optics."The	connotation	associated	with	a	word,	expression,	or	symbol.The	purpose,	value,	or	significance	(of
something)	beyond	the	fact	of	that	thing's	existence.the	meaning	of	lifeThe	number	of	persons	attending	the	vigil	had	a	lot	of	meaning	to	the	families.(of	a	person's	actions)	Intention.c.	1610?,	Walter	Raleigh,	A	Discourse	of	War:It	was	their	meaning	to	take	what	they	needed	by	strong	hand.1859,	Charles	Dickens,	The	Haunted	House:[]	there	was
nothing	in	the	house,	what	there	was,	was	broken,	the	last	people	must	have	lived	like	pigs,	what	could	the	meaning	of	the	landlord	be?Synonymsedit	(denotation	of	words	etc.):	acceptation,	definition,	parsing,	sense(connotation	of	words	etc.):	flavor,	implication,	import,	insinuation,	tone(something	beyond	a	thing's	existence):	purpose,	significance(of
a	person's	actions):	goal,	aim,	plan,	intentHyponymsedit	The	terms	below	need	to	be	checked	and	allocated	to	the	definitions	(senses)	of	the	headword	above.	Each	term	should	appear	in	the	sense	for	which	it	is	appropriate.	For	synonyms	and	antonyms	you	may	use	the	templates	{{syn|en|...}}	or	{{ant|en|...}}.	Derived	termsedit	Translationsedit
Etymology	2edit	From	mean	+	-ing.Verbedit	meaning	Adjectiveedit	meaning	(comparative	more	meaning,	superlative	most	meaning)Having	a	(specified)	intention.Well/ill	meaning.Expressing	some	intention	or	significance;	meaningful.1839,	Edgar	Allan	Poe,	William	Wilson:I	might,	to-day,	have	been	a	better,	and	thus	a	happier	man,	had	I	less
frequently	rejected	the	counsels	embodied	in	those	meaning	whispers	which	I	then	but	too	cordially	hated	and	too	bitterly	despised.1907,	Barbara	Baynton,	edited	by	Sally	Krimmer	and	Alan	Lawson,	Human	Toll	(Portable	Australian	Authors:	Barbara	Baynton),	St	Lucia:	University	of	Queensland	Press,	published	1980,	page	243:There	was	a	meaning
pause,	broken	by	old	Stein	again	clapping	his	hands.1978,	Jane	Gardam,	God	on	the	Rocks,	Abacus,	published	2014,	page	160:[T]he	new	friends	[]	knew	nothing	and	did	not	particularly	care	to	hear	about	the	beautiful	mother	with	her	long,	meaning	looks	and	liquid	dresses	and	distant	smile.Referencesedit	meaning,	in	OneLook	Dictionary
Search.Anagramsedit	noun	(3)adjective	(2)View	synonyms	for	meaningwhat	is	intended	to	be,	or	actually	is,	expressed	or	indicated;	signification;	import.the	three	meanings	of	a	word.Synonyms:	trend,	drift,	gist,	tenorthe	end,	purpose,	or	significance	of	something.What	is	the	meaning	of	life?	What	is	the	meaning	of	this	intrusion?Linguistics.the
nonlinguistic	cultural	correlate,	reference,	or	denotation	of	a	linguistic	form;	expression.linguistic	content	(expression	).intentioned	(usually	used	in	combination).She's	a	well-meaning	person.full	of	significance;	expressive.the	sense	or	significance	of	a	word,	sentence,	symbol,	etc;	import;	semantic	or	lexical	contentthe	purpose	underlying	or	intended
by	speech,	action,	etcthe	inner,	symbolic,	or	true	interpretation,	value,	or	messagevalid	content;	efficacya	law	with	little	or	no	meaningphilosophythe	sense	of	an	expression;	its	connotationthe	reference	of	an	expression;	its	denotation.	In	recent	philosophical	writings	meaning	can	be	used	in	both	the	above	senses	See	also	senseCollins	English
Dictionary	Complete	&	Unabridged	2012	Digital	Edition	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012expressive	of	some	sense,	intention,	criticism,	etcCollins	English	Dictionary	Complete	&	Unabridged	2012	Digital	Edition	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986
HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012meaningly	adverbmeaningness	nounsubmeaning	nounundermeaning	nounMeaning,	purport,	sense,	significance	denote	that	which	is	expressed	or	indicated	by	something.	Meaning	is	the	general	word	denoting	that	which	is	intended	to	be	or	actually	is	expressed	or	indicated:
the	meaning	of	a	word	or	glance.	Sense	may	be	used	to	denote	a	particular	meaning	(among	others)	of	a	word	or	phrase:	The	word	is	frequently	used	in	this	sense.	Sense	may	also	be	used	loosely	to	refer	to	intelligible	meaning:	There's	no	sense	in	what	he	says.	Significance	refers	particularly	to	a	meaning	that	is	implied	rather	than	expressed:	the
significance	of	her	glance;	or	to	a	meaning	the	importance	of	which	may	not	be	easy	to	perceive	immediately:	The	real	significance	of	his	words	was	not	grasped	at	the	time.	Purport	is	mainly	limited	to	the	meaning	of	a	formal	document,	speech,	important	conversation,	etc.,	and	refers	to	the	gist	of	something	fairly	complicated:	the	purport	of	your
letter	to	the	editor.Examples	have	not	been	reviewed.That	potent	yearning	never	fully	dissipated;	Osbourne	always	sounded	like	a	seeker,	something	constantly	in	search	of	meaning.Seven	has	always	been	Drakes	favorite	number,	but	it	has	a	new	meaning	to	her	now.Many	of	their	friends	are	Neets,	meaning	they	are	not	in	education,	employment	or
training,	and	one	has	applied	for	"more	than	100	jobs".This	year's	warmth	has	helped	them	move	through	their	lifecycle	quickly	meaning	their	survival	rate	has	been	remarkably	good;	spending	less	time	as	caterpillars	and	as	potential	bird	food.However,	two	legal	rulings	in	the	past	few	years	have	changed	that,	meaning	they	are	now	entitled	to
one.meaniemeaningfulBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact	usCookies,	terms,	&	privacyHelpFollow	usGet	the	Word	of	the	Day	every	day!	2025	Dictionary.com,	LLCEmojipedia	is	brought	to	you	by	Zedge,	the	world's	#1	phone	personalization	app	noun	jump	to	other	results	[uncountable,	countable]
meaning	(of	something)	the	thing	or	idea	that	a	sound,	word,	sign,	etc.	representsWhat's	the	meaning	of	this	word?Words	often	have	several	meanings.I	am	using	the	word	with	its	original	meaning.The	literal	meaning	of	China	is	the	country	at	the	centre.Honesty?	He	doesn't	know	the	meaning	of	the	word!WordfinderWordfinder	see	also	lexical
meaningExtra	ExamplesI	can't	grasp	the	meaning	of	this	quotation.The	customer	did	not	understand	the	meaning	of	the	licence	terms.It	is	difficult	for	a	non-Italian	to	grasp	all	the	nuances	of	meaning.Some	of	the	symbols	carry	meaning	and	some	just	represent	sounds.The	context	largely	determines	the	meaning.The	copy	editor	uses	her	skill	to
clarify	the	meaning.The	word	gay	took	on	its	modern	meaning	in	the	1960s.There's	often	a	double	meaning	in	jokes	and	riddles.These	translation	errors	alter	the	meaning	of	the	sentence.Oxford	Collocations	Dictionaryadjectiveverb	+	meaningprepositionin	a/the	meaningwith	a/the	meaningmeaningbehindphrasesa	nuance	of	meaninga	shade	of
meaningSee	full	entry	[uncountable,	countable]	the	things	or	ideas	that	somebody	wishes	to	communicate	to	you	by	what	they	say	or	doIt	is	important	to	make	your	meaning	clear.I	don't	quite	get	your	meaning	(=	understand	what	you	mean	to	say).What's	the	meaning	of	this?	I	explicitly	told	you	not	to	leave	the	room.Extra	ExamplesI	think	you
misunderstood	my	meaning.I'm	sure	there's	no	hidden	meaning	in	what	he	says.She	assigns	a	meaning	to	his	words	they	just	didn't	have.Oxford	Collocations	Dictionaryadjectiveverb	+	meaningprepositionin	a/the	meaningwith	a/the	meaningmeaningbehindphrasesa	nuance	of	meaninga	shade	of	meaningSee	full	entry	[uncountable]	the	real	importance
of	a	feeling	or	an	experienceWith	Anna	he	learned	the	meaning	of	love.The	story	explores	the	true	meaning	of	freedom.It	is	difficult	to	grasp	the	meaning	of	these	events.Extra	ExamplesFor	her,	the	research	trip	had	a	different	meaning:	she	was	going	home.I	am	finally	learning	the	real	meaning	of	moderation.Oxford	Collocations
Dictionaryadjectiveverb	+	meaningprepositionSee	full	entry	[uncountable,	countable]	the	ideas	that	a	writer,	artist,	etc.	wishes	to	communicate	through	a	book,	painting,	etc.several	layers	of	meaningThere	are,	of	course,	deeper	meanings	in	the	poem.This	chapter	is	important	if	the	reader	is	to	understand	the	full	meaning	of	this	novel.Extra
ExamplesThis	is	a	disturbing	tale	that	conveys	meaning	on	several	levels.For	him,	art	held	little	intrinsic	meaning.The	movie	ends	with	scenes	that	are	supposed	to	leave	us	pondering	its	meaning.Oxford	Collocations	Dictionaryadjectiveverb	+	meaningprepositionin	a/the	meaningwith	a/the	meaningmeaningbehindphrasesa	nuance	of	meaninga	shade
of	meaningSee	full	entry	[uncountable]	the	quality	or	sense	of	purpose	that	makes	you	feel	that	your	life	is	valuableHer	life	seemed	to	have	lost	all	meaning.Having	a	child	gave	new	meaning	to	their	lives.Extra	ExamplesFalling	in	love	gave	meaning	to	his	life.He	found	spiritual	meaning	through	religion.Her	work	no	longer	had	any	meaning	for
her.She's	searching	for	the	deeper	meaning	of	life.Young	people	can	feel	that	life	is	without	meaning.Oxford	Collocations	Dictionaryadjectiveverb	+	meaningprepositionSee	full	entry	Word	Originlate	Middle	English:	verbal	noun	from	mean	(verb).See	meaning	in	the	Oxford	Advanced	American	DictionarySee	meaning	in	the	Oxford	Learner's	Dictionary
of	Academic	English	

Automatic	transmission	explanation.	Automatic	car	transmission.	What	does	automatic	transmission	mean.	Why	is	automatic	transmission	more	expensive.	Transmission	automatic.	Automatic	transmission
meaning	of	letters.	Automatic	transmission	explained.
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