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Listen, your septic system is basically a living ecosystem - think of it as a tiny water treatment plant in your backyard. When I say “septic-safe” detergent, I'm not just throwing around a marketing term. I'm talking about products that won't kill off the beneficial bacteria doing the heavy lifting in your tank. Discover the ultimate homeowner’s guide to
keeping your septic system healthy and hassle-free. Inside, you’ll learn: v How to make a DIY Septic-Safe Laundry Detergent. v The Top 10 Household Products to avoid. v Emergency Tips to prevent costly septic disasters. v A Printable Septic Maintenance Checklist. 10,000+ homeowners already downloaded! Listen, your septic system is basically a
living ecosystem - think of it as a tiny water treatment plant in your backyard. When I say “septic-safe” detergent, I'm not just throwing around a marketing term. I'm talking about products that won’t kill off the beneficial bacteria doing the heavy lifting in your tank. According to EPA guidelines, your septic system is basically a living ecosystem -
think of it as a tiny water treatment plant in your backyard. Here’s the straight talk: septic-safe detergents are specifically formulated to break down completely in your system without leaving harmful residues or killing off those hardworking bacteria. Think of it like feeding your septic system a healthy diet instead of junk food. The key difference?
These detergents are: Biodegradable (they break down naturally) Low in surfactants (the cleaning agents that create suds) Free from phosphates (chemicals that can cause algae blooms) Without harsh antibacterial agents (which kill the good bacteria along with the bad) The American Chemical Society explains why phosphates were banned in
detergents - they’re basically steroids for algae, and they’ll wreck both your system and the environment. Let me paint you a picture of what happens when you use the wrong detergent. Those harsh chemicals flow into your tank and start wreaking havoc immediately. It’s like pouring poison into a fish tank - sure, the water looks clean, but you’'ve just
killed everything keeping the system in balance. Over time, this leads to: Sludge buildup that won’t break down Clogged leach fields (that’s a $5,000-$10,000 repair, by the way) Backed-up pipes And yeah, those lovely septic odors nobody wants wafting across their yard m Plant-based surfactants m Zero phosphates m No antibacterial agents m HE
Liquid: 2 tablespoons max m Regular Liquid: % cup max m Pods: One pod only m Excessive suds after rinse m Slow draining fixtures m Sewage odors after laundry Remember: Using the right detergent in the right amount isn’t just about clean clothes - it’s about protecting your $20,000-30,000 septic system investment. Plant-based surfactants Natural
enzymes Oxygen-based bleach alternatives Biodegradable cleaning agents Phosphates (these are like steroids for algae) Chlorine bleach Antibacterial agents Methylisothiazolinone (if you can’t pronounce it, your septic system probably can’t digest it) Here’s what conventional detergents do to your septic system: imagine dumping a bucket of
antibacterial soap into your compost pile. Everything that should be breaking down just... sits there. That’s exactly what happens in your septic tank when you use harsh detergents. The real kicker? These problems don’t show up overnight. By the time you notice issues, you're usually looking at some serious damage. I’ve seen too many homeowners
learn this lesson the hard way - usually around $8,000-$12,000 worth of the hard way. Think of your septic system like a pet - feed it right, and it’ll serve you well for years. Feed it garbage, and well, you’ll be calling folks like me for expensive repairs. Remember: Using septic-safe detergent isn’t just about being environmentally conscious (though
that’s a nice bonus). It’s about protecting a significant investment in your home and avoiding those middle-of-the-night septic emergencies that nobody wants to deal with. Next up, we’ll look at specific products that won’t wreck your system or empty your wallet. But first, here’s a quick tip from the trenches: if your current detergent creates tons of
suds, it’s probably not doing your septic system any favors. Think gentle cleaning power, not bubble bath. Look, I’ve been in the septic business for years, and if there’s one thing I've learned, it’s that not all “septic-safe” detergents are created equal. Let’s cut through the marketing hype and get to what actually works. Brand Best For Cost Per Load
Septic Safety Rating Cleaning Power ECOS Overall Best $0.23 Excellent Very Good Charlie’s Soap Budget Pick $0.17 Very Good Good Dr. Bronner’s Natural Choice $0.28 Excellent Excellent Seventh Generation Hard Water $0.25 Very Good Very Good Dropps Premium $0.30 Excellent Excellent Listen, ECOS isn’t just another “eco-friendly” brand
jumping on the bandwagon. This stuff actually works, and here’s why: Plant-based enzymes that break down completely Zero phosphates (your drain field will thank you) Works in cold water (saves you money on utilities) Actually cleans your clothes (shocking, I know) Cost: Around $0.23 per loadReal talk: You're getting what you pay for here -
reliable cleaning power that won’t murder your septic system. If you’'re watching your pennies (and who isn’t these days?), Charlie’s Soap is your friend. Here’s the deal: Super concentrated (a little goes a long way) No fillers or fake fragrances Rinses clean (no residue buildup in your pipes) About half the cost of premium brands Cost: About $0.17
per loadThe catch? You might need to pre-treat tough stains. But at this price point, I can live with that. Yeah, I know - it looks like something your great-grandmother would use. But there’s a reason this stuff has been around forever: Pure Castile soap (biodegrades like a dream) Multi-purpose (can use it for other cleaning jobs) Zero synthetic
preservatives Works great in cold water Cost: $0.28 per loadWorth noting: A bit pricier, but versatile enough to replace several other cleaning products. Got hard water? This is your detergent. Trust me, I've seen what hard water does to septic systems AND washing machines: Built-in water softeners No optical brighteners Plant-based cleaning
agents Specifically formulated for mineral-heavy water Cost: $0.25 per loadPro tip: If your fixtures have white buildup, you need this stuff. Look, if you want the convenience of pods without compromising your septic system (and don’t mind paying for it), Dropps is the answer: Zero plastic packaging Completely dissolving pods Super concentrated
formula No synthetic fragrances or dyes Cost: $0.30 per loadStraight talk: It’s the priciest option, but it’s basically foolproof to use. Here’s something the big detergent companies won’t tell you: Just because they slap “septic safe” on the label doesn’t make it true. I've pumped enough tanks to tell you what really happens down there. These
recommended brands? They’'re the ones I trust in my own home. Before you make your final choice, let me share a quick story: Last month, I got called to a septic emergency. The homeowner had been using a “regular” brand that claimed to be septic safe. Their tank looked like a bubble bath gone wrong, and their drain field was practically clogged
solid. Cost them nearly $4,000 to fix. The right detergent would have cost them maybe $20 more per year. Sometimes cheap isn’t really cheap, if you know what I mean. Next up, we’ll talk about how to shop smart for these detergents - because even the best product can cause problems if you don’t use it right. Smart Shopping Guide for Septic-Safe
Detergents Look, buying laundry detergent isn’t rocket science, but when you’'ve got a septic system, there are some things you need to know. After 20 years of dealing with failed systems, let me save you some expensive headaches. First things first - forget the pretty pictures and marketing fluff. Here’s what you actually need to look for: Ingredients
You Want: Plant-based surfactants (these are your cleaning agents) Natural enzymes (they break down the gunk) Biodegradable materials (stuff that actually dissolves) Oxygen-based brighteners (not the chemical stuff) Red Flags (Put it Back on the Shelf): Phosphates (absolute septic system killers) “Antibacterial” anything (your septic needs those
bacteria) Nonylphenol ethoxylates (NPEs) Artificial brighteners Pro Tip: If the ingredient list looks like a chemistry exam, move along. Your septic system likes it simple. Here’s something that drives me nuts: People thinking more suds means cleaner clothes. Wrong. In fact, those mountains of bubbles are probably destroying your septic system right
now. High-Efficiency (HE) vs. Regular Concentration: HE detergents: Use these. They're concentrated and low-sudsing Regular detergents: Usually more water and chemicals than actual cleaning power Ultra-concentrated: Be careful - you need to use way less than you think Think about it this way: You wouldn’t put five times the oil in your car just
because you can, right? Same principle. Let’s talk money. I know those budget detergents are tempting, but here’s the real cost breakdown: Cheap Detergent: $8/month for detergent +$200/year in extra water usage +$3,000-5,000 potential septic repairs = Not actually cheap Quality Septic-Safe Detergent: $15/month for detergent Normal water
usage Happy septic system = Actually cheaper in the long run Listen up, because this is important: Water temperature affects how your detergent works, and I've seen plenty of people waste money by not understanding this. Use cold-water specific detergents May need slightly more product Saves energy Better for your clothes Most detergents work
better Harder on your clothes Costs more Not necessarily better for cleaning Best all-around choice Good cleaning power Decent energy efficiency Works with most detergents Got hard water? You're not alone. About 85% of homes in the US do, and it changes everything about how your detergent works. Hard Water Needs: Look for detergents with
water softeners built in You might need slightly more product Consider a whole-house softener (it’ll save your pipes too) Soft Water Tips: Use LESS detergent (I mean it - like 25% less) Any decent septic-safe detergent will work fine Skip the extra softening agents Here’s a quick test: Fill a clear water bottle halfway with water from your tap. Add 10
drops of pure liquid soap (like Dr. Bronner’s). Shake it up. If it’s cloudy with few bubbles, you've got hard water. Clear with lots of bubbles? Soft water. Don’t get overwhelmed by all this. Here’s what it boils down to: Buy a decent septic-safe detergent, use the right amount, and pay attention to your water type. Do that, and you’ll save yourself from
one of those lovely midnight calls to your local septic guy (trust me, you don’t want to meet me at midnight). Remember: The money you “save” on cheap detergent is probably sitting in your septic tank right now, turning into an expensive problem. Ask me how I know. Next up, we’ll talk about using your detergent the right way - because even the
best product can cause problems if you're not measuring it correctly. Listen, I've pumped enough septic tanks to know that even the best detergent can cause problems if you’re using it wrong. And let me tell you - most folks are using way too much. Let’s fix that. Here’s the thing about modern detergents - they’re concentrated. That little line on
your measuring cup? It’s not a suggestion, it’s a limit. Think of it like engine oil - more isn’t better, it’s just more expensive and potentially damaging. For a Standard Load (8-10 pounds of clothes): HE Liquid: 2 tablespoons (yes, that’s it) Regular Liquid: Y2 cup maximum Powder: 2-3 tablespoons Pods: ONE pod (I don’t care how dirty the clothes are)
For Heavy Loads: Add an extra tablespoon at most Pre-treat stains instead of using more detergent Never double-pod it (I've seen the damage) You wouldn’t put one sock in the washer, right? But I see people overloading their machines all the time. Both extremes are rough on your septic system. Perfect Load Sizes: Top-Loader: Fill to the barrel holes
(about % full) Front-Loader: Fill to the door’s halfway point HE Machines: Don’t pack it more than 80% full Too small? You're wasting water and detergent. Too big? Nothing gets clean, and you’ll just run it again anyway. Let me bust a myth right now: Hot water doesn’t automatically mean cleaner clothes. In fact, for most loads, you're just wasting
energy and potentially damaging your clothes. Here’s the real deal: Cold (60°F): Perfect for darks, delicates, and regular loads Warm (90°F): Best for man-made fibers and moderately soiled items Hot (120°F+): Only for whites, seriously soiled work clothes, or sanitizing Pro Tip: If you're using a quality septic-safe detergent, cold water works fine for
90% of your loads. Save the hot water for when you really need it. Here’s something most people don’t know: Your washer shouldn’t look like a bubble bath. If it does, you're killing your septic system one load at a time. Warning Signs of Detergent Overuse: Clothes feel stiff or have a residue Washer smells musty Gray or white streaks on dark clothes
Suds remain after the rinse cycle Washer has a film inside Quick Test: Run an empty wash cycle. If you see any suds, you’'re using too much detergent, and it’s building up in your machine AND your septic system. After 20 years in this business, I can tell you exactly what detergent damage looks like in a septic system. Watch out for these red flags:
Early Warning Signs: Slow-draining sinks and tubs Gurgling sounds in pipes Washing machine backing up Grass growing faster over your septic field That lovely septic smell when you do laundry If you're seeing any of these, don’t wait. You're looking at a problem that’s only going to get more expensive. Here’s what kills me: People think they're
saving money by using more detergent or buying the cheap stuff. But let me break down what I see in the field: Proper Usage: $30/month in quality detergent Normal septic function System lasts 25-30 years Improper Usage: $15/month in cheap detergent $150/month in extra water and energy $5,000-10,000 in early septic repairs System fails in 10-
15 years Look, I get it. Nobody wants to spend more on laundry detergent. But trust me - I make a lot more money fixing septic systems than I do giving advice about detergent. Take it from someone who sees the aftermath: Do it right the first time. Next up, we’ll talk about making your own septic-safe detergent. Because if you're going to do this
yourself, I want to make sure you’'re not creating another problem I'll have to fix later. Look, I know why you’re here. Laundry detergent isn’t cheap, and you’re thinking of making your own. After seeing hundreds of septic systems over the years, I'll tell you exactly how to do this right - and more importantly, how not to create a $10,000 problem
while trying to save $30. The Septic-Safe Recipe That Works 1 cup washing soda (NOT baking soda) 1 cup borax 1 bar of grated castile soap (like Dr. Bronner’s) Optional: 20 drops of essential oil (lavender or tea tree) Grate the soap bar (like you're grating cheese) Mix everything in a container Use 2-3 tablespoons per load Store in an airtight
container Cost per load: About $0.11 Got tougher loads? Here’s the beefed-up version that’s still septic-safe: Enhanced Recipe: Basic recipe (above) 2 cup oxygen-based bleach (like OxiClean) %2 cup citric acid (helps with hard water) Important: Don’t add chlorine bleach or vinegar. I don’t care what Pinterest says - that stuff will wreck your system
faster than a teenager with a credit card. According to USGS research, certain detergent chemicals can contaminate groundwater for years after they enter your septic system. I've seen this firsthand in failed systems. Let’s talk money, because that’s why we’re here: Store-Bought Detergent (Monthly): Premium brands: $25-30 Mid-range brands: $15-
20 Cheap stuff: $8-10 (but costs you later in repairs) DIY Recipe (Monthly): Basic recipe: $7-9 Enhanced recipe: $10-12 Storage containers: $5 (one-time) Time investment: 15 minutes Annual Savings: Around $180-240 (not bad for 15 minutes of work) Here’s where I get serious, because I've seen what happens when people get creative with cleaning
chemicals: Absolute No-Nos: NO chlorine bleach NO ammonia NO vinegar in the recipe (use it for rinsing if you want) NO mixing random “natural” cleaners together NO essential oils in massive quantities Safety Rules: Wear gloves (borax is natural but can irritate skin) Mix in a ventilated area Label everything clearly Keep away from kids and pets
Store in a cool, dry place Right Uses: Regular laundry loads Lightly to moderately soiled clothes Cold or warm water washes Most fabric types Wrong Uses: Don’t use on: Heavy grease stains Medical waste Seriously soiled work clothes When you need sanitizing (use store-bought) After seeing what works (and cleaning up after what doesn’t), here’s
what you need to know: For Better Results: Pre-treat stains immediately Use warm water for the first load to make sure it dissolves Shake the mixture before each use Add an extra tablespoon for large loads Run an empty hot water load monthly to clean your machine Storage Tips: Keep it sealed tight (it can clump) Make smaller batches in humid
climates Label with the date you made it Don’t store directly on concrete Keep measuring spoon in the container Look, I get why you want to make your own detergent. Just do it right. I'd rather see you using a properly made DIY solution than the cheapest store brand that’s going to have me out here replacing your leach field next spring. Remember:
The goal isn’t just to save money - it’s to save money without creating expensive problems down the line. I've pumped enough tanks to know the difference between being frugal and being penny-wise but pound-foolish. Next up, we’ll talk about protecting your investment in your septic system. Because whether you’re using store-bought or homemade
detergent, there’s more to keeping your system healthy than just what goes down the drain. Listen, a septic system isn’t just a hole in the ground - it’s a $15,000-30,000 investment in your property. After 20 years of digging up failed systems, I can tell you that most problems could have been prevented with some basic maintenance. Let’s talk about
keeping your system running without breaking the bank. Forget what your neighbor told you about flushing yeast or whatever miracle cure they’re pushing this week. Here’s what actually matters: Water Management: Space out your laundry loads (3-4 per day max) Fix leaky faucets (that drip costs you $100/year in septic life) Install water-efficient
fixtures (your system will thank you) Avoid running multiple water-heavy appliances at once And please, for the love of all things sacred, stop putting garbage disposal waste down there. I don’t care what the disposal manufacturer says - it’s like feeding your septic system a Big Mac three times a day. The National Environmental Services Center
recommends specific maintenance schedules based on your household size and system type. From my field experience, these guidelines are spot-on. I’ve seen too many homeowners ignore these signs until it’s too late: Early Problems (Fix These Now): Slow-flushing toilets Wet spots in yard Grass growing faster over septic field Sewage smells (no, it’s
not your imagination) Backing up during laundry Emergency Signs (Call Today): Multiple backed-up drains Sewage backing up in house Standing water over tank System making weird noises Sewage odors indoors Look, I appreciate DIY spirit, but some jobs need a professional. Call one when: You haven’t had a pump-out in 5+ years Multiple drains
are slow You hear gurgling in pipes Water’s backing up You're selling your house You notice ground sinking near tank Don’t wait until it’s an emergency. Emergency calls cost 3-4 times more than scheduled maintenance. Trust me, I know - I charge those rates. Want to save money? Here’s how to do it right: Smart Savings: Install risers ($200 now
saves $100 per pump-out) Get water-efficient appliances Fix leaks immediately Keep records of all maintenance Join a maintenance program (15-20% savings) False Economy (Don’t Do These): Skipping pump-outs Using chemical treatments Ignoring small problems DIY repairs without permits Buying the cheapest parts Let me break down what I see
in the field: Proper Maintenance: Pump every 3-5 years: $300-400 Annual inspection: $100-200 Basic repairs as needed: $200-300/year System lasts: 25-30 years Neglected System: Emergency pump-out: $800-1,000 Major repairs: $5,000-10,000 Early replacement: $15,000-30,000 System lasts: 10-15 years Here’s a story that’ll stick with you: Last
month, I got called to a “minor” backup. Homeowner had been saving money by skipping pump-outs for 8 years. Know what I found? A completely failed system that cost them $22,000 to replace. They saved $800 in pump-outs but lost $22,000. That’s not math that works in your favor. Remember: Your septic system is like your car - you can pay a
little now for maintenance, or a lot later for repairs. Unlike your car, you can’t trade in a failed septic system for a new one without taking out a second mortgage. Next up, I'll answer the questions I get asked most often in the field. Because after 20 years of doing this, I've heard every septic system myth there is, and it’s time to set the record
straight. Listen, after 20 years in the septic business, I've heard every question imaginable. Here are the ones I get most often, answered straight - no fluff, just facts. Short answer: You can, but you probably shouldn’t.Here’s the deal - while Tide makes a “septic safe” claim, I've pumped enough tanks to tell you what really happens. Regular Tide is
heavy on chemicals and surfactants that can disrupt your septic bacteria. If you love Tide, at least use their “Pure Clean” version, and use half of what they recommend.Think of it this way: Your septic system is like a pet goldfish. Sure, it might survive on potato chips, but that doesn’t mean it’s a good idea. Are you wondering if laundry detergent is
safe in a septic system or on-site sewage facility? Knowing which products are best for your plumbing and septic systems can be hard, as many options are available. Discover the ultimate homeowner’s guide to keeping your septic system healthy and hassle-free. Inside, you’ll learn: v How to make a DIY Septic-Safe Laundry Detergent. v The Top 10
Household Products to avoid. v Emergency Tips to prevent costly septic disasters. v A Printable Septic Maintenance Checklist. 10,0004+ homeowners already downloaded! Many people may think all laundry detergents are created equal, but they often contain chemicals and additives that could harm water quality from your taps or negatively affect
the environment. In this article, we’ll discuss why it’s important to opt for safe and environmentally friendly laundry detergents when dealing with a septic system so that you can ensure both cleanliness and sustainability. Laundry detergent is a necessary household item that helps remove dirt, debris, and odors from clothing. But when it comes to
septic systems, not all laundry detergents are created equal. Is laundry detergent safe for use in homes with septic systems? The answer depends on the type of product selected. Septic systems rely on a delicate balance of bacteria and enzymes to break down solids, oils, grease, and other debris. When this balance is disrupted, it can cause septic
system backups, clogs, and other issues that could require costly repairs. For this reason, homeowners with septic systems need to select laundry detergents that are safe to use. When shopping for your laundry detergents for a septic well, look for “septic safe” or “septic-tank friendly” products. These products are designed to break down quickly and
safely without impacting the delicate balance of bacteria in septic systems. Additionally, you should avoid septic-safe detergents containing phosphates or chlorine bleach, as these can damage septic systems over time. It is also important to always follow the manufacturer’s instructions when using laundry detergent. Overusing any product can
increase the risk of septic system damage, so it’s best to measure and use the recommended amount of liquid laundry detergent each time you do laundry. By selecting the right kind of laundry detergent, you can help keep your septic system healthy and avoid costly repairs. Always check product labels to ensure the product is safe for septic systems
before using it in your home. You can enjoy clean, fresh-smelling laundry and a healthy septic system with some care and attention. Laundry detergents are essential for cleaning your clothes, but how do liquid detergents and their use impact septic systems? Many laundry products and powdered detergents contain surfactants, enzymes, and other
components that may interact with the environment of a septic system. It’s important to understand the risks posed by these detergents when properly maintaining a septic system. Surfactants are chemicals that reduce the surface tension between two liquids or solids, making them easier to mix and allowing dirt and other particles to be lifted off
surfaces during a wash cycle. These surfactants can lead to foam build-up in the tank, interfering with the normal biological process of breaking down solid waste. Additionally, if too much foam is produced, it can cause the tank to overflow, making a mess and potentially damaging your septic system. Enzymes are also commonly used in laundry
detergents to help break down proteins and fats in some soil types. While these enzymes can be beneficial for removing stubborn stains, they can also disrupt the balance of bacteria in your septic tank. When too many enzymes are present, they can reduce the microorganisms needed to properly break down solid waste. The presence of other
components in laundry detergents—such as bleach, dyes, or synthetic fragrances.—can also damage the septic system. Bleach, for example, can kill off beneficial bacteria responsible for breaking down solid waste and neutralizing harmful chemicals. Similarly, fragrances can interfere with the aerobic process of breaking down organic matter in the
tank. When using laundry detergent for septic use, many people are unaware of its effect on their septic systems. It is important to choose a detergent that is specifically designed for use in septic tanks. This will ensure the detergent won’t damage or clog up the already aerated septic system. Characteristics of septic-friendly and biodegradable
laundry detergents include low levels of surfactants, phosphates, and bleaching agents; biodegradable ingredients; non-toxic formulas. When shopping for laundry detergent brands, it is important to look for labels indicating the product is safe for septic and biodegradable. Several recommended brands and types of traditional laundry detergent exist
when choosing a septic-safe laundry detergent for septic systems. Seventh Generation is one of the more popular brands with their 4X Free & Clear Laundry Detergent and their Natural 4X Concentrated Laundry Detergent, both being safe for use in septic systems. Another great choice is Arm & Hammer Plus OxiClean Stain Fighters, which contains
oxygen bleach and is septic-safe. Using a safe liquid detergent for the se system can help keep the system running smoothly and avoid costly repairs or replacements in the future. If you have questions about whether a product is safe for your septic system, contact a professional for guidance. When choosing a septic-safe laundry detergent, several
brands and types of Tide laundry detergent are available. It is important to check product labels carefully to make an informed decision that will keep your septic system running properly. With the right septic-safe detergent, you can help ensure your system will remain in good condition for years. If you have a septic system, it’s important to consider
how laundry detergent affects it. The good news is that you can use laundry detergent with your septic system without damaging it as long as you do so responsibly. Here are some tips to help keep your septic system safe when using laundry detergents for septic systems: Use the right amount of detergent for your laundry load. Too much detergent
can overwhelm the septic system, while using too little can cause buildup in pipes and tanks over time. The best option is to read the instructions on the bottle and follow them closely. Try to spread out your laundry loads throughout the week. This will help minimize the stress on your septic system and give it time to recover between loads. Choose a
detergent that is specifically formulated for use with septic systems. These detergents are designed to break down more quickly, which results in fewer clogs in pipes and tanks. Following these tips and using the correct laundry detergent ensures your septic system remains safe and functional for years. If you have questions about how laundry
detergents affect septic systems or need help maintaining yours, contact a qualified service provider. It is important to know if laundry detergent is safe for septic systems before you use it. The answer is yes but with a few qualifications and precautions. The ingredients contained in many of the popular brands of laundry detergents are designed to be
safe for septic systems; however, these same ingredients can cause problems further down the line. Excessive amounts of soap, bleach, and other harsh chemicals can lead to a drain field build-up that could clog up the system. Therefore, it is important to use laundry detergents in moderation and monitor water usage to help keep your septic system
functioning properly. Regular septic system inspections and maintenance are also key to optimal health. Septic systems must be inspected by a professional every 3-5 years and cleaned, if necessary, to ensure they operate properly and treat wastewater as intended. This should include checking the tank for any signs of damage or clogs that could
cause further problems. Finally, reducing household water consumption is necessary when dealing with a septic system. Excessive water usage can lead to clogged pipes, drains, and an overloaded septic tank. Limiting the amount of water used in day-to-day activities can help keep your septic system running optimally for many years. It is possible to
use regular laundry detergent with your septic system, though it is important to read the instructions on the bottle and follow them closely. Reducing water usage, spreading out laundry loads throughout the week, and using a detergent specifically formulated for septic systems can all help protect your system from damage. Septic-safe laundry
detergents are designed to break down faster than traditional laundry detergents and contain fewer harsh chemicals. These detergents are specifically formulated for septic systems and can help reduce the risk of clogging or buildup in pipes and tanks. Laundry detergents can affect the bacterial balance in your septic tank. When used in excess, the
surfactants in detergents can disrupt the natural bacteria balance, which is important for breaking down solid matter and treating wastewater. Bleach and fabric softeners should not be used with septic systems as they can cause problems such as clogging or buildup in pipes and tanks. Bleach is very harsh and can disrupt the natural bacterial
balance in your septic tank. It is always best to stick with detergents specifically designed for septic systems. To minimize the impact of laundry on your septic system, it is important to reduce water consumption from washing machines and use detergents specially formulated for septic systems. Spreading out your laundry loads throughout the week
and using a low-flow washing machine can also help reduce strain on your system. Yes, eco-friendly laundry detergent alternatives are safe for septic systems. These detergents typically contain fewer harsh chemicals and surfactants and can help reduce the risk of clogging or buildup in pipes and tanks. It is recommended to use one-half to three-
quarters of the amount of laundry detergent you would normally use with a municipal water system when dealing with a septic tank. Spreading your loads throughout the week and reducing water consumption is also important. Yes, using the wrong laundry detergent can cause septic system problems. Detergents not specifically formulated for septic
systems may contain harsh chemicals that could disrupt the natural bacteria balance in your tank, leading to clogs and other issues. In conclusion, always use safe and environmentally friendly laundry detergent when dealing with a septic system. Some signs that the laundry detergent pods might not be eco-friendly include strong odors and colors,
dyes, and chlorine bleach. A good way to ensure you choose the correct products is to read and check the label before use. Speaking to your local councils and experts will help you determine which concentrated liquid laundry detergent products are safe for use with your septic system. Listen, your septic system is basically a living ecosystem - think
of it as a tiny water treatment plant in your backyard. When I say “septic-safe” detergent, I'm not just throwing around a marketing term. I'm talking about products that won’t kill off the beneficial bacteria doing the heavy lifting in your tank. Discover the ultimate homeowner’s guide to keeping your septic system healthy and hassle-free. Inside, you’ll
learn: v How to make a DIY Septic-Safe Laundry Detergent. v The Top 10 Household Products to avoid. v Emergency Tips to prevent costly septic disasters. v A Printable Septic Maintenance Checklist. 10,000+ homeowners already downloaded! Listen, your septic system is basically a living ecosystem - think of it as a tiny water treatment plant in
your backyard. When I say “septic-safe” detergent, I'm not just throwing around a marketing term. I'm talking about products that won't kill off the beneficial bacteria doing the heavy lifting in your tank. According to EPA guidelines, your septic system is basically a living ecosystem - think of it as a tiny water treatment plant in your backyard. Here's
the straight talk: septic-safe detergents are specifically formulated to break down completely in your system without leaving harmful residues or killing off those hardworking bacteria. Think of it like feeding your septic system a healthy diet instead of junk food. The key difference? These detergents are: Biodegradable (they break down naturally) Low
in surfactants (the cleaning agents that create suds) Free from phosphates (chemicals that can cause algae blooms) Without harsh antibacterial agents (which kill the good bacteria along with the bad) The American Chemical Society explains why phosphates were banned in detergents - they’'re basically steroids for algae, and they’ll wreck both your
system and the environment. Let me paint you a picture of what happens when you use the wrong detergent. Those harsh chemicals flow into your tank and start wreaking havoc immediately. It’s like pouring poison into a fish tank - sure, the water looks clean, but you’ve just killed everything keeping the system in balance. Over time, this leads to:
Sludge buildup that won’t break down Clogged leach fields (that’s a $5,000-$10,000 repair, by the way) Backed-up pipes And yeah, those lovely septic odors nobody wants wafting across their yard m Plant-based surfactants m Zero phosphates m No antibacterial agents m HE Liquid: 2 tablespoons max m Regular Liquid: ¥ cup max m Pods: One pod only
m Excessive suds after rinse m Slow draining fixtures m Sewage odors after laundry Remember: Using the right detergent in the right amount isn’t just about clean clothes - it’s about protecting your $20,000-30,000 septic system investment. Plant-based surfactants Natural enzymes Oxygen-based bleach alternatives Biodegradable cleaning agents
Phosphates (these are like steroids for algae) Chlorine bleach Antibacterial agents Methylisothiazolinone (if you can’t pronounce it, your septic system probably can’t digest it) Here’s what conventional detergents do to your septic system: imagine dumping a bucket of antibacterial soap into your compost pile. Everything that should be breaking down
just... sits there. That’s exactly what happens in your septic tank when you use harsh detergents. The real kicker? These problems don’t show up overnight. By the time you notice issues, you're usually looking at some serious damage. ['ve seen too many homeowners learn this lesson the hard way - usually around $8,000-$12,000 worth of the hard
way. Think of your septic system like a pet - feed it right, and it’ll serve you well for years. Feed it garbage, and well, you’ll be calling folks like me for expensive repairs. Remember: Using septic-safe detergent isn’t just about being environmentally conscious (though that’s a nice bonus). It’s about protecting a significant investment in your home and
avoiding those middle-of-the-night septic emergencies that nobody wants to deal with. Next up, we’ll look at specific products that won’t wreck your system or empty your wallet. But first, here’s a quick tip from the trenches: if your current detergent creates tons of suds, it’s probably not doing your septic system any favors. Think gentle cleaning
power, not bubble bath. Look, I've been in the septic business for years, and if there’s one thing I've learned, it’s that not all “septic-safe” detergents are created equal. Let’s cut through the marketing hype and get to what actually works. Brand Best For Cost Per Load Septic Safety Rating Cleaning Power ECOS Overall Best $0.23 Excellent Very
Good Charlie’s Soap Budget Pick $0.17 Very Good Good Dr. Bronner’s Natural Choice $0.28 Excellent Excellent Seventh Generation Hard Water $0.25 Very Good Very Good Dropps Premium $0.30 Excellent Excellent Listen, ECOS isn’t just another “eco-friendly” brand jumping on the bandwagon. This stuff actually works, and here’s why: Plant-
based enzymes that break down completely Zero phosphates (your drain field will thank you) Works in cold water (saves you money on utilities) Actually cleans your clothes (shocking, I know) Cost: Around $0.23 per loadReal talk: You're getting what you pay for here - reliable cleaning power that won’t murder your septic system. If you're watching
your pennies (and who isn’t these days?), Charlie’s Soap is your friend. Here’s the deal: Super concentrated (a little goes a long way) No fillers or fake fragrances Rinses clean (no residue buildup in your pipes) About half the cost of premium brands Cost: About $0.17 per loadThe catch? You might need to pre-treat tough stains. But at this price point,
I can live with that. Yeah, I know - it looks like something your great-grandmother would use. But there’s a reason this stuff has been around forever: Pure Castile soap (biodegrades like a dream) Multi-purpose (can use it for other cleaning jobs) Zero synthetic preservatives Works great in cold water Cost: $0.28 per loadWorth noting: A bit pricier, but
versatile enough to replace several other cleaning products. Got hard water? This is your detergent. Trust me, I've seen what hard water does to septic systems AND washing machines: Built-in water softeners No optical brighteners Plant-based cleaning agents Specifically formulated for mineral-heavy water Cost: $0.25 per loadPro tip: If your
fixtures have white buildup, you need this stuff. Look, if you want the convenience of pods without compromising your septic system (and don’t mind paying for it), Dropps is the answer: Zero plastic packaging Completely dissolving pods Super concentrated formula No synthetic fragrances or dyes Cost: $0.30 per loadStraight talk: It’s the priciest
option, but it’s basically foolproof to use. Here’s something the big detergent companies won’t tell you: Just because they slap “septic safe” on the label doesn’t make it true. I've pumped enough tanks to tell you what really happens down there. These recommended brands? They’re the ones I trust in my own home. Before you make your final choice,
let me share a quick story: Last month, I got called to a septic emergency. The homeowner had been using a “regular” brand that claimed to be septic safe. Their tank looked like a bubble bath gone wrong, and their drain field was practically clogged solid. Cost them nearly $4,000 to fix. The right detergent would have cost them maybe $20 more per
year. Sometimes cheap isn’t really cheap, if you know what I mean. Next up, we’ll talk about how to shop smart for these detergents - because even the best product can cause problems if you don’t use it right. Smart Shopping Guide for Septic-Safe Detergents Look, buying laundry detergent isn’t rocket science, but when you’ve got a septic system,
there are some things you need to know. After 20 years of dealing with failed systems, let me save you some expensive headaches. First things first - forget the pretty pictures and marketing fluff. Here’s what you actually need to look for: Ingredients You Want: Plant-based surfactants (these are your cleaning agents) Natural enzymes (they break
down the gunk) Biodegradable materials (stuff that actually dissolves) Oxygen-based brighteners (not the chemical stuff) Red Flags (Put it Back on the Shelf): Phosphates (absolute septic system killers) “Antibacterial” anything (your septic needs those bacteria) Nonylphenol ethoxylates (NPEs) Artificial brighteners Pro Tip: If the ingredient list looks
like a chemistry exam, move along. Your septic system likes it simple. Here’s something that drives me nuts: People thinking more suds means cleaner clothes. Wrong. In fact, those mountains of bubbles are probably destroying your septic system right now. High-Efficiency (HE) vs. Regular Concentration: HE detergents: Use these. They’'re
concentrated and low-sudsing Regular detergents: Usually more water and chemicals than actual cleaning power Ultra-concentrated: Be careful - you need to use way less than you think Think about it this way: You wouldn’t put five times the o0il in your car just because you can, right? Same principle. Let’s talk money. I know those budget detergents
are tempting, but here’s the real cost breakdown: Cheap Detergent: $8/month for detergent +$200/year in extra water usage +$3,000-5,000 potential septic repairs = Not actually cheap Quality Septic-Safe Detergent: $15/month for detergent Normal water usage Happy septic system = Actually cheaper in the long run Listen up, because this is
important: Water temperature affects how your detergent works, and I've seen plenty of people waste money by not understanding this. Use cold-water specific detergents May need slightly more product Saves energy Better for your clothes Most detergents work better Harder on your clothes Costs more Not necessarily better for cleaning Best all-
around choice Good cleaning power Decent energy efficiency Works with most detergents Got hard water? You're not alone. About 85% of homes in the US do, and it changes everything about how your detergent works. Hard Water Needs: Look for detergents with water softeners built in You might need slightly more product Consider a whole-house
softener (it’ll save your pipes too) Soft Water Tips: Use LESS detergent (I mean it - like 25% less) Any decent septic-safe detergent will work fine Skip the extra softening agents Here’s a quick test: Fill a clear water bottle halfway with water from your tap. Add 10 drops of pure liquid soap (like Dr. Bronner’s). Shake it up. If it’s cloudy with few
bubbles, you’ve got hard water. Clear with lots of bubbles? Soft water. Don’t get overwhelmed by all this. Here’s what it boils down to: Buy a decent septic-safe detergent, use the right amount, and pay attention to your water type. Do that, and you’ll save yourself from one of those lovely midnight calls to your local septic guy (trust me, you don’t want
to meet me at midnight). Remember: The money you “save” on cheap detergent is probably sitting in your septic tank right now, turning into an expensive problem. Ask me how I know. Next up, we’ll talk about using your detergent the right way - because even the best product can cause problems if you’'re not measuring it correctly. Listen, I've
pumped enough septic tanks to know that even the best detergent can cause problems if you're using it wrong. And let me tell you - most folks are using way too much. Let’s fix that. Here’s the thing about modern detergents - they’re concentrated. That little line on your measuring cup? It’s not a suggestion, it’s a limit. Think of it like engine oil -
more isn’t better, it’s just more expensive and potentially damaging. For a Standard Load (8-10 pounds of clothes): HE Liquid: 2 tablespoons (yes, that’s it) Regular Liquid: ¥z cup maximum Powder: 2-3 tablespoons Pods: ONE pod (I don’t care how dirty the clothes are) For Heavy Loads: Add an extra tablespoon at most Pre-treat stains instead of using
more detergent Never double-pod it (I've seen the damage) You wouldn’t put one sock in the washer, right? But I see people overloading their machines all the time. Both extremes are rough on your septic system. Perfect Load Sizes: Top-Loader: Fill to the barrel holes (about % full) Front-Loader: Fill to the door’s halfway point HE Machines: Don’t
pack it more than 80% full Too small? You're wasting water and detergent. Too big? Nothing gets clean, and you’ll just run it again anyway. Let me bust a myth right now: Hot water doesn’t automatically mean cleaner clothes. In fact, for most loads, you’'re just wasting energy and potentially damaging your clothes. Here’s the real deal: Cold (60°F):
Perfect for darks, delicates, and regular loads Warm (90°F): Best for man-made fibers and moderately soiled items Hot (120°F+): Only for whites, seriously soiled work clothes, or sanitizing Pro Tip: If you’re using a quality septic-safe detergent, cold water works fine for 90% of your loads. Save the hot water for when you really need it. Here’s
something most people don’t know: Your washer shouldn’t look like a bubble bath. If it does, you’'re killing your septic system one load at a time. Warning Signs of Detergent Overuse: Clothes feel stiff or have a residue Washer smells musty Gray or white streaks on dark clothes Suds remain after the rinse cycle Washer has a film inside Quick Test:
Run an empty wash cycle. If you see any suds, you're using too much detergent, and it’s building up in your machine AND your septic system. After 20 years in this business, I can tell you exactly what detergent damage looks like in a septic system. Watch out for these red flags: Early Warning Signs: Slow-draining sinks and tubs Gurgling sounds in
pipes Washing machine backing up Grass growing faster over your septic field That lovely septic smell when you do laundry If you're seeing any of these, don’t wait. You're looking at a problem that’s only going to get more expensive. Here’s what kills me: People think they’re saving money by using more detergent or buying the cheap stuff. But let
me break down what I see in the field: Proper Usage: $30/month in quality detergent Normal septic function System lasts 25-30 years Improper Usage: $15/month in cheap detergent $150/month in extra water and energy $5,000-10,000 in early septic repairs System fails in 10-15 years Look, I get it. Nobody wants to spend more on laundry
detergent. But trust me - I make a lot more money fixing septic systems than I do giving advice about detergent. Take it from someone who sees the aftermath: Do it right the first time. Next up, we’ll talk about making your own septic-safe detergent. Because if you're going to do this yourself, I want to make sure you're not creating another problem
I'll have to fix later. Look, I know why you’'re here. Laundry detergent isn’t cheap, and you’re thinking of making your own. After seeing hundreds of septic systems over the years, I'll tell you exactly how to do this right - and more importantly, how not to create a $10,000 problem while trying to save $30. The Septic-Safe Recipe That Works 1 cup
washing soda (NOT baking soda) 1 cup borax 1 bar of grated castile soap (like Dr. Bronner’s) Optional: 20 drops of essential oil (lavender or tea tree) Grate the soap bar (like you're grating cheese) Mix everything in a container Use 2-3 tablespoons per load Store in an airtight container Cost per load: About $0.11 Got tougher loads? Here’s the
beefed-up version that’s still septic-safe: Enhanced Recipe: Basic recipe (above) %2 cup oxygen-based bleach (like OxiClean) Y2 cup citric acid (helps with hard water) Important: Don’t add chlorine bleach or vinegar. I don’t care what Pinterest says - that stuff will wreck your system faster than a teenager with a credit card. According to USGS
research, certain detergent chemicals can contaminate groundwater for years after they enter your septic system. I've seen this firsthand in failed systems. Let’s talk money, because that’s why we’re here: Store-Bought Detergent (Monthly): Premium brands: $25-30 Mid-range brands: $15-20 Cheap stuff: $8-10 (but costs you later in repairs) DIY
Recipe (Monthly): Basic recipe: $7-9 Enhanced recipe: $10-12 Storage containers: $5 (one-time) Time investment: 15 minutes Annual Savings: Around $180-240 (not bad for 15 minutes of work) Here’s where I get serious, because I've seen what happens when people get creative with cleaning chemicals: Absolute No-Nos: NO chlorine bleach NO
ammonia NO vinegar in the recipe (use it for rinsing if you want) NO mixing random “natural” cleaners together NO essential oils in massive quantities Safety Rules: Wear gloves (borax is natural but can irritate skin) Mix in a ventilated area Label everything clearly Keep away from kids and pets Store in a cool, dry place Right Uses: Regular laundry
loads Lightly to moderately soiled clothes Cold or warm water washes Most fabric types Wrong Uses: Don’t use on: Heavy grease stains Medical waste Seriously soiled work clothes When you need sanitizing (use store-bought) After seeing what works (and cleaning up after what doesn’t), here’s what you need to know: For Better Results: Pre-treat
stains immediately Use warm water for the first load to make sure it dissolves Shake the mixture before each use Add an extra tablespoon for large loads Run an empty hot water load monthly to clean your machine Storage Tips: Keep it sealed tight (it can clump) Make smaller batches in humid climates Label with the date you made it Don’t store
directly on concrete Keep measuring spoon in the container Look, I get why you want to make your own detergent. Just do it right. I'd rather see you using a properly made DIY solution than the cheapest store brand that’s going to have me out here replacing your leach field next spring. Remember: The goal isn’t just to save money - it’s to save
money without creating expensive problems down the line. I've pumped enough tanks to know the difference between being frugal and being penny-wise but pound-foolish. Next up, we’ll talk about protecting your investment in your septic system. Because whether you're using store-bought or homemade detergent, there’s more to keeping your
system healthy than just what goes down the drain. Listen, a septic system isn’t just a hole in the ground - it’'s a $15,000-30,000 investment in your property. After 20 years of digging up failed systems, I can tell you that most problems could have been prevented with some basic maintenance. Let’s talk about keeping your system running without
breaking the bank. Forget what your neighbor told you about flushing yeast or whatever miracle cure they’re pushing this week. Here’s what actually matters: Water Management: Space out your laundry loads (3-4 per day max) Fix leaky faucets (that drip costs you $100/year in septic life) Install water-efficient fixtures (your system will thank you)
Avoid running multiple water-heavy appliances at once And please, for the love of all things sacred, stop putting garbage disposal waste down there. I don’t care what the disposal manufacturer says - it’s like feeding your septic system a Big Mac three times a day. The National Environmental Services Center recommends specific maintenance
schedules based on your household size and system type. From my field experience, these guidelines are spot-on. I've seen too many homeowners ignore these signs until it’s too late: Early Problems (Fix These Now): Slow-flushing toilets Wet spots in yard Grass growing faster over septic field Sewage smells (no, it’s not your imagination) Backing up
during laundry Emergency Signs (Call Today): Multiple backed-up drains Sewage backing up in house Standing water over tank System making weird noises Sewage odors indoors Look, I appreciate DIY spirit, but some jobs need a professional. Call one when: You haven’t had a pump-out in 5+ years Multiple drains are slow You hear gurgling in
pipes Water’s backing up You're selling your house You notice ground sinking near tank Don’t wait until it’s an emergency. Emergency calls cost 3-4 times more than scheduled maintenance. Trust me, I know - I charge those rates. Want to save money? Here’s how to do it right: Smart Savings: Install risers ($200 now saves $100 per pump-out) Get
water-efficient appliances Fix leaks immediately Keep records of all maintenance Join a maintenance program (15-20% savings) False Economy (Don’t Do These): Skipping pump-outs Using chemical treatments Ignoring small problems DIY repairs without permits Buying the cheapest parts Let me break down what I see in the field: Proper
Maintenance: Pump every 3-5 years: $300-400 Annual inspection: $100-200 Basic repairs as needed: $200-300/year System lasts: 25-30 years Neglected System: Emergency pump-out: $800-1,000 Major repairs: $5,000-10,000 Early replacement: $15,000-30,000 System lasts: 10-15 years Here’s a story that’ll stick with you: Last month, I got called to
a “minor” backup. Homeowner had been saving money by skipping pump-outs for 8 years. Know what I found? A completely failed system that cost them $22,000 to replace. They saved $800 in pump-outs but lost $22,000. That’s not math that works in your favor. Remember: Your septic system is like your car - you can pay a little now for
maintenance, or a lot later for repairs. Unlike your car, you can’t trade in a failed septic system for a new one without taking out a second mortgage. Next up, I'll answer the questions I get asked most often in the field. Because after 20 years of doing this, I've heard every septic system myth there is, and it’s time to set the record straight. Listen,
after 20 years in the septic business, I've heard every question imaginable. Here are the ones I get most often, answered straight - no fluff, just facts. Short answer: You can, but you probably shouldn’t.Here’s the deal - while Tide makes a “septic safe” claim, I've pumped enough tanks to tell you what really happens. Regular Tide is heavy on
chemicals and surfactants that can disrupt your septic bacteria. If you love Tide, at least use their “Pure Clean” version, and use half of what they recommend.Think of it this way: Your septic system is like a pet goldfish. Sure, it might survive on potato chips, but that doesn’t mean it’s a good idea. If you're living in a house connected to a septic
system, it’s time you learned (or reminded yourself) that it pays to watch what goes down your drains. Wastes in the septic system often rely on a delicate balance of microorganisms for their complete breakdown. Adding harmful chemicals to the system means harming such microorganisms; hence, interrupting their normal functioning. Chemicals
that run down the septic can come from a plethora of sources in a household. But today, we choose to talk about laundry detergent pods. Are laundry pods safe for septic systems? Yes. Most non-toxic laundry pods are safe for septic systems but that depends on an ample mix of factors. Learn about such factors in this article. While there’s no official
definition for this term, there is a threshold of requirements needed to consider something to be septic-safe. As already mentioned, your septic system is sensitive to chemicals that can cause an imbalance of microorganisms. Likewise, its drainage system needs to steer clear of substances that may clog it. It would also be better if whatever goes into
your septic system is biodegradable. Biodegradable substances provide food for the good bacteria and enzymes helping in the breakdown of wastes. If you’'re using detergent pods with the characteristics above, that’s what we call a septic-safe detergent pod. Plus, if your septic system is aerated, your detergent pods should be the type that doesn’t
produce many suds. Many suds are not good for the system’s bacteria and general efficiency. Top 4 ‘Septic-Safe’ Laundry Pods Preview Product Rating Tide PODS Laundry Detergent Soap PODS, High Efficiency (HE), Original Scent, 96 Count No ratings yet Check on Amazon Tide PODS Free and Gentle, Laundry Detergent Soap PODS, HE, 96 Count
- Unscented and Hypoallergenic... No ratings yet Check on Amazon Gain flings! Laundry Detergent Soap Pods, High Efficiency (HE), Moonlight Breeze Scent, 81 Count -... No ratings yet Check on Amazon Grab Green 3-in-1 Laundry Detergent Pods, 60 Count, Vetiver Scent, Plant and Mineral Based, Superior... No ratings yet Check on Amazon You
need to learn why using septic-unsafe detergent pods isn’t a good idea so that you can keep them at bay all the time. Well, here are a few popular points to keep in mind: They may contain elements that don’t fully break down; hence, causing clogs on your drainage pipes. You end up looking for professional assistance to unclog the pipes. If you have
an aerated septic tank, it’s advisable to use laundry detergent pods that do not produce many suds. Suds cause clogging by slowing down hydrolysis. The high levels of surfactants in septic-unsafe pods make them toxic in water. Such water kills good bacteria and enzymes in the sewage. Some laundry pods aren’t biodegradable, which means they do
not add nutritional value to the good microorganisms in your septic system. Apart from these, there is even more harm caused by pods that aren’t safe for septic tanks depending on their ingredients. Meanwhile, you can avoid them by looking for the ‘septic-safe mark/writing on the detergent’s label. Please don’t make judgments from advertisements
alone. Most companies don’t often disclose all harm caused by their products. Not everyone knows about septic-safe detergent. You might be learning about it today. Well, if you’ve been using detergent pods indiscriminately, and you’'re asking yourself how to reverse the mess, you're not alone. What’s better, there’s a way out. Here are some hacks
that shall help you make positive contributions to the levels of good microorganisms in your septic system. Of course, the first step is to avoid using the harmful types of pods that you've been using before. If you have access to a septic system professional, you can consult with them about the products they recommend as suitable for use around the
system. Most of them have a ready list of recommended detergent products. If you opt for the use of septic treatment products, we urge you to choose those that add good bacteria to the system. They’re always labeled appropriately. Ensure that you use one that suits the type of septic system around you. If you are based in the United States, always
reference EPA’s list of septic-safe pods before spending a coin on any of them. Please remember to use antibacterial detergent in the smallest amounts ever. Also, avoid ammonia-loaded and chlorine-filled detergent. Laundry detergent pods have recommended amounts that should be used with specified loads. The recommended amount of pods will
dissolve in water without releasing excess cleaning chemicals that can affect the balance of microorganisms in the septic system. But if used in excess, they will expose the good bacteria to lethal levels of surfactants, phosphates, and other harmful chemicals. Before you do many rounds of laundry, ensure that your septic tank has sufficient capacity
for the water that shall be released into it. Laundry machines use a lot of water. If you do so many rounds of laundry, you could be overwhelming the system. And when you do so, it means that waste will be released into the drain field before it is adequately processed. Such can cause serious problems that call for experts’ intervention. You may want
to use antibacterial pods to eradicate bacteria in your house. The antibacterial detergent will obviously kill bacteria — good or bad. But, using them intermittently and in small amounts doesn’t really pose a danger to the microorganisms needed for sewage processing. Therefore, for the safety of the septic system, consider using them in small
amounts. DIY detergents are the best alternatives in case you can’t find septic-safe detergent pods or feel that they’re too expensive. They usually contain biodegradable elements, form fewer suds, and are less harmful to the skin and body in general. There are many recipes and ingredients for making them but you got to stick with the ones that do
the least (or no) harm to your septic system. Most detergent pods are safe for septic systems but you still need to confirm that the one you’re about to purchase is labeled safe. Meanwhile, you must also use them safely to ensure that you're on the right track. A septic system specialist can help you find the right pods and products to always use.



