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China	dynasties	of	power	worksheet	answer	key

From	the	mythic	origins	of	the	Chinese	dynasties	to	the	eventual	fall	of	the	last	imperial	house,	Chinese	emperors	have	long	fought	to	maintain	control	over	one	of	the	most	enduring	empires	on	Earth.	The	rise	and	fall	of	various	imperial	families	oversaw	waves	of	innovation	and	cultural	advancement.	Educational	Resources	in	Your	Inbox	Join	our
community	of	educators	and	receive	the	latest	information	on	National	Geographic's	resources	for	you	and	your	students.	sign	up	History	>>	Ancient	China	The	civilization	of	Ancient	China	dates	back	thousands	of	years.	Over	this	long	period	of	time	much	of	China	was	ruled	by	different	dynasties.	What	is	a	dynasty?	A	dynasty	is	when	one	family
rules	a	country	or	region	over	a	long	period	of	time.	Generally,	the	head	of	the	family	will	be	the	ruler	of	the	land,	like	an	emperor	or	king.	When	that	ruler	dies,	another	member	of	the	family	will	take	power,	usually	the	oldest	son.	When	a	new	family	takes	control,	then	a	new	dynasty	begins.	The	first	Emperor	of	China	Qin	Shi	Huangdi	by	Unknown
Mandate	of	Heaven	The	Mandate	of	Heaven	is	what	the	Chinese	people	believed	gave	their	rulers	the	right	to	be	king	or	emperor.	It	meant	that	the	gods	had	blessed	that	person	with	the	right	to	rule.	A	ruler	had	to	be	a	good	and	just	ruler	to	keep	the	Mandate	of	Heaven.	When	a	ruler	or	dynasty	lost	power,	this	meant	that	they	must	also	have	lost	the
Mandate	of	Heaven.	Major	Dynasties	Here	are	the	major	dynasties	in	the	history	of	Ancient	China:	Xia	(2205	to	1575	BC)	-	The	first	dynasty	in	China,	very	little	is	known	about	the	Xia.	Shang	(1570	to	1045	BC)	-	The	Shang	ruled	much	of	the	area	along	the	Yellow	River.	Their	last	capital	city	was	the	great	city	of	Yin.	Zhou	(1045	to	256	BC)	-	The
longest	ruling	dynasty	in	the	history	of	China,	the	Zhou	first	used	the	Mandate	of	Heaven	to	justify	their	rule.	Much	of	the	land	was	ruled	by	feudal	lords	who	were	relatives	of	the	Zhou	family.	Qin	(221	BC	to	206	BC)	-	The	beginning	of	the	Chinese	Empire,	Shi	Huangdi	became	the	first	Chinese	Emperor.	Although	this	was	a	short	dynasty	much	was
accomplished	including	the	beginning	of	the	Great	Wall;	standards	were	set	for	weights,	measures,	and	money;	many	roads	and	canals	were	built;	and	a	single	type	of	writing	was	used	throughout	the	country.	All	of	these	advancements	would	be	used	in	future	dynasties	to	make	China	strong.	Han	(206	BC	to	220	AD)	-	The	Han	dynasty	established	the
civil	service	to	create	a	strong	and	organized	government.	Paper	and	porcelain	were	also	invented	during	this	time.	The	Han	also	embraced	Confucianism,	poetry,	and	literature.	Six	Dynasties	(222	to	581	AD)	-	A	period	of	time	where	China	was	not	united	under	a	single	leader.	Sui	(589	to	618	AD)	-	The	Sui	unite	China	again	under	one	rule.	They	also
expanded	the	Great	Wall	and	built	the	Grand	Canal.	Tang	(618	-	907)	-	A	period	of	peace	and	prosperity,	the	Tang	rule	is	sometimes	known	as	the	Golden	Age	of	Ancient	China.	Arts,	literature,	and	technology	all	flourish.	The	capital	city	Chang'an	becomes	the	world's	largest	city.	Five	Dynasties	(907	-	960)	-	A	peasant	rebellion	takes	down	the	Tang
dynasty	and	ushers	in	a	period	of	division.	Song	(960	-	1279)	-	Reunited	under	the	Song,	China	becomes	a	world	leader	in	science	and	technology	including	inventions	such	as	gunpowder	and	the	compass.	Yuan	(1279	-	1368)	-	After	the	Mongols	defeated	the	Song	in	a	long	war,	Kublai	Khan,	a	Mongol	leader,	established	the	Yuan	dynasty.	Ming	(1368	-
1644)	-	The	last	of	the	great	Chinese	dynasties,	the	Ming	finished	the	Great	Wall	and	built	the	Forbidden	City,	an	enormous	palace	for	the	Emperor.	The	Ming	came	into	power	by	overthrowing	the	rule	of	the	Mongols.	Activities	Take	a	ten	question	quiz	about	this	page.	Listen	to	a	recorded	reading	of	this	page:	Your	browser	does	not	support	the	audio
element.	For	more	information	on	the	civilization	of	Ancient	China:	Works	Cited	History	>>	Ancient	China	If	you're	seeing	this	message,	it	means	we're	having	trouble	loading	external	resources	on	our	website.	If	you're	behind	a	web	filter,	please	make	sure	that	the	domains	*.kastatic.org	and	*.kasandbox.org	are	unblocked.	If	you're	seeing	this
message,	it	means	we're	having	trouble	loading	external	resources	on	our	website.	If	you're	behind	a	web	filter,	please	make	sure	that	the	domains	*.kastatic.org	and	*.kasandbox.org	are	unblocked.	Learn	about	the	five	(5)	major	dynasties	(Xia,	Shang,	Zhou,	Qin,	&	Han)	of	ancient	China	as	well	as	the	Warring	Period	with	this	comprehensive	lesson.
Learning	is	accomplished	through	readings,	cloze	notes,	the	playing	of	a	game,	and	an	optional	report	card	assignment.You	get...Six	readings	whiPage	2	Please	help	us	pay	for	the	servers	and	web	services	required	to	operate	our	non-profit	organization's	website.	Any	donation	helps,	no	matter	how	small:	If	every	visitor	were	to	give	only	$1	we	would
be	fully	funded	within	a	day.	Donate	Now	This	documentary	describes	the	Early	dynasties	of	Bronze	Age	China	and	their	significance	in	the	grander	arena	of	Chinese	history.	History	Channel	Documentary	|	Ancient	China	Dynasties	of	Power.	Original	video	by	Cristin	Vernia.	Embedded	by	Amanda	Iliadis,	published	on	24	July	2017.	Please	check	the
original	source(s)	for	copyright	information.	Please	note	that	content	linked	from	this	page	may	have	different	licensing	terms.	The	video	and	its	description	text	are	provided	by	Youtube.	This	website	claims	no	authorship	of	this	content;	we	are	republishing	it	for	educational	purposes.
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