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Abstract	This	article	has	no	associated	abstract.	(fix	it)	Keywords	Aesthetics,	Modern	Categories	Aesthetic	Cognition	in	Aesthetics	(categorize	this	paper)	ISBN(s)	0631163026	pbk	DOI	10.2307/431482	Options	Mark	as	duplicate	Export	citation	Request	removal	from	index	©	1996-2014,	Amazon.com,	Inc.	or	its	affiliates	The	Ideology	of	the	Aesthetic	presents	a	history	and	critique	of	the	concept	of	the	aesthetic	throughout	modern	Western	thought.	As	such,	this	is	a	critical	survey	of	modern	Western	philosophy,	focusing	in	particular	on	the	complex	relations
between	aesthetics,	ethics	and	politics.	Eagleton	provides	a	brilliant	and	challenging	introduction	to	these	concerns,	as	characterized	in	the	work	of	Kant,	Schiller,	Schopenhauer,	Kierkegaard,	Marx,	Nietzsche,	Freud,	Heidegger,	Lukacs,	Adorno,	Habermas,	and	others.Wide	in	span,	as	well	as	morally	and	politically	committed,	this	is	Terry	Eagleton's	major	work	to	date.	It	forms	both	an	original	enquiry	and	an	exemplary	introduction.	Loading	PreviewSorry,	preview	is	currently	unavailable.	You	can	download	the	paper	by	clicking	the	button	above.	The
following	write-up	is	a	‘bad’	summary	of	the	Introduction	and	Chapter	1	of	Terry	Eagleton’s	The	Ideology	of	the	Aesthetic	(Oxford:	Blackwell,	1990),	which	runs	the	risk	of	containing	my	own	interruptive	thoughts,	as	well	as	(perhaps	necessary)	reductionisms.	Similar	summaries	of	the	subsequent	chapters	may	follow	this,	but	I	certainly	do	recommend	that	you	read	the	book!	Eagleton	is	a	lot	of	fun.	Introduction	Although	Eagleton’s	study	is	not,	as	he	admits,	a	history	of	(western)	aesthetics,	The	Ideology	of	the	Aesthetic	engages	in	a	project	of	mapping	a
certain	trajectory	of	the	concept	of	the	Aesthetic	–	particularly	as	formulated	by	German	(idealist)	thought	–	and	engaging	in	a	radical	historicising	of	the	concept	as	such.	Eagleton	considers	aesthetics	to	be	an	important	concept	which	should,	by	all	means,	be	analysed	since	it	is	a	category	at	the	heart	of	modern	Europe	as	well	as	the	middle	class’s	struggle	for	political	hegemony.	This	is	a	point	Eagleton	emphatically	repeats	throughout:	that	aesthetics	bears	close	affinity	to	hegemony,	that	it	lies	in	the	realm	of	consent	rather	than	coercion,	in	agreeing	to	and
deriving	sensuous	pleasure	from	the	universal	law	of	the	state	and	bourgeois	sociality.	He	contends,	however,	that	a	dismissal	of	aesthetics	tout	court	can	only	come	from	vulgar	Marxism	or	an	un-dialectical	strand	of	post-Marxism.	Eagleton	considers	the	aesthetic	as	a	category	that	is	necessary	in	left	politics	as	well,	agreeing	with	Marx,	Brecht	and	Benjamin	that	using	viable	and	valuable	bourgeois	precepts	for	revolutionary	politics	is	necessary	and	productive.	For	me,	such	engagement	also	resonates	with	what	Spivak	has	termed	‘affirmative	sabotage’,	a
project	which	she	undertakes	–	again	with	respect	to	the	aesthetic	–	(also	ironically	noting	Eagleton’s	polemics	against	her),	in	works	such	as	An	Aesthetic	Education	in	the	Era	of	Globalization.	One	of	the	key	features	of	the	aesthetic	(and	by	extension,	one	of	its	key	functions)	is	its	relative	autonomy.	The	autonomy	of	the	aesthetic	has	dual/contradictory	implications	for	radical	thought	and	politics.	On	the	one	hand,	its	autonomy	stems	from	a	certain	logic	inherent	to	the	commodity	form,	in	which	commodities	in	the	market	exist	for	nothing	and	nobody	in
particular,	and	can	be	rationalised,	thus	existing	‘gloriously	for	themselves’	(9).	This,	for	the	commodity,	is	also	the	logic	whereby,	as	Marx	points	out	in	Capital	vol.	1,	‘in	the	relation	of	exchange,	[…]	exchange	value	manifests	itself	as	something	totally	independent	of	use	value’.	This	independent,	mystified	existence	of	the	commodity,	and	similarly,	the	aesthetic	has	negative	implication	for	radical	politics,	and	further	presents	the	aesthetic	as	a	mystified,	ethereal	substance	not	reducible	by	any	means	to	political	economy.	On	the	other	hand,	the	relative
autonomy	of	the	aesthetic	opens	up	potentialities	and	spaces	for	human	subjectivity	and	self-determination	in	which	revolutionary	opposition	to	‘bourgeois	utility’	is	possible.	In	light	of	this	view,	aesthetics	belong	to	what	Dipesh	Chakrabarty	calls	History	2	–	affective	histories	of	human	belonging	outside	the	life	processes	of	capital.	Thus,	there	are	sites	of	resistance	within	the	aesthetic,	which	I	believe,	however,	are	still	within	the	domain	of	political	economy,	which	stemming	from	the	inherent	contradictions	of	capitalism	itself,	or	‘older’,	‘residual’	ideological
forms	from	prior	modes	of	production	and	social	formations	open	up	sites	of	being	and	belonging	which	critique	and	repudiate	alienated	forms	of	being	in	modern	bourgeois	society.	Chapter	1	–	Free	Particulars	The	aesthetic	emerges	as	a	means	of	filling	a	particular	conceptual	gap,	a	philosophical	crisis	of	sorts	in	thinking	about	the	whole	of	our	sensate	life.	It	is	when	philosophy	(particularly	in	the	18th	century,	as	Eagleton	identifies)	suddenly	realises	that	there	is	a	whole	territory	beyond	its	own	enclaves	that	‘Aesthetics	is	born	as	a	discourse	of	the	body’
(13).	Aesthetics	is	the	response	to	the	problem	of	the	body	(and	sensation)	being	the	‘unthinkable	other’	of	thought.	Eagleton	also	notes	the	linkage	between	the	project	of	Aesthetics	(in	18th	century	Germany)	and	the	problem	of	political	absolutism.	It	is	not,	of	course,	a	challenge	to	or	rebellion	against	political	authority	and	absolutism,	but	rather	a	symptom	of	an	‘ideological	dilemma	inherent	in	absolutist	power’	(15).	(Eagleton	mentions	that	as	opposed	to,	for	example,	the	English	bourgeoisie,	the	German	bourgeoisie	suffered	under	the	aristocratic	state,
which	in	a	sense	prevented	the	bourgeoisie	from	undertaking	its	historical	role).	Absolutist	power	would	require	the	lived	world	(Lebenswelt)	of	its	subjects	to	be	rationally	formalisable,	and	thus	controllable.	Reason	must,	therefore,	penetrate	the	world	of	perception,	but	do	so	without	putting	its	own	absolute	power	to	risk.	However,	as	Eagleton	has	already	argued,	the	aesthetic,	although	arising	as	a	response	to	this	problem,	through	its	inherent	contradictoriness	also	posits	itself	as	a	site	in	which	subversion	becomes	possible.	This	early	role	of	Aesthetics
and	its	relation	to	Reason/rationality	is	evident	in	the	writings	of	Alexander	Baumgarten	(1714-1762),	in	works	such	as	Aesthetica	(1750),	where	he	writes	of	aesthetics	as	the	category	that	mediates	between	the	generalities	of	reason	and	the	particulars	of	sense.	For	Baumagarten,	aesthetics	take	on	a	gendered	existence,	aesthetics	being	the	sister	of	logic,	a	‘feminine	analogue	of	reason	at	the	lower	level	of	sensation’,	or	as	a	‘kind	of	prosthesis	to	reason’	(16).	Baumgarten’s	views	establish	the	aesthetic	as	a	form	that	at	least	totalises,	if	not	being	directly
totalitarian,	in	enabling	Reason	to	‘dominate	over	all	inferior	powers’,	although	‘never	degenerating	into	tyranny’;	it	is	here	that	Eagleton	also	notes	the	close	correlation	between	such	conceptions	of	aesthetics	and	Gramsci’s	hegemony	–	a	form	of	rule	and	consent,	which	while	allowing	parts	to	function	in	relative	autonomy,	subjugate	them	nonetheless.	Because	the	aesthetic	now	mediates	between	the	universal	and	the	particular,	between	abstract	rationality	and	subjective	sensuous	experience,	a	new	human	subject	is	born:	‘one	which,	like	the	work	of	art
itself,	discovers	the	law	in	the	depths	of	his	own	free	identity,	rather	than	in	oppressive	external	power’	(19).	Power	itself	has	been	aestheticized.	Now	that	(feudal)	absolutist	power	has	been	dismantled,	the	aesthetic	is	what	enables	the	bourgeoisie	to	address	the	problem	of	alienation,	isolation	and	antagonism	prompted	by	capitalism,	through	allowing	an	apparently	liberated,	autonomous,	self-determining	bourgeois	subject	to	also	be	part	of	a	rational,	moral	(and	now	aestheticized)	unified	whole,	which	forms	the	ideological	backbone	of	bourgeois	society.
Although	as	Eagleton	has	pointed	out	before,	the	relative	autonomy	of	the	aesthetic	domain	enables	and	allows	subversion	(and	as	I	have	shown,	fall	within	Chakrabarty’s	History	2),	he	also	notes	another	possibility,	one	which	Max	Horkheimer	has	raised:	that	the	aesthetic,	in	fact,	creates	an	‘internalised	repression’	furthering	the	political	hegemony	of	the	bourgeoisie	and	colonising	the	body	into	its	political-economic	order.	This	is	of	course	an	important	consideration,	especially	in	postmodernity,	in	which	the	subsuming	of	the	aesthetic,	or	of	History	2s,	into
the	logic	of	capital	is	immanent.	Start	your	review	of	The	Ideology	of	the	Aesthetic	Mea	Maxima	Culpa	I	have	often	read	Eagleton	at	the	precise	moment	I	needed	him	most,	that	is	just	when	I	thought	I	had	figured	out	some	important	aspect	of	the	way	the	world	works.	At	that	point	he	has	seemed	to	pop	up	in	order	to	show	me	how	foolish	I	have	been.	And	so	with	The	Ideology	of	the	Aesthetic	he	has	done	it	once	again.	I	am	overwhelmed	with	both	gratitude	and	embarrassment.Eagleton	makes	a	compelling	argument	that	aesthetics	arose	as	an	idea	and	a
discipline	in	response	to	the	inc	Mea	Maxima	Culpa	I	have	often	read	Eagleton	at	the	precise	moment	I	needed	him	most,	that	is	just	when	I	thought	I	had	figured	out	some	important	aspect	of	the	way	the	world	works.	At	that	point	he	has	seemed	to	pop	up	in	order	to	show	me	how	foolish	I	have	been.	And	so	with	The	Ideology	of	the	Aesthetic	he	has	done	it	once	again.	I	am	overwhelmed	with	both	gratitude	and	embarrassment.Eagleton	makes	a	compelling	argument	that	aesthetics	arose	as	an	idea	and	a	discipline	in	response	to	the	increasingly	grating
monarchical	absolutism	of	the	18th	century.	It	rapidly	became	an	important	intellectual	weapon	in	the	army	of	the	emerging	bourgeoisie,	a	sort	of	personal	code	for	class	identity.	And	eventually	it	found	its	way	into	the	liberal	economic	philosophers	of	the	19th	century,	very	specifically	in	its	concept	of	individual	‘utility’,	which	was	both	entirely	personal	and	morally	un-challengeable.	As	Eagleton	summarises	the	situation,	the	aesthetic	is	“...	at	the	heart	of	the	middle	class’s	struggle	for	political	hegemony.”	Thus	the	aesthetic	became	an	ideological	category
and	used	as	such	in	the	class	warfare	which	continues	today	under	other	names	-	the	permanent	capitalist	underclass	for	one,	otherwise	known	as	poor	white	Trump	voters.*	One	need	not	be	a	Marxist	literary	critic	to	appreciate	the	potentially	contradictory	character	of	aesthetics	therefore.	I	had	been	foolishly	unaware.Having	expressed	my	mea	culpa,	I	then	must	admit	that	Eagleton	has	also	confirmed	an	important	part	of	my	thinking	about	aesthetics,	namely	that	it	is	a	social	and	therefore	political	activity.	As	such,	an	awareness	of	its	hidden	cultural	power
and	processes	is	essential	in	social	and	political	life.	I	had	recognised	the	aesthetic	as	a	particular	form	of	the	political	not	as	a	variant	of	liberal	economic	utility.	And	I	had	outlined	the	process	and	logic	by	which	aesthetic	politics	can	take	place.	I	therefore	feel	somewhat	vindicated	in	my	thought	that	the	aesthetic	is	appropriate	to	problems	of	the	21st	century.**Today	absolutism	has	again	become	one	of	the	dominant	issues	across	the	globe.	It	has	appeared	as	both	tendency	and	fact	in	the	United	States,	Russia,	India,	China,	Burma,	and	the	Philippines	to
name	just	a	few	locations.	But	it	has	also	appeared	in	a	much	more	thorough	and	insidious	form,	that	of	the	absolutism	of	corporate	life.	To	note	that	corporations	are	the	dominant	force	in	world	economics	and	its	commercial	legal	structure	is	a	truism	that	needs	no	explanation.	But	this	is	the	tip	of	the	iceberg	of	corporate	influence.	The	overwhelming	majority	of	us	are	employed	by	corporate	entities,	mostly	large,	and	most	international.	We	are	subject	to	and	dependent	upon,	therefore,	its	mores	and	judgments	for	everything	from	our	daily	bread	to	our	self-
identity.	Corporate	life	therefore	is	one	of	a	degree	of	absolutism	that	exceeds	anything	dreamed	of	by	a	medieval	monarch.	The	rationalisation	that	we	are	not	enslaved	by	any	corporation	and	are	free	to	‘un-participate’	whenever	we	like	is	of	course	fatuous.	There	is	no	where	else	to	go	in	the	modern	world.This	is	the	situation	in	which,	I	believe,	aesthetics	can	play	an	important	role	-	in	disrupting	corporate	absolutism.	The	corporate	hierarchy	and	culture	is	vulnerable	at	the	point	of	business	measurement.	Measurement	is	the	central	organ	of	corporate	life.
What	gets	measured	gets	done.	Typically	measurement	is	left	to	‘experts’	-	accountants,	consultants,	financial	theorists	-	who	impose	highly	questionable	and	ultimately	indefensible	measurement	on	and	within	corporate	organisations.Measurements	are	articulate	aesthetics.	The	more	articulate	they	are,	the	more	powerful	effect	they	have.	When	they	are	imposed,	they	are	dangerously	powerful	because	they	do	not	reflect	either	the	interests	of	the	corporation	or	its	participants.	The	spectacular	failure	of	companies	like	Enron	can	be	directly	traced	to	the	use
of	measurements	(or	metrics)	which	were	not	aesthetically	‘verified’.	Eagleton	I	think	would	agree	since	he	does	admit	that	aesthetics	"...	provides	an	unusually	powerful	challenge	and	alternative	to	the	dominant	ideological	forms,	and	in	this	sense	an	eminently	contradictory	phenomenon."Therefore	I	believe	that	the	time	for	a	new	political	aesthetics	is	ripe,	one	that	realises	the	dangers	of	a	middle-class	ideological	co-optation	of	aesthetics,	particularly	in	that	most	middle	class	group	of	all,	corporate	managers.	But	that	aesthetics	also	is	the	central,	radical
key	to	the	reform	of	the	world’s	dominant	institution.	Thank	you,	Terry,	for	your	corrective	guidance.I	do,	however,	feel	obligated	to	correct	Terry	in	return.	Marx	anticipated	the	social	consequences	of	the	factory	very	well.	However,	he	didn’t	have	a	clue	about	the	development	of	the	modern	corporation.	Its	emergence	was	a	surprise	to	both	Marxists	and	to	liberal	capitalists.	Neither	camp	has	done	much	to	explain	or	criticise	the	institution	of	the	corporation	except	to	say	that	it	doesn’t	conform	to	their	ideals.	And	that	is	another	reason	I	believe	Aesthetics	is
important	for	dealing	with	corporate	life	-	it	provides	a	foundation	for	an	alternative	theory	of	the	corporate	institution	that	transcends	both	socialism	and	capitalism.*	See	for	example:	*I	must	also	offer	a	very	belated	apology	to	my	now	deceased	teacher,	Russell	Ackoff,	who	expressed	his	appreciation	of	the	aesthetic	with	the	term	‘idealization’.	I	only	now	recognise	how	right	he	was...	and	how	wrong	because	he	never	read	Eagleton.	See:	also:	...	and	...	and	...	and	...	and	...	and	...	...more	In	many	ways	this	book	is	like	a	beefier	version	of	the	Literary	Theory:
An	Introduction	book:	it	is	a	chronological	survey	of	a	series	of	important	thinkers	that	balances	a	fair-minded	exposition	with	a	rapid	turn	to	incisive	critique.	In	the	1983	book,	Eagleton's	critiques	are	fairly	similar:	every	method	of	literary	criticism	is	rejected	for	its	inability	to	think	about	'history'	or	'patriarchy'	in	a	sufficiently	sophisticated	way.	In	Ideology	of	the	Aesthetic,	there	is	a	more	diffuse	explora	In	many	ways	this	book	is	like	a	beefier	version	of	the	Literary	Theory:	An	Introduction	book:	it	is	a	chronological	survey	of	a	series	of	important	thinkers
that	balances	a	fair-minded	exposition	with	a	rapid	turn	to	incisive	critique.	In	the	1983	book,	Eagleton's	critiques	are	fairly	similar:	every	method	of	literary	criticism	is	rejected	for	its	inability	to	think	about	'history'	or	'patriarchy'	in	a	sufficiently	sophisticated	way.	In	Ideology	of	the	Aesthetic,	there	is	a	more	diffuse	exploration	of	the	ways	each	thinker's	conception	of	the	aesthetic	carries	forward	the	ideological	function	of	the	aesthetic,	or	in	other	words	the	role	that	aesthetic	experience	plays	in	reconciling	one	to	the	damaged	world,	or	in	yet	other	words
the	more	generally	'aesthetic'	quality	that	'ideology'	in	general	has,	as	the	method	by	which	we	make	sense	of	the	world	and	integrate	ourselves	into	it.	Eagleton	doesn't	seem	to	have	a	killer	concluding	thesis:	I	don't	strongly	feel	that	he	has	a	problem	with	the	aesthetic	as	such,	despite	both	the	title	and	the	reputation	of	this	book,	since	he	talks	both	in	the	introduction	and	at	the	end	of	the	two-faced	function	of	theories	of	the	aesthetic	as	both	legitimation	and	critique,	depending	on	who	uses	them	(there	is	a	moment	towards	the	end	when	he	is	discussing
utopian	functions	of	the	aesthetic	and	he	refers	to	"Fredric	Jameson's	startling	claim	to	discern	a	proleptic	image	of	utopia	in	any	human	collectivity	whatsoever,	which	presumably	encompass	racist	rallies"	(404).	Despite	this	reference,	Jameson	still	gave	Eagleton	a	nice	quote	to	stick	on	the	back	of	the	book).	This	is	in	contrast	to	1983	when	his	thesis	was	"we	should	be	Marxist-feminist	rhetoricians	and	also	literary	theory	is	dead"	or	whatever.	So	the	book	functions	nicely	as	a	less	partisan	exposition	of	and	introduction	to	a	surprisingly	wide	range	of	thinkers
from	the	perspective	of	the	'aesthetic'	as	the	highest	organising	concept;	it's	almost	a	metaphilosophy	of	the	aesthetic.	He	says	of	Hegel,	for	example:	"Ideology,	in	the	shape	of	the	identity	of	subject	and	object,	is	installed	at	the	level	of	scientific	knowledge;	and	Hegel	can	thus	afford	to	assign	art	a	lowly	place	in	his	system,	since	he	has	already	covertly	aestheticised	the	whole	of	the	reality	which	contains	it"	(123).	This	subject-object	identity	as	a	definition	of	ideology	is	also	a	kind	of	definition	of	the	'transcendental	aesthetic'	which	has	a	more	technical
function	in	the	earlier	chapter	on	Kant.	The	aesthetic	is	one	way	in	which	the	relation	between	subject	and	object	even	begins,	and	then	it	likewise	then	takes	on	an	ideological	function,	grounding	and	'critiquing'	(in	a	transcendental	way)	the	bourgeois	subject's	place	in	the	world	and	their	ability	to	have	experiences.	This	metaphilosophical	approach	yields	all	kinds	of	interesting	fruit	when	applied	to	Heidegger	and	Adorno	–	the	historical	field	really	widens	after	about	the	middle	of	the	book	and	the	narrative	starts	to	come	apart	a	little	bit,	because	the
aesthetic	as	a	concept	loses	a	lot	of	its	consistency	during	the	twentieth	century.	The	book	itself	becomes	a	kind	of	constellation,	to	use	the	word	that	Eagleton	explores	in	detail	in	the	material	on	the	Frankfurt	School.	...more	Responding	to	other	review-	Smugness	he	may	be	guilty	of,	but	he's	hardly	the	high	priest	of	post-modern	cant.	Actually	by	this	time	Eagleton	was	looking	less	and	less	post-modern	and	more	and	more	like	what	a	what	a	younger	Raymond	Williams	with	a	more	thoroughgoing	theoretical	bent	might	look	like.	I'd	hardly	take	Eagleton	as	the
final	word	on	the	Western	aesthetic	tradition	and	its	connections	to	morality	and	politics,	BUT	this	serves	as	a	fair	introduction	to	the	issues	and	Eagleton's	got	so	Responding	to	other	review-	Smugness	he	may	be	guilty	of,	but	he's	hardly	the	high	priest	of	post-modern	cant.	Actually	by	this	time	Eagleton	was	looking	less	and	less	post-modern	and	more	and	more	like	what	a	what	a	younger	Raymond	Williams	with	a	more	thoroughgoing	theoretical	bent	might	look	like.	I'd	hardly	take	Eagleton	as	the	final	word	on	the	Western	aesthetic	tradition	and	its
connections	to	morality	and	politics,	BUT	this	serves	as	a	fair	introduction	to	the	issues	and	Eagleton's	got	some	interesting	things	to	say	about	them.[return][return]Some	portions	may	seems	a	tad	dated--the	book	certainly	reflects	its	historical	context	(the	late-80s,	early	90s	peak	of	academic/political	post-modernism),	but	that's	not	too	much	of	a	bother.	...more	This	is	a	great	book.	Eagleton	is	one	of	my	favorite	literary	critics/philosophers.	Here	he	examines	the	history	of	aesthetics	and	their	relation	to	political	philosophy.	For	me,	his	argument	regarding
Kant's	idea	of	the	sublime,	though	off,	is	nonetheless	incredibly	compelling.	This	is	a	great	book.	Eagleton	is	one	of	my	favorite	literary	critics/philosophers.	Here	he	examines	the	history	of	aesthetics	and	their	relation	to	political	philosophy.	For	me,	his	argument	regarding	Kant's	idea	of	the	sublime,	though	off,	is	nonetheless	incredibly	compelling.	...more	Comencé	este	libro	creyendo	que	iba	a	leer	sobre	un	tema,	he	acabado	leyendo	sobre	mil	más.	Hasta	la	fecha,	la	lectura	más	exigente,	y	agotadora	por	momentos,	del	año.	Éste	es	el	primer	libro	que
abandono	desde	hace	muchísimo.	Realmente,	es	demasiado	posmoderno,	demasiado	marxista	e	iconoclasta	para	mi	gusto.	Lanza	ideas	que	son	interesantes,	pero	el	libro	es	una	vorágine	posmodernista	que	se	empeña	en	reducir	a	texto	absolutamente	todo	comportamiento	humano,	y	a	intereses	de	clase	cualquier	manifestación	cultural.	Definitivamente,	no	es	lo	que	buscaba,	y	me	sorprendería	que	alguien	lo	encuentre	edificante.	This	book	is	sucking	all	the	joy	out	of	my	semester	and	I	have	no	idea	why	my	classmates	all	seem	to	love	it.	:(	This	was	a	good
survey	and	Eagleton	is	an	entertaining	writer	but	it	either	needed	to	be	reorganized	or	put	an	extra	chapter	at	the	beginning	clarifying	both	aesthetics	and	ideology.	A	good	political	counter	to	Rorty's	ideas	and	yet	it	is	more	a	matter	of	emphasis	on	activist,	less	"laid	back."	A	good	political	counter	to	Rorty's	ideas	and	yet	it	is	more	a	matter	of	emphasis	on	activist,	less	"laid	back."	...more	Genial,	estoy	atrapado	con	este	libro	I	totally	disagree	with	Eagleton's	appraisal	of	the	avant-garde,	but	he	makes	me	wish	I	didn't.	I	totally	disagree	with	Eagleton's	appraisal
of	the	avant-garde,	but	he	makes	me	wish	I	didn't.	...more	Cool	but	unnecessarily	repetitive.	Professor	likes	Eagleton	 یِنانوی 	 تغل 	 هک 	 روط 	 نامه 	 ،هکلب 	 تشادن 	 هراشا 	 رنه 	 هب 	 تسخن 	 هٔجرد 	 رد 	 ،نتراگمواب 	 ردناسکلا 	 یناملآ 	 فوسلیف 	 هٔلیسو 	 هب 	 دوخ 	 هٔیلوا 	 یدنب 	 تروص 	 رد 	 حلاطصا 	 نیا .	 تفای 	 دلوت 	 ندب 	 هب 	 طوبرم 	 ینامتفگ 	 ناونع 	 هب 	 یسانش 	 ییابیز 	: باتک 	 زا 	 یشخب 	aisthesis	 تِفای 	 سح 	و	 کاردا 	 ٔهزوح 	 لک 	 هب 	 رظان 	 ،دهد 	 یم 	 ناشن 	(sensation)	 حلاطصا 	 هک 	 یزیامت .	 یموهفم 	 رکفت 	 ِرت 	 عیفر 	 ورملق 	 اب 	 لباقت 	 رد 	 ،دوب 	 یناسنا 	aesthetic	 یِنانوی 	 تغل 	 هک 	 روط 	 نامه 	 ،هکلب 	 تشادن 	 هراشا 	 رنه 	 هب 	 تسخن 	 هٔجرد 	 رد 	 ،نتراگمواب 	 ردناسکلا 	 یناملآ 	 فوسلیف 	 هٔلیسو 	 هب 	 دوخ 	 هٔیلوا 	 یدنب 	 تروص 	 رد 	 حلاطصا 	 نیا .	 تفای 	 دلوت 	 ندب 	 هب 	 طوبرم 	 ینامتفگ 	 ناونع 	 هب 	 یسانش 	 ییابیز 	: باتک 	 زا 	 یشخب 	 اه 	 هشیدنا 	و	 اهزیچ 	 توافت :	 تسا 	 یدامریغ 	 رما 	و	 یدام 	 رما 	 توافت 	 هکلب 	 ،تسین «	 یگدنز 	» و «	 رنه 	» نایم 	 توافت 	 درَاذگ 	 یم 	 ارجا 	 هب 	 مهدجه 	 ٔهدس 	 هٔنایم 	 رد 	 زاغآ 	 رد

؟دنک 	 یرادرب 	 هشقن 	 نورد 	 زا 	 ار 	 روعش 	 یذ 	و	 هدنز 	 تایح 	 یاهراتخاس 	 دناوتب 	 نآ 	 اب 	 هک 	 دشاب 	 هتشاد 	 رایتخا 	 رد 	 یمامضنا 	 یقطنم 	 ای 	 ملع 	 یعون 	 تسین 	 مزلا 	 ایآ 	 ؟تسین 	 دنار 	 یم 	 مکح 	 نآ 	 رب 	 هچ 	 نآ 	 تِاساسحا 	 هب 	 ندیشخب 	 دبلاک 	 یارب 	 یتیلباق 	 دنمزاین 	 تردق 	 ایآ 	 ؟دشاب 	 هتشاد 	 رارق 	 نآ 	 مهف 	 ورملق 	 زا 	 جراخ 	 هشیمه 	 یارب 	 دیمان 	 یم 	 ساوح «	 ماحدزا 	» تناک 	 هچ 	 نآ 	 هک 	 یلاح 	 رد 	 ،دنک 	 ظفح 	 ار 	 دوخ 	 تیعورشم 	 تسا 	 رارق 	 لقع 		 قلطم 	 هاشداپ 	 هنوگچ .	 دشاب 	 عونمم 	 شیارب 	 دهد 	 یم 	 لکش 	 ار 	 تاکاردا و	 		 تاساسحا 	 هٔیامریمخ 	 هک 	 یزیچ 		 نامه 	 رد 	 وجو 	 تسج 	 ینعی 	 ،دشابن 	 دوخ 	 میهافم 	و	 تلاوقم 	 زا 	 جراخ 	 یزیچ 	 تخانش 	 هب 	 رداق 	 هک 	 تسین 	 امرف 	 مکح 	 یتینلاقع 	 زا 	 رتدمآراکان 	 زیچ 	 چیه .	 دوب 	 دهاوخ 	 بترتم 	 نآ 	 رب 	 یمیخو 	 یِسایس 	 یاهدمایپ 	 کش 	 نودب 	 ،دشابن 	 ترابع 	 رد 	 ضقانت 	 یعون 	 زج 	 یزیچ 	 بیکرت 	 نیا 	 رگا 	 ؟یریذپ 		 سح 	 شناد 	 ینعی 	 ،دوب 	 دهاوخ 	 هزات 	 اپارس 	 یشناد 	 تقیقح 	 رد 	 هک 	 یزیچ 	 بلاق 	 رد 	 درک 	 یبایدر 	 لقعت 	 دنیارف 	 هٔلیسو 	 هب 	 ءاحنا 	 زا 	 یوحن 	 هب 	 ار 	 نآ 	 ِدولآزار 	 مسر 	و	 هار 	 ناوتب 	 تسا 	 نکمم 	 ای 	 ،دیشک 	 تسد 	 هشیدنا 	 یِندیشیدناان 	و	 ضحم 	 یِرگید 	 ناونع 	 هب 	 ندب 	 تایح 	 زا 	 دیاب 	 ایآ 	 ؟ینیمز 	 بیس 	 معط 	 ای 	 نشیوآ 	 رطع 	 هک 	 دشاب 	 ریذپان 	 سرتسد 	 نآ 	 ِمیهافم 	و	 تلاوقم 	 یارب 	 ردق 	 نامه 	و	 ،دشاب 	 هدنام 	 ریذپانذوفن 	و	 شوماخ 	 لْقع 	 ربارب 	 رد 	 یمامت 	 هب 	 هزوح 	 نیا 	 تسا 	 نکمم 	 ایآ 	 ؟دریگ 	 رارق 	 هعماج 	 ِرگ 	 تیاده 	 ِمیهافم 	 هٔنماد 	 زا 	 جراخ «	 هبرجت 	» تسا 	 نکمم 	 هنوگچ 	 ؟دوش 	 افوکش 	 ،دراد 	 قلعت 	 هعماج 	 یِسح 	و	 ینانت 	 تِسیز 	 هب 	 هک 	 هچ 	 نآره »،	و	 هتسیز 	» روما 	 ٔهزوح 	 نیرت 	 سوملم 	 نِداد 	 رارق 	 هجوت 	 دروم 	 نودب 	 دناوت 	 یم 	 یسایس 	 یماظن 	 هنوگچ 	 اریز .	 دوبن 	 یسایس 	 هٔنیزه 	 نودب 	 ورملق 	 نیا 	 زا 	 کیسلاک 	 هٔفسلف 	 تلفغ 	 اما .	 یرظن 	 رما 	 هٔطلس 	و	 متس 	 ربارب 	 رد 	 ندب 	 ٔهدنام 		 شوماخ 	 اه 	 تدم 	 شِروش 	 تِاکرحت 	 دروآ 	 رامش 	 هب 	 ییادتبا 	 یمسیلایرتام 	 تِاکرحت 	 نیتسخن 	 وزج 	 ار [	 یسانش 	 ییابیز
knowledgeable.	To	thinkers	like	Allan	Bloom	(on	the	Straussian	side)	and	Terry	Eagleton	(on	the	Marxist	side),	there	just	must	be	such	beliefs	–	unwobbling	pivots	that	determine	the	answer	to	the	question:	Get	dunked	on	by	Rorty	for	being	an	ideologue:“Socrates	and	Plato	suggested	that	if	we	tried	hard	enough	we	should	find	beliefs	which	everybody	found	intuitively	plausible,	and	that	among	these	would	be	moral	beliefs	whose	implications,	when	clearly	realized,	would	make	us	virtuous	as	well	as	knowledgeable.	To	thinkers	like	Allan	Bloom	(on	the
Straussian	side)	and	Terry	Eagleton	(on	the	Marxist	side),	there	just	must	be	such	beliefs	–	unwobbling	pivots	that	determine	the	answer	to	the	question:	Which	moral	or	political	alternative	is	objectively	valid?	For	Deweyan	pragmatists	like	me,	history	and	anthropology	are	enough	to	show	that	there	are	no	unwobbling	pivots,	and	that	seeking	objectivity	is	just	a	matter	of	getting	as	much	intersubjective	agreement	as	you	can	manage.”	...more	Lo	he	leído	bastante	por	encima.	I	thought	Eagleton	was	a	little	too	ambitious	overall,	but	the	concluding	pages	made
me	think	differently.	eagleton	is	at	his	best	in	presenting	the	ideas	of	others,	usually	done	with	an	appropriate	degree	of	acerbic	wit.	that	said,	his	own	affirmative	theses	are	less	strong.	OK,	Terry	Eagleton	is	pretty	much	a	BAMF.	This	is	by	no	means	an	easy	read,	but	once	you	get	used	to	Eagleton's	jargon	(and	hegemonic-agenda)	it	begins	to	fall	together.	Can't	wait	to	finish	this!	OK,	Terry	Eagleton	is	pretty	much	a	BAMF.	This	is	by	no	means	an	easy	read,	but	once	you	get	used	to	Eagleton's	jargon	(and	hegemonic-agenda)	it	begins	to	fall	together.	Can't
wait	to	finish	this!	...more
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