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Colonialism	is	the	act	by	which	a	country	or	state	exerts	control	and	domination	over	another	country	or	state.	During	a	period	lasting	from	1881	to	1914	in	what	was	known	as	the	Scramble	for	Africa,	several	European	nations	took	control	over	areas	of	the	African	continent.	European	colonizers	were	able	to	attain	control	over	much	of	Africa	through
diplomatic	pressure,	aggressive	enticement,	and	military	invasions.	In	fact,	European	countries	competed	with	one	another	to	see	who	could	attain	the	most	power	and	growth.	At	the	height	of	colonization,	only	three	sections	of	the	continent	had	been	untouched	by	European	settlers:	Ethiopia	The	Dervish	State	Liberia	Why	Did	European	Countries
Want	to	Colonize	Africa?	In	the	years	1884	and	1885,	the	Berlin	Conference	formalized	European	colonization	of	Africa.	Prior	to	this	time,	world	superpowers	such	as	Portugal,	France,	and	Britain	had	already	set	up	colonies	in	Africa.	To	a	smaller	extent,	Germany	and	Italy	had,	too.	By	1900,	when	the	force	of	the	quick	colonization	was	over,	the
majority	of	the	land	in	Africa	was	divided	up	amongst	seven	different	European	colonizing	nations:	Britain,	France,	Spain,	Germany,	Belgium,	Italy,	and	Portugal.	There	were	several	different	reasons	why	European	colonizers	set	their	sights	on	the	African	continent	Some	of	the	most	prominent	ones	are	outlined	below:	Search	for	Riches	The	19th
century	was	home	to	the	industrial	revolution,	a	time	when	many	European	nations	were	flourishing	in	the	technology	sector	of	the	time.	However,	in	order	to	accomplish	these	advancements,	they	needed	a	source	of	constant	raw	material	supply.	European	powers	noticed	that	many	of	these	raw	materials	happened	to	be	abundant	in	Africa.	Desire
For	Exploration	Prior	to	the	wave	of	European	colonization,	the	geography	of	Africa	was	generally	misunderstood.	Much	like	the	adventurers	who	had	traveled	to	Asia	and	North	America,	many	European	explorers	set	out	to	determine	the	physical	makeup	of	the	African	continent.	Competition	Between	Colonizers	At	the	time	of	the	Scramble	for	Africa,
major	world	powers	like	Great	Britain,	France,	and	Spain	were	competing	for	power	on	the	European	stage.	The	amount	of	land	that	each	country	owned	was	considered	to	be	a	great	indicator	of	power,	with	every	state	wanting	to	do	better	than	their	neighbor.	Religion	A	large	motivator	behind	African	colonization	was	the	desire	to	spread
Christianity	throughout	the	world.	Much	like	what	occurred	in	North	and	South	America,	European	colonizers	brought	the	Christian	faith	to	Africa	through	missionaries.	Imperialism	A	key	ideology	behind	imperialism,	which	in	turn	informs	colonialism,	is	the	idea	of	racial	superiority	or	cultural	superiority.	Again,	much	like	the	ideals	behind	the
colonialism	of	the	Americas,	many	European	colonizers	thought	that	they	were	doing	a	favor	to	those	living	on	the	African	continent	by	introducing	to	them	the	European	way	of	life,	even	if	it	came	at	the	cost	of	destroying	established	societies.	Life	In	Africa	Under	Colonialism	and	Beyond	Life	for	the	African	people	during	colonization	was	difficult.
Many	of	the	ideologies	behind	imperialism	were	discriminatory	in	nature,	using	racist	beliefs	to	justify	harsh	authoritarian	leadership	styles.	Throughout	the	colonial	period,	the	societies	that	had	been	established	in	Africa	fought	hard	to	fend	off	their	European	colonizers.	However,	due	to	the	fact	that	European	powers	were	disproportionately	aided
by	the	products	of	the	industrial	revolution,	many	former	empires	and	kingdoms	that	had	been	present	in	Africa	were	at	a	disadvantage	and	lost	to	the	colonizers.	Throughout	this	time,	Africa	was	forever	changed.	It	has	been	argued	that	the	poverty	that	is	still	experienced	today	in	many	African	countries	is	a	lasting	effect	of	colonialism.	The	fact	that
many	countries	in	Africa	still	experience	high	levels	of	poverty	today,	often	despite	the	countrys	natural	riches,	is	used	as	proof	by	many	that	the	colonialization	of	Africa	did	more	harm	than	good.	British	Colonies	in	Africa	Anglo-Egyptian	Basutoland	Balleland	Bechuanaland	British	East	Africa	British	Somaliland	British	Togoland	British	Cameroons
British	Egypt	Gambia	Colony	and	Protectorate	Gold	Coast	Colonial	Nigeria	Northern	Rhodesia	Nyasaland	Sierra	Leone	Colony	and	Protectorate	South	Africa	South-West	Africa	Southern	Rhodesia	Swaziland	Tanganyika	Territory	Uganda	Protectorate	Sultanate	of	Zanzibar	Belgian	Colonies	in	Africa	Congo	Lado	Enclave	Ruanda-Urundi	French	Colonies
in	Africa	Albreda	Comoros	French	Dahomey	French	Algeria	French	Cameroons	French	Chad	French	Congo	French	Guinea	French	Upper	Volta	French	Somaliland	French	Sudan	French	Togoland	French	Madagascar	Gabon	Ivory	Coast	Colonial	Mauritania	French	Protectorate	in	Morocco	Oubangui-Chari	Senegal	Senegambia	and	Niger	French
protectorate	of	Tunisia	German	Colonies	in	Africa	German	East	Africa	German	South-West	Africa	Kamerun	Togoland	Wituland	Portuguese	Colonies	in	Africa	Angola	Annobon	Cabinda	Cape	Verde	Ceuta	Goree	Malindi	Mombasa	Algarve	Ultramar	Nigeria	Mozambique	Portuguese	Gold	Coast	Portuguese	Guinea	Quiloa	Sao	Tome	and	Principe	Tangier
Zanzibar	Ziguinchor	Do	you	need	a	comprehensive	list	of	African	countries	and	their	colonial	masters?	If	yes,	then	this	publication	is	meant	for	you.	The	African	continent	is	one	of	the	worlds	largest	continents,	with	more	than	50	countries.	All	these	countries	except	Ethiopia	and	Liberia	were	colonized	and	governed	by	the	western	rulers	for	years
before	civilization	began	to	set	in.	The	story,	however,	changed	in	1957	when	Ghana	took	a	bold	step	toward	gaining	freedom.	This	era	marked	the	beginning	of	modern	civilization	in	African	countries.	Although	it	was	a	thug	war,	Ghana	gained	independence	from	the	British	and	set	a	precedent	for	other	black	nations,	which	later	followed	suit.	Upon
imperialism,	most	of	these	African	countries	were	given	their	present	names	by	their	respective	colonial	masters.	This	remained	so	before	the	independence	brouhaha.	The	Berlin	conference	in	Germany	gave	birth	to	the	European	scramble	and	partition	of	West	Africa	in	1984.	The	conference	was	organized	by	the	then	German	Chancellor,	Bismarck,
who	set	up	the	parameters	for	the	historic	partition	of	African	nations.	The	European	countries	were	summoned	to	iron	out	the	issues	of	free	movement	and	navigation	along	the	famous	river	Niger	and	river	Congo.	Most	importantly,	on	ways	to	settle	new	claims	and	governors	of	the	African	coasts.	In	the	end,	all	the	major	European	powers	signed
Treaty,	and	The	Berlin	Act	came	into	force.	The	Berlin	Treaty	set	up	the	rules	of	engagement	for	the	European	occupation	of	the	African	territories.	Also	Read:	7	Strongest	Tribes	in	NigeriaThe	story	of	the	eventful	Berlin	Conference	revolves	around	five	major	themes:	the	establishment	of	recognized	European	colonies,	political	authority
consolidation,	and	more.	Also,	the	development	of	the	European	colonies	via	forced	labor	was	resolved,	the	issue	of	West	African	Resistance	was	thrashed	out,	and	the	economic	and	cultural	transformation	of	West	Africa	was	also	dealt	with	in	the	Treaty.	It	was	enshrined	in	the	Treaty	that	any	European	nation	that	claims	any	part	of	Africa	will	not	be
recognized	unless	and	until	its	effectively	occupied.	By	and	large,	the	Berlin	Conference	ended	up	setting	the	stage	for	the	historic	European	military	invasion	as	well	as	the	conquest	of	the	African	continent.	The	entire	African	continent	was	subjected	to	European	colonial	rule	except	for	Ethiopia	and	Liberia.	The	major	colonial	rulers	with	the	most
power	during	this	time	were	Great	Britain,	France,	Germany,	Belgium,	and	Portugal.	While	this	article	is	all	about	the	African	countries	and	their	colonial	masters,	its	ideal	to	stop	here	about	the	Berlin	conference	so	as	not	to	bore	you	with	too	many	details.	Lets	look	at	the	list	of	African	countries	and	their	respective	colonial	masters.	Country
Independence	Date	Colonial	master	Republic	of	Liberia,	July	26,	1847,	Never	colonizedRepublic	of	South	Africa,	May	31,	1910,	BritainThe	Arab	Republic	of	Egypt,	February	28,	1922,	BritainPeoples	Democratic	Republic	of	Ethiopia,	May	5,	1941,	ItalyLibya	(Socialist	Peoples	Libyan	Arab	Jamahiriya)	December	24,	1951,	BritainDemocratic	Republic	of
Sudan,	January	1,	1956,	Britain/EgyptKingdom	of	Morocco	March	2,	1956,	FranceRepublic	of	Tunisia,	March	20,	1956,	FranceMorocco	(Spanish	Northern	Zone,	Marruecos)	April	7,	1956,	SpainMorocco	(International	Zone,	Tangiers)	October	29,	1956	Republic	of	Ghana,	March	6,	1957,	BritainMorocco	(Spanish	Southern	Zone,	Marruecos)	April	27,
1958,	SpainThe	Republic	of	Guinea,	October	2,	1958,	FranceThe	Republic	of	Cameroon,	January	1,	1960,	FranceThe	Republic	of	Senegal,	April	4,	1960,	FranceRepublic	of	Togo,	April	27,	1960,	FranceRepublic	of	Mali,	September	22,	1960,	FranceDemocratic	Republic	of	Madagascar,	June	26,	1960,	FranceDemocratic	Republic	of	Congo	(Kinshasa),
June	30,	1960,	BelgiumThe	Democratic	Republic	of	Somalia,	July	1,	1960,	BritainRepublic	of	Benin,	August	1,	1960,	FranceRepublic	of	Niger,	August	3,	1960,	FrancePopular	Democratic	Republic	of	Burkina	Faso,	August	5,	1960,	FranceRepublic	of	(Ivory	Coast)	Cte	dIvoire,	Aug.	7,	1960	FranceRepublic	of	Chad,	August	11,	1960,	FranceThe	central
African	Republic	August	13,	1960,	FranceRepublic	of	the	(Brazzaville)	Congo,	August	15,	1960,	FranceRepublic	of	Gabon,	Aug.	16,	1960	FranceThe	Federal	Republic	of	Nigeria,	October	1,	1960,	BritainIslamic	Republic	of	Mauritania,	Nov.	28,	1960	FranceThe	Republic	of	Sierra	Leone,	April	27,	1961,	BritainCameroon	(British	Cameroon	South)
October	1,	1961,	BritainTanzania,	United	Republics	of	December	9,	1961,	BritainRepublic	of	Burundi,	July	1,	1962,	BelgiumThe	Republic	of	Rwanda,	July	1,	1962,	BelgiumDemocratic	and	Popular	Republic	of	Algeria,	July	3,	1962,	FranceRepublic	of	Uganda,	October	9,	1962,	BritainThe	Republic	of	Kenya,	December	12,	1963,	BritainRepublic	of
Malawi,	July	6,	1964,	BritainRepublic	of	Zambia,	October	24,	1964,	BritainRepublic	of	The	Gambia,	February	18,	1965,	BritainRepublic	of	Botswana,	September	30,	1966,	BritainKingdom	of	Lesotho,	October	4,	1966,	BritainThe	state	of	Mauritius,	March	12,	1968,	BritainKingdom	of	Swaziland,	September	6,	1968,	BritainRepublic	of	Equatorial	Guinea,
October	12,	1968,	SpainMorocco	(Ifni)	June	30,	1969,	SpainRepublic	of	Guinea-Bissau,	September	24,	1973	(alt.	September	10,	1974)	PortugalRepublic	of	Mozambique,	June	25.	1975	PortugalRepublic	of	Cape	Verde,	July	5,	1975,	PortugalThe	Federal	Islamic	Republic	of	Comoros,	July	6,	1975,	FranceDemocratic	Republic	of	So	Tom	and	Prncipe,	July
12,	1975	PortugalPeoples	Republic	of	Angola,	November	11,	1975,	PortugalWestern	Sahara	February	28,	1976,	SpainRepublic	of	Seychelles,	June	29,	1976,	BritainRepublic	of	Djibouti,	June	27,	1977,	FranceThe	Republic	of	Zimbabwe,	April	18,	1980,	BritainThe	Republic	of	Namibia,	March	21,	1990,	South	AfricaThe	state	of	Eritrea,	May	24,	1993,
Ethiopia.	Also	Read:	African	Countries	and	Their	Capitals	and	Presidents	(2023-2024)The	above	table	shows	all	the	African	countries,	their	independence	date	with	their	respective	colonial	masters.	From	the	preceding,	its	evident	that	all	the	African	countries	are	colonized	by	the	European	powers	except	Ethiopia	and	Liberia.	So	if	you	have	any
question	regarding	this	comprehensive	list	of	African	countries	and	their	colonial	masters,	dont	hesitate	to	use	the	comment	section.	Take	a	Self	Assessment	Quiz	About	the	Chief	Editor	Godfrey	Ogbo,	the	Chief	Editor	and	CEO	of	AtlanticRide,	merges	his	environmental	management	expertise	with	extensive	business	experience,	including	in	real
estate.	With	a	master's	degree	and	a	knack	for	engaging	writing,	he	adeptly	covers	complex	growth	and	business	topics.	His	analytical	approach	and	business	insights	enrich	the	blog,	making	it	a	go-to	source	for	readers	seeking	thoughtful	and	informed	content.	Since	the	earliest	days	of	human	existence,	Africa	has	been	home	to	numerous	societies
and	states.	Yet,	throughout	history	various	foreign	powers,	such	as	the	ancient	Phoenicians,	Greeks,	and	Romans,	have	laid	claim	to	African	territory.	The	most	extreme	example	was	the	colonization	of	Africa	by	European	powers	from	the	late	19th	century,	which	itself	was	an	intensification	of	efforts	that	had	begun	centuries	earlier	and	which
occurred	during	an	era	of	global	exploration	and	a	quest	for	colonies	throughout	the	world.	By	1914	European	countries	had	collectively	claimed	about	90	percent	of	the	African	continent.	Decolonization	in	Africa	happened	over	several	decades	in	the	20th	century,	with	more	than	half	of	European	colonies	gaining	independence	in	the	1960s	alone.	It
was	fueled	by	rising	nationalistic	sentiments	among	African	people	and	the	post-World	War	II	landscape	that	saw	European	powers	faced	with	financial	constraints,	domestic	opposition	to	maintaining	colonies,	and	increasing	anti-colonial	pressure	on	the	international	stage,	particularly	from	the	United	States	and	the	Soviet	Union.	In	response,	many
European	countries	began	preparing	plansor	accelerated	existing	plansto	withdraw	from	their	colonial	holdings.	The	process	varied	by	the	European	power	and	colony:	some	colonies	had	a	gradual,	relatively	peaceful	path	to	independence,	whereas	others	gained	independence	abruptly	or	endured	lengthy	liberation	wars.	Decolonization	had	a
significant	impact	on	international	relations,	which	in	turn	affected	political	and	economic	development	in	postcolonial	Africa.	New	international	and	regional	organizations	emerged,	and	global	alliances	shifted.	Frameworks	were	created	by	which	one	could	attempt	to	assess	the	relative	prosperity	and	power	of	the	worlds	countries.	Some	African
countries	navigated	new	trade	partnerships	and	political	alliances	with	the	United	States,	the	former	Soviet	Union,	and	other	countries.	Others	remained	economically	dependent	on	former	colonial	powers,	which	allowed	the	latter	to	retain	influence	there.	Over	the	years	new	relationships	developed,	with	China	and	Russia	notably	expanding	their
influence	on	the	continent.	Addis	Ababa:	African	Union	headquartersHeadquarters	of	the	African	Union,	Addis	Ababa,	Ethiopia.	Derejeb/Dreamstime.com	Amy	McKennaLast	Modification:	July	25,	2025	After	decolonization,	many	African	countries	kept	their	colonial	borders	but	changed	their	names.The	Organization	of	African	Union	agreed	to	keep
colonial	borders	to	avoid	conflicts	after	independence.	After	decolonization,	state	boundaries	in	Africa	remained	remarkably	stable,	but	the	colonial	names	of	African	states	often	changed.	Explore	a	list	of	current	African	countries	according	to	their	former	colonial	names,	with	explanations	of	border	changes	and	amalgamations	of	territories.	In	1963,
during	the	era	of	independence,	the	Organization	of	African	Union	agreed	to	a	policy	of	inviolable	borders,	which	dictated	that	colonial-era	boundaries	were	to	be	upheld,	with	one	caveat.	Due	to	the	French	policy	of	governing	their	colonies	as	large	federated	territories,	several	countries	were	created	out	of	each	of	France's	former	colonies,	using	the
old	territorial	boundaries	for	the	new	country	boundaries.	There	were	Pan-Africanist	efforts	to	create	federated	states,	like	the	Federation	of	Mali,	but	these	all	failed.AbyssiniaEthiopiaLiberiaLiberiaAnglo-Egyptian	SudanSudan,	The	Republic	of	the	South	SudanBasutolandLesothoBechuanalandBotswanaBritish	East	AfricaKenya,	UgandaBritish
SomalilandSomalia*The	GambiaThe	GambiaGold	CoastGhanaNigeriaNigeriaNorthern	RhodesiaZambiaNyasalandMalawiSierra	LeoneSierra	LeoneSouth	AfricaSouth	AfricaSouthern	RhodesiaZimbabweSwazilandSwazilandAlgeriaAlgeriaFrench	Equatorial	AfricaChad,	Gabon,	Republic	of	the	Congo,	Central	African	RepublicFrench	West	AfricaBenin,
Guinea,	Mali,	Ivory	Coast,	Mauritania,	Niger,	Senegal,	Burkina	FasoFrench	SomalilandDjiboutiMadagascarMadagascarMoroccoMorocco	(see	note)TunisiaTunisiaKamerunCameroonGerman	East	AfricaTanzania,	Rwanda,	BurundiSouth	West	AfricaNamibiaTogolandTogoBelgian	CongoDemocratic	Republic	of	the	CongoAngolaAngolaPortuguese	East
AfricaMozambiquePortuguese	GuineaGuinea-BissauEritreaEritreaLibyaLibyaSomaliaSomalia	(see	note)Rio	de	OroWestern	Sahara	(disputed	territory	claimed	by	Morocco)Spanish	MoroccoMorocco	(see	note)Spanish	GuineaEquatorial	Guinea	After	World	War	I,	all	of	Germany's	African	colonies	were	taken	away	and	made	mandate	territories	by	the
League	of	Nations.	This	meant	they	were	supposed	to	be	"prepared"	for	independence	by	Allied	powers,	namely	Britain,	France,	Belgium,	and	South	Africa.	German	East	Africa	was	divided	between	Britain	and	Belgium,	with	Belgium	taking	control	over	Rwanda	and	Burundi	and	Britain	taking	control	of	what	was	then	called	Tanganyika.	After
independence,	Tanganyika	united	with	Zanzibar	and	become	Tanzania.	German	Kamerun	was	also	larger	than	Cameroon	is	today,	extending	into	what	is	today	Nigeria,	Chad,	and	the	Central	African	Republic.	Following	World	War	I,	most	of	German	Kamerun	went	to	France,	but	Britain	also	controlled	the	portion	adjacent	to	Nigeria.	At	independence,
the	northern	British	Cameroons	elected	to	join	Nigeria,	and	the	southern	British	Cameroons	joined	Cameroon.	German	South	West	Africa	was	controlled	by	South	Africa	until	1990.	The	country	of	Somalia	is	comprised	of	what	were	formerly	Italian	Somaliland	and	British	Somaliland.	Morocco's	borders	are	still	disputed.	The	country	is	made	up
primarily	of	two	separate	colonies,	French	Morocco	and	Spanish	Morocco.	Spanish	Morocco	lay	on	the	northern	coast,	near	the	Strait	of	Gibraltar,	but	Spain	also	had	two	separate	territories	(Rio	de	Oro	and	Saguia	el-Hamra)	just	south	of	French	Morocco.	Spain	merged	these	two	colonies	into	Spanish	Sahara	in	the	1920s,	and	in	1957	ceded	much	of
what	had	been	Saguia	el-Hamra	to	Morocco.	Morocco	continued	to	claim	the	southern	portion	as	well	and	in	1975	seized	control	of	the	territory.	The	United	Nations	recognizes	the	southern	portion,	often	called	Western	Sahara,	as	a	non-self-governing	territory.	The	African	Union	recognizes	it	as	the	sovereign	state	Sahrawi	Arab	Democratic	Republic
(SADR),	but	the	SADR	only	controls	a	portion	of	the	territory	known	as	Western	Sahara.	The	established	history	of	Africa	was,	until	current	times,	written	for	Africans	by	the	white	men,	who	had	actively	made	their	way	through	the	African	continent	in	a	very	proud	and	regularly	changing	stage	in	Europes	history	that	appeared	to	be	infinite	with
energy	and	ideas.	A	conference	was	held	in	Berlin	in	1884	to	negotiate	with	Africas	colonization	in	such	a	manner	as	to	sidestep	the	provocation	of	war.	Hence,	a	tone	for	some	sort	of	orchestration	of	contending	interests	in	Africa	was	set.	The	colonization	of	Africa	profoundly	affected	the	political	structure	and	culture	of	the	peoples	who	inhabited	the
continent.	The	ethnic	societies	of	Africa	are	estimated	in	the	thousands,	with	each	population	generally	having	its	language	and	culture.	Below	is	the	map	of	Africa	created	using	ethnically	drawn	borders	rather	than	those	drawn	by	imperial	powers.	Now	we	can	only	fantasize	about	what	Africa	would	have	looked	like	if	it	had	not	been	colonized.	The
following	map	describes	the	boundaries	of	historical,	ethnic	motherlands	in	Africa	and	their	partitioning	during	colonization.	Light	grey	symbolizes	traditional	ethnic	homelands	that	remained	intact	as	Africa	was	cut	up	and	split	into	nations	by	western	powers.	Dark	grey	is	those	who	were	arbitrarily	partitioned.	The	political	map	below	shows	Africa
before	colonial	partitions	between	European	countries.	By	the	start	of	the	1880s,	only	a	tiny	part	of	Africa	was	under	European	rule,	and	that	area	was	restricted	mainly	to	the	shore	and	a	short	distance	inland	along	major	rivers	such	as	the	Congo	and	the	Niger.	Partition	of	Africa	(Scramble	for	Africa)	was	the	occupation,	division,	and	colonization	of
Africa	by	European	powers	during	the	era	of	New	Imperialism	between	1881	and	1914.	In	1870,	only	10	percent	of	Africa	was	under	European	control.	By	1914	it	had	risen	to	almost	90	percent	of	the	continent,	with	only	Ethiopia	(Abyssinia),	the	Dervish	state	(present-day	Somalia),	and	Liberia	still	being	independent.	The	Berlin	Conference	held	in
1884	was	an	important	event	in	the	political	future	of	African	ethnic	groups.	It	was	attended	by	the	European	powers	that	laid	claim	to	African	territories.	The	Berlin	Conference	sought	to	end	the	European	powers	Scramble	for	Africa	by	agreeing	on	political	division	and	spheres	of	influence.	They	set	up	the	political	divisions	of	the	continent	by
spheres	of	interest	that	exist	in	Africa	today.	The	two	maps	below	illustrate	how	much	the	political	map	of	Africa	has	changed.	By	1914,	90	percent	of	Africa	had	been	split	between	seven	European	nations.	Colonization	eventually	led	to	political	instability	and	the	constant	occurrence	of	many	military	conflicts.	African	peoples	to	oppose	colonial
control	often	arose	from	everlasting	grudges	against	colonial	labor	exploitation,	racism,	onerous	taxation,	paternalist	practices,	arbitrary	brutality,	and	political	illegitimacy.	The	map	below	illustrates	the	major	revolutionary	movements	in	Africa.	After	WWII,	rapid	decolonization	swept	over	the	continent	as	many	nations	got	freedom	from	European
colonization.	European	countries,	consumed	with	post-war	debt,	could	no	longer	provide	the	resources	required	to	control	their	African	colonies.	It	allowed	African	nationalists	to	negotiate	decolonization	very	fast	and	with	minimal	fatalities.	Some	regions,	however,	saw	significant	death	tolls	because	of	their	fight	for	independence.	Some	nations
continue	to	fight	for	freedom.	The	process	of	decolonization	of	Africa	was	accompanied	by	brutality,	political	violence,	widespread	restlessness,	and	organized	revolutions	in	both	northern	and	sub-Saharan	nations,	including	the	Mau	Mau	Rebellion	in	British	Kenya,	the	Algerian	War	Conflict	in	French	Algeria,	the	Angolan	War	of	Independence	in
Portuguese	Angola,	the	Congo	Confrontation	in	the	Belgian	Congo,	the	Zanzibar	Revolt	in	the	Sultanate	of	Zanzibar,	and	the	Nigerian	Civil	War	in	the	secessionist	state	of	Biafra.	The	map	below	shows	the	decolonization	of	Africa.	Nowadays,	of	the	857	diverse	ethnic	groups	in	Africa,	28%	are	divided	by	borders	of	two	or	more	countries.	This	colonial
heritage	still	periodically	leads	to	violence	and	instability.	African	Countries	Colonized	by	Britain:	The	British	colonies	in	Africa	were	a	group	of	territories	in	Africa	that	were	under	the	control	of	the	British	Empire.	These	colonies	were	established	during	the	19th	and	early	20th	centuries,	as	the	British	sought	to	expand	their	global	empire	and	exploit
the	resources	of	Africa.	The	British	colonies	in	Africa	included	countries	such	as	Egypt,	Sudan,	Kenya,	Uganda,	Zambia,	Malawi,	and	Nigeria,	among	others.	Throughout	the	20th	century,	these	colonies	underwent	a	process	of	decolonization,	as	they	sought	to	gain	independence	from	British	rule.	This	process	was	marked	by	various	independence
movements	and	struggles,	as	well	as	negotiations	between	the	British	government	and	the	leaders	of	these	movements.	In	the	end,	many	of	the	British	colonies	in	Africa	were	successful	in	achieving	independence,	and	they	became	sovereign	nations	in	their	own	right.The	years	of	independence	for	the	British	colonies	in	Africa	varied,	with	some
countries	gaining	independence	in	the	1950s	and	others	not	achieving	independence	until	the	1980s.	However,	the	majority	of	the	British	colonies	in	Africa	gained	independence	in	the	1960s,	as	the	tide	of	decolonization	swept	across	the	continent.	Today,	the	countries	that	were	once	British	colonies	in	Africa	are	diverse	and	thriving,	with	their	own
unique	histories	and	cultures.	Full	List	of	African	Countries	Colonized	by	BritainCountryIndependenceGhana1957Sierra	Leone1961Nigeria1960The	Gambia1965Kenya1963Uganda1962Tanzania	(United	Kingdom	and
Germany)1961Zambia1964Malawi1964Zimbabwe1980Sudan1956Somalia1960Mauritius1968Seychelles1976Lesotho1966Swaziland1968Egypt19221.	Ghana	(1957)Ghana	is	located	on	the	west	coast	of	Africa	and	is	known	for	its	rich	natural	resources,	including	gold,	cocoa,	and	timber.	After	the	arrival	of	European	colonial	powers,	Ghana	became	an
important	trading	center	and	was	eventually	colonized	by	the	British	in	the	late	19th	century.	The	struggle	for	independence	in	Ghana	was	led	by	Kwame	Nkrumah,	who	became	the	countrys	first	President	after	independence	on	March	6	1957.2.	Sierra	Leone	(1961)Sierra	Leone	was	a	British	colony	until	it	gained	independence	on	27th	of	April	1961.
The	country	is	located	on	the	west	coast	of	Africa	and	is	known	for	its	rich	natural	resources,	including	diamonds,	gold,	and	iron	ore.	The	Sierra	Leone	Company,	a	British	trading	company,	established	a	settlement	in	Sierra	Leone	in	the	late	18th	century,	and	the	area	eventually	became	a	British	colony	in	the	19th	century.	The	struggle	for
independence	in	Sierra	Leone	was	led	by	various	political	parties	and	activists,	and	the	country	became	an	independent	sovereign	nation	in	1961.3.	Nigeria	(1960)Nigeria	was	a	British	colony	until	it	gained	independence	on	the	1st	of	October	1960.	The	country	is	located	on	the	west	coast	of	Africa	and	is	the	most	populous	country	on	the	continent.
The	area	which	was	colonized	by	the	British	in	the	late	19th	century	became	an	independent	sovereign	nation	in	1960	and	has	since	become	a	major	player	in	African	politics	and	economics.4.	The	Gambia	(1965)The	Gambia	is	located	on	the	west	coast	of	Africa	and	is	known	for	its	rich	cultural	heritage	and	natural	beauty.	The	country	has	a	long	and
complex	history,	and	has	been	inhabited	by	various	ethnic	groups	for	thousands	of	years.	The	area	was	colonized	by	the	British	in	the	late	19th	century,	and	the	struggle	for	independence	in	The	Gambia	was	led	by	various	political	parties	and	activists.	The	country	became	an	independent	sovereign	nation	on	February	18,	1965	and	has	since	become	a
major	player	in	African	politics	and	economics.5.	Kenya	(1963)Kenya	was	a	British	colony	until	it	gained	independence	on	the	12th	of	December	1963.	It	is	located	in	east	Africa	and	is	known	for	its	rich	natural	resources	and	diverse	landscape,	including	savannas,	mountains,	and	forests.6.	Uganda	(1962)Uganda	is	located	in	east	Africa	and	is	known
for	its	rich	natural	resources,	including	oil,	gold,	and	coffee.	From	1894,	the	area	was	ruled	as	a	protectorate	by	the	United	Kingdom,	which	established	administrative	law	across	the	territory.	Uganda	gained	independence	from	the	UK	on	9	October	1962.	The	period	since	then	has	been	marked	by	violent	conflicts,	including	an	eight-year-long	military
dictatorship	led	by	Idi	Amin.7.	Tanzania	(1961)Tanganyika	and	Zanzibar	was	a	British	and	German	colony	until	it	gained	independence	from	Britain	in	1961	and	1963	respectively.On	9	December	1961,	Tanganyika	became	independent,	though	retaining	the	British	monarch	as	Queen	of	Tanganyika,	while	Zanzibar	received	its	independence	from	the
United	Kingdom	on	10	December	1963,	as	a	constitutional	monarchy	under	its	Sultan.On	26	April	1964,	Tanganyika	united	with	Zanzibar	to	form	the	United	Republic	of	Tanganyika	and	Zanzibar.	The	country	was	renamed	the	United	Republic	of	Tanzania	on	29	October	of	that	year.8.	Zambia	(1964)Zambia	is	a	landlocked	country	at	the	crossroads	of
Central,	Southern	and	East	Africa.	The	area	was	colonized	by	the	British	in	the	late	19th	century.	The	country	became	an	independent	sovereign	nation	24	October	1964	and	has	since	become	a	major	player	in	African	politics	and	economics.9.	Malawi	(1964)In	colonial	times,	the	territory	was	ruled	by	the	British,	under	whose	control	it	was	known
first	as	British	Central	Africa	and	later	Nyasaland.	The	country	achieved	full	independence,	as	Malawi,	in	1964.	After	independence,	Malawi	was	ruled	as	a	one-party	state	under	Hastings	Banda	until	1994.10.	Zimbabwe	(1980)Zimbabwe	is	located	in	southern	Africa	and	is	known	for	its	rich	natural	resources,	including	gold,	diamonds,	and	tobacco.
Known	formerly	as	Rhodesia,	the	southern	African	country	gained	independence	as	Zimbabwe	on	April	18,	1980	from	Britain.11.	Sudan	(1956)Sudan	was	a	British	colony	until	it	gained	independence	on	January	1	1956.	It	is	located	in	north	Africa	and	is	known	for	its	rich	natural	resources,	including	oil,	gold,	and	copper.	The	country	has	a	long	and
complex	history,	and	has	been	inhabited	by	various	ethnic	groups	for	thousands	of	years.	The	area	was	colonized	by	the	British	in	the	late	19th	century,	and	the	struggle	for	independence	in	Sudan	was	led	by	various	political	parties	and	activists.	The	country	became	an	independent	sovereign	nation	in	1956	and	has	since	become	a	major	player	in
African	politics	and	economics.12.	Somalia	(1960)Somalia	was	a	British	colony	until	it	gained	independence	on	July	1	1960.	The	date	celebrates	the	unification	of	the	Trust	Territory	of	Italian	Somaliland	and	the	British	Somaliland	which	formed	the	Somali	Republic.13.	Mauritius	(1968)Mauritius	was	a	British	colony	until	it	gained	independence	on
March	12,	1968.	It	is	located	in	the	Indian	Ocean	and	is	known	for	its	rich	natural	resources,	including	sugarcane,	fish,	and	minerals.	The	area	was	colonized	by	the	Dutch,	French,	and	British	in	the	late	19th	century,	and	the	struggle	for	independence	in	Mauritius	was	led	by	various	political	parties	and	activists.	The	country	became	an	independent
sovereign	nation	in	1968	and	has	since	become	a	major	player	in	African	politics	and	economics.14.	Seychelles	(1976)Seychelles	is	located	in	the	Indian	Ocean	and	is	known	for	its	rich	natural	resources,	including	fish,	coconuts,	and	timber.	The	country	gained	independence	from	the	British	on	June	29	1976	and	has	now	evolved	into	a	presidential
republic.	Seychelles	economy	heavily	depends	on	tourism	and	the	fishing/tuna	exportation,	and	boasts	the	highest	nominal	per	capita	GDP	in	Africa.	It	is	one	of	only	a	handful	of	countries	in	Africa	with	a	high	Human	Development	Index.15.	Botswana	(1966)Botswana	is	a	landlocked	country	located	in	southern	Africa.	It	gained	independence	from
Britain	on	September	30,	1966	after	being	a	protectorate	since	1885.	The	country	has	a	stable	democratic	government	and	has	achieved	strong	economic	growth,	particularly	in	the	areas	of	diamonds	and	tourism.16.	Egypt	(1922)Egypt	is	a	country	in	North	Africa	with	a	long	and	rich	history.	It	gained	independence	from	Britain	on	28th	February.
1922,	although	British	influence	persisted	in	the	country	until	the	mid-1950s.	Egypt	is	home	to	many	ancient	landmarks	and	is	a	major	cultural	and	economic	hub	in	the	Middle	East	and	North	Africa	region.17.	Lesotho	(1966)Lesotho	is	a	small,	landlocked	country	located	within	South	Africa.	It	gained	independence	from	Britain	on	October	4,	1966	and
has	a	parliamentary	democracy.	The	country	is	known	for	its	mountainous	terrain	and	is	home	to	the	highest	low	point	of	any	country	in	the	world,	at	1,400	meters	above	sea	level.18.	Swaziland	(1968)Swaziland	is	a	small,	landlocked	country	located	in	southern	Africa.	It	gained	independence	from	Britain	on	September	6th	1968	and	is	a	monarchy,
with	the	current	king	being	the	countrys	head	of	state.	Swaziland	is	known	for	its	cultural	traditions	and	natural	beauty,	including	the	Hlane	Royal	National	Park,	which	is	home	to	a	variety	of	wildlife.	It	is	worth	noting	that	many	of	these	countries	gained	independence	after	a	long	and	often	violent	struggle	against	British	colonial	rule.	The	process	of
decolonization	in	Africa	was	complex	and	varied	from	country	to	country,	but	ultimately	it	led	to	the	creation	of	independent	sovereign	nations	that	were	able	to	determine	their	own	political	and	economic	systems.	The	process	of	decolonization	also	involved	the	transfer	of	power	from	colonial	administrators	to	local	leaders,	which	often	led	to	conflicts
and	struggles	over	the	distribution	of	resources	and	political	power.	Despite	these	challenges,	many	of	the	countries	that	gained	independence	in	Africa	have	made	significant	progress	in	the	years	since,	and	continue	to	work	towards	building	strong	and	prosperous	societies.Last	Updated	in	June	2025.	The	colonization	of	Africa	was	a	process	that
unfolded	primarily	in	the	late	19th	and	early	20th	centuries,	culminating	in	the	near-total	domination	of	the	continent	by	European	powers.	This	period,	often	referred	to	as	the	Scramble	for	Africa,	was	driven	by	a	combination	of	political,	economic,	and	strategic	factors,	and	it	fundamentally	reshaped	the	political	and	social	landscape	of	Africa.The
Colonization	of	Africa:	During	the	19th	and	20th	centuries,	the	African	continent	was	colonized	mainly	by	European	powers	likeBritain,	France,	Spain,	Portugal,	and	Russia.	What	was	colonization?Colonization	is	the	action	by	which	a	foreign	power	occupies	another	country	and	then	exploits	the	economic	resources	of	the	occupied	country	for	the
benefit	of	its	native	land	(foreign	country).What	led	to	European	Colonization	in	Asia	and	Africa?Following	the	occupation	of	Constantinople	by	Ottoman	Turks	(1453),	empires	of	Western	Europe	(Spain	and	Portugal)	were	forced	to	find	alternate	sea	routes	to	the	East	(China	and	India).These	empires	were	later	supplanted	by	the	industrial	powers
Britain	and	France.	Germany	and	Italy	also	entered	the	scene	towards	the	end	of	the	nineteenth	century.	How	are	YOU	targeting	for	success	in	the	IAS/IPS/IFS	Exam?	(1)	Online	Classes	Enroll	Now	(2)	Offline	Classes	Enroll	Now	Note:	The	right	guidance	from	ClearIAS	can	be	the	game-changer.	They	stumbled	upon	the	Americas	(Columbus,	1492)
and	realised	the	huge	potential	of	controlling	colonies	through	which	they	could	source	merchandise	for	trade	cheaply.This	led	to	the	establishment	of	trade	routes	with	countries	of	Western	Africa,	India,	Dutch	East	Indies	(Indonesia)	etc.Since	they	controlled	the	high	seas,	they	were	able	to	influence	the	trading	policies	of	these	countries.This	gave
them	the	incentive	to	interfere	in	the	domestic	politics	of	these	countries.Phases	of	ColonisationIt	is	broadly	divided	into	two	phases	the	Mercantile	and	Industrial	phases.Mercantile	PhaseThis	is	called	as	Mercantilism	because	the	major	motto	of	colonial	powers	was	to	establish	supremacy	in	trading	relationships.	They	sought	to	source	merchandise
cheaply	and	sell	it	at	a	premium	in	European	markets.They	controlled	high	seas	and	used	this	as	a	means	for	Gunboat	diplomacy	and	later	established	extensive	empires	in	the	Americas,	East	Indies	(present-day	Indonesia)	etc.The	technological	superiority	of	Colonialists	wasnt	as	much	as	in	the	later	industrial	phase.	So	they	were	able	to	subjugate
only	relatively	primitive	peoples.	Countries	with	well-established	state	systems	and	cultures	were	able	to	repel	colonialists.	(For	example,	in	India,	Mughal	emperor	Aurangzeb	defeated	the	British	East	India	Company	in	the	Childs	War,	in	1686.	China	wasnt	attacked	till	the	Opium	Wars	of	the	nineteenth	century).Goods	from	the	East	were	still	in	great
demand	across	Europe.	So	they	worked	under	the	trading	systems	laid	by	the	strong	states	of	India	and	China.Industrial	PhaseThis	coincided	with	the	Industrial	Revolution	in	Western	Europe	and	the	United	States	of	America.	The	relative	technological	supremacy	and	decadence	in	the	Eastern	states	meant	that	Europe	could	interfere	in	the	internal
affairs	of	these	states.European	states	used	gunboat	diplomacy	(Opium	Wars	in	China)	as	well	as	vile	political	machinations	(Bengal	in	India,	leading	to	the	Battle	of	Plassey,	1757)	to	secure	their	aims.Apart	from	trade,	they	sought	to	secure	vast	markets	for	the	new	industrial	goods	produced	through	the	Industrial	Revolution	in	these	countries.
Political	influence	gained	in	these	countries	was	used	to	destroy	traditional	industries	and	promote	cheap,	mass-produced	European	goods.	E.g.:	The	destruction	of	the	famed	textile	industry	of	Bengal	by	the	British	to	promote	cheap	cotton	from	the	textile	mills	of	England.Colonies	were	used	to	source	cheap	raw	materials	and	value-added
manufactured	goods	were	dumped	in	the	colonies	under	the	banner	of	Free	trade.The	colonial	powers	controlled	foreign,	monetary	and	trade	policies.	This	meant	an	advantage	to	the	industrialists	at	home.	This	led	to	the	famous	drain	of	wealth	from	the	colonies.Colonialism	reached	its	logical	conclusion	with	the	rise	of	new	industrial	powers	in
Europe	Germany	and	Italy.	This	led	to	a	competition	for	accruing	larger	and	larger	empires	that	meant	more	power	and	prestige	to	these	countries.	This	was	most	pronounced	in	the	tragic	event	of	Scramble	for	Africa.Scramble	for	AfricaAfrica	in	1912This	happened	during	the	period	of	New	Imperialism	(1881-1914).	Increasing	rivalry	between
European	powers	Britain,	France,	Germany	etc	meant	that	they	needed	more	and	more	markets	and	sources	for	cheap	raw	materials.Technological	progress	mapping	of	inland	Africa	in	the	middle	decades	of	the	nineteenth	century,	advances	in	treating	deadly	diseases	like	malaria	etc	meant	that	the	European	powers	could	finally	move	inland	from
the	well-established	coastal	colonies.But	this	would	require	costly	wars	against	the	native	population.	So	they	reached	a	political	settlement	where	they	divided	the	territory	of	Africa	within	themselves	with	no	regard	for	the	wishes	of	the	indigenous	people	of	these	lands!The	settlement	was	reached	at	the	Berlin	Conference	of	1884.	In	1870,	less	than
10%	of	African	territory	was	under	European	control.	By	1914,	it	had	increased	to	almost	90%!	This	is	known	as	the	scramble	of	Africa.Decolonization	of	AfricaIt	was	the	cultural,	economic	and	political	process	through	which	colonies	broke	free	from	the	colonial	empires	and	integrated	themselves	into	the	new	world	order.CulturalColonial	empires
were	generally	founded	on	principles	of	Racism	and	the	right	to	rule	over	inferior	races.	These	narratives	had	to	be	challenged.An	image	of	benevolent	and	modernising	influence	was	used	as	a	pretext	for	colonial	exploitation.	However,	this	was	later	broken.	(Eg:	the	Indian	National	Congress	popularised	the	theory	of	the	drain	of	wealth	to	demolish
the	claim	of	the	civilising	influence	of	the	British	Raj)The	self-confidence	of	people	had	to	be	boosted.	Exercises	of	cultural	integration	and	the	creation	of	national	identities	and	a	shared	past	were	emphasised.	Eg:	Ancient	Greek	(Hellenistic)	culture	was	emphasised	in	the	Greek	War	of	Independence,	1829	against	the	Ottoman	Empire.	In	India,	the
achievements	of	our	ancient	civilisation	were	popularised.Most	states	were	successful	in	this	regard,	though	deep-rooted	tribal	differences	and	prejudices	led	to	problems	in	Africa	(see	below).PoliticalNewly	freed	states	had	to	be	allowed	to	follow	an	independent	foreign	policy.	They	had	to	raise	resources	and	build	stable	institutions	(Eg:	An	Army
subject	to	strict	civilian	control).Representative	and	democratic	institutions	needed	to	be	built.	This	needed	an	enlightened	citizenry	and	an	empowered	leadership.EconomicThe	old	European	powers	sought	to	exert	influence	in	newly	independent	trades	through	biased	trade	policies.	This	came	to	be	known	as	Neo-Colonialism.Most	of	the	investment
in	these	countries	came	from	the	erstwhile	colonizers.	So	they	were	able	to	control	new	governments	through	lobbying	and	other	informal	(often	corrupt)	means.Colonial	powers	were	technologically	advanced.	So	they	used	it	as	leverage	in	directing	foreign	investment	and	hence	controlling	the	new	states.	They	sought	to	guard	their	technological
supremacy	through	tight	Intellectual	property	regimes.In	this	article,	we	look	at	how	the	newly	formed	states	underwent	the	process	of	Decolonization	in	Africa.What	forced	European	powers	to	abandon	their	empires?Nationalist	movements	Through	the	effects	of	westernisation	and	opening	up,	colonies	acquired	enlightened	leadership	and	many
developed	strong	nationalist	movements.	Most	colonies	were	extensive	police	states.	Massive	unrest	made	them	simply	unviable.Second	World	War:	It	weakened	most	European	powers	and	they	couldnt	keep	up	with	the	maintenance	of	their	empires.	The	most	powerful	among	victorious	powers	The	USA	and	the	USSR	took	a	firm	anti-colonial	stance.
This	further	weakened	the	Europeans.Pan-Africanism:	A	feeling	of	brotherhood	was	growing	within	the	indigenous	people	of	Africa.	This	meant	a	pooling	of	resources	and	external	support	in	the	struggle	for	independence.	As	more	and	more	countries	attained	freedom,	the	entire	process	was	hastened.Outside	Pressures:	The	USA	and	USSR	actively
pressurised	colonial	powers.	Eg:	President	Truman	of	the	US	pressured	the	British	government	to	make	India	independent.	Newly	formed	United	Nations	and	other	powerful	international	associations	like	the	Non-Alignment	Movement	built	up	firm	international	opinions	against	colonialism.Challenges	to	AfricaAfrica	faced	many	unique	challenges
which	made	Decolonization	a	very	difficult	process.	These	were	common	to	most	of	the	new	states	in	Africa.Tribal	differences:	Many	countries	were	brought	together	by	the	sheer	military	forces	of	the	colonizers.	Lack	of	a	common	cultural	past	and	tribal	belligerence	meant	that	they	slaughtered	each	other	inside	these	artificial	boundaries	imposed
upon	them.	This	led	to	the	worst	genocides	in	Nigeria,	Congo	(Zaire),	Burundi	and	Rwanda.Cold	War	rivalry:	Since	most	of	them	were	resource-rich,	the	two	major	blocs	didnt	want	more	states	slipping	into	the	orbit	of	their	rival	power.	This	led	to	prolonged	civil	wars.	Eg:	Angola,	Uganda,	Burundi	etc.Economic	underdevelopment:	Colonisers	used
them	as	sources	of	raw	materials.	So	lack	of	industries	and	primitive	agriculture	made	them	susceptible	to	Neo-Colonialism.	Also,	most	of	their	economies	were	entirely	dependent	upon	the	export	of	one	or	two	commodities.	When	international	prices	fell,	they	plunged	into	political	instability	and	civil	wars.	Eg:	Nigeria,	Ghana,	Tanzania,	Burundi
etc.Political	and	Social	problems:	Most	colonial	powers	refused	education	to	Africans.	This	led	to	a	deficiency	in	enlightened	leadership	and	a	general	faith	in	democratic	means.	This	meant	that	most	countries	plunged	into	corruption	and	civil	war	soon	after	independence.Economic	and	Natural	Disasters:	Devastating	famines	of	the	1980s	and	ongoing
famines	due	to	climate	change	are	spelling	disaster	to	these	countries.	These	events	end	up	ruining	economies	and	destabilising	governments.	Through	the	90s,	the	spread	of	the	HIV/AIDS	epidemic	also	posed	a	grave	threat	to	these	countries.	During	the	last	two	decades,	climate	change-induced	disasters	have	been	seen	to	affect	third-world
countries,	especially	those	in	Africa.Ethnic	conflict:	In	some	countries	with	an	influential	white	settler	population,	Decolonisation	was	a	more	complex	affair.	They	offered	firm	resistance	because	they	were	privileged	under	the	old	system.	Eg:	Rhodesia	(Zimbabwe)	and	the	erstwhile	Apartheid	regime	of	South	Africa.	Sometimes,	as	in	Zimbabwe,	forced
taking	away	estates	from	the	white	minority	led	to	an	overall	fall	in	productivity	and	caused	economic	crises.Religious	Extremism:	This	is	a	fairly	recent	phenomenon	in	which	Islamist	ideologies	taking	over	Muslim	populations	of	these	countries.	Eg:	Boko	Haram	in	Nigeria,	and	Al-Shabab	in	Somalia.Aftermath	of	DecolonizationDue	to	these	challenges
and	specific	conditions	in	different	countries,	Decolonization	had	different	results	for	these	countries.Army	coups	were	common	in	countries	with	weak	leadership	and	limited	mass	base	in	democratic	processes.	Eg:	Ghana,	Nigeria,	Uganda,	Burundi,	Rwanda,	Congo	etc.Complete	export	dependency	on	one	or	two	commodities	leads	to	instability	at
times	of	falling	prices.	Eg:	Nigeria,	Ghana,	Tanzania,	Burundi	etc.Extreme	poverty	was	the	characteristic	of	most	states	due	to	lesser	human	development	and	corruption.Rampant	corruption	most	states	fell	into	the	hands	of	a	corrupted	elite	that	exploited	social	fissures	to	enrich	itself.	Recently	we	saw	popular	movements	against	Robert	Mugabe	of
Zimbabwe	and	Jacob	Zuma	of	South	Africa	succeeding	in	removing	them.Great	power	rivalry	has	affected	many	states	like	Angola	badly.	At	the	same	time,	these	powers	failed	to	interfere	in	places	where	their	interests	were	not	involved.	Eg:	Failure	to	stop	the	Rwandan	genocide	of	1994.	This	points	to	the	need	for	a	pan-African	movement	to	ensure
democracy	and	the	rule	of	law.Resource-rich	countries	falling	prey	to	Neo-colonialism	and	sectarian	violence.	Eg:	Sierra	Leone	is	locked	in	a	perpetual	civil	war	over	its	gold,	diamond	and	iron	ore	deposits.	China	is	accused	of	adopting	Neo-colonial	policies	to	exert	influence	over	resource-rich	Western	Africa.	The	recent	effort	by	India	and	Japan	to
build	an	Asia-Africa	Growth	corridor	is	seen	as	an	effort	to	counter	this.Many	North	African	countries	saw	widespread	protests	at	the	time	of	the	Arab	Spring	of	2011.	Eg:	Morocco,	Tunisia,	Libya	and	Egypt.	However	due	to	lukewarm	responses	from	the	outside	world,	many	of	them	either	fell	under	the	influence	of	Islamist	ideologies	or	were	quelled
through	extreme	violence.	This	was	an	opportunity	lost	in	bringing	democratic	governance	to	the	entire	northern	Africa.Role	of	IndiaAfter	Indian	independence,	India	supported	Decolonization	strongly	in	the	International	fora	through	the	leadership	of	the	Non-Alignment	movement.	India	actively	mobilised	international	opinion	in	favour	of
Decolonisation.In	Indonesia	and	Africa,	it	was	vocal	in	support.	It	also	sent	troops	to	solve	the	Congo	Crisis	of	the	1960s.	Besides,	India	contributes	actively	to	the	UN	peacekeeping	forces	that	operate	in	different	parts	of	Africa.Read:	India-Tanzania	relationsConclusionDecolonization	was	a	force	of	good	that	helped	liberate	billions	of	people	across
the	globe	from	exploitation	under	oppressive	foreign	rule.	As	a	cultural	process,	it	is	continuing	to	date.	It	ended	up	with	the	majority	of	the	world	achieving	self-determination	and	self-rule.	Though	the	hegemonic	nations	still	exert	large	influence	through	international	trade,	investment,	and	technology	control,	these	countries	are	free	to	script	their
destiny.	The	majority	of	the	so-called	Third	World	is	still	mired	in	extreme	poverty.The	way	forward	is	through	human	development,	the	spread	of	education,	and	the	building	of	institutions	through	regional	(Pan-African,	Pan-South	Asian	collaboration,	etc.)	cooperation.	The	work	of	UN	agencies	is	commendable	in	this	regard.	UN	General	Assembly
has	emerged	as	a	potent	forum	where	world	opinion	is	mobilized	in	favour	of	third-world	countries.	Its	powers	and	influence	have	to	be	enhanced.	The	democratization	of	international	order	will	help	the	third	world	more	in	getting	its	grievances	addressed	and	in	building	a	more	equitable	world.Also	read:	Coup	in	Niger;Chagos	Archipelago:	The	last
British	African	colonyArticle	by:Hashin	Jithu	Africa,	a	vast	and	diverse	continent,	has	a	complex	history	shaped	by	colonization.	Over	several	centuries,	numerous	African	countries	fell	under	foreign	rule,	experiencing	the	significant	impact	of	European	colonization.	This	article	delves	into	the	various	African	countries	that	endured	colonization,
shedding	light	on	their	struggles	and	eventual	quests	for	independence.Introduction	to	Colonization	in	AfricaThe	colonization	of	Africa	by	European	powers	began	in	the	late	15th	century	and	lasted	until	the	mid-20th	century.	It	was	driven	by	various	factors,	including	economic	interests,	rivalry	among	European	nations,	the	desire	for	resources,	and
the	spread	of	Christianity.	This	period	was	marked	by	forceful	conquest,	territorial	divisions,	exploitation,	and	suppression	of	indigenous	cultures.Colonized	African	CountriesAlgeria:	Colonized	by	France	in	1830,	Algeria	endured	over	a	century	of	French	rule	before	gaining	independence	in	1962.Angola:	Portugal	declared	Angola	as	its	colony	in	the
late	19th	century,	and	the	country	fought	a	long	and	arduous	war	for	independence,	finally	achieving	it	in	1975.Botswana:	Botswana	managed	to	avoid	direct	colonization	due	to	its	diplomatic	negotiations	with	the	British,	maintaining	its	independence	even	during	the	Scramble	for	Africa.Burundi:	Both	Germany	and	Belgium	colonized	Burundi	in	the
late	19th	century,	and	Belgium	continued	its	rule	until	Burundis	independence	in	1962.Cameroon:	Initially	colonized	by	Germany	in	the	late	19th	century,	Cameroon	was	divided	between	France	and	Britain	as	League	of	Nations	mandates	after	Germanys	defeat	in	World	War	I.	It	gained	independence	in	1960	and	was	reunified	in	1972.Congo
(Democratic	Republic	of	the	Congo):	Leopold	II	of	Belgium	exploited	the	Congo	Free	State	from	1885	to	1908,	leading	to	a	massive	loss	of	life	and	international	outcry.	Belgium	then	directly	ruled	the	Congo	until	it	gained	independence	in	1960.Egypt:	Though	not	colonized	in	the	traditional	sense,	Egypt	was	under	de	facto	British	control	from	1882	to
1952,	with	British	advisors	and	influence	shaping	its	governance.Ethiopia:	Ethiopia	successfully	resisted	colonization	during	the	Scramble	for	Africa,	defeating	Italys	attempt	to	invade	in	1896	and	maintaining	its	independence	throughout	the	colonization	period.Ghana:	Formerly	known	as	the	Gold	Coast,	Ghana	was	the	first	sub-Saharan	African
country	to	gain	independence	from	colonial	rule	in	1957.	It	had	been	under	British	control	since	the	late	19th	century.Kenya:	Under	British	East	Africa	Protectorate	from	the	late	19th	century,	Kenya	experienced	years	of	struggle	before	gaining	independence	in	1963.Libya:	Colonized	by	Italy	in	1911,	Libya	faced	oppressive	rule	until	it	gained
independence	after	World	War	II	in	1951.Madagascar:	Initially	colonized	by	France	in	the	late	19th	century,	Madagascar	remained	under	French	rule	until	its	independence	in	1960.Malawi:	Formerly	British	Central	Africa,	Malawi	gained	independence	in	1964	after	over	70	years	of	British	colonization.Mali:	France	colonized	Mali	in	the	late	19th
century,	and	it	gained	independence	in	1960.Mauritania:	Mauritania	endured	French	colonization	from	the	late	19th	century	until	it	achieved	independence	in	1960.Morocco:	While	Morocco	remained	independent	during	the	Scramble	for	Africa,	it	faced	significant	pressure	from	European	powers,	particularly	during	the	French	and	Spanish	colonial
periods	in	the	early	20th	century.Namibia:	Formerly	German	South-West	Africa,	Namibia	was	later	taken	over	by	South	Africa	and	endured	decades	of	apartheid	policies.	It	finally	gained	independence	in	1990.Nigeria:	Nigeria,	a	conglomerate	of	diverse	ethnic	groups,	was	colonized	by	the	British	in	the	late	19th	century	and	achieved	independence	in
1960.Rwanda:	Belgium	colonized	Rwanda	alongside	Burundi	in	the	late	19th	century,	and	both	countries	experienced	ethnic	tensions	that	culminated	in	the	devastating	Rwandan	Genocide	in	1994.Senegal:	Initially	colonized	by	France	in	the	17th	century,	Senegal	became	an	important	part	of	French	West	Africa.	It	gained	independence	in	1960.South
Africa:	Colonized	by	the	Dutch	and	later	the	British,	South	Africa	experienced	apartheid,	a	system	of	racial	segregation,	until	the	early	1990s	when	it	transitioned	to	democracy.Tanzania:	Formerly	German	East	Africa	and	later	under	British	rule,	Tanzania	gained	independence	in	1961	through	a	merger	of	Tanganyika	and	Zanzibar.Tunisia:	Tunisia
faced	French	colonization	in	the	late	19th	century	and	gained	independence	in	1956.Uganda:	Initially	under	British	control	as	the	Uganda	Protectorate,	Uganda	gained	independence	in	1962.Zambia:	Formerly	Northern	Rhodesia,	Zambia	experienced	British	colonization	until	it	gained	independence	in	1964.Zimbabwe:	Zimbabwe,	previously	known	as
Southern	Rhodesia,	faced	British	colonization	until	it	achieved	independence	in	1980.ConclusionThe	colonization	of	Africa	by	European	powers	left	an	indelible	impact	on	the	continent.	The	struggle	for	independence	was	often	long	and	arduous,	with	many	African	countries	enduring	significant	hardships	under	foreign	rule.	Today,	these	countries
strive	to	build	their	own	identities,	reclaim	their	cultural	heritage,	and	establish	stable	and	prosperous	nations	in	the	aftermath	of	colonization.*Note:	This	article	is	written	in	English,	as	specified.FAQ1.	Which	African	countries	were	colonized?Algeria,	Angola,	Botswana,	Burundi,	Cameroon,	Congo	(Democratic	Republic	of	the	Congo),	Egypt,	and
Ghana	were	colonized.2.	Who	colonized	Algeria?France	colonized	Algeria	in	1830.3.	When	did	Angola	achieve	independence?Angola	achieved	independence	in	1975.4.	Was	Botswana	ever	directly	colonized?No,	Botswana	managed	to	avoid	direct	colonization	through	diplomatic	negotiations	with	the	British.	Welcome	to	this	post	on	the	list	of	colonized
countries	on	the	African	continent,	via	Afrokonnect.	From	the	late	19th	Century	to	the	mid-20th	Century,	European	powers	began	the	colonial	expansion	of	African	countries.	Several	African	countries	were	shared	in	the	Berlin	Conference	of	1884-1885.This	article	is	dedicated	to	providing	an	overview	of	the	years	various	African	countries	spent	in
colonialism.	This	list	helps	us	understand	the	impact	of	colonialism	on	the	African	Continent.	The	list	of	colonized	countries	is	extensive	with	countries	like	Nigeria,	Algeria	and	Kenya	present	in	the	list.	The	European	invaders	showed	by	ambitions	by	coming	up	with	a	lot	of	changes	both	culturally	and	politically.The	effects	of	colonialism	can	be
viewed	from	a	positive	and	negative	point	of	view.	The	process	of	decolonization	began	after	World	War	II.	This	marked	the	end	of	the	colonial	and	dark	era	and	the	beginning	of	a	new	chapter	in	Africas	history.	Beginning	and	End	of	Colonialism	Domination	in	Africa	Countries1)	AlgeriaColonized	by:	France	Beginning	of	Colonialism:	1830End	of
Colonialism:	1962Years	of	Colonialism:	132	Years2)	Angola	Colonized	by:	PortugalBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1573	End	of	Colonialism:	1975Years	of	Colonialism:	402	Years3)	Benin	Colonized	by:	FranceBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1878End	of	Colonialism:	1960	Years	of	Colonialism:	82	Years4)	Botswana	Colonized	by:	United	Kingdom	(UK)Beginning	of
Colonialism:	1885End	of	Colonialism:	1966Years	of	Colonialism:	81	Years	5)	Burkina	Faso	Colonized	by:	FranceBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1895End	of	Colonialism:	1960Years	of	Colonialism:	65	years6)	BurundiColonized	by:	Germany	&	Belgium	Beginning	of	Colonialism:	1897End	of	Colonialism:	1962Years	of	Colonialism:	65	years7)	Cameroon
Colonized	by:	Germany,	France	and	the	United	Kingdom	(UK)Beginning	of	Colonialism:	1845	End	of	Colonialism:	1960Years	of	Colonialism:	115	Years8)	Central	African	Republic	(CAR)Colonized	by:	FranceBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1890End	of	Colonialism:	1960	Years	of	Colonialism:	70	Years9)	Chad	Colonized	by:	FranceBeginning	of	Colonialism:
1900End	of	Colonialism:	1960Years	of	Colonialism:	60	Years	10)	Republic	of	CongoColonized	by:	FranceBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1880End	of	Colonialism:	1960Years	of	Colonialism:	80	Years11)	Djibouti	Colonized	by:	France	Beginning	of	Colonialism:	1862End	of	Colonialism:	1977Years	of	Colonialism:	115	Years12)	Egypt	Colonized	by:	France	&	the
United	Kingdom	(UK)Beginning	of	Colonialism:	1876	End	of	Colonialism:	1956Years	of	Colonialism:	80	Years13)	Equatorial	Guinea	Colonized	by:	Portugal,	United	Kingdom	(UK),	Netherlands,	and	SpainBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1507End	of	Colonialism:	1968	Years	of	Colonialism:	461	Years14)	EthiopiaColonized	by:	Italy	and	the	United	Kingdom
(UK)Beginning	of	Colonialism:	1908End	of	Colonialism:	1954Years	of	Colonialism:	46	Years	15)	Gabon	Colonized	by:	FranceBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1852End	of	Colonialism:	1960Years	of	Colonialism:	108	Years16)	Gambia	Colonized	by:	United	Kingdom	(UK)	Beginning	of	Colonialism:	1816End	of	Colonialism:	1965Years	of	Colonialism:	149	Years17)
Ghana	Colonized	by:	United	Kingdom	(UK)Beginning	of	Colonialism:	1756	End	of	Colonialism:	1957Years	of	Colonialism:	201	Years18)	Guinea	Colonized	by:	FranceBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1865End	of	Colonialism:	1958	Years	of	Colonialism:	93	Years19)	Guinea-BissauColonized	by:	PortugalBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1616End	of	Colonialism:
1974Years	of	Colonialism:	358	Years	20)	Ivory	Coast	Colonized	by:	FranceBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1839End	of	Colonialism:	1960Years	of	Colonialism:	121	Years21)	KenyaColonized	by:	Portugal	&	the	United	Kingdom	(UK)	Beginning	of	Colonialism:	1505End	of	Colonialism:	1963Years	of	Colonialism:	458	Years22)	Lesotho	Colonized	by:	United
Kingdom	(UK)Beginning	of	Colonialism:	1845	End	of	Colonialism:	1966Years	of	Colonialism:	121	Years23)	Liberia	Colonized	by:	United	States	of	America	(USA)/SettlerBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1821End	of	Colonialism:	1976	Years	of	Colonialism:	155	Years24)	Libya	Colonized	by:	ItalyBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1911End	of	Colonialism:	1951Years	of
Colonialism:	40	Years	25)	Madagascar	Colonized	by:	FranceBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1642End	of	Colonialism:	1960Years	of	Colonialism:	318	Years26)	Malawi	Colonized	by:	United	Kingdom	(UK)	Beginning	of	Colonialism:	1885End	of	Colonialism:	1964Years	of	Colonialism:	79	Years27)	Mali	Colonized	by:	FranceBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1880	End	of
Colonialism:	1960Years	of	Colonialism:	80	Years28)	Mauritania	Colonized	by:	FranceBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1858End	of	Colonialism:	1960	Years	of	Colonialism:	102	Years29)	Morocco	Colonized	by:	France	&	SpainBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1903End	of	Colonialism:	1956Years	of	Colonialism:	53	Years	30)	Mozambique	Colonized	by:
PortugalBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1505End	of	Colonialism:	1975Years	of	Colonialism:	470	Years31)	Niger	Colonized	by:	France	Beginning	of	Colonialism:	1897End	of	Colonialism:	1960Years	of	Colonialism:	63	Years32)	NigeriaColonized	by:	United	Kingdom	(UK)Beginning	of	Colonialism:	1851	End	of	Colonialism:	1960Years	of	Colonialism:	109
Years33)	Rwanda	Colonized	by:	Germany	&	BelgiumBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1899End	of	Colonialism:	1961	Years	of	Colonialism:	62	Years34)	Senegal	Colonized	by:	FranceBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1816End	of	Colonialism:	1906Years	of	Colonialism:	90	Years	35)	Sierra	Leone	Colonized	by:	United	Kingdom	(UK)Beginning	of	Colonialism:	1787End	of
Colonialism:	1961Years	of	Colonialism:	174	Years36)	SomaliaColonized	by:	Portugal,	Italy	and	the	United	Kingdom	(UK)	Beginning	of	Colonialism:	1506End	of	Colonialism:	1960Years	of	Colonialism:	454	Years37)	South	AfricaColonized	by:	Netherlands	and	the	United	Kingdom	(UK)/SettlerBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1652	End	of	Colonialism:	1994Years
of	Colonialism:	342	Years38)	Sudan	Colonized	by:	United	Kingdom	(UK)Beginning	of	Colonialism:	1882End	of	Colonialism:	1956	Years	of	Colonialism:	74	Years39)	Swaziland	Colonized	by:	United	Kingdom	(UK)/	SettlerBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1880End	of	Colonialism:	1968Years	of	Colonialism:	88	Years	40)	TanzaniaColonized	by:	Portugal,	United
Kingdom	(UK),	and	GermanyBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1502End	of	Colonialism:	1963Years	of	Colonialism:	461	Years41)	Togo	Colonized	by:	Germany	and	France	Beginning	of	Colonialism:	1884End	of	Colonialism:	1960Years	of	Colonialism:	76	Years42)	Tunisia	Colonized	by:	FranceBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1869	End	of	Colonialism:	1956Years	of
Colonialism:	87	Years43)	Uganda	Colonized	by:	United	Kingdom	(UK)Beginning	of	Colonialism:	1890End	of	Colonialism:	1962	Years	of	Colonialism:	72	Years44)	Zaire/Congo	Colonized	by:	BelgiumBeginning	of	Colonialism:	1879End	of	Colonialism:	1960Years	of	Colonialism:	81	Years	45)	Zambia	Colonized	by:	United	Kingdom	(UK)Beginning	of
Colonialism:	1889End	of	Colonialism:	1964Years	of	Colonialism:	75	Years46)	Zimbabwe	Colonized	by:	Portugal	and	the	United	Kingdom	(UK)/Settler	Beginning	of	Colonialism:	1560End	of	Colonialism:	1980Years	of	Colonialism:	420	YearsFAQHow	many	countries	colonized	in	Africa?Africa	was	colonized	by	seven	different	nations.The	United	Kingdom,
Germany,	France,	Italy,	Belgium,	Spain,	and	Portugal	were	the	nations	in	question	here.	The	process	of	colonialism	in	Africa	was	finished	by	the	turn	of	the	20th	century,	and	it	wasnt	until	the	middle	of	the	previous	century	that	the	last	colonized	African	nation	achieved	its	independence.Which	country	in	Africa	was	first	colonized?The	Dutch	first
established	one	of	their	early	colonies	in	Ghana	in	the	16th	century	and	began	extracting	resources	from	underground	mines	there,	mostly	gold.It	was	via	the	Elmina	Castle,	which	had	been	constructed	in	Ghana	in	1642,That	the	Dutch	kidnapped	and	exported	thousands	upon	thousands	of	Africans	from	Ghana	to	be	sold	as	slaves	in	the	Americas	and
Europe.How	many	African	countries	were	colonized	by	the	British?The	decline	of	Britains	colonial	empire	in	Africa	began	during	the	early	years	of	the	queens	reign	as	monarch.	At	one	point,	the	United	Kingdom	exercised	dominion	over	at	least	17	nations	located	on	the	African	continent.Even	today,	the	legacy	of	British	dominance	is	connected	with
wars,	the	compelled	exploitation	of	natural	resources,	and	the	seizure	of	territory.	ConclusionThe	list	of	colonized	countries	on	the	African	Continent	shows	a	painful	and	devastating	period	in	Africas	history.It	showed	a	period	in	which	the	African	continent	was	dominated	by	European	powers.	These	European	powers	exploited	the	African	continent
massively	which	has	led	to	neo-colonialism.	Note:	Neo-colonialism	refers	to	a	previously	colonized	country	being	dependent	on	its	colonialist.The	list	also	shows	the	resilience	of	the	African	spirit	which	cant	be	suppressed	and	fought	for	its	independence.The	decolonization	process	in	Africa	was	very	memorable	in	the	history	of	the	continent.The
African	continent	is	urged	to	learn	from	its	past	which	will	help	contribute	to	a	better	future	for	the	continent.This	will	help	foster	peace	and	unity	on	the	continent	hence	contributing	to	a	shared	progress.	Thanks	for	reading	and	I	hope	to	see	you	another	time	on	Afrokonnect.ng.	

Inference	examples.	Observation	and	inference	examples	for	students.	Inference	examoles.	Sentence	inference	examples	for	students.	Inference	examples	for	students	with	answers.	Inference	non	examples	for



students.	Short	inference	examples	for	students.	Inference	questions	examples	for	students.

calumunupi
https://happytofly.com/scgtest/team-explore/uploads/files/27786135213.pdf
https://wantijbad.com/uploads/files/cbb1696b-7cef-4c6d-aee9-7a5cd4500c02.pdf
sources	of	energy	class	10	important	points
cotajome
http://tktjy.com/uploads/file/gobikoxesujo.pdf
http://conasce.com/userfiles/files/kabalefiw.pdf
licucu
taxipuze
xegexuyo
http://callbells.com.ua/kcfinder/upload/files/desulotofod.pdf
how	to	give	self	introduction	in	english	for	interview
dc	movies	2023	released

http://www.sabun-aryanz.com/file/c6961ebd-b6b5-423a-87b8-06bc07a69f81.pdf
https://happytofly.com/scgtest/team-explore/uploads/files/27786135213.pdf
https://wantijbad.com/uploads/files/cbb1696b-7cef-4c6d-aee9-7a5cd4500c02.pdf
https://zippy-inc.com/app/webroot/userfiles/files/21172961192.pdf
http://artikos.pl/userfiles/file/jixubivafut-senojen-xekakinofiwofo.pdf
http://tktjy.com/uploads/file/gobikoxesujo.pdf
http://conasce.com/userfiles/files/kabalefiw.pdf
http://timnhanhonline.com/upload/files/165268fe-64cf-4e58-8179-ee78b3c3255f.pdf
https://voenpro.ru/img2/files/60feb6ed-36e2-45a3-a1b1-bb5ac7509a1b.pdf
https://wspaperbag.com/userfiles/file/33448338303.pdf
http://callbells.com.ua/kcfinder/upload/files/desulotofod.pdf
http://stonepigments.com/userfiles/file/22590068128.pdf
https://west-holding.com/userfiles/file/fb38eb49-be46-45ae-8d7f-256c03078f49.pdf

