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Fill	the	gaps	with	the	correct	form	of	the	irregular	verbs	(given	in	brackets)	in	the	simple	past	tense.Example:	“Tom	______	a	new	car.”	(get)	→	“Tom	got	a	new	car.”You	can	check	your	results	with	the	button	below	after	you	have	finished.	If	you	still	need	help	with	the	topic,	reread	the	table	of	English	irregular	verbs.	You	may	also	use	the	hint	button,	but	note	that	you	will	lose	points	for	that.		Hint	(add	next	correct	letter)	Found	anything	to	improve?	Send	us	a	message.Back	to	top	Answers	to	Exercise	1	1.	went	2.	bought	3.	had	4.	took	5.	came	6.	ate	7.	wrote	8.
slept	9.	spoke	10.	saw	Past	Simple	Irregular	Verbs	Exercise	2	This	second	exercise	introduces	more	challenging	irregular	verbs.	Complete	the	sentences	with	the	correct	past	simple	form.	1.	The	glass	_____	(break)	when	it	fell	on	the	floor.	2.	She	_____	(teach)	English	for	five	years	before	moving	to	Spain.	3.	I	_____	(think)	about	calling	you	yesterday.	4.	They	_____	(build)	this	house	in	1995.	5.	He	_____	(lose)	his	keys	and	couldn’t	get	into	his	apartment.	6.	We	_____	(drink)	some	delicious	local	wine	on	our	holiday.	7.	The	sun	_____	(shine)	all	day	during	our	beach
trip.	8.	I	_____	(read)	that	book	last	summer.	9.	She	_____	(forget)	to	lock	the	door	when	she	left.	10.	The	plane	_____	(fly)	over	the	mountains.	Answers	to	Exercise	2	1.	broke	2.	taught	3.	thought	4.	built	5.	lost	6.	drank	7.	shone	8.	read	9.	forgot	10.	flew	Past	Simple:	Regular	vs.	Irregular	Verbs	Comparison	Understanding	the	difference	between	regular	and	irregular	verbs	is	crucial	for	mastering	the	past	simple	tense.	Aspect	Regular	Verbs	Irregular	Verbs	Formation	Add	-ed	to	the	base	form	Change	form	completely	(no	pattern)	Pronunciation	-ed	endings	follow
predictable	rules	Pronunciation	varies	widely	Examples	work	→	worked,	play	→	played	go	→	went,	see	→	saw	Memory	required	Learn	one	rule	and	apply	Must	memorize	each	verb	individually	Questions/Negatives	Use	did/didn’t	+	base	form	Use	did/didn’t	+	base	form	Mixed	Regular	and	Irregular	Verbs	Exercise	This	exercise	combines	both	regular	and	irregular	verbs	to	help	you	distinguish	between	them.	Fill	in	the	blanks	with	the	past	simple	form.	1.	I	_____	(study)	all	night	yesterday.	2.	We	_____	(play)	poker	after	dinner.	3.	After	escaping	from	prison,	he
_____	(rob)	a	bank.	4.	He	_____	(start)	playing	chess	at	the	age	of	7.	5.	They	_____	(drive)	to	the	beach	last	weekend.	6.	She	_____	(watch)	TV	until	midnight.	7.	I	_____	(meet)	my	wife	ten	years	ago.	8.	The	concert	_____	(begin)	at	8	pm.	9.	They	_____	(work)	together	on	the	project.	10.	He	_____	(tell)	me	about	his	new	job.	Answers	to	Mixed	Exercise	1.	studied	(regular)	2.	played	(regular)	3.	robbed	(regular)	4.	started	(regular)	5.	drove	(irregular)	6.	watched	(regular)	7.	met	(irregular)	8.	began	(irregular)	9.	worked	(regular)	10.	told	(irregular)	Story-Based	Irregular
Verbs	Exercise	Read	the	following	story	about	a	storm	and	fill	in	the	blanks	with	the	past	simple	form	of	the	verbs	in	brackets.	Sophie:	Well,	on	Thursday	afternoon	I	_____	(see)	the	weather	forecast	on	the	TV	in	the	hotel	and	it	_____	(say)	there	was	a	big	storm	coming.	Oliver:	Yes,	that	_____	(be)	when	we	_____	(decide)	to	change	our	plans.	Sophie:	The	hotel	manager	_____	(tell)	us	to	stay	indoors,	but	we	_____	(think)	we	would	be	okay	if	we	_____	(go)	out	early.	Oliver:	We	_____	(leave)	the	hotel	at	7	am	and	_____	(drive)	to	the	mountain	anyway.	Sophie:	But	then
the	sky	suddenly	_____	(become)	very	dark,	and	it	_____	(begin)	to	rain	heavily.	Oliver:	We	_____	(get)	completely	wet	because	we	_____	(forget)	our	umbrellas.	Sophie:	It	_____	(be)	a	terrible	experience!	We	_____	(catch)	colds	and	_____	(spend)	the	rest	of	our	holiday	in	bed.	Answers	to	Story	Exercise	Sophie:	Well,	on	Thursday	afternoon	I	saw	the	weather	forecast	on	the	TV	in	the	hotel	and	it	said	there	was	a	big	storm	coming.	Oliver:	Yes,	that	was	when	we	decided	to	change	our	plans.	Sophie:	The	hotel	manager	told	us	to	stay	indoors,	but	we	thought	we	would
be	okay	if	we	went	out	early.	Oliver:	We	left	the	hotel	at	7	am	and	drove	to	the	mountain	anyway.	Sophie:	But	then	the	sky	suddenly	became	very	dark,	and	it	began	to	rain	heavily.	Oliver:	We	got	completely	wet	because	we	forgot	our	umbrellas.	Sophie:	It	was	a	terrible	experience!	We	caught	colds	and	spent	the	rest	of	our	holiday	in	bed.	Tips	for	Learning	Irregular	Verbs	Group	Similar	Verbs	Together	Some	irregular	verbs	follow	similar	patterns.	Learning	them	in	groups	can	make	memorization	easier:	–	bring	→	brought,	buy	→	bought,	think	→	thought	–	blow
→	blew,	grow	→	grew,	know	→	knew,	throw	→	threw	–	drink	→	drank,	sing	→	sang,	swim	→	swam	Use	Flashcards	Create	flashcards	with	the	base	form	on	one	side	and	the	past	simple	on	the	other.	Review	them	regularly	to	reinforce	your	memory.	Practice	in	Context	Rather	than	memorizing	isolated	verbs,	practice	using	them	in	sentences	or	short	stories.	This	helps	you	remember	how	they’re	used	in	real	communication.	Listen	and	Read	Expose	yourself	to	English	through	books,	podcasts,	and	movies.	Pay	attention	to	past	simple	forms	in	context,	which	will
help	you	internalize	them	naturally.	Common	Mistakes	with	Irregular	Verbs	Be	aware	of	these	common	errors	when	using	irregular	verbs	in	the	past	simple:	1.	Adding	-ed	to	irregular	verbs	(e.g.,	“goed”	instead	of	“went”)	2.	Using	the	present	perfect	form	instead	of	simple	past	(e.g.,	“I	have	saw”	instead	of	“I	saw”)	3.	Confusing	similar-sounding	verbs	(e.g.,	“lay”	vs.	“lie”)	4.	Forgetting	that	questions	and	negatives	still	use	“did/didn’t”	with	the	base	form,	not	the	past	form	Conclusion	Mastering	irregular	verbs	in	the	past	simple	tense	requires	practice	and
patience.	The	exercises	provided	here	offer	a	structured	approach	to	learning	these	challenging	verb	forms.	Regular	practice	with	these	activities	will	help	you	internalize	the	correct	past	simple	forms	and	use	them	confidently	in	your	English	communication.	Remember	that	even	native	speakers	occasionally	make	mistakes	with	irregular	verbs,	so	don’t	be	discouraged	if	you	find	them	challenging.	With	consistent	practice	and	exposure	to	the	language,	you’ll	gradually	develop	a	natural	feel	for	these	verbs	and	use	them	correctly	without	having	to	think	about
it.	Continue	practicing	with	these	exercises,	and	consider	downloading	additional	resources	to	further	strengthen	your	skills	with	irregular	verbs	in	the	past	simple	tense.	English	Grammar	Cafe	writers	August	24,	2024	English	Level:	Beginner,	IntermediateLanguage	Focus:	A	review	of	conjugations	of	irregular	verbs	in	the	past	tense	and	past	participle	formGrammar	Worksheet:	irregular-verb-exercises-esl.docx	(scroll	down	to	study	the	exercises	online)Jump	to:	Grammar	Review	(below),	Beginner	Irregular	Verb	List,	Intermediate	Irregular	Verbs	List,
Beginner	Exercises,	Intermediate	ExercisesAn	irregular	verb	is	a	verb	that	has	a	past	tense	or	past	participle	form	that	does	not	end	in	~ed.Here	is	a	regular	verb:	walk	(present),	walked	(past	tense),	walked	(past	participle)Here	is	an	irregular	verb:	break	(present),	broke	(past	tense),	broken	(past	participle)Naturally,	the	past	simple	form	is	used	to	talk	about	the	past,	e.g.	I	broke	my	arm	yesterday.	View	this	lesson	to	review	the	past	simple.The	past	participle	(also	called	the	P.P.)	form	is	used	for	these	verb	tenses/forms:Present	Perfect	(have	+	past
participle):	I	have	broken	my	arm	twice	in	my	life.	[See	this	lesson	for	an	explanation	of	present	perfect]Past	Perfect	(had	+	past	participle):	I	hadn't	broken	my	arm	until	I	started	snowboarding.	[See	this	lesson	for	an	explanation	of	past	perfect]Passive	Voice	(be	+	past	participle):	My	arm	was	broken	yesterday.	[See	this	lesson	for	an	explanation	of	the	passive	voice]There	are	over	400	English	verbs	that	use	an	irregular	form.	Here	is	a	list	of	45	irregular	verbs	that	beginner	ESL	students	should	learn.Beginner	Irregular	Verbs	ListVerbSimple	PastPast
Participlebewas/werebeenbecomebecamebecomebreakbrokebrokenbuyboughtboughtchoosechosechosencomecamecomedodiddonedrinkdrankdrunkdrivedrovedriveneatateeatenfallfellfallenfeelfeltfeltfindfoundfoundforgetforgotforgottengetgotgotten/gotgivegavegivengowentgonegrowgrewgrownhavehadhadhearheardheardholdheldheldknowknewknownleaveleftleftloselostlostmakemademademeetmetmetpaypaidpaidreadread	(pronounced	'red')read	(pronounced
'red')rideroderiddenrunranrunsaysaidsaidseesawseensellsoldsoldsendsentsentshowshowedshownsingsangsungsitsatsatsleepsleptsleptspeakspokespokenstandstoodstoodstealstolestolentaketooktakenthinkthoughtthoughtunderstandunderstoodunderstoodwritewrotewrittenScroll	down	or	click	here	to	do	exercises	on	the	above	irregular	verb	list	for	beginner	students.Intermediate	Irregular	Verbs	ListVerbSimple	PastPast
Participlearisearosearisenawakeawokeawokenbeatbeatbeatenbeginbeganbegunbendbentbentbetbetbetbitebitbittenbleedbledbledblowblewblownbringbroughtbroughtbuildbuiltbuiltburnburned/burntburned/burntcatchcaughtcaughtcostcostcostcutcutcutdealdealtdealtdigdugdugdrawdrewdrawndreamdreamed/dreamtdreamed/dreamtfeedfedfedfightfoughtfoughtfitfitfitfleefledfledflyflewflownforgiveforgaveforgivenfreezefrozefrozenhanghunghunghidehidhiddenhithithithurthurthurtkeepkeptkeptlaylaidlaidleadledledlearnlearned/learntlearned/learntletletletmeanmeantmeantmistakemistookmistakenproveprovedproven/provedputputputquitquitquitriseroserisenseeksoughtsoughtsetsetsetshakeshookshakenshootshotshotshrinkshrankshrunkshutshutshutslideslidslidsmellsmelled/smeltsmelled/smeltsneaksneaked/snucksneaked/snuckspellspelled/speltspelled/speltspendspentspentspillspilled/spiltspilled/spiltspinspunspunspitspatspatsplitsplitsplitspoilspoiled/spoiltspoiled/spoiltspreadspreadspreadstickstuckstuckstinkstankstunkstrikestruckstruck/strickenswearsworeswornsweepsweptsweptswimswamswumswingswungswungteachtaughttaughtteartoretornthrowthrewthrownwakewokewokenwearworewornwinwonwonOne
day	irregular	verbs	may	disappear	from	English,	but	for	now,	it's	important	for	every	student	to	learn	them.	It's	practice	time!Exercises	for	Learning	English	Irregular	Verbs	OnlineThe	below	exercises	will	test	the	irregular	forms	from	the	verb	lists	above.	Type	the	correct	verb	form	for	the	past	simple.	Beginner	Level:	Irregular	Verb	Exercises	with	Past	SimpleBeginner	Level:	Irregular	Verb	Exercises	with	Present	Perfect	Simple	(Past	Participle)Type	the	past	participle	verb	form	for	the	present	perfect.Beginner	Level:	Irregular	Verb	Exercises	with	Past	Simple
or	Present	PerfectEnter	the	verb	in	either	the	past	tense	(for	past	simple)	or	past	participle	(for	present	perfect).	To	review	the	difference	between	the	past	simple	and	present	perfect,	please	view	this	lesson.Exercise	#1:	Past	Tense	or	Past	ParticipleExercise	#2:	Past	Tense	or	Past	ParticipleIntermediate	Level:	Irregular	Verb	Exercises	for	Past	SimpleType	the	appropriate	irregular	verb	form	for	the	past	simple.	(The	skunk	might	have	stunk.)Intermediate	Level:	Irregular	Verb	Exercises	in	Questions	(Past	Simple	&	Present	Perfect)Type	either	the	past	tense
form	(past	simple)	or	the	past	participle	form	(past	perfect).Intermediate	Level:	Past	Simple,	Present	Perfect,	Past	Perfect,	and	Passive	VoiceIf	you	need	a	review,	see	our	lessons	on	present	perfect,	past	perfect,	and	the	passive	voice.--I	hope	these	exercises	on	irregular	verbs	have	been	useful.	Of	course,	there	are	many	more	irregular	verbs	in	English.	Keep	studying	and	practicing!Questions?	Found	a	mistake?	Leave	a	comment	below.--	Matthew	Barton	(copyright)	/	Creator	of	Englishcurrent.comRelated	Lessons	&	Exercises:	list	of	irregular	verbs	exercise
1:	fill	in	the	simple	past	form	of	irregular	verbs	exercise	2:	fill	in	the	simple	past	form	of	irregular	verbs	exercise	3:	fill	in	the	simple	past	form	of	irregular	verbs	exercise	4:	fill	in	the	simple	past	form	of	irregular	verbs	exercise	5:	fill	in	the	simple	past	form	of	irregular	verbs	list	of	irregular	verbs	exercise	1:	choose	the	correct	past	participle	form	of	irregular	verbs	exercise	2:	fill	in	the	past	participle	form	of	irregular	verbs	exercise	3:	fill	in	the	past	participle	form	of	irregular	verbs	list	of	irregular	verbs	exercise	1:	choose	the	correct	simple	past	and	past
participle	form	of	irregular	verbs	exercise	2:	choose	the	correct	simple	past	and	past	participle	form	of	irregular	verbs	exercise	3:	fill	in	the	correct	simple	past	and	past	participle	form	of	irregular	verbs	exercise	4:	fill	in	the	correct	simple	past	and	past	participle	form	of	irregular	verbs	list	of	irregular	verbs	exercise	1:	fill	in	the	correct	simple	past	and	past	participle	form	of	irregular	verbs	exercise	2:	fill	in	the	correct	simple	past	and	past	participle	form	of	irregular	verbs	exercise	3:	fill	in	the	correct	infinitive,	simple	past	and	past	participle	form	of	irregular
verbs	exercise	4:	fill	in	the	correct	infinitive,	simple	past	and	past	participle	form	of	irregular	verbs	exercise	5:	fill	in	the	correct	infinitive,	simple	past	and	past	participle	form	of	irregular	verbs	exercise	6:	fill	in	the	correct	infinitive,	simple	past	and	past	participle	form	of	irregular	verbs	exercise	7:	fill	in	the	correct	infinitive,	simple	past	and	past	participle	form	of	irregular	verbs	exercise	8:	fill	in	the	correct	infinitive,	simple	past	and	past	participle	form	of	irregular	verbs	(you	can	select	different	sets	of	verbs)	exercise	9:	fill	in	the	correct	infinitive,	simple	past
and	past	participle	form	of	irregular	verbs	(178	irregular	verbs!)	exercises	for	practising	the	Simple	Past	(I	went)	exercises	for	practising	the	Present	Perfect	(I	have	gone)	PinterestFacebookXLinkedInRedditThese	past	simple	tense	worksheets	provide	a	variety	of	exercises	such	as	fill-in-the-blanks,	sentence	rewriting,	and	matching	activities	to	help	you	practice	using	regular	and	irregular	verbs	correctly.	You	can	also	review	helpful	study	articles	below	to	deepen	your	understanding	of	the	tense:	Past	Simple	Tense	Past	Simple	and	Present	Perfect	Past	Simple
Tense	Worksheets	1.	Fill	in	the	blanks	with	the	correct	past	simple	form	of	the	verbs	given	in	parentheses.	Pin	2.	Make	the	sentences	negative:	Rewrite	each	sentence	using	the	past	simple	negative	form.	Find	the	mistakes	and	correct	them:	Read	each	sentence	carefully,	find	the	mistake,	and	rewrite	it	correctly	in	the	past	simple	tense.	Pin	3.	Put	the	verb	into	the	sentence	and	write	the	correct	simple	past	tense	form!	Pin	4.	Look	at	the	verbs	and	write	their	past	forms.	Complete	the	sentences.	And,	match	the	questions	with	their	answers.	Pin	5.	Change	the
verbs	into	past	tense.	Write	the	sentences	using	Simple	Past	Tense.	Pin	6.	Complete	the	sentences	with	the	correct	form	of	the	verbs	in	brackets.	Pin	7.	Change	the	statements	into	negative	sentences.	Read	the	answers	and	write	a	question	for	each	answer.	Complete	the	sentences	with	the	correct	form	of	the	verbs	in	brackets.	Pin	8.	Fill	in	the	blanks	with	the	appropriate	form	of	the	verb	in	the	simple	past	tense.	Turn	the	sentences	in	exercise	1	into	the	negative	form.	Rewrite	the	sentences	using	the	simple	past	tense.	Pin	Past	Simple	Tense	Exercises	Past
Simple	Tense	Exercise	1:	Fill	in	the	Blanks	Use	the	past	simple	tense	of	the	verb	in	parentheses.	She	__________	(visit)	her	grandparents	last	weekend.	I	__________	(watch)	a	movie	yesterday.	They	__________	(not/go)	to	school	on	Friday.	We	__________	(have)	a	great	time	at	the	party.	He	__________	(buy)	a	new	phone	two	days	ago.	The	baby	__________	(cry)	all	night.	I	__________	(read)	that	book	last	month.	You	__________	(not/see)	the	message.	Answer:	visited	watched	did	not	go	had	bought	cried	read	(pronounced	“red”)	did	not	see	Past	Simple	Tense	Exercise	2:
Rewrite	the	Sentences	Rewrite	the	following	sentences	using	the	past	simple	tense.	I	play	football	every	weekend.	→	She	eats	lunch	at	12.	→	We	go	to	the	beach	every	summer.	→	He	drives	to	work.	→	They	study	English	every	day.	→	Answer:	I	played	football	last	weekend.	She	ate	lunch	at	12.	We	went	to	the	beach	last	summer.	He	drove	to	work.	They	studied	English	yesterday.	Past	Simple	Tense	Exercise	3:	Choose	the	Correct	Verb	Circle	the	correct	past	form	of	the	verb.	I	(run	/	ran)	to	the	store.	She	(see	/	saw)	a	bird	on	the	tree.	They	(build	/	built)	a
sandcastle.	We	(take	/	took)	a	lot	of	photos.	He	(write	/	wrote)	a	letter	to	his	friend.	Answer:	I	ran	to	the	store.	She	saw	a	bird	on	the	tree.	They	built	a	sandcastle.	We	took	a	lot	of	photos.	He	wrote	a	letter	to	his	friend.	Past	Simple	Tense	Exercise	4:	Match	the	Sentence	Halves	Match	each	beginning	with	its	correct	ending.	Sentence	Start	Sentence	Ending	I	woke	up	late	A.	so	we	missed	the	bus.	She	broke	her	phone	B.	because	it	was	his	birthday.	We	didn’t	go	to	school	C.	after	she	dropped	it.	He	got	a	present	D.	and	missed	breakfast.	They	watched	a	movie	E.
last	night.	Answer:	1D,	2C,	3A,	4B,	5E	Past	Simple	Tense	Exercise	5:	Correct	the	Mistakes	Each	sentence	has	one	mistake	with	the	past	simple	tense.	Rewrite	the	sentence	correctly.	She	goes	to	the	market	yesterday.	We	was	happy	with	the	results.	They	don’t	came	to	the	meeting.	I	eat	dinner	at	7	p.m.	last	night.	He	buyed	a	new	jacket	last	week.	Answer:	She	went	to	the	market	yesterday.	We	were	happy	with	the	results.	They	didn’t	come	to	the	meeting.	I	ate	dinner	at	7	p.m.	last	night.	He	bought	a	new	jacket	last	week.	Past	Simple	Tense	Exercise	6:
Complete	the	Story	Fill	in	the	blanks	with	the	past	simple	form	of	the	verb	in	parentheses.	Last	Saturday,	we	(1)	__________	(decide)	to	go	hiking.	My	brother	(2)	__________	(pack)	the	snacks,	and	I	(3)	__________	(fill)	our	water	bottles.	We	(4)	__________	(leave)	the	house	at	6	a.m.	and	(5)	__________	(arrive)	at	the	mountain	an	hour	later.	The	weather	(6)	__________	(be)	perfect.	We	(7)	__________	(climb)	for	three	hours	and	finally	(8)	__________	(reach)	the	top.	It	(9)	__________	(feel)	amazing	to	see	the	view!	Answer:	decided	packed	filled	left	arrived	was	climbed
reached	felt	Click	here	for	our	complete	programme	to	perfect	your	English	grammar.How	confident	are	you	about	English	irregular	verbs?	This	video	shows	you	how	to	pronounce	50	of	the	most	common	ones	(see	the	list	below):	Here	is	a	list	of	fifty	of	the	most	common	irregular	verbs,	with	exercises	below.	This	is	a	good	place	to	start	if	you	are	intermediate	or	beginner	level.	Download	a	copy	of	this	list	in	PDF.	If	you	are	more	advanced,	download	this	much	longer	list,	which	includes	most	of	the	crazy	verbs	in	English.	InfinitivePast	SimplePast	Participle
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