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Did kamala fail her bar exam

Due to the delay of the July 2020 bar exam in many states, results may be released around Election Day. This will overlap with many fall 2020 bar exam results being released. To talk about both, we answer the question did Kamala Harris fail the bar exam, and what happens if I do too?Yes, it is true Kamala Harris failed the bar exam the first time she
took it. After graduating from the University of California, Hastings College of Law in 1989, she sat for the California Bar Exam. She failed it the first time she took it. She sat and passed on her next attempt, and was admitted to the California bar in 1990.We are not writing this post to criticize Kamala Harris. In fact, we want to do the exact opposite!
She’s gone on to achieve great things after passing on her second attempt. She served as California Attorney General, and also represented California in the U.S. Senate. She may very well become the Vice President of the United States. Your major takeaway should be that failing the bar exam is not a career-killer. You can still have a great and
successful career if you fail the bar exam Plenty of famous and incredibly successful people, including Michelle Obama President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, failed the bar exam the first time they took it.In fact, in some jurisdictions, more people fail than pass the bar exam. For example, California’s pass rate for all takers in 2019 was 43%. So while
you may really want to pass the first time, the odds may be against you. However, even if you do fail, your reaction will be key to how your future plays out. Yes, give yourself some time to grieve, but then evaluate your performance, see how you can improve, and start studying again. We have several free resources to help guide you. including, but
not limited to:What To Do If You Failed The Uniform Bar Exam GuideRecover From Failing The Bar Exam Blog PostsFailed The Bar Exam: Guide To Creating An Action PlanSo, even if you fail the bar exam, don’t give up hope! There’s no reason you cannot rebound, change your approach, pass the bar exam, and move on into even greater things!Free
Resources:Paid Resources: NEW! Check out our Repeat Taker Bar Exam Course and our new premier Guarantee Pass Program! WATCH: Trump says to NABJ Convention VP Harris 'became a Black person'At the National Association of Black Journalists Convention, former President Donald Trump questioned vice president Kamala Harris' racial
identity.Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump, during an interview at the National Association of Black Journalists conference Wednesday, falsely claimed that presumptive Democratic nominee Vice President Kamala Harris failed to pass the California bar exam.The falsity was said during an exchange when Semafor reporter Kaida Goba
asked if the former president would step down if he felt he was unable to continue in the presidency if elected. Trump responded by challenging Harris, whom he is 19 years older than, to a cognitive test."She failed her bar exam. She did not pass her bar exam, so maybe she would not pass the cognitive test," Trump said. "She did not pass her bar
exam, and she did not think she would pass it, and she did not think she would ever pass it, and I don't know what happened."Harris has said that she did not pass the exam on her first attempt, but she later passed and was admitted to the California Bar the year after she finished law school.Trump's claim came amongst a slew of derogatory attacks
at the Vice President during the interview, including questioning the authenticity of her heritage."I didn't know she was Black until a number of years ago when she happened to turn Black, and now she wants to be known as Black," Trump said.The former president also claimed that Harris was a “DEI” candidate and called moderator Rachel Scott of
ABC News rude for repeating the candidate's previous derogatory statements about the Black community. Trump's interview was scheduled to last for an hour but was ended in less than 35 minutes with Scott closing the interview by saying, "we have to leave it there, by the Trump team."The claim about Harris' bar-exam performance first appeared
during the 2020 confirmation hearings of Associate Supreme Court Justice Amy Coney Barrett and is true but lacks context. Harris passed the bar exam and worked as a prosecutor in California before becoming the Attorney General in the state.Cut through misinformation: Our Checking the Facts newsletter lets you understand the news, without the
spin. Sign up here.The bar exam is the qualifying examination for lawyers to receive a license to practice law in a given state.California has a notoriously difficult bar exam. In 1985, the Los Angeles Times wrote that its pass rate "has generally hovered around 50%."Harris graduated from the University of California, Hastings College of the Law in
1989.Harris told the New York Times in 2016 that she failed the exam on her first attempt and consoled a recent law graduate who also failed the exam saying, "I told her, it's not a measure of your capacity."The California Bar shows that Harris was admitted in 1990 and allowed her license to become inactive in February 2021.In 2020, when the
claim first appeared, the pass rate for "first timers" taking the test was just over 67%. Less than 45% of "first timers" that took the test in February passed, according to a report from the California Bar.Charleston School of Law Dean Larry Cunningham told USA TODAY in 2020 that the exam has been criticized as "unrealistic" and insufficient to
assess some important legal skills, like interviewing clients and arguing in court."These criticisms also explain why many law graduates who struggle to pass this high-stakes exam on the first attempt go on to become excellent lawyers and judges," he wrote. Vice President Kamala Harris is placing her experience as a "top cop" front and center as she
looks to "prosecute" her GOP opponent and press her case for why she should win the presidency in November - but the legal career she's leaning on is "devoid" of achievement, critics say, and she owes much of her success to networking.Her nearly three-decade rise up the ranks has included numerous bumps along the way - including failing her
bar exam on the first try in 1989.Civil rights attorney Leo Terrell, who passed the California bar the same year on his first try, described Harris as a "political opportunist" who was in "the right position, the right place" at the right time. By making calculated moves, she was able to leap from district attorney to attorney general to senator to vice
president - and perhaps beyond."Networking," Terrell said, is what catapulted Harris' career. "Let's face it, she got to her position not on academic achievement. She got to her position as San Francisco district attorney, California attorney general, U.S. senator and vice president, because of networking."THE MEDIA'S SUDDEN REJECTION OF
KAMALA HARRIS' 'BORDER CZAR' LABEL Terrell added that the guidance of former San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown, who has openly discussed his extramarital relationship with Harris during the 1990s, also aided Harris' political rise. "She has no outstanding achievement as a lawyer, as a trial lawyer, her record is devoid," Terrell said. "... From
my perspective, listening to her speak, listening to her approach to matters of public concerns... I don't think she's an academic heavyweight. I just don't see what's propelling her to this current political status. It's pure networking and politics and being in the right place, at the right time."Harris has leaned on her experience as the Golden State’s
"top cop" after announcing her candidacy for president in the aftermath of President Biden dropping out of the race."As a tough prosecutor, Kamala Harris dealt with men like Trump all the time: Rapists, con men, frauds, criminals - she's used to guys like Trump, used to putting them in their place," a narrator for a pro-Harris ad released this week
states. Following Biden’s exit from the race, Democrats have begun to push the narrative that the election is now pitting a "Prosecutor vs. the Felon," referring to former President Trump, who was found guilty in a New York criminal case earlier this year. "The contrast in this race could not be clearer - a prosecutor versus a convicted felon. A
champion for American’s fundamental freedoms versus a man who has tried to rip them away at every turn. Let’s get to work," Rep. Greg Stanton, D-Ariz., wrote on X. OBAMA'S INNER CIRCLE SIGNALS 44TH PRESIDENT FIRMLY BEHIND HARRIS DESPITE NOT SAYING SO PUBLICLY"November 5: the Prosecutor vs. the Felon," Rep. Daniel
Goldman, D-N.Y., also chimed in. Harris, who will turn 60 in October, spent 27 years in the legal world, which kicked off with her failing the bar exam.Harris' failure made national news in 2020, when she was running on the Biden ticket for the White House while simultaneously juggling her Senate duties, most notably serving on the Senate Judiciary
Committee. In that capacity, Harris questioned Supreme Court nominee Amy Coney Barrett, who was selected by Trump to fill the seat of the late Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg."Republicans are scrambling to confirm this nominee as fast as possible because they need one more Trump judge on the bench before Nov. 10 to win and strike down the
entire Affordable Care Act," said Harris during the nomination hearing. "This is not hyperbole. This is not a hypothetical."Harris’ questions and exchanges with Coney Barrett were not nearly as fiery as her demeanor during previous hearings, including the battle surrounding Brett Kavanaugh's nomination in 2018. As the 2020 election cycle loomed
over the hearings, social media commenters pointed out that the then-vice presidential nominee had failed her bar exam, while Coney Barrett finished first in her class while attending Notre Dame Law School. "Kamala Harris failed the bar 1st time. Amy Coney Barrett 1st in her class," one social media post at the time read. "I rest."The social media
comments spurred outlets such as USA Today to publish fact checks that revealed Harris did in fact fail the bar exam on her first try, while Coney Barrett graduated top of her class. While the New York Times reported in a 2016 profile on Harris that she failed the exam, and had recently consoled a young law student who also failed the test, telling
her: "It’s not a measure of your capacity."NEW YORK TIMES SPINS KAMALA HARRIS' PAST WORD SALADS AS ‘CELEBRATORY ARTIFACTS’ WITH CANDIDACY UNDERWAY Harris ultimately passed one year later, with the bar admitting her in 1990, Fox News Digital found on the California Bar’s website. DEMS HYPE HARRIS AS TRUMP
'PROSECUTOR' IN ELECTION, BUT CRITICS SLAM HER LEGAL CAREERHarris attended historically Black college Howard University as an undergraduate, and earned her law degree from the University of California, Hastings College of the Law, which Terrell noted is an excellent law school - making it "kind of odd" for a student to fail the bar
exam on their first try. After passing the bar, she launched her career in the Alameda County District Attorney’s Office as a deputy DA in 1990. In the late 1990s, she moved over to the San Francisco District Attorney’s Office as assistant DA, then to the San Francisco city attorney’s office, before running in 2004 to become San Francisco’s top cop.
She was elected as San Francisco DA and served in the role for about seven years, in that time building a friendship with then-Illinois Sen. Barack Obama and rubbing elbows with fellow Californian, Rep. Nancy Pelosi. HOW DOES KAMALA HARRIS POLL AGAINST DONALD TRUMP? Her meteoric rise in politics only grew from there, clinching the
California attorney general position in 2011, when Gov. Jerry Brown led the state, then winning her Senate run in 2016 after longtime Sen. Barbara Boxer announced her retirement from politics. HARRIS OUTPERFORMS BIDEN IN 2024 SHOWDOWN WITH TRUMP: POLLDays after Obama endorsed Biden for president in August 2020, Biden
announced Harris would join him on the ticket. Harris, who has been called "the Female Obama," has had a long friendship with the 44th president, including being among the first elected Democrats in the nation to endorse his first run for president in the 2008 election - snubbing Hillary Clinton in favor of the then-Illinois senator. "We did it, Joe,"
Harris famously said in a phone call with Biden after polls showed the pair won the election. Harris is now the presumptive Democratic nominee for the 2024 election, after Biden bowed out of the race, which was shortly followed by him endorsing his veep. VP HARRIS FINALLY REACTS TO DC VIOLENCE, HOURS AFTER FLAG BURNING BY ANTI-
ISRAEL AGITATORS"My very first decision as the party nominee in 2020 was to pick Kamala Harris as my Vice President. And it’s been the best decision I've made," Biden said in an X post following his withdrawal from the race. "Today I want to offer my full support and endorsement for Kamala to be the nominee of our party this year. Democrats -
it’s time to come together and beat Trump. Let’s do this." The 46th president had faced mounting pressure from his Democrat allies and legacy media outlets to bow out of the race since June 27, when he delivered a botched debate performance against Trump that was riddled with garbled remarks and where the president lost his train of thought and
appeared more subdued than during other recent public events. CLICK HERE TO GET THE FOX NEWS APPThe debate reignited concern among conservatives and critics that Biden's mental acuity had slipped, while it marked the beginning of a pressure campaign among Democrats to oust Biden. Get the latest updates from the 2024 campaign trail,
exclusive interviews and more at our Fox News Digital election hub.Fox News Digital's Jamie Joseph contributed to this report. Former President Donald Trump made at least 10 false claims about Vice President Kamala Harris in his first campaign rally since she became the presumptive Democratic presidential nominee. Trump, speaking in North
Carolina, attacked Harris at length with a flurry of assertions about her personal and political past, her record as vice president and her policy stances. We're still looking into some of his claims, but at least 10 were wrong. Here is a fact check. Harris and the retirement age Discussing Social Security, Trump claimed of President Joe Biden and Harris:
“They’re talking about, he was talking, she’s talking about - lifting the retirement age.” Facts First: This claim is false about Harris. She has not spoken in favor of raising the age for receiving Social Security retirement benefits. (Biden did, as a US senator in the 2000s and prior, express support for or openness to raising the retirement age, but he
has been a vocal opponent of the idea as president.) Harris has supported increasing, not reducing, Social Security benefits. In 2019, about two years before she became vice president, she co-sponsored a bill from Sen. Bernie Sanders of Vermont, called the Social Security Expansion Act, that would boost Social Security benefits by raising payroll
taxes on high earners. Harris and abortion Trump said, “She wants abortions in the eighth and ninth month of pregnancy, that’s fine with her, right up until birth, and even after birth - the execution of a baby.” Facts First: Trump’s claim that Harris supports the execution of babies after birth is false. She has never said anything to endorse post-birth
murder, which is illegal everywhere in the country; Trump has frequently claimed that some Democratic states allow such post-birth executions, but that claim is false, too. Harris, a vocal supporter of abortion rights, has declined to endorse specific limits on how late in a pregnancy an abortion should be permitted to occur. According to data
published by the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, just 0.9% of reported abortions in 2020 occurred at 21 weeks gestation or later. Many of these abortions occur because of serious health risks or lethal fetal anomalies. Harris has called for legislation restoring the protections of the Roe v. Wade decision that was overturned by the
Supreme Court in 2022; Roe allowed states to restrict abortion after the point of fetal viability, often considered to be around 23 to 24 weeks gestation, with exceptions for abortions necessary to protect the patient’s life or health. As a senator and vice president, Harris has supported a bill that would, like Roe, ensure abortion was available at least
until fetal viability - and would also prohibit various state policies that make the process of providing or obtaining an abortion more onerous. Asked about Trump’s comments, the Trump campaign provided various examples of Harris taking liberal positions on abortion policy and declining to endorse specific limits - but nothing to substantiate the
claim that she supports “the execution of a baby” after birth. Harris and red meat Trump claimed, “Kamala even wants to pass laws to outlaw red meat to stop climate change.” Facts First: This is false. Harris has never expressed support for passing laws to outlaw red meat. At a CNN climate change town hall in 2019, when she was running in the
Democratic presidential primary, she expressed support for changing dietary guidelines to try to encourage Americans to reduce their consumption of red meat, but she also said “I love cheeseburgers from time to time” and that she favored using “incentives” and education to encourage healthy eating. After mentioning sodas and foods with copious
sugar, Harris said in this same town hall answer that “the balance that we have to strike here, frankly, is about what government can and should do around creating incentives and then banning certain behaviors.” The phrase “banning certain behaviors” opened the door to claims that she wants to ban red meat. But she immediately proceeded to her
comments about how she enjoys cheeseburgers and favors incentives to prod changes in behavior - making clear in context that she was expressing support for incentives rather than bans. Asked about Trump’s claim about Harris wanting to outlaw red meat, the Trump campaign provided two citations that did not substantiate it: a YouTube video of
Harris’ comments that was correctly titled “Kamala Harris Wants The Government To Create ‘Incentives’ For Americans to Eat Less Meat” and an article headlined, “Flashback: Kamala Harris said she would support eating less meat if elected president.” Harris and Trump’s legal cases Trump has claimed for months that Biden secretly orchestrated
his criminal and civil legal cases. This time, he directed the claim at Harris. He said, “But it was all headed up by her. Because she’s a prosecutor.” Facts First: This is false. There is simply no basis for claiming that Harris “headed up” the legal cases against him. Trump has never presented any evidence for this claim that Biden was the hidden hand
behind his cases, let alone for suddenly switching the claim to make it about the vice president after months of saying it about the president. There is no sign that Harris had any role in bringing charges against Trump in Manhattan, New York (where he was convicted of 34 felony counts of falsifying business records) or Fulton County, Georgia (where
an election subversion case against Trump is on hold); those prosecutions have been led by elected local district attorneys. Trump’s two federal cases, one dismissed by a judge earlier this month, were brought by a special counsel, Jack Smith. Smith was appointed by Attorney General Merrick Garland, a Biden appointee, but that is not proof that
Biden orchestrated the prosecutions - and certainly not proof that Harris did. Harris’ immigration role Trump claimed of Harris: “She was the border czar, but she never went to the border.” Facts First: Trump made two false claims here. First, Harris did go to the border as vice president, in Texas in mid-2021; many Republicans had criticized Harris
prior to the visit for not having gone, and some later argued that she didn’t go frequently enough, but the claim that she “never” went has not been true for more than three years. Second, Harris was never made Biden’s “border czar,” a label the White House has always emphasized is inaccurate. In reality, Biden gave Harris a more limited
immigration-related assignment in 2021, asking her to lead diplomacy with El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras in an attempt to address the conditions that prompted their citizens to try to migrate to the United States. Some Republicans have scoffed this week at assertions that Harris was never the “border czar,” noting on social media that news
articles sometimes described Harris as such. But those articles were wrong. Various news outlets, including CNN, reported as early as the first half of 2021 that the White House emphasized that Harris had not been put in charge of border security as a whole, as “border czar” strongly suggests, and had instead been handed a diplomatic task related
to Central American countries. A White House “fact sheet” in July 2021 said: “On February 2, 2021, President Biden signed an Executive Order that called for the development of a Root Causes Strategy. Since March, Vice President Kamala Harris has been leading the Administration’s diplomatic efforts to address the root causes of migration from EI
Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras.” Biden’s own comments at a March 2021 event announcing the assignment were slightly more muddled, but he said he had asked Harris to lead “our diplomatic effort” to address factors causing migration in the three “Northern Triangle” countries (he also mentioned Mexico that day). Biden listed factors in these
countries he thought had led to migration and said that “if you deal with the problems in-country, it benefits everyone.” And Harris’ comments that day were focused squarely on “root causes.” Republicans can fairly say that even “root causes” work is a border-related task. But calling her “border czar” goes too far. Harris and the number of migrants
Trump claimed that Harris “allowed 20 million illegal aliens to stampede into our country from all over the world.” Facts First: Leaving aside Trump’s claim about Harris’ own responsibility for migration levels, the“20 million” figure is false, a major exaggeration. The total number of “encounters” at the northern and southern border from February
2021 through June 2024, at both legal ports of entry and in between those ports, was about 10 million - and an “encounter” does not mean a person was let into the country; some people encountered are promptly sent away. Even if you added the estimated number of Biden-era “gotaways” (people who evaded the Border Patrol to enter illegally),
which House Republicans said in May was nearly two million, “the totals would still be vastly smaller than 15, 16 or 18 million,” Michelle Mittelstadt, spokesperson for the Migration Policy Institute think tank, said in late June after Trump used those figures. The “encounters” figures can’t be described as figures on people successfully entering the
US. Some encounters involve people who are deemed inadmissible at legal ports and are refused permission to enter. Also, the same person can be “encountered” multiple times if they keep returning to the border to try again - which is what happened in many cases under Biden when the Title 42 rapid-expulsion authority invoked by Trump during
the Covid-19 pandemic was in place into May 2023. Harris and fentanyl deaths Shortly after claiming there is a “Kamala Harris invasion” of the border, Trump said, “We’re losing 300,000 people a year through fentanyl that comes through our border.” Facts First: Trump’s “300,000” claim is false. The number of US overdose deaths in 2023 involving
synthetic opioids, including fentanyl, was approximately 75,000, according to estimated and provisional data published by the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The CDC said in May that roughly 107,500 people in the US died from a drug overdose involving any kind of drug in 2023; even that larger number is nowhere close to Trump’s
“300,000.” When Trump made similar “300,000” claims earlier this year, Dr. Andrew Kolodny, medical director of the Opioid Policy Research Collaborative at Brandeis University, said “I have no idea where Trump is getting ‘300,000’ from and called it “a made-up number.” While Kolodny said it’s likely that the number of US overdose deaths is
undercounted, there is no apparent basis for Trump’s insistence that the real number is nearly triple the reported number. And Kolodny said the undercount issue is centered not on overdoses from illicit fentanyl smuggled across the southern border but on seniors’ overdoses from accidentally taking too much of their legal prescription medications. It
is also worth noting that fentanyl is largely smuggled by US citizens through legal ports of entry rather than by migrants sneaking into the country. CNN’s Jen Christensen contributed to this item. Harris and the Jewish community Trump criticized Harris for not attending Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s Wednesday speech to Congress
(though Trump’s running mate, Sen. JD Vance of Ohio, also did not attend); Harris, who is planning to hold a meeting with Netanyahu on Thursday, traveled to Indianapolis on Wednesday to give a previously scheduled speech to a historically Black sorority. That’s fair game for criticism. But Trump said after criticizing Harris’ absence: “Even if you're
against Israel or you're against the Jewish people, show up and listen to the concept. But she’s totally against the Jewish people.” Facts First: Trump’s claim that Harris is “totally against the Jewish people” is nonsense. Harris has been married to a Jewish man, Doug Emhoff, for nearly 10 years - and she has repeatedly denounced antisemitism,
expressed fondness for the Jewish community and its traditions, complimented Israel at length, and endorsed “America’s ironclad commitment to the security of Israel.” Though she has sometimes been pointedly critical of the actions of Israel’s government during the war in Gaza, drawing criticism from conservative Jews and others, there is no
evidence she has a general antipathy toward “the Jewish people” as Trump claimed. The Jewish Telegraphic Agency news service reported this week: “Over the course of her life and career, she has been surrounded by Jews, from her schoolmates to her colleagues to her closest family members. That background has given Harris, 59, an easy
familiarity with Jewish spaces, say those who have interacted with her. She has also encouraged Emhoff to embrace his Jewish identity as the second gentleman; for the first time, mezuzahs have been installed at the vice presidential residence, and Emhoff has taken a leading role in the administration’s efforts to fight antisemitism.” Harris and the
bar exam Trump claimed that Harris, a lawyer who was elected as San Francisco’s district attorney and then as California’s attorney general, “failed her law exams.” Then he continued, “You know that? She couldn’t pass her bar. She couldn’t pass her bar exams...Does anyone know that? ... But she’s gonna be a great president, right? No, she couldn’t
pass her bar exams. She couldn’t pass anything. Couldn’t pass everything. She couldn’t pass anything.” Facts First: It’s not true that Harris “couldn’t pass anything.” She did fail on her first attempt to pass the bar exam, according to The New York Times, but then succeeded. She was admitted to the California bar in 1990, the year after she
graduated from law school. Trump could fairly say that Harris couldn’t initially pass the bar exam, but his rally comments made it sound like she never passed at all. Claim: U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris failed the California bar exam on her first attempt, soon after she graduated law school in 1989. In late July 2024, former U.S. President Donald
Trump claimed during an interview at the National Association of Black Journalists conference that Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic frontrunner for president, failed her bar exam. At a campaign rally earlier in the month, Trump also claimed Harris was a "lousy student" and "couldn't pass her bar exams." A number of posts on X
discussed Harris' credentials, questioning why she became a prosecutor and later attorney general of California after having failed her bar exam. Harris did fail the California bar exam on her first attempt, but she later passed and was admitted to the California bar in 1990, just a year after she graduated. As such, we rated this claim as "True" with
added context. The bar exam is a qualifying written exam administered by a jurisdiction for lawyers to practice law in that particular state. According to a 2016 New York Times profile of Harris about her Senate campaign, she did fail the bar exam on her first try. Harris described consoling a recent law graduate who did not make it either: "[Harris]
failed the bar exam the first time she took it. Harris says she recently consoled a young law graduate who also didn't pass; 'I told her, it's not a measure of your capacity'." Harris was admitted to the bar in June 1990, according to the State Bar of California records. She graduated from the University of California Hastings school of law in 1989. The
California bar exam has been described as notoriously difficult. According to the Los Angeles Times, there was only a 41.8% pass rate in 1985. In July 1989, also according to the Los Angeles Times, 59.5% of people passed and won the right to practice law from the July 1989 exams, and the pass rate was 72.2% among the 4,909 people taking the
exam for the first time. In February 1990, the likely date Harris took the bar exam for a second time, the pass rate was 45.9%. Only 33.9% of people passed the February 2024 general bar exam. "Bar Examination." LII / Legal Information Institute, . Accessed 26 July 2024.Bazelon, Emily. "Kamala Harris, a "Top Cop' in the Era of Black Lives Matter."
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